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ENGLISHMAN MAXIMIZING SIRE’S PROFILE
In this week's Breeding Digest, Chris McGrath puts the spotlight

on Englishman, winner of Saturday's GI Woody Stephens Stakes.
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The Harv [left]: named after John Fleming, made a winning debut at
Goodwood on Sunday | Racingfotos.com

"HE'LL NEVER DIE" -
MEMORY OF FLEMING

LIVES ON THROUGH
ASCOT-BOUND THE HARV

By Brian Sheerin

   Trainer Michael O'Callaghan has opened up about the emotion

surrounding the Goodwood win of The Harv (Ten Sovereigns),

named in honour of his late friend and business partner John

Fleming, who helped source the Royal Ascot-bound juvenile

merely hours before his untimely death back in April. 

   The Harv was heavily-punted into 5-6 favouritism before

making a winning debut in a six-furlong novice on Sunday. That

performance convinced his trainer that the colt was up to

running in the Coventry Stakes at Royal Ascot, for which he is a

general 33-1 chance.

   Bought on behalf of his owner Eleanora Kennedy at the Goffs

Breeze-Up Sale at Doncaster for ,260,000, The Harv carries

huge sentiment given he was selected by Fleming, affectionately

known as Harvey by his friends, just hours before he was

knocked down and killed by a bus at Dublin Airport when

making his way home from that sale. 

   Speaking about The Harv's hugely emotional debut success,

O'Callaghan, one of Fleming's closest friends, said, "It was a very

special moment." Cont. p3

PRIX ROBERT PAPIN WINNER GREEN SENSE

HEADLINES LONDON SALE CATALOGUE
   Last year's G2 Prix Robert Papin winner Green Sense features

among 16 initial entries for the Goffs London Sale, held in

association with ULYSSIA and Fitzwilliam Sports, which will take

place at Kensington Palace Gardens on the eve of Royal Ascot

(Monday, June 15).

   Starman filly Green Sense, who also finished third in the G1

Phoenix Stakes as a two-year-old, holds a choice of

engagements at Royal Ascot. The Joseph O'Brien trainee is

entered in the G1 Coronation Stakes and also has the option of

the G3 Jersey Stakes.

   Another potential highlight is Bamako Beach (Sands Of Mali),

who possesses an official rating of 102 after his seventh-place

finish in the Irish 2,000 Guineas, while German Classic form is

represented in the catalogue by Asker (Aclaim) and Sky Watch

(Starman). Cont. p5

https://bit.ly/3I0Ig3t
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/
https://www.tattersalls.com/sales/?sales-filter=entries
https://www.goffs.com/sale/UK/London-Sale-2026
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6 | KING GEORGE ATTRACTS 37 ENTRIES

Defending champion Calandagan and Japanese star Masquerade Ball are in line

for a rematch in the G1 King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes at Ascot.

7 | BOUDOT BACK IN ACTION

Pierre-Charles Boudot is set to return to race-riding in France next week after

having his licence reinstated.
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The progressive Lost Boys has been purchased by Wathnan Racing after adding his

name to the illustrious roll of honour for the London Gold Cup at Newbury. The son 

of Night Of Thunder is reportedly being aimed at the Golden Gates Stakes at Royal

Ascot. Racingfotos.com
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Michael O'Callaghan: "We loved each other like brothers but at times
like father and son.@ | Tattersalls

Michael O'Callaghan cont. from p1

   "The word that is coming to mind the most over the past few

days is surreal," O'Callaghan continued. "Harvey was such a

unique man and had an impact on so many lives. Trying to digest

what happened to him, then finding my own feet, putting one

foot in front of the other and all the while keeping the show on

the road and making him proud, it's been a strange time."

   He added, "The Ten Sovereigns was the last horse that he had

a hand in buying. We picked him out at Goffs on behalf of

Eleanora Kennedy. We were both on loudspeaker to her as we

were bidding and I think it was something that Harvey said that

convinced her to bid again and to get the horse over the line for

us. It was only when we were walking out of the sales complex

that evening when he said, 'Feck it, we didn't get anything for

ourselves,' before backing it up with, 'Sure, maybe it's all for

luck.' We'd usually buy one or two at a lower level to try and

trade on but, typical Harvey, he always tried to flip a negative

into a positive when we didn't get one. Obviously, between six

or eight hours of us walking out of Goffs together, unfortunately

he was gone. Since then, everything has been a whirlwind.

We've tried to keep busy and the horses will help you to do

that."

   The fact that The Harv cemented his participation at Royal

Ascot by landing the odds when making that winning debut at

Goodwood doesn't exactly tell the full story. He overcame a

nightmare final furlong before having his nose plonked on the

wire just in the nick of time by a gifted Oisin Murphy. After all of

that, he then had to overcome a stewards' enquiry. O'Callaghan,

who describes himself as "incredibly deep" and "not one who

believes in coincidences," was left in no doubt that his late

friend was up to his old tricks on the day. Cont. p4

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://bit.ly/to-popupriver-tdnhalf


persian king
BY KINGMAN

THE REVELATION OF 2026!

BEST SECRET
Gr2 1st Prix d’Hédouville, 
Longchamp

PEARLED MAJESTY
Gr3 1st Prix Noailles, 

Longchamp

CONCORDE AGREEMENT
Gr3 1st Prix Vanteaux, 
Longchamp
Gr2 2nd Prix Saint-Alary, 
Longchamp

CANKOURA
Gr1 2nd New York Stakes, 

Saratoga 

EVITA
Gr2 3rd Prix Saint-Alary, 
Longchampp

DARYA
Listed 1st Honeymoon Stakes, Santa Anita 

STATEIRA
Gr2 3rd Lanwades Stud Stakes, Curragh 

CAP SANTA LUCIA
Listed 2nd Prix Volterra, Longchamp

DARIUS CEN
Listed 3rd Prix de Montretout, Longchamp

More Group winners than any other European  
third-crop sire

Nine Black-Type performers, including three 
Group winners, in just three months!

Nine Black-Type performers, including three 
Group winners, in just three months!

Nine Black-Type performers, including three 
Group winners, in just three months!

Nine Black-Type performers, including three 
Group winners, in just three months!

https://www.etreham.com/stallions/Persian-King
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Michael O'Callaghan cont.

   He said, "We have a secret weapon now--there's no doubt he's

looking over us and helping us to come out on the right side of

these results. Sunday was incredible with the horse being who

he was, Harvey's connection and even how the race panned out.

The horse showed a great attitude on a tricky track and on

ground that would have been far slower than ideal. He actually

got struck by a whip across the nose about 125 yards before the

line, but he still stuck his head down and battled. Then there

was a photo finish and we only ended up winning a nose before

a stewards' enquiry was called. That was just Harvey playing his

tricks. He loved a bit of mischief. It was just surreal. It meant a

lot to us and it meant a lot to his close friends and family. He'll

never die."

   O'Callaghan added, "We loved each other like brothers but at

times like father and son. I know for a fact that I wouldn't be

training if he wasn't in my corner as a mentor and a supporter.

It's something I have thought quite a lot about since his passing.

I'm 37 now and I didn't come from a horse racing background so

I didn't work as an assistant to anyone and had to make my own

mistakes through a lot of pig-headedness, a lot of arrogance and

a lot of everything else. I had to knock those edges off myself

and get to a stage where I am just about ready to really kick on.   

   "Between setting up our new yard to attracting the right

owners, I very much feel that what happened with the Harv is a

turning point in my life and career. It's very much about doing

the absolute best that I can as a trainer but also as a man and as

a person. It would be a good way to honour him, but not just to

honour him because I don't want the pressure of that. But it has

certainly put things into perspective. This is not a dress rehearsal.

We only get one go at life."

   "It's very difficult to put into words what sort of impact he had

on me and it's probably not until the dust settles on the thing

that you realise how truly special of a man he was. He was very

unassuming and really only wanted to help everyone else. He

just lived every day with no other intention other than to make

it a better day than the day before. If I am in a tricky spot now, I

find myself thinking, 'What would the Harv say or do?' He's left

us with a lot of positive life lessons. I've no doubt that if he was

around and we were going through what we are going through

now, he'd put his arm around us for a few weeks and then he'd

say, 'Come on now, kick on.' We've to try and do it for him."

   For that reason, O'Callaghan made the trip to the Tattersalls

Guineas Breeze-Up Sale just days after Fleming's funeral, where

he signed for a Kodi Bear colt for 85,000gns under the name of

Michael and Harvey. Cont. p5

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://coolmore.com/en/ireland/stallion/blackbeard/
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John Fleming | Tattersalls

Michael O'Callaghan cont.

   What is even more incredible about the fact that the trainer

summoned up the energy to make it to the sale during that time

of grief was the fact that a number of leading buyers, who, upon

seeing O'Callaghan bid on the colt, opted against taking the

trainer on in the ring. 

   O'Callaghan recalled, "Heading back to the sales the week

after his passing was extremely difficult. It was raw. It was the

Guineas Breeze-Up Sale and I'd say it was the first sale I'd been

to in a long, long time on my own. But I had to do it. My

wingman wasn't around anymore, but he would have wanted

me to go there. When you lose someone very close to you,

there are a lot of firsts after they pass. So that was my first sale,

first airport and first horse I bought without him. It was a very

special moment, which I had a feeling about at the time and had

it confirmed to me afterwards, that there were some interested

buyers in the Kodi Bear colt who actually stood down for me

when they saw me bidding. They stood aside, which was very

special, and when the clipboard came my way, I just signed

down Michael and Harvey because I couldn't think of anything

else. Harvey always shirked the limelight. We had over 150

winners together in partnerships, but he always wanted to keep

his name away from it. Even bidding on a horse, he'd never even

bid himself. So hopefully that Kodi Bear can be lucky for us."

   More immediately, O'Callaghan has a nice blend of two-year-

olds, stakes performers and potentially well-handicapped horses

to look forward to at the royal meeting, headed by the hugely

significant The Harv.

   He concluded, "The obvious target for The Harv would be the

Coventry. He doesn't qualify for the new Windsor Castle and I

feel he's more of a six-furlong horse on fast ground than an

out-and-out five-furlong horse, so he'll go to the Coventry.

Celeron (Mohaather), who won a Curragh maiden, does qualify

for the Windsor Castle and, funnily enough, Harvey is involved in

that partnership. His family were at the Curragh when he won

and they will be at Ascot as well, so that will be something to

look forward to. He's a very, very talented horse who could

potentially get a mile next year. He has plenty of talent and, for

our lad to do it in the style that he did, he's very exciting.

   "After that, we have Black Forza in the Wokingham, if he gets

in. Very happy with him lately and, if he can sneak in off 96, six

furlongs on fast ground might be right up his street and he

seems to have found his mojo again. Bamako Beach is in the

Jersey and the Britannia and Sky Watch is in the Sandringham.

They're both in the Goffs London Sale on the Monday because

they are part of the traditional trading partnerships that Harvey

and myself put together. We would always get the horses to a

point that we're selling them when we don't want to because

that's when they're most valuable and I've no doubt that their

futures are bright. From Monday onwards, hopefully we can

have a bit of luck because it's a tough place to get a winner.

Crispy Cat finishing third in the Norfolk is the closest we've got

to winning there so hopefully our luck can change. I know one

thing, I am going there with a bit of special help from above this

time."

Goffs London Sale cont. from p1

   The Henk Grewe-trained Asker was last seen finishing a

close-up fifth in the G2 German 2,000 Guineas, while Sky Watch,

a stablemate of Bamako Beach at Michael O'Callaghan's yard,

was third in the G2 German 1,000 Guineas.

   Noel Meade will offer the progressive Bobby McGee

(Mayson), who is rated 93 after winning his last three starts,

including the competitive Blackwater Handicap at Naas. He is

likely to target the Britannia Handicap at Royal Ascot, which is

also a potential destination for Clive Cox's Blue Courvoisier (Sea

The Stars), who was last seen winning the valuable Silver Bowl

Handicap at Carlisle.

   Irish-trained juveniles are strongly represented by Your Song

(Coulsty), who defeated two previous winners when scoring at

Naas, and Immortal Guard (Persian Force), who followed a

debut success at the Curragh with a creditable third in the G3

Marble Hill Stakes.

   The two-year-old contingent also includes the blue-blooded

Thirsk scorer Alfred Wallace, a son of Dubawi and the G1

Falmouth Stakes heroine Snow Lantern (Frankel), plus the

wide-margin maiden/novice winners Green Sovereign (Lope Y

Fernandez) and Ronson (Ubettabelieveit). Cont. p6

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/hell-never-die-memory-of-fleming-lives-on-through-royal-ascot-bound-the-harv/
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Green Sense: headlines the catalogue for the Goffs London Sale

Scoop Dyga
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Calandagan (green) and Masquerade Ball lock horns in the Japan Cup

Japan Racing Association

Goffs London Sale cont.

   Ronson followed his five-length victory at Beverley with a

runner-up finish in the Beverley Two-Year-Old Trophy EBF

Conditions Stakes over the same course and distance.

   Henry Beeby, Goffs Group chief executive, said, "The London

Sale has established itself as one of the most unique auctions

anywhere in the world and these entries once again underline

its international appeal. To offer horses with Royal Ascot

aspirations alongside proven Group performers and progressive

international prospects creates a catalogue unlike any other.

   "The quality and diversity of entries is particularly pleasing,

with strong representation from Britain, Ireland and Germany

and a number of exciting young horses whose best days may still

lie ahead. We will take entries up to the day of sale and so

would welcome any enquiries, although, as ever, we have

worked to maintain a very high quality which has resulted in a

truly select catalogue.

   "We look forward to welcoming buyers and guests from

around the world to Kensington Palace Gardens, alongside our

title partners ULYSSIA and Fitzwilliam Sports, as we once again

open Royal Ascot week in style."

   Further entries will be announced in the coming days, with the

full catalogue, race videos, conformation footage and Royal

Ascot targets available on the Goffs website ahead of the sale.

INTERNATIONAL CAST ASSEMBLED AS KING

GEORGE ATTRACTS 37 ENTRIES
   Defending champion Calandagan (Gleneagles) and Japanese

star Masquerade Ball (Duramente) are in line for a rematch in

the G1 King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes at Ascot,

which will be run for a record ,2 million this year.

   The pair met in the G1 Japan Cup last November, with

Calandagan prevailing by a head at Tokyo on his way to being

crowned Longines World's Best Racehorse for 2025. The Francis

Graffard-trained five-year-old has already raced twice in 2026,

first winning the G1 Dubai Sheema Classic at Meydan, before

floundering on the soft ground when well beaten in Saturday's

G1 Coronation Cup at Epsom.

   Meanwhile, this race has been a long-term target for

Masquerade Ball, who returned to action with an honourable

second behind the redoubtable Romantic Warrior (Acclamation)

in April's G1 QEII Cup at Sha Tin.

   Masquerade Ball's trainer Takahisa Tezuka said, "We started

discussing about an international campaign for Masquerade Ball

after he won the Tenno Sho (Autumn), when I got the impression

that this horse could be competitive on the world stage.

   "His owners, Shadai Race Horse, have been very keen to send

him to the King George, and we agreed it should be the target.

This race holds great significance for the owner, and we made

our decision with that in mind. As a prestigious race for older

horses in the UK, it provides an excellent opportunity and serves

as a favourable alternative to competing in Japan during the hot

season.

   "This is the first time I will have a runner at Ascot, which is the

royal track, and I am very excited and honoured."

Cont. p7

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/prix-robert-papin-winner-green-sense-headlines-goffs-london-sale-catalogue/
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Pierre Charles Boudot | Coady

Alex Power (left) and Micheal O'Brien with the session-topping

Goliath Du Berlais gelding | Goffs

King George entries cont.

   He added, "The shipping, which takes 48 hours from door to

door, will be a big challenge, but I believe Masquerade Ball is a

horse worthy of representing Japan."

   A total of 37 horses have been entered in the midsummer

highlight, which will take place at Ascot on Saturday, July 25.

   Masquerade Ball is set to be joined by fellow Japanese raider

Wurrtemberg (Kitasan Black)--for whom Oisin Murphy has been

booked--while Graffard has also entered his 2024 winner

Goliath (Adlerflug) and G1 Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe hero Daryz

(Sea The Stars). 

   Best Secret (Persian King) for Stephane Wattel and Cualificar

(Lope De Vega) for Andre Fabre complete the potential French

challenge.

   The first three home in the Derby--Christmas Day (Camelot),

Maltese Cross (Sea The Stars) and James J Braddock (Zarak)--

feature among the star names from Britain and Ireland, with

Joseph O'Brien also entering his Oaks scorer Thundering On

(Frankel) and runaway G1 Coronation Cup winner Bay City

Roller (New Bay) in contention for George Scott.

   As well as Christmas Day, Aidan O'Brien has Benvenuto Cellini

(Frankel), Constitution River (Wootton Bassett) and Minnie

Hauk (Frankel) among his 11 contenders.

PIERRE-CHARLES BOUDOT TO RETURN NEXT

WEEK AFTER LICENCE IS REINSTATED

   Pierre-Charles Boudot is set to return to race-riding next week

after having his licence reinstated. 

   Boudot has not ridden in public since his arrest on a charge of

rape back in 2021. However, he was completely exonerated of

those charges last week and is set for a return to the saddle as

early as next week. 

   His agent, Herve Naggar, posted on X, "@PCBOUDOT will

finally get back in the saddle next week in France. Bravo to you

for having endured these five years of nightmare. Proud to have

accompanied you through this ordeal. The best is yet to come."

   Boudot was crowned champion jockey in France in 2015, 2016

and 2022. He also rode big-race winners for Aidan O'Brien but is

best known for winning the Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe on

Waldgeist in 2019. 

   Confirming that Boudot had been granted a licence, France

Galop said in a statement, "The application by jockey Pierre-

Charles Boudot for a licence to ride has today been approved.

   "In accordance with the Rules of Racing, the licence will come

into effect following the completion of the mandatory medical

examination required of licensed jockeys."

GOFFS ARKLE SALE OFF TO A FLYING START

WITH i275K GOLIATH DU BERLAIS GELDING

   Micheal O=Brien of Creighmore Stables was in a daze after

topping Tuesday's opening session of the Goffs Arkle Sale with a

Goliath Du Berlais gelding out of a Muhtathir half-sister to the

Grade 3-winning hurdler Raffles Sainte (Saint Des Saints).

Offered as lot 201, he was knocked down to Gordon Elliott for

i275,000.

   "It=s a serious result for my farm in east Cork. It=s not a big

place and to turn that sort of money is a big help," said the

consignor, who had pinhooked the top lot for i40,000. "I=m a

big believer in the sire. He was a lovely yearling, in fairness, and

he didn=t have to change a whole lot to become a lovely three-

year-old. It hasn=t really sunk in yet. It=s a lot of pressure looking

after him for a long time. There's a lot of relief." 

Cont. p8

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/international-cast-assembled-as-king-george-attracts-37-entries/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/pierre-charles-boudot-to-return-next-week-after-licence-reinstated/
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Mawhoob: topped the sale when bought by Sayed Hashish for

AED320,000 | Tattersalls Online

Goffs Arkle Sale cont.

   He added, "It=s a brilliant sale, it=s really fired up, in fairness to

Goffs. Horses exist in a bubble of their own. It=s a brilliant sport,

it=s been brilliant to me. What other sport could you do this in?"

   There was strength in depth to the buying bench on Tuesday,

including trainers from Ireland, Britain and France and their

representatives, as well as point-to-point traders. That resulted

in a robust clearance rate of 91%.

   In addition, turnover was up by 27% compared to last year at

i13,171,500, while the average increased by 19% to i64,885

and the median rose by 18% to i58,000.

   Another vendor in clover at the end of the session was Tony

Costello of Treannahow Stables, who topped the consignor's

table after selling seven lots for a total of i733,000.

   In the space of 10 minutes, Costello sold lot 71, a Doctor Dino

gelding from the family of the top-class chaser A Plus Tard

(Kapgarde), to Harold Kirk and Willie Mullins for i265,000, and

lot 74, a Beaumec De Houelle gelding from the family of Grade

1-winning hurdler Grivette (Antarctique), to the Holden family=s

Coolmeen Farms for i130,000.

   "It=s not easy,@ said the point-to-point trainer and producer. "I

have travelled so many miles, all over France, Ireland and

England, sourcing these horses. We=ve worked our socks off to

put ten good stores together for this sale to meet that market.

   "I've had great help from the staff at home and my own family,

and great support from Willie Mullins and all the buyers. Paul

Holden, who bought the second horse, underbid the first one.

It=s tremendous to think that the hard work is paying off. It

doesn=t always. You don=t always get paid for it but, in this case,

we=ve been paid in spades. I'm honoured to be here."

   Goffs Arkle Part 1 continues at 10am on Wednesday, featuring

a session of two-year-old stores in the evening, and will be

followed by Arkle Part 2 on Thursday.

MAWHOOB TOPS TATTERSALLS ONLINE ERA

JEBEL ALI ONLINE SALE AT AED320,000
   All 30 lots offered in Tuesday's Tattersalls Online Emirates

Racing Authority Jebel Ali Online Sale sold for an aggregate of

AED2,420,300 (around i571,000), led by Mawhoob (War Of

Will), who was purchased for AED320,000 (i76,000) by Sayed

Hashish.

   The third auction hosted by Tattersalls Online on behalf of the

Emirates Racing Authority (ERA), the catalogue featured a draft

consigned exclusively by His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid

Al Maktoum=s Jebel Ali Stables in Dubai. Over 90 registered

bidders from 10 countries competed throughout the auction,

resulting in a 100% clearance rate.

   Heading the market at AED320,000 was Mawhoob, already a

dual winner in the United Arab Emirates, who most recently

enjoyed victory over a mile at Jebel Ali in March. The four-year-

old son of War Of Will carried a current ERA rating of 85 and is

one of four winners out of the Grade III-placed mare La Song

(Unbridled's Song).

   Other highlights included the three-time winner Monfrid

(Zoustar), who sold to Fahad Hajed W Alawni for AED260,000

(i61,000), and the talented sprinter Ma Yetal (Flameaway),

who was knocked down to Ahmad bin Harmash for AED250,000

(i59,000).

   Tattersalls Online sales manager Katherine Sheridan said, 

"The Emirates Racing Authority Jebel Ali Online Sale produced

another excellent set of results, with all 30 lots changing hands

and competitive bidding evident throughout the auction.

   "Achieving a 100 per cent clearance rate is a strong

endorsement of both the quality of the horses offered, as well

as the reach and efficiency of the Tattersalls Online platform.

   "We are grateful to His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid Al

Maktoum=s Jebel Ali Stables and the Emirates Racing Authority

for their support and look forward to building on the success of

this partnership in the future."
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Passing Glance winning at Epsom in 2003 | Racingfotos.com

Suzanne Eade CEO of Horse Racing Ireland, Nina Carberry MEP, Martin

Heydon Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine with Carol

Nolan Director of People and HRI Equuip | HRI

PROLIFIC NATIONAL HUNT SIRE PASSING

GLANCE DIES AT 27

   Passing Glance, who was a dual Group winner for Andrew

Balding and later became a prolific National Hunt stallion, has

died at the age of 27.

   Successful in the G2 Oettingen-Rennen in 2003 and G3 Diomed

Stakes the following year, Passing Glance also made headlines as

a Flat stallion through the exploits of his second-crop son, Side

Glance, whose victories included the G1 Mackinnon Stakes.

   "It is with a heavy heart that we have to announce the loss of

Passing Glance," read a statement from Batsford Stud, home to

the son of Polar Falcon since 2017.

   "Sadly, at the grand old age of 27, Passing Glance succumbed

to age-related health conditions. He has stood at Batsford for

the last 10 years when owners David and Kathleen Holmes

asked us to stand their great stallion for them. Passing Glance

has produced multiple Graded and black-type winners, including

Dashel Drasher, Strong Leader, Millers Bank and Fountains

Windfall, to name a few."

   The statement continued, "Passing Glance was bred by the late

Ian Balding and his wife Emma and trained by his son Andrew.

He has been a stalwart sire for us here at Batsford. As many of

you know, he was always full of life and covered his mares with

enthusiasm!

   "This year Passing Glance has been crowned leading British

National Hunt sire for the 2025/2026 season by prize-money. He

leaves behind a legacy and he has so many exciting youngsters

to run for him. He has left a very large void here at Batsford and

he will be greatly missed.

   "We would like to say on behalf of David and Kathleen Holmes

and everyone here at Batsford thank you for supporting Passing

Glance over the many years that he has been here."

STRONG TURNOUT FOR HRI-BACKED

NATIONAL EQUINE CAMPUS ENGAGEMENT

DAY
   Horse Racing Ireland (HRI) welcomed more than 140

representatives from across the racing industry, government,

education and the local community to the National Equine

Campus (NEC) Stakeholder Engagement Day at the Racing

Academy & Centre of Education (RACE) on Monday.

   The event provided attendees with an opportunity to learn

more about plans for the National Equine Campus, a

transformative redevelopment project that will expand the role

of the current RACE facility to become a national centre for

education, training, wellbeing, rehabilitation and high-

performance services for the Irish racing industry. 

   Guests heard presentations outlining the strategic vision for

the campus, the redevelopment plans, and the role the NEC will

play in supporting the future workforce needs of Irish racing. 

   A panel discussion explored the future of workforce

development in Irish racing, highlighting the importance of

collaboration across the industry to attract, develop and retain

talented people at all levels.

   Attendees also enjoyed a riding demonstration in the indoor

arena, showcasing training techniques and rider performance

supports that will form an important part of the future campus

offering.

   The strong attendance and positive engagement throughout

the day demonstrated widespread support for the project and a

shared ambition to create a world-class facility that will serve

the Irish racing industry for generations to come. 

Cont. p10

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/prolific-national-hunt-sire-passing-glance-dies-at-27/
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Bj`rn Nilsson, pictured at the 2024 Stockholm Cup International

fixture | Dominique Grubestedt/Svensk Galopp

FIRST-SEASON SIRES
WITH RUNNERS 

OBSERVATIONS
on the European racing scene

NEC Stakeholder Engagement Day cont.

   Martin Heydon, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine,

said, "The National Equine Campus represents a significant

investment in the future of one of Ireland's most important

indigenous industries. By bringing together education, training,

wellbeing and high-performance services in one location, this

project will help ensure Irish racing continues to develop the

skilled workforce it needs to thrive into the future. It is

encouraging to see such strong engagement from stakeholders

across the industry as this vision takes shape."

   Suzanne Eade, CEO, Horse Racing Ireland, added, "The

National Equine Campus is one of the most important strategic

projects currently under way in Irish racing. Monday's event

demonstrated the enthusiasm, expertise and commitment that

exists across the industry to make this vision a reality, with the

contribution of the Irish Injured Jockeys being particularly

significant. We are creating a campus that will not only serve the

needs of today's workforce but will help shape the future

success, sustainability and international competitiveness of Irish

racing."

OUTGOING CEO BJORN NILSSON NAMED

SVENSK GALOPP CHAIRMAN

   Bjorn Nilsson, who in April announced his decision to step

down as Svensk Galopp=s CEO, has been appointed as the

organisation=s chairman, filling a post vacated by Anders Lilius in

March. As a result of Nilsson assuming the chairmanship, his

departure as CEO has been moved forward from July 31 and is

now effective immediately.

   Nilsson will lead a board that includes Anders Jonsson and the

re-elected Gisela Jardby, plus new members Peter Wallin,

Magnus Alselind and David Crona. Gerhard Bley has resigned

from the board but did so after the nomination committee had

submitted its list of proposed members, meaning an

extraordinary meeting will be held.

   A CEO to succeed Nilsson is yet to be announced.

Wednesday, June 10, 2026:

UNITED KINGDOM

Perfect Power (Ire) (Ardad {Ire}), Dalham Hall Stud

57 foals of racing age/1 winner/0 black-type winners

19:00-HAMILTON PARK, 6f, Desert Move (Ire)

 

State of Rest (Ire) (Starspangledbanner {Aus}), Rathbarry Stud

79 foals of racing age/1 winner/0 black-type winners

17:40-KEMPTON PARK, 7f, Guadalevin (Ire)

i32,000 Goffs November Foal Sale 2024; 60,000gns Tattersalls

October Yearling Sale (Book 1) 2025

SIBILA SPAIN=S DAUGHTER PEQUENITA

CATCHES THE EYE AT KEMPTON
5.40 Kempton, Novice, 2yo, f, 7fT

PEQUENITA (GB) (Dubawi {Ire}) is an intriguing debutante for

her breeders Newsells Park Stud and the Andrew Balding stable,

being the first foal out of the Prix du Muguet winner Sibila Spain

(Frankel) who cost the operation i2 million at the 2023 Arqana

December Breeding Stock Sale. Another newcomer of note is

the late Sheikh Mohammed Obaid Al Maktoum=s homebred

Dark Reign (Ire) (Dark Angel {Ire}), a Richard Hannon-trained

relative of the Commonwealth Cup hero Inisherin and Group 3

winner King Of Cities.

7.00 Hamilton, Mdn, 2yo, 6f 6yT

ROYAL HERITAGE (GB) (Blue Point {Ire}) is the latest of

Wathnan=s big-money breeze-up purchases to debut ahead of

Royal Ascot, being an i800,000 graduate from Arqana May.

Saddled by Hamad Al Jehani, the half-brother to the useful

handicapper Lattam (Lope De Vega) faces four peers.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/strong-turnout-for-hri-backed-national-equine-campus-engagement-day/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/outgoing-ceo-bjorn-nilsson-named-svensk-galopp-chairman/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/sibila-spains-daughter-pequenita-catches-the-eye-at-kempton/
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Besieged | Racingfotos.com

HOW THEY FARED
4.18 Salisbury, Mdn, 3yo, 9f 201yT

Centrum (GB) (Dubawi {Ire}), the half-brother to Enable

(Nathaniel), was all at sea on the testing ground and finished a

well-beaten eighth.

Tuesday=s Results:

2nd-Carlisle, ,13,000, Novice, 6-9, 2yo, 5fT, 1:04.65, g/s.

SYDNEY GRACE (IRE) (f, 2, Minzaal {Ire}--Pas De Soucis {Ire}

{SW-Fr, GSP-US}, by Footstepsinthesand {GB}), who was sixth

on debut at Yarmouth last month, stalked the early leader under

cover. Delivered on the front end a furlong out, the 5-1 shot

asserted to beat Rock Steady Beat (Minzaal) by a neck and

provide her first-crop sire with his third winner and the one-two.

   The Listed-winning dam, who was also third in the Kentucky

Downs Ladies Turf Stakes, is a daughter of the fellow Listed

scorer Whip And Win (Whipper), who was third in the Prix de la

Grotte. The third dam is the Prix Robert Papin runner-up

Queensalsa (Kingsalsa).

Sales history: i40,000 Ylg >25 GOFORY. Lifetime Record:

2-1-0-0, $9,364.

O-Ms Sara Jayne Fuller; B-Cotton House Farm & Kildaragh Stud;

T-Charlie Fellowes.

5th-Salisbury, ,12,000, Mdn, 6-9, 3yo, 9f 201yT, 2:13.96, sf.

BESIEGED (GB) (c, 3, Dubawi {Ire}--Snow Lantern {GB}

{G1SW-Eng}, by Frankel {GB}), runner-up over this trip at

Newbury last month, raced in third off the too-strong tempo

early. Moving to the front with ease passing two out, the 4-9

favourite stayed on to record a 14-length success.

   "We went a decent tempo and I had quite a lot of confidence

in the horse, so what he did today was very much expected,"

jockey Lewis Edmunds said. "He has a lovely big action and

seemed to relish the ground."

   The winner is the first foal out of the Falmouth Stakes winner,

who was also placed in the Coronation Stakes and the Sussex. 

A daughter of the four-time Group 1-winning 1,000 Guineas

heroine Sky Lantern (Red Clubs), her speedier and more

precocious two-year-old full-brother to the winner, Alfred

Wallace, was a winner over seven furlongs at the end of last

month. She also has a colt foal by Kingman.

Sales history: 525,000gns RNA Ylg >24 TATOCT. Lifetime Record:

3-1-2-0, $17,111.

O-Al Shaqab Racing & Rockcliffe Stud; B-Rockcliffe Stud; T-Harry

Charlton.

3rd-Carlisle, ,10,000, Novice, 6-9, 3yo/up, 9fT, 2:02.02, g/s.

TURRET (IRE) (c, 3, Kingman {GB}--First Flower {Ire}, by Galileo

{Ire}), who made little impact on debut at Lingfield last month,

raced behind the leader throughout the early stages. Hard at

work before the home straight, the 11-1 shot, who is catalogued

in the upcoming Tattersalls July Sale, stayed on dourly to

overwhelm Glory Road (Too Darn Hot) in the closing stages and

prevail by a neck.

   The winner is the first runner for the unraced dam, a full-sister

to the top-level scorers Hermosa, The United States and

Hydrangea. The latter is the dam of Wootton Bassett=s Futurity

Trophy winner and Prix du Jockey Club runner-up Hawk

Mountain, while the dual Guineas heroine Hermosa has

produced the Hampton Court winner and Grand Prix de Paris

runner-up Trinity College (Dubawi).

   Other full-siblings Salsa and Ring The Bell are responsible for

last year=s Nassau and Pretty Polly winner Whirl, also by

Wootton Bassett, and Kingman=s Coronation Stakes third Sounds

Of Heaven, respectively. First Flower=s two-year-old colt is by

Sioux Nation, while she also has a yearling son of Whirl and

Hawk Mountain=s sire Wootton Bassett, who was a 550,000gns

purchase by Paddy Twomey Racing for Bond Thoroughbreds at

Tattersalls December.

Sales history: i580,000 Ylg >24 GOFORY. Lifetime Record:

2-1-0-0, $7,203.

O-Juddmonte; B-Diamond Creek Farm; T-Andrew Balding.

1st-Salisbury, ,9,000, Novice, 6-9, 2yo, 6fT, 1:19.15, sf.

UNDISCOVERED (IRE) (c, 2, New Bay {GB}--Casimia {Ire}, by

Siyouni {Fr}), sent off the 5-6 favourite, recovered from a tardy

start to track the leading pair under cover. Driven to the front

inside the final furlong, the newcomer asserted to score by two

lengths from Green Titan (Lope Y Fernandez). 

Cont. p12

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://wdbloodstock.com/
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1st-Salisbury cont.

   The dam, whose yearling full-brother to the winner was a

145,000gns purchase by Ballyphilip Stud at Tattersalls

December, is a granddaughter of the Prix de Diane heroine

Caerlina (Caerleon) and half to four stakes performers. They

include Dream Ahead=s Prix Jacques le Marois-winning sire Al

Wukair and the dual Listed-placed Witches Brew (Duke Of

Marmalade) who, in turn, produced Lope De Vega=s recent

Jenny Wiley heroine Expensive Queen and dual Group 3 winner

Antonia De Vega. Casimia=s 2026 foal is a colt by Al Wukair=s sire.

Sales history: 55,000gns Ylg >25 TADEY. Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0,

$6,483.

O-RaceShare & Ballylinch Stud; B-Ballylinch Stud; T-Ralph

Beckett.

2nd-Salisbury, ,9,000, Novice, 6-9, 2yo, 6fT, 1:17.82, sf.

FLYING PIRATE (IRE) (c, 2, Blackbeard {Ire}--Karakatsie {GSP-

US}, by Karakontie {Jpn}), sent off the 4-1 second favourite,

followed the leading pair under cover throughout the early

stages. Notably green when in the clear, the newcomer

responded to overhaul Harry Knows (Mehmas) close home for a

head success and a fourth for his first-crop sire.

   The winner is the first foal out of the Goldikova Stakes-placed

dam, whose second is a son of Mehmas sold for i38,000 to

Luke Bleahan at Goffs November. The family includes Tapit=s

2012 Breeders= Cup Juvenile runner-up He=s Had Enough.

Sales history: i40,000 Ylg >25 TATIRY. Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0,

$6,483.

O-J Allison & G C Stevens; B-Lannister Bloodstock; T-Eve Johnson

Houghton.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Lucky Luna (Ire), f, 3, Lucky Vega (Ire)--Fleur De Sel (GB), by

   Linamix (Fr). Salisbury, 6-9, 6f 213yT, 1:32.79. Lifetime Record:

   3-1-0-0, $8,360. B-Nicola Kent. *40,000gns Ylg >24 TADEY.

   **1/2 to Salt Lake City (Fr) (Holy Roman Emperor {Ire}), SP-Fr.

CONDITIONS RESULTS:

8th-Toulouse, i20,100, 6-8, 4yo/up, 12fT, 2:28.00, gd.

ALOYSIUS (FR) (c, 4, Hello Youmzain {Fr}--Shivajia {Ger} {GSW-

Ger}, by Adlerflug {Ger}) Lifetime Record: 13-3-4-2, i72,647.

O-Ecuries Serge Stempniak; B-Ecurie Haras du Cadran, S Gilibert

& SAS IEI; T-Jean-Claude Rouget. *i140,000 Ylg >23 ARQAUG.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Golden Disc (Fr), f, 4, Telecaster (GB)--Discrete (Fr), by Doctor

   Dino (Fr). Compiegne, 6-9, 9fT, 1:50.49. B-Mme H Devin.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/newsletter-archive/


BLACK-TYPE ENTRIES

Thursday, Leopardstown, post time: 19:00

BALLYCORUS STAKES-G3, €42,000, 3yo/up, 7f 35yT

SC HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Audience (GB) Iffraaj (GB) Hamad Rashed Bin Ghedayer D O'Meara Colin Keane 135

2 Celestial Orbit (GB) No Nay Never J P Magnier & Mrs P Shanahan & Mrs M V Magnier Joseph O'Brien D B McMonagle 135

3 East Hampton (GB) Cracksman (GB) N Molloy David Marnane Luke McAteer 135

4 Native Warrior (GB) Wootton Bassett (GB) Wathnan Racing K R Burke James Doyle 135

5 Zodiac Bear (Ire) Kodi Bear (Ire) Seamus McPeake Johnny Murtagh Ben Coen 135

6 Wannabe Royal (Ire) Wootton Bassett (GB) Coolmara Stables Limited Henry de Bromhead Ronan Whelan 132

7 Redemption Road (GB) Without Parole (GB) MRC International David Marnane Robbie Colgan 125

8 Oh Cecelia (Ire) Starspangledbanner (Aus) David K Kelly K J Condon Shane Foley 122

Breeders: 1-Cheveley Park Stud Limited, 2-B. V. Sangster, 3-Manor Farm Stud & J. E. Rose, 4-Branton Court Stud LLP, 5-Mrs Jean Brennan, 6-Churchtown

House Stud, 7-Abingdon & Witney College, 8-Capital Bloodstock

Some exposed types line up here, with the Prix Edmond Blanc runner-up Native Warrior possibly the one. Celestial

Orbit, who took the Park Express in March, has a penalty to deal with which the Owenstown Stud Stakes winner

Wannabe Royal does not and she needs to prove that was no fluke. [Tom Frary].

https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/rising-stars/



