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IN TDN AMERICA TODAY
HISA BOARD VOTES TO KEEP STATUS QUO ON LASIX

RULES 
The HISA Board voted unanimously to make no changes to the

current rules regarding Lasix.

Bayside Boy at Ballylinch Stud | Racingfotos.com

OH BOY! THE BALLYLINCH
STALLION WHO'S BEEN
QUICK OFF THE MARK

By Emma Berry
   After months of longing for the turf season to get underway, it
is now that time of year when you have to have your wits about
you just to keep up with the results from around the world.
   With many owners and trainers now beginning the countdown
to Royal Ascot, an area that is quickly taking shape - and
changing shape - is that of the first-season sires' table, and there
is no better advertisement for a young sire than to have a
first-crop winner at the royal meeting. When the betting was
first chalked up for the championship early this year, it was no
surprise to see Minzaal installed as favourite with Blackbeard
and Persian Force the only two other stallions in single-figure
odds. 
   Persian Force, by Mehmas, the leading first-season sire of
2020, follows not just in his own father's footsteps as he bids to
gain another freshman championship for Tally-Ho Stud, but also
those of Cotai Glory and last year's leader Starman, who have all
started their careers at the Mullingar farm. As might have been
expected at this stage, Persian Force already has four winners to
his credit as well as the Listed First Flier Stakes runner-up What
A Girl Wants, who claimed some black type on the same Curragh
card that included Persian Force's latest winner, Immortal
Guard, owned by Ramiro Restrepo, Jacob West and Giselle de
Aguiar. Cont. p3

'NOTHING MUST REMAIN STAGNANT':

FRANCE GALOP PRESIDENT CALLS FOR

CHANGE
   France Galop president Guillaume de Saint-Seine has issued a

call to arms to the French racing and breeding industry, asking

for its backing to "build a new model, simpler, more efficient,

more sustainable". The changes are expected to be

implemented by January 2027.

   Delivered in a personal letter to stakeholders under the title

'Change. Now. Together.', Saint-Seine said, "There comes a time

when we must speak plainly: we can no longer continue on the

trajectory of the last twenty years. Our historical resources are

shrinking, calling for the creation of new revenue streams. Our

competitive environment is being disrupted and demands

greater responsiveness. And this is happening within a societal

context that is also evolving very rapidly, requiring constant

adaptation." Cont. p5

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/
https://www.tattersalls.com/sales/july-sale/4DCGI/Sale/JUL26/Main/Overview/
https://bit.ly/3I0Ig3t
https://coolmore.com/en/ireland/stallion/blackbeard/
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6 | ALAM WINS THE G3 PRIX GREFFULHE
The son of Zelzal won the Group 3 at Saint-Cloud on Tuesday.

7 | DARYZ SIBLING DARYZAN NEW RISING STAR
Daryzan (Zarak) was named a 'TDN Rising Star, presented by Hagyard'.

8 | BOW ECHO RATED THE BEST GUINEAS WINNER SINCE FRANKEL
Timeform gave Bow Echo (Night Of Thunder) a rating of 131 for his G1 Betfred
Guineas victory.

PUBLISHER & CEO

Sue Morris Finley @suefinley

suefinley@thetdn.com

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

Gary King  @garykingTDN

garyking@thetdn.com

Chief Correspondent

Emma Berry @collingsberry

emmaberry@thetdn.com

Managing Editor

Heather Anderson  @HLAndersonTDN

Business Development Manager

Alayna Cullen Birkett @AlaynaCullen

alaynacullen@thetdn.com

European Sales Editor

Brian Sheerin @BrianSheerin91

Deputy European Editor

Adam Houghton @hought94

Cafe Racing

Sean Cronin & Tom Frary

caferacing@thetdn.com

Regular Columnist

John Berry

ADVERTISING

tdnadstaff@gmail.com

Director of Advertising

Alycia Borer

Advertising Manager

Lia Best

Senior Advertising Designer

Amanda Crelin

Advertising Designer

Amie Newcomb

Advertising Assistant/Dir. of Distribution

Liz Fronczek

Advertising Assistant

Justin Fowler

60 Broad Street, Suite 105 

Red Bank, NJ 07701

732-747-8060 | www.TheTDN.com/europe

The Daryzan team after he gained 'TDN Rising Star', presented by Hagyard status at

Saint-Cloud on Tuesday. He is a half-brother to Arc hero Daryz (Sea The Stars). 
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Blessed Voyager in the colours of Valmont | Racingfotos.com

Bayside Boy Cont. from p1

   Coolmore's Blackbeard also has two winners to his credit so

far, as does Kildangan Stud's Naval Crown. What might not have

been so widely anticipated, however, was the fast start that has

been made by Bayside Boy, who

stands alongside his sire New Bay

at Ballylinch Stud, where he was

bred. With 85 foals in his first crop,

he was 100/1 when the betting

opened for the first-season sires'

championship, though those odds

will now have shortened.

   From just six runners to date,

Bayside Boy is now responsible for

four winners, three of which won

on debut, and two placed horses.

Now, it is worth stating that these

are early days, but considering that

we might have been expecting to

see Bayside Boy's runners come to

the fore a little later in the season, it will be fascinating to see if

this trend continues.

   "It's pretty impressive and we're delighted," Ballylinch Stud's

John O'Connor told TDN on Tuesday in the aftermath of the

stallion's latest winner, the Ballylinch-owned and Henri

Devin-trained Belisa Bay, in Bordeaux. 

   "I'm not completely surprised, I have to say, because he was a

high-quality horse himself. And when he first ran himself, I think

he had the highest debut Timeform

rating of the year. So he was a

horse with natural ability, he was a

quick learner, and it looks like the

stock are the same. 

   "But I certainly couldn't have

expected him to do what he's

done. It's something that I don't

think anyone could have expected,

but he's done it anyhow. And from

what I'm told by people that I

respect their opinion, there are

plenty more nice ones to come."

   The Ralph Beckett-trained

Blessed Voyager became Bayside

Boy's first winner at Newbury's

Greenham meeting on April 17 and the colt has Ballylinch

stamped all over him as he's out of a mare by Belardo, who was

also a high-class colt bred at the stud who went on to win the G1

Dewhurst and G1 Lockinge Stakes. Cont. p4

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.tattersalls.ie/
https://coolmore.com/en/ireland/stallion/blackbeard/
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Bayside Boy Cont.

   Blessed Voyager's dam Elysium first won at two in June and

later that year won the G3 Weld Park Stakes, so it is perhaps no

surprise that her mating with Bayside Boy - who also broke his

maiden at Newbury on debut, albeit in July, before winning the

G2 Champagne Stakes - would produce an early two-year-old

runner. That, however, is not the profile followed by some of

Bayside Boy's other winners to date. 

   "We did expect him to have some precocity because they

looked athletic as yearlings," O'Connor says. "But part of what is

interesting is that the winners are not necessarily out of

particularly precocious mares. The filly today [Belisa Bay] is out

of a mare by Fascinating Rock, who won over a mile and a

quarter. His winner on Sunday in Madrid is out of a mare that

we raced ourselves, who was a middle-distance mare as well.

And the one of Gavin Cromwell's that was second in the very

good maiden race at Navan is out of a mare who won over a

mile and a quarter and a mile and a half.

   "That's the surprise in the sense that they're showing that level

of precocity. I didn't expect that."

   The above-mentioned Gavin Cromwell-trained Barrow Bay was

a half-length second to Tribeca (Blue Point) in Navan's

six-furlong maiden on April 25. He is out of the Sea The Moon

mare Illumined, and she has already provided a decent runner

for the trainer in the 2023 Chesham Stakes winner Snellen

(Expert Eye).

   On Saturday, Arapaho Gold landed Thirsk's five-furlong maiden

by two and a half lengths on debut for Michael Dods, and that

was followed on Sunday by a similarly impressive five-furlong

debut for the Guillermo Arizkorreta-trained Elcano at Madrid.

Arapaho Gold's dam Call Of The Jungle (Bungle Inthejungle) was

herself a winner over the minimum trip but Elcano is out of the

12-furlong winner La Joya (Lope De Vega).

   Strategic partnerships, particularly when launching new

stallions, have served Ballylinch Stud well over the years and this

business practice has again been seen to good effect in the story

of Bayside Boy, who was bred by the farm from the

Listed-winning Anabaa mare Alava, and was raced in partnership

with Teme Valley.

   "In any aspect of the breeding and racing game, you need lots

of luck," O'Connor says. "Bayside Boy was a lovely yearling and

Richard Ryan, who is a good judge in fairness, picked him out.

Richard came to me at the sales and said, 'I really love your

yearling but we might find it hard to buy him because I think

there are plenty of other people trying to buy him.'

   "So we retained 25% of him as a yearling. We then bought

another 25% of him when he won the G2 Champagne Stakes as

a two-year-old.@ Cont. p5

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://coolmore.com/en/ireland/stallion/sioux-nation/
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Guillaume de Saint-Seine | Scoop Dyga

Bayside Boy Cont.

   He added, AAnd then when he won the Group 1 [Queen

Elizabeth II Stakes], we syndicated him amongst breeders and

ourselves. [Ballylinch Stud owner] John Malone is very

comfortable with doing partnerships.

   "We've had plenty of luck but we do try to give the young

horses the best chance that we can. That helps a bit. But

equally, the other people who support them are very important

in their development as well."

   One stalwart supporter of Ballylinch Stud has been Eileen

Farrelly, who was responsible for breeding one of Lope De

Vega's earliest black-type winners in the G2 Cornwallis Stakes

victrix Royal Razalma. Now 14, Royal Razalma looms large in

some good results for both Bayside Boy and New Bay over the

last few days. She is the dam of New Bay's nine-length Listed

Polonia Stakes winner Royal Bay Cen, while another of her

daughters, Belisa De Vega (Fascinating Rock), is in turn the dam

of Bayside Boy's latest winner Belisa Bay, also bred by Farrelly.

   "Sometimes you get an association with breeders, and

breeders and farmers have great luck together. That's what it's

all about, really," O'Connor notes. 

   Royal Bay Cen was one of two Listed winners for New Bay on

Sunday along with the Pretty Polly Stakes winner Jennifer Jane.

He adds, "Both of them were very impressive three-year-olds,

and we think that his three-year-old crop will be very impressive

as the year goes on."

   Along with keeping tabs on the progeny of the Ballylinch

stallions over the weekend, which included Graded victories in

America for Lope De Vega's Mondego and No Show Sammy Jo as

well a Listed Paradise Stakes win for Jonquil, O'Connor was

pleased to cheer on Ballylinch graduate Jancis (Tamayuz), who

was born and raised at the farm and put in a stellar performance

when winning Sunday's G2 Dahlia Stakes at Newmarket. 

   "She has a serious turn of foot when there's plenty of pace on

in front of her," he said. "And it's great for [owner-breeeder]

Arturo Cousino, who's taken a view on that family and has

followed that up through various adversities, and so he deserves

every bit of success that he gets."

France Galop President Calls For Change Cont. from p1

   A newly-formed task force described as an "intentionally agile

group composed of five experienced professionals from the

industry and the corporate world" will make its initial

recommendations to the board of France Galop by mid-May.

Saint-Seine, who assumed the role of president in December

2023, stated that the task force had been unanimously backed

by the board and initiated without delay "because

transformation is necessary - both in the short term and for the

future".

   "The Task Force isn't just another think tank," he continued.

"We've seen those before. They all produced useful analyses,

but rarely led to decisions and effective implementation. How

can we explain these failures? Undoubtedly, a poor mix of

cultural resistance (the infamous "we've always done it this

way") and fear of change. Undoubtedly also because the

situation wasn't serious enough and the sense of urgency wasn't

strong enough. Today, the urgency is very real."

   In May 2025 it was announced that prize-money in France

would be cut by i20 million annually from July of last year,

meaning a 6.9 per cent reduction in purses across French racing,

bar Group 1 contests, in 2026. This was largely owing to a fall in

betting turnover on racing through France's Pari Mutuel Urbain

(PMU).

   Saint-Seine added, "This is a collective effort. This involves the

management of France Galop, its staff, its governing bodies, and

all of you who keep horse racing alive in our country. The Task

Force does not replace the teams at the parent company. It

relies on them. It trusts them. And it will be by their side to

support the decisions made, making them concrete and

applicable. The members of the Task Force will also be present

to support their implementation. I want to acknowledge their

commitment and thank them for dedicating their time, on a

voluntary basis, to the effort of reinventing our model.

   "The statutory bodies will, of course, be consulted within their

areas of expertise. Nothing will be done without consultation.

But nothing must remain stagnant. The time of long years of

observation is behind us. Together, we will write a new chapter

in the long history of French horse racing."

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/oh-boy-the-ballylinch-stallion-whos-been-quick-off-the-mark/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/nothing-must-remain-stagnant-france-galop-president-calls-for-change/


  TDN EUROPE • PAGE 6 OF 13 • THETDN.COM WEDNESDAY • 6 MAY 2026

Alam | Scoop Dyga

ZELZAL=S ALAM SHEDS MAIDEN STATUS IN

SAINT-CLOUD=S PRIX GREFFULHE
by Sean Cronin

   Al Shaqab Racing=s homebred three-year-old colt Alam (Zelzal)

entered Tuesday=s G3 Prix Greffulhe at Saint-Cloud as a three-

race maiden and justified a G1 Prix du Jockey Club entry with a

snug 1 1/4-length triumph in the 10 1/2-furlong contest.

   The honour roll features Darshaan, Peintre Celebre, Montjeu,

et al, and Alam becomes the second winner of the race for Mikel

Delzangles, who had previously struck with subsequent Jockey

Club fourth Kesampour in 2012.

   AHe ran very well at the same track [and trip] last time, he has

improved since and we thought he deserved his chance in this

race,@ Delzangles commented. A[Rider] Antoine [Hamelin] was

very happy and said the horse had really improved and is much

stronger than he was at the beginning of the season.@

   Looking to the future, the trainer continued, AHe=s a very good-

looking horse, he=s a Zelzal with a bit of stamina, and I think he

should be able to stay 12 furlongs in time. We=ll have to discuss

plans with the team, but the [May 31 G1 Prix du] Jockey Club is a

good possibility.@

   The 14-5 third-favourite of four, who is also on the July 14 G1

Grand Prix de Paris docket, raced in second early before settling

into a smooth rhythm racing third for the most part. Regaining

second on the bridle at the top of the straight, he was stoked up

to launch his challenge with 300 metres remaining and ridden

out to prevail in ultimately snug fashion.

   Last term=s Listed Prix Isonomy victor Regal Resolve (Kingman)

responded to prolonged urging to claim second, 3/4-of-a-length

ahead of G3 Prix de Conde victor and G3 Prix Noailles fourth

Waybreaker (Galiway). Hello Jo (Hello Youmzain), who made

most of the running, was a neck further adrift in fourth.

Pedigree Notes
   Alam, a half-brother to the hitherto unraced two-year-old colt

Katon (Night Of Thunder), becomes his sire=s 14th stakes winner

and is the first of two foals out of Listed Pontefract Castle Stakes

and Listed Chalice Stakes victrix Katara (Deep Impact).

   His dam is the leading performer thrown by G2 Park Hill Stakes

third Asyad (New Approach), herself a daughter of G2 Preis der

Diana (German Oaks) and G2 German 1000 Guineas-winning

ubermare Elle Danzig (Roi Danzig).

   Elle Danzig=s highlights also include the G1 Premio Roma,

twice, and G1 Grosser Dallmayr-Preis, and she is the dam of

eight black-type performers headed by the multiple Group 3-

winning G1 Preis der Diana second and G1 Grosser Dallmayr-

Preis third Elle Shadow (Shamardal).

Tuesday, Saint-Cloud, France

PRIX GREFFULHE-G3, i73,200, Saint-Cloud, 5-5, 3yo, 10 1/2fT,

2:13.82, sf.

1--ALAM (FR), 128, c, 3, by Zelzal (Fr)

1st Dam: Katara (Fr) (MSW-Eng), by Deep Impact (Jpn)

2nd Dam: Asyad (Ire), by New Approach (Ire)

3rd Dam: Elle Danzig (Ger), by Roi Danzig

   1ST BLACK-TYPE WIN; 1ST GROUP WIN. O/B-Al Shaqab

   Racing; T-Mikel Delzangles; J-Antoine Hamelin. i36,600.

   Lifetime Record: 4-1-2-0, i48,454. Werk Nick Rating: F. Click

   for the eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree, or the 

   free Equineline.com catalogue-style pedigree.

2--Regal Resolve (GB), 128, c, 3, Kingman (GB)--Wisdom Mind

   (Ire), by Dark Angel (Ire). 1ST GROUP BLACK TYPE.

   (260,000gns Wlg >23 TATFOA; 500,000gns Ylg >24 TATOCT).

   O-Juddmonte Farms Inc; B-Sun Bloodstock SARL; T-Francis-

   Henri Graffard. i14,640.

3--Waybreaker (Fr), 128, c, 3, Galiway (GB)--Ickymasho (GB), by

   Multiplex (GB). (i210,000 Ylg >24 ARQAUG). O-Hisaaki Saito;

   B-OTI Management Pty Ltd; T-Francis-Henri Graffard.

   i10,980.

Margins: 1 1/4, 3/4, NK. Odds: 2.80, 5.40, 2.00.

Also Ran: Hello Jo (Fr).

Follow the TDN staff on Twitter
Thoroughbred Daily News

@garykingTDN @CBossTDN @collingsberry

@EquinealTDN @HLAndersonTDN @AlaynaCullen

@BrianSheerin91 @tdncronin @hought94
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Daryzan | Scoop Dyga

DARYZ=S SIBLING DARYZAN ENGAGES

TURBO IN TDN RISING STAR DISPLAY AT

SAINT-CLOUD by Sean Cronin

   Daryz confirmed his wellbeing with a dazzling turn-of-foot in

last week=s G1 Prix Ganay and his year-younger half-brother

Daryzan (Zarak) was the focus in Tuesday=s Prix Mendez, a one-

mile newcomers= event, at Saint-Cloud.

   The Francis Graffard-trained G1 Prix du Jockey Club and G1

Grand Prix de Paris entry did not disappoint and delivered a

scintillating performance of his own to earn a TDN Rising Star,

presented by Hagyard, rosette on debut, becoming the second

Rising Star for his Haras de Bonneval-based sire.

   AHe=s an immature horse, we=ve done a lot of work at the yard

to calm him down and I=m very pleased,@ said Graffard. AHe was

ready to make his debut, but I didn=t know if he=d handle the

[soft] ground. I think he was impressive today and, when

Mickael [Barzalona] gave him one flick of the whip, he really

flew home. His mother is an incredible broodmare and I think

there is plenty of improvement to come.@

   The trainer added, AI will have a look at the programme and

we=ll see how he comes out of the race. He=s a nice horse and he

has the whole season ahead of him.@

   The well-backed 7-10 favourite was not the best away and

raced towards the rear of the 14-strong field before making a

rapid move forward into contention on the home turn. Tapped

for speed momentarily when Modelling (Lucky Vega) quickened

two lengths clear approaching the final furlong, he soon

engaged turbo and unleashed a telling burst of acceleration to

overpower that rival and hit the line with five lengths to spare

from Memory (Mehmas).

   Daryzan is the latest of 11 foals and eighth scorer from as

many runners out of G1 Hong Kong Vase victrix Daryakana

(Selkirk), herself one of three black-type winners produced by

G1 Prix de Diane and G1 Prix Vermeille heroine Daryaba (Night

Shift).

   As well as the aforementioned Arc and Ganay hero Daryz, the

winner is also a half-brother to G1 Prix Ganay winner Dariyan

(Shamardal), the Group/Grade 2-winning duo Darkaniya

(Frankel) and Devamani (Dubawi), and the stakes-winning

Dariyza (Dawn Approach) and Darabad (Dansili).

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/daryzs-sibling-daryzan-engages-turbo-in-tdn-rising-star-display-at-saint-cloud/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/stallions-top-runners/?sire=Dawn+Approach+%28Ire%29#tot
https://bit.ly/2KNga16
https://www.agakhanstuds.com/Stallions/201300182/Home/en
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Bow Echo & Billy Loughnane | Alamy

4th-Saint-Cloud, i24,700, Mdn, 5-5, unraced 3yo, 8fT, 1:45.51,

sf.

1--DARYZAN (FR), c, 3, by Zarak (Fr)

1st Dam: Daryakana (Fr) (G1SW-HK, GSW & G1SP-Fr),

by Selkirk

2nd Dam: Daryaba (Ire), by Night Shift

3rd Dam: Darata (Ire), by Vayrann (Ire)

   Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0, i12,350. *1/2 to Daryz (Fr) (Sea

TheStars {Ire}), MG1SW-Fr; Dariyan (Fr) (Shamardal), G1SW-Fr,  

G1SP-HK & GSP-UAE; Devamani (Fr) (Dubawi {Ire}), MGSW-US;  

Darkaniya (Fr) (Frankel {GB}), GSW-Ger & SW-Fr; Dariyza (Fr) 

(Dawn Approach {Ire}), SW & GSP-Fr; and Darabad (Fr) (Dansili  

{GB}), SW-Fr. Click for the free Equineline.com catalogue-style

pedigree.

O/B-Aga Khan Studs; T-Francis-Henri Graffard; J-Mickael

Barzalona.

BOW ECHO RATED THE BEST GUINEAS

WINNER SINCE FRANKEL

   Bow Echo has been given a rating of 131 for his brilliant

performance in the G1 Betfred 2000 Guineas by Timeform. 

   The son of Night Of Thunder won by 2 3/4 lengths over Gstaad

(Starspangledbanner) (123).

   Only five horses have earned a higher rating in winning the
2000 Guineas since 1970. Ranked by rating, they are Brigadier
Gerard 141 (1971), El Gran Senor 136 (1984), Nijinsky II 135
(1970), Frankel 135 (2011) and Dancing Brave 134 (1986).
   Bow Echo is not entered in the G1 Betfred Derby for George
Boughey, but the G1 St James=s Palace Stakes at Royal Ascot and
G1 Sussex Stakes at Goodwood are on the horizon for the colt,
who is raced by the Executors of the late Sheikh Mohammed
Obaid.

BENVENUTO CELLINI HEADS DERBY

CONFIRMATIONS; CALANDAGAN REMAINS

IN CORONATION CUP
   Forty-one colts remain in contention for the ,2 million Betfred
Derby following Tuesday's latest scratching stage, with a handful
of colts trained by Aidan O'Brien heading the market.
   Top among them is Benvenuto Cellini, a son of Frankel and the
Breeders' Cup winner Newspaperofrecord who will make his
seasonal debut in Wednesday's G3 Boodles Chester Vase.
   Of the 41 remaining entries, 21 are trained in Ireland - 17 by
O'Brien and the other four trained by his son, Joseph, who won
the Derby twice as a jockey aboard Camelot and Australia. Ten
different stables are represented among the 20 British-trained
entries, with Listed Blue Riband Trial runner-up Rebel Rocker
(Cityscape) being a first Derby entry for Faye Bramley.
   The next confirmation stage for the Derby is on Tuesday, May
19.
   This year's Coronation Cup, which is sponsored by Coolmore
for the first time with prize-money of ,1 million, takes place on
Derby day and has 18 entries remaining, including last year's
winner and runner-up, Jan Brueghel (Galileo) and Calandagan
(Galileo), and last year's Derby and Oaks winners, Lambourn
(Australia) and Minnie Hauk (Frankel). 
   Calandagan's stable-mates, the Arc winner Daryz (Sea The
Stars) and King George winner Goliath (Adlerflug), also remain
engaged. 
   That Francis Graffard-trained trio is also among the entries for
the G1 Coral-Eclipse on Saturday, July 4. The ,1-million contest
has attracted 42 potential runners, which include Ombudsman
(Night Of Thunder) and Minnie Hauk plus Diamond Necklace (St
Mark=s Basilica), Puerto Rico (Wootton Bassett) and Gstaad
(Starspangledbanner) among the three-year-olds listed.
    David Stevens of Coral, which has sponsored the Eclipse for 51
years, said, "Aidan O'Brien has entered a typically strong team
as he bids for a record-extending 10th win in the race, while it's
great to see the Aga Khan Studs enter the superstar pair of
Calandagan and Daryz, but our opening favourite is
Ombudsman, 3-1 to go one place better than he did in last
year's contest." Cont. p9
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Isaac Of York | Scoop Dyga

French Guineas Taking Shape
   After Tuesday's forfeit stage 19 colts and 19 fillies remain in

contention for the two French Guineas to be run on Sunday.

   Puerto Rico is Ballydoyle's main contender among the colts for

the Poule d'Essai des Poulains while the Karl Burke-trained

Hankelow (Night Of Thunder) represents the late Sheikh

Mohammed Obaid Al Maktoum, whose Bow Echo won last

Saturday's 2,000 Guineas. 

   The G1 Prix Marcel Boussac winner Diamond Necklace stands

her ground for the Poule d'Essai des Pouliches, as does the G2

Rockfel Stakes winner Zanthos (Sioux Nation), trained by Simon

and Ed Crisford. 

RCA RESPONSE TO ASCOT=S DECISION TO

LEAVE THE ORGANISATION
   The Racecourse Association insists it remains Acommitted to

being a positive advocate for the sport@ following Ascot=s

announcement it intends to leave the organisation at the end of

the year.

   Ascot, Goodwood, The Jockey Club, Newbury and York

collectively wrote to the RCA in March calling for an Aurgent

review@ of its governance to support industry change requesting

a proposal for reform by the end of April.

   Objectives that were set out aimed at ensuring the board and

voting representation is balanced and credible, that significant

views from key racecourses could influence outcomes and that

the organisation can act decisively on matters affecting the

wider industry.

   With that date having passed, Ascot released a statement on

Monday saying it had decided to give notice to leave the RCA by

the end of 2026 as Asufficient progress has not been made@.

   The Jockey Club later said it would give the process extra time

in the hope a potential solution can be found, but added that its

RCA membership will not be renewed in 2027 if changes cannot

be delivered by the end of July.

   A statement from the RCA on Wednesday read: AThe

Racecourse Association was disappointed to learn of Ascot

Racecourse=s intention to leave the representative body of

British racecourses at the end of 2026.

   AAs cited in media sources on Monday, the RCA is currently

undertaking a thorough governance review at the request of a

number of our members. This process is expected to conclude

by July 31, 2026, at which point we will present the findings and

recommendations to our board.

   AThroughout this process, the RCA Board, Executive and

members, including the other signatories to the initial call for a

review, have worked closely and in good faith to ensure the

review delivers the changes required to benefit British

horseracing.

   AThe RCA remains committed to being a positive advocate for

the sport and delivering its extensive portfolio of services to all

its 58 members. We look forward to the conclusion of the

review, which we are confident will provide all members with

the confidence and security to future-proof the RCA and our

contribution to the administration of British horseracing.@

ISAAC OF YORK LEADS MORE ARQANA

WILDCARDS
   A trio of wildcards, anchored by Isaac Of York (Ivanhowe) (lot

13), have been added to the Arqana Grand Steeple Sale.

   Grade 2-placed over hurdles, the four-year-old won the Listed

Grande Course de Haies des 4 Ans on his seasonal debut.

   Other late additions include Here Be Dragons (Doctor Dino)

(lot 12), second on his hurdling debut. His dam has already

foaled multiple Grade 1 winners Mighty Potter (Martaline),

Caldwell Potter (Martaline) and Brighterdaysahead (Kapgarde),

as well as graded winners French Dynamite (Kentucky Dynamite)

and Indiana Jones (Blue Bresil).

   Rounding out the trio is lot 11, Azimuts (Persian King). He is a

half-brother to Dizzy Bizu (Caravaggio).

   For the complete catalogue, please visit the Arqana website.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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FIRST-SEASON SIRES
WITH RUNNERS 

Minzaal has a runner at Chester | INPHO/Morgan Treacy
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OBSERVATIONS
on the European racing scene

Wednesday, May 6, 2026:

FRANCE

Marianafoot (Fr) (Footstepsinthesand {GB}), Haras des Faunes

28 foals of racing age/1 winner/0 black-type winners

1-MAR.BORELY, 1200m, Body Physical (Fr)

 

Sealiway (Fr) (Galiway {GB}), Haras de Beaumont

80 foals of racing age/1 winner/0 black-type winners

1-MAR.BORELY, 1200m, Witchway (Fr)

 

UNITED KINGDOM

Blackbeard (Ire) (No Nay Never), Coolmore Stud

116 foals of racing age/2 winners/0 black-type winners

13:30-CHESTER, 5f, Black Treasure (Fr)

i30,000 Arqana Deauville October Yearlings 2025

 

Minzaal (Ire) (Mehmas {Ire}), Derrinstown Stud

115 foals of racing age/0 winners/0 black-type winners

13:30-CHESTER, 5f, Yahaira (Ire)

i35,000 Tattersalls Ireland September Yearling 2025

STAR CATCHER=S DAUGHTER BRILLIANT

STAR HEADS TO KEMPTON
7.00 Kempton, Novice, 3-5yo, f/m, 10f 219y (AWT)

BRILLIANT STAR (GB) (Cracksman {GB}) was engaged in the

afternoon=s Cheshire Oaks, but understandably the Gosdens

prefer to spare her a clash with their exciting I=m The One and

head here for an easy target. Successful by 10 lengths at

Yarmouth last month, Anthony Oppenheimer=s daughter of his

Irish Oaks, Prix Vermeille and British Champions Fillies & Mares

Stakes heroine Star Catcher (Sea The Stars) should have too

much class for her seven rivals here.

Tuesday=s Results:

2nd-Wolverhampton, ,8,000, Novice, 5-5, 3-5yo, f/m, 8f 142y

(AWT), 1:51.71, st.

BINTAZIZA (IRE) (f, 3, Study Of Man {Ire}--Catalan {Ire}, by

Duke Of Marmalade {Ire}), off the mark by 6 1/2 lengths on

debut at Newcastle last month, tracked the early pace.

Committed approaching the two pole, the 1-8 favourite took

command and despite running around hit the line strong to

score by 3 3/4 lengths from Romance Spirit (Teofilo).

   The dam is a half to the GII Mervin H. Muniz Jr. Handicap and

GII Mac Diarmida Stakes winner and GI Gulfstream Park Turf

Handicap third Amira=s Prince (Teofilo) and the Listed scorer and

Group 3-placed Hen Night (Danehill Dancer). From the Moyglare

family of the Irish 1,000 Guineas heroine Trusted Partner, her

yearling filly is by Cracksman. Sales history: i38,000 Ylg >24

GOFORY. Lifetime Record: 2-2-0-0, $11,674.

O-Salhia Stud Limited; B-Mrs S M Rogers & Sir Thomas

Pilkington; T-Roger Varian.

1st-Ayr, ,10,000, Mdn, 5-5, 3yo/up, 6fT, 1:11.85, 

g/f.

RAILWAYMAN (IRE) (c, 3, Blue Point {Ire}--Charlotte Rosina

{GB}, by Choisir {Aus}), a 420,000gns Book 1 graduate who hit

the board behind subsequent impressive winner Westport (Blue

Point) over this distance at Leicester last month, raced in a

handy third after a slick getaway from the far-side stall. 

Cont. p11
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Kodiac | Alice Fitzgerald

1st-Ayr Cont.

   Nudged along briefly approaching the quarter-mile pole, the

2-9 lock engaged Stoneacre Joe (Showcasing) with 1 1/2 furlongs

remaining and was driven out late to assert by 1 3/4 lengths

from that rival.

   AHe is a lovely horse, he ran really well first time and he put it

to bed quite nicely today,@ said rider Clifford Lee. AHe didn=t pick

up as quick as I thought he would, but he definitely saw out the

trip very well. That=s only his second run and he=ll come on for

that again. The [good-to-firm] ground was plenty quick enough

and a bit of juice would help him.@

   Railwayman is the fourth of six reported foals and third scorer

produced by the multiple winner Charlotte Rosina (Choisir), who

hails from the family of Group 1 winners Linamix (Mendez) and

Luna Wells (Sadler=s Wells).

   He is a half-brother to G1 King=s Stand and G1 July Cup hero

Oxted (Mayson), the unraced two-year-old filly Faith In Florence

(Mehmas) and a weanling colt by City Of Troy. Sales history:

420,000gns Ylg >24 TATOCT. Lifetime Record: 2-1-0-1, $9,008.

O-Exors of the Late Sheikh Mohammed Obaid; B-Woodstock

Thoroughbred Breeding Ltd; T-Karl Burke.

Tuesday=s Results:

IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF VINTAGE TIPPLE STAKES-Listed,

i50,000, Gowran, 5-5, 4yo/up, f/m, 14fT, 3:03.72, g/y.

1--MOODY (IRE), 131, f, 4, Night Of Thunder (Ire)--Agathonia

   (SW & GSP-Ger, SP-Fr), by Street Cry (Ire). (i125,000 HRA >25

   ARQDEC). O-Mel Sutcliffe; B-Godolphin; T-Paddy Twomey;

   J-Billy Lee. i30,000. Lifetime Record: 4-3-1-0, $86,976.

2--Snapretend (Ire), 128, f, 4, Make Believe (GB)--Pedisnap (Ire),

   by Footstepsinthesand (GB). (i14,000 RNA Ylg >23 TATIRY).

   O/B-J P Farrell; T-Joseph O=Brien. i10,000.

3--Dippedinmoonlight (Ire), 128, m, 6, Zarak (Fr)--Born Again  

   (Fr), by Cape Cross (Ire). 1ST BLACK TYPE. (i9,500 HRA >24

   GOFFEB). O-Paul Byrne; B-Born Again Partnership; T-Emmet

   Mullins. i5,000.

Margins: HF, 2 3/4, 1HF. Odds: 2.25, 1.88, 10.00.

Also Ran: Nuit (Ire), Contorsion, Jannah Star (Ire), Tamam Desert

(Ire), Denim And Diamonds (Ire), Bay Colony (Ire), Floresta (Ire).

   Handed a three-pound penalty for narrowly denying

Snapretend in the 12-furlong Listed Noblesse Stakes at Cork last

month, Moody repeated the feat up in trip as the pair

dominated again. Keeping that rival honest on the front end

throughout, the ex-Andre Fabre-trained winner began to get the

upper hand a furlong from home and saw out the greater

stamina test strongly to double her black-type tally.

   AIt might have looked like a bit of an odd idea to come with a

penalty into a Listed race, having won a Listed race but I felt that

it was only her fourth run and I wanted her to learn a bit more,@

trainer Paddy Twomey said. AI thought she=d stay, without

absolutely relishing the mile-six. I thought she had the class to

stay. She was here to learn and hopefully we=ll go for the

Munster Oaks next.@

   Moody=s dam Agathonia, who was a Listed winner and Group

3-placed in Germany, hails from the family of the Queen

Elizabeth II Stakes-winning sire Markofdistinction. Also related

to the Ribblesdale winner and Pretty Polly runner-up Flying

Cloud (Storming Home), she has a two-year-old filly by Masar

and a yearling filly by Dubawi.

IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF VICTOR MCCALMONT MEMORIAL

STAKES-Listed, i50,000, Gowran, 5-5, 4yo/up, f/m, 9fT,

2:00.15, g/y.

1--SINDRIA (IRE), 131, f, 4, Kodiac (GB)--Miss Liguria (GB), by

   Galileo (Ire). 1ST BLACK-TYPE WIN. (37,000gns Ylg >23

   TATOCT; 75,000gns RNA 2yo >24 TATOCT; 65,000gns HRA >25

   TATJUL). O-Sights On Gold Three Partnership; B-Ringfort Stud

   Ltd; T-Joseph O=Brien; J-Dylan Browne McMonagle. i30,000.

   Lifetime Record: 7-3-0-0, $60,284.

2--Lemsairbat (Fr), 131, m, 5, Bated Breath (GB)--Ghand (Ire), by

   Galileo (Ire). (i70,000 RNA HRA >24 ARQJUL; i34,000 HRA >24

   ARQDEC; 65,000gns HRA >25 TATMA). O-H R D McCalmont &

   Hamish McCalmont & Andrew N C Bengough; B-Al Shaqab

   Racing; T-Joseph O=Brien. i10,000.

3--Subsonic (Ire), 131, f, 4, Lope De Vega (Ire)--Laganore (Ire),  

   by Fastnet Rock (Aus). 1ST BLACK TYPE. O/B-Newtown Anner

   Stud; T-Johnny Murtagh. i5,000.

Margins: 2 1/4, HF, 3/4. Odds: 3.50, 7.00, 33.00.

Also Ran: Faiyum (GB), Lady Lilac (Ire), Abbey Actress (Ire), Um

Wadi (Ire), Apercu (Ire), She's A Nation (Ire).

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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Listed Victor McCalmont Memorial Stakes Cont.

   Formerly with Dermot Weld, Sindria took a step forward when

winning a mile handicap here last month and relished this

further rise in distance to gain an authoritative first black-type

success. Ridden as if the trip would be no problem, she swooped

on Juddmonte=s ultimately-disappointing 8-11 favourite Faiyum

(Frankel) passing two out and forged clear from there.

   AShe=s a good-looking Stakes-winning filly,@ trainer Joseph

O=Brien said. AI think there is a Group race for her here later in

the year and it would make sense to come back here. It would

be an option and she=ll be in all those races now.@

   The dam is a half to the Listed scorers Miss Cap Estel

(Hernando) and St Jean Cap Ferrat (Domedriver) and a

granddaughter of the Listed Lupe Stakes winner and Sun Chariot

and Nassau-placed Miss Beaulieu (Northfields). Her yearling son

of Good Guess was bought by Clonmult Farm for 18,000gns at

the Tattersalls December Foal Sale.

1st-Gowran, i17,000, Mdn, 5-5, 3yo, 7fT, 1:27.18, yl.

SHAWS BAY (IRE) (c, 3, Saxon Warrior {Jpn}--Intuit {Ire}, by

Intello {Ger}), fourth on debut over course and distance last

month, broke well to lead. Sticking to his task in the closing

stages, the 100-30 shot held on to prevail by a neck from

Bamako Beach (Sands Of Mali).

   The unraced dam, who also has a two-year-old filly by Cotai

Glory, is a daughter of the Listed Lingfield  Oaks Trial winner

Sindirana (Kalanisi) who is also the second dam of the G2 Grand

Prix de Deauville and G2 Prix Maurice de Nieuil winner Sibayan

(Blame) and G3 Ballyogan Stakes winner and G1 Flying Five-

placed Sonaiyla (Dark Angel). Sales history: i20,000 Ylg >24

GOFORY. Lifetime Record: 2-1-0-0, $12,695.

O-Glenstar Bloodstock Company Limited; B-Sabah Mubarak Al

Sabah; T-Johnny Murtagh.

5th-Gowran, i15,000, Mdn, 5-5, 3yo/up, 9f 100yT, 2:05.23,

g/y.

DARK LUCINDA (IRE) (f, 3, Dark Angel {Ire}--Wondrous Words

{Ire}, by Lope De Vega {Ire}), sent off at 5-1, worked her way to

the front after the first two furlongs. Strong to the line, the

newcomer had 3 1/2 lengths to spare over Mathoura (Calyx)

there.

   AShe=s a nice filly. I was keen to come for this race, because

she=s in the Gowran Classic in three weeks and that=ll be where

she goes,@ trainer Paddy Twomey said. ABallylinch are obviously

local as well.@

   The dam is a daughter of the G3 Silver Flash Stakes scorer

Wonderfully (Galileo), whose smart dam Massarra (Danehill)

also produced Galileo=s classy Gustav Klimt and Mars. From the

excellent family of Invincible Spirit, her two-year-old colt Trean

is by Bayside Boy while she also has a yearling colt by Sea The

Moon. Sales history: i40,000 Ylg >24 GOFORY. Lifetime Record:

1-1-0-0, $10,523.

O-Robert J W Moran & Ballylinch Stud; B-Ballylinch Stud;

T-Paddy Twomey.

2nd-Gowran, i13,000, Mdn, 5-5, 3yo/up, 8fT, 1:40.46, g/y.

SATOYAMA (GER) (c, 3, Alson {Ger}--Shiramiyna {Ire}, by

Invincible Spirit {Ire}), fifth on debut here last month, raced

close to the early pace. Committed two out, the 3-1 second

favourite stayed on strongly to score by 2 3/4 lengths from

Rolltight (Lucky Vega).

   The dam, whose Suada (Maxios) and Sibelius (Pastorius) were

Group 3-placed in Germany, hails from an Aga Khan Studs family

which includes the Prix Jean-Luc Lagardere-placed Shediak

(Selkirk). Sales history: i26,000 Ylg >24 BBAGS. Lifetime Record:

2-1-0-0, $9,495.

O-Philip Baron Von Ullmann; B-Lieselotte Meyer Zu Reckendorf;

T-Joseph O=Brien.

Tuesday=s Results:

6th-Saint-Cloud, i24,700, Mdn, 5-5, 3yo, f, 7fT, 1:30.26, sf.

KIANDA (FR) (f, 3, Romanised {Ire}--Forwardly {Fr}, by Zoffany

{Ire}), who was nine-lengths second to the promising Fabre

runner Argentella (Siyouni) here in November, was held up

towards the rear early. Staying on to overhaul Tchirikhova

(Zelzal) in the dying strides, the 9-1 shot had a neck to spare at

the line.

   The dam is a granddaughter of the Wildenstein mare Asnieres

(Spend A Buck), the half-sister to Arcangues who produced the

Group winners Forgotten Voice (Danehill Dancer) and Australie

(Sadler=s Wells). Forgotten Voice=s full-sister Attire was

responsible for the Irish Champion Stakes, Coronation Cup and

Tattersalls Gold Cup hero Luxembourg (Camelot). Forwardly=s

two-year-old colt Ilopango is by Golden Horde. Lifetime Record:

2-1-1-0, i21,034.

O-Francoise Perree & Mikel Delzangles; B-Mme F Perree;

T-Mikel Delzangles.

1st-Bordeaux-Le Bouscat, i21,000, Cond, 5-5, 2yo, 6fT,

1:20.89, sf.

BELISA BAY (IRE) (f, 2, Bayside Boy {Ire}--Belisa De Vega {Ire},

by Fascinating Rock {Ire}), who ran second at Lyon Parilly in her

Mar. 29 debut and third over five furlongs here last month, was

squeezed for room at the break and raced fifth after the initial

strides. Cont. p13
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Wilson Tesoro | Horsephotos

1st-Bordeaux-Le Bouscat Cont.

   Rowed along to reduce arrears once into the home straight,

the 13-5 second favourite entered the final furlong in fourth and

found plenty under continued urging in the dying embers to

prevail by a length from Lovely Warrior (Saxon Warrior),

becoming the fourth winner for her freshman sire (by New Bay).

   Belisa Bay, kin to a yearling filly by Native Trail, is the first of

two foals produced by a dual-winning half-sister to Sunday=s

runaway Listed Polonia Stakes victrix Royal Bay Cen (New Bay).

   Her second dam, G3 Cornwallis Stakes winner Royal Razalma

(Lope De Vega), is the leading performer out of Listed Platinum

Stakes runner-up Twiggy=s Sister (Flying Spur) and hails from the

family of dual G1 July Cup-placed sire Vaigly Great (Great

Nephew). Sales history: i18,000 RNA Wlg >24 GOFNOF;

i23,000 Ylg >25 TIRSEP. Lifetime Record: 3-1-1-1, i17,430.

O-Ballylinch Stud; B-Eileen Farrelly; T-Henri-Francois 

Devin.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Mister George (Fr), g, 3, Golden Horde (Ire)--La Golden Havana

   (Fr), by Le Havre (Ire). Saint-Cloud, 5-5, 7fT, ;:30.69. B-R

   Shaykhutdinov. *i25,000 Ylg >24 ARQOCT.

Janah (Fr), f, 4, Le Havre (Ire)--Chipolata (Fr) (GISP-US &

   MSP-Fr), by Muhtathir (GB). Chateaubriant, 5-5, 13 1/4fT,

   3:03.64. B-Hubert Honore, Nicolas Clement, Flo Hermans &

   Christophe Clement. *i120,000 Ylg >23 ARQOCT; i80,000

   HRA >25 ARQJUL. **1/2 to War Chimes (Fr) (Summer Front),

   SW & GSP-Fr, G1SP-Eng.

Tuesday=s Result:

KASHIWA KINEN-Listed (Jpn-G1),  136,000,000, Funabashi, 5-5,

4yo/up, 1600m, 1:38.60, gd.

1--WILSON TESORO (JPN), 126, h, 7, Kitasan Black (Jpn)

1st Dam: Chesutoke Rose, by Uncle Mo

2nd Dam: Deputy's Delight, by French Deputy

3rd Dam: Bishop's Delight, by Sawbones

   O-Kenji Ryotokuji Holdings; B-Ryoken Farm (Jpn); T-Noboru

   Takagi; J-Yuga Kawada; -80,000,000. Lifetime Record: MSW &

   MG1SP-Jpn, GSP-Kor, 29-10-8-0, -1,098,975,597.

2--Mikki Fight (Jpn), 126, h, 5, Drefong--Special Groove (Jpn), by

   Special Week (Jpn). O-Mizuki Noda; B-Northern Farm (Jpn); 

   -28,000,000.

3--Lord Fons (Jpn), 126, h, 6, Lord Kanaloa (Jpn)--Eau Super

   (Jpn), by Daiwa Major (Jpn). O-Lord Horse Club; B-K.I. Farm

   (Jpn); -16,000,000.

Margins: NK, 2HF, 1HF. Odds: 4.00, 0.70, 22.80.

Also Ran: Costa Nova (Jpn), George Tesoro (Jpn), Shamal (Jpn),

Oh My Goodness (Jpn), Natural Rise (Jpn), Governability (Jpn),

Bear Bakkyun (Jpn), Riko Sparrow (Jpn), Rudement (Jpn), Grande

Mare (Jpn). Click for the NAR chart and video.
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BLACK-TYPE ENTRIES

Wednesday, Chester, post time: 15:05

THE BOODLES CHESTER VASE-G3, £145,000, 3yo, c/g, 12f 63yT

SC HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Benvenuto Cellini (Ire) Frankel (GB) Brant/Magnier/Tabor/Smith/Westerberg Aidan O'Brien Ryan Moore 132

2 Del Maro (Ger) Camelot (GB) Godolphin Charlie Appleby William Buick 128

3 Mr Colonel (Ire) Frankel (GB) Sheikh Hamed Dalmook Al Maktoum Richard & Peter Fahey Shane Gray 128

4 Mr Vettori (Ire) Lope De Vega (Ire) Newtown Anner Stud Farm Mrs J. Harrington Shane Foley 128

5 Proposition (Ire) Frankel (GB) Mrs John Magnier,Mr M.Tabor & Mr D.Smith Aidan O'Brien  Wayne Lordan 128

6 Royal Standard (Ire) Sea The Stars (Ire) Mr M Blencowe & Valmont SCR SCR SCR

7 Water To Wine (Fr) Kingman (GB) Mr George Strawbridge SCR SCR SCR

Breeders: 1-Coolmore & White Birch Farm Sc, 2- , 3-Rabbah Bloodstock Limited, 4-Newtown Anner Stud, 5-Coolmore, 6-Rabbah Bloodstock Limited,

7-George Strawbridge.

Current Derby favourite, Benvenuto Cellini returns under a penalty for his success in the G2 Champions Juvenile at

Leopardstown in September, a performance that marked him apart. Easily forgiven his defeat in testing ground in

the Futurity Trophy, he is up to a trip that will suit perfectly and it would be no surprise if he becomes the second

consecutive Chester Vase winner to go on to Derby glory after stablemare Lambourn. Of course, the usual proviso

applies of him having his first start back for a stable that always leaves plenty to work on but the impressive

Newbury debut winner Water To Wine is out so his task is easier. Godolphin=s Del Maro was beaten last term by

two leading Derby hopes in Maltese Cross and Pierre Bonnard and needs to step up to put himself in the Derby

picture. [Tom Frary].

Wednesday, Chester, post time: 14:35

THE WEATHERBYS CHESHIRE OAKS-Listed, £120,000, 3yo, f, 11f 75yT

SC HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Sugar Island (Ire) Dubawi (Ire) Westerberg/Mrs J Magnier/M Tabor/D Smith Aidan O'Brien Wayne Lordan 133

2 A La Prochaine (Fr) Lope De Vega (Ire) Wathnan Racing Ralph Beckett James Doyle 128

3 Amelia Earhart (Ire) Camelot (GB) Mrs John Magnier,Mr M.Tabor & Mr D.Smith Aidan O'Brien Ryan Moore 128

4 I'm The One (GB) Sea The Stars (Ire) Cayton Park Stud Limited John & Thady Gosden William Buick 128

5 Winged One (Ire) Australia (GB) Mr George Strawbridge Andrew Balding Oisin Murphy 128

Breeders: 1-Westerberg, 2-S.C.P. Ecurie Du Sud & S.A.S. Ecur ie Gribomont, 3-Coolmore, 4-Cayton Park Stud Ltd, 5-George Strawbridge.

A small but select field for a race that has always been held in esteem by the purists but which is fast becoming the

leading Oaks trial. Minnie Hauk and Enable completed the double in recent times and it could be that I=m The One

is the next one if her impressive Newbury debut is anything to go by. Labelled a TDN Rising Star having dazzled in

the race won in the past by Eswarah, Dancing Rain and the stable=s Star Catcher, she faces her first real examination

here with Ballydoyle=s highly-regarded Amelia Earhart and G3 Staffordstown Stud Stakes winner Sugar Island in

attendance. Neither of that duo are guaranteed to relish this stamina test, while last year=s Newbury debut winner

A La Prochaine and Newcastle scorer Winged One come from two of the finest stables around and the latter is a

relative of Order Of St George certain to relish the trip. [Tom Frary].

https://www.agakhanstuds.com/seathestars
https://www.agakhanstuds.com/seathestars
https://coolmore.com/en/ireland/stallion/australia/
https://bit.ly/2KNga16
https://coolmore.com/en/ireland/stallion/camelot/
https://bit.ly/2KNga16
https://bit.ly/2KNga16
https://bit.ly/36fNhlT
https://coolmore.com/en/ireland/stallion/camelot/


Thursday, Chester, post time: 15:05

THE LADBROKES ORMONDE STAKES-G3, £150,000, 4yo/up, 13f 84yT

SC HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Sons And Lovers (GB) Study of Man (Ire) H. O. S. Syndicate Joseph Patrick O'Brien Dylan Browne McMonagle 133

2 Al Qareem (Ire) Awtaad (Ire) Nick Bradley Racing 33, Burke & partner K. R. Burke Clifford Lee 131

3 Beylerbeyi (GB) Invincible Spirit (Ire) Midtech 2 Ian Williams Billy Loughnane 128

4 Illinois (Ire) Galileo (Ire) Mr D. Smith, Mrs J. Magnier, Mr M. Tabor Aidan O'Brien W. M. Lordan 128

5 Jan Brueghel (Ire) Galileo (Ire) Westerberg/Mrs J Magnier/M Tabor/D Smith Aidan O'Brien Ryan Moore 128

6 Mount Atlas (GB) Masar (Ire) Kingsclere Racing Club Andrew Balding Oisin Murphy 128

7 Rahiebb (GB) Frankel (GB) Sheikh Ahmed Al Maktoum Roger Varian Ray Dawson 128

8 Real Dream (Ire) Lope De Vega (Ire) Macable Partnership Ian Williams Joe Leavy 128

Breeders: 1-Miss K. Rausing, 2-Shadwell Estate Company Limited, 3-Al Shaqab Racing, 4-Coolmore, 5-Barronstown Stud, 6-Kingsclere Stud, 7-Newsells

Park Stud, 8-Newtown Anner Stud.

Jan Brueghel returns from a lengthy lay-off after failing to shine on fast ground in the King George, but has what

looks an ideal trip and a kind surface to relaunch his career. Joined by another Ballydoyle runner starting out for the

year in last year=s winner Illinois, he is clear on form and anything near the level of his Coronation Cup defeat of

Calandagan will certainly be good enough. The St Leger runner-up Rahiebb is the other intriguing runner and

bearing in mind how close he got to Scandinavia at Doncaster is the most likely to spoil Aidan O=Brien=s annual

Chester celebrations. [Tom Frary].

Thursday, Chester, post time: 14:35

THE BOODLES RAINDANCE DEE STAKES-Listed, £100,000, 3yo, c/g, 10f 70yT

SC HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Morshdi (GB) Dubawi (Ire) Sheikh Ahmed Al Maktoum William Haggas Tom Marquand 131

2 Shayem (Ire) King Of Change (GB) Mr Abdulrazaq Mohamdi K. R. Burke Pierre-Louis Jamin 131

3 Constitution River (Fr) Wootton Bassett (GB) M Tabor/D Smith/Mrs J Magnier/Westerberg Aidan O'Brien Ryan Moore 128

4 Flushing Meadows Wootton Bassett (GB) Mr M. Tabor, D. Smith & Mrs John Magnier Aidan O'Brien W. M. Lordan 128

5 Generic (Ire) Kameko Mr J. C. Smith Andrew Balding Oisin Murphy 128

6 Golden Story (Ire) Lope De Vega (Ire) Sheikh Rashid Dalmook Al Maktoum K. R. Burke Clifford Lee 128

Breeders: 1-Godolphin, 2-Mr Abdul Razaq Mohamdi, 3-S.A.R.L. Lg Bloodstock, 4-Orpendale/Chelston/Wynatt, 5-Adalene Partners, 6-Rabbah Bloodstock

Limited.

Like Benvenuto Cellini, Constitution River makes his seasonal bow with obvious questions surrounding how straight

he will be while possessing a class edge over his peers. Not seen after his Futurity win in August, he should be okay

over this trip but whether he wants the Derby trip is another question. Morshdi is forced to carry a penalty for his

defeat of Poseidon=s Warrior in the Feilden last month and while the runner-up has disappointed in the interim,

overall that form suggests he should put up a fight. Golden Story impressed on his sole start at Doncaster in

October, when greenness stopped him from beating the useful Infraad by a wide margin and if he handles this

occasion is a danger to all. [Tom Frary].

*All posts displayed in local time.

https://bit.ly/2KNga16
https://www.winstarfarm.com/horses/constitution.html
https://www.winstarfarm.com/horses/constitution.html
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IN TDN EUROPE TODAY
THE BALLYLINCH STALLION WHO’S BEEN QUICK

OFF THE MARK
Emma Berry speaks with Ballylinch Stud’s John O’Connor on

freshman stallion Bayside Boy (Ire)’s early success. 

HISA BOARD VOTES TO
KEEP LAXIS RULES 

STATUS QUO

by Bill Finley

   The Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority's (HISA) Board

of Directors has voted unanimously to make no changes to the

current rules regarding the use of the medication Lasix, it was

announced Tuesday.

   With the decision from the nine-member Board of Directors,

Lasix will still be banned in 2-year-old races and stakes races in

all states that fall under HISA's jurisdiction. Had the board voted

otherwise, the diuretic would have been banned in all races.

   When HISA's Anti-Doping and Medication Control Program was

launched on May 23, 2023.  it ushered in the rules that covered

2-year-old races and stakes and, at the same time, it placed a

three-year moratorium regarding the possibility of a full ban on

Lasix pending the outcome of several scientific studies it had

commissioned. The studies delved into several issues involving

the medication, focusing particularly on the effect of Lasix on

equine health and the integrity of competition.

   When those studies were completed, they were turned over to

the Board of Directors, who were assigned the duty of assessing

the details and making a decision about the future of Lasix in the

sport. 

Cont. p3

BREEDING DIGEST: TEMPO A LONG TIME IN

THE MAKING by Chris McGrath

   Every dogmatist will have his day. Overall, however, our sport

is too variable and unpredictable to sustain inflexible rules. 

As an old school type, admittedly, it's hard to resist treating

Golden Tempo (Curlin)--culmination of a multi-generational

breed-to-race project--as a reproof to those who breed horses

to stand on a dais, rather than in the winner's circle. After all,

the Phipps program is no longer as extensive as when it acquired

his sixth dam, champion Lady Pitt (Sword Dancer), in 1969. So a

GI Kentucky Derby winner in its centenary year certainly

confirms what can be done if you set out to build a family,

rather than make a fast buck from new sires that will in the vast

majority of cases reliably dilute its quality.

Cont. p4

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/stallions/dornoch/?utm_medium=display&utm_source=tdn&utm_campaign=2026+May6+spendthrift
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/
http://horsefarmmanagementsoftware.com/?ASCID=666080
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/


Uncle Mo – Lady Tapit, by Tapit

THE HEIRS ARE HERE

Colt out of Miss Malibu Style
Breeder: Mark Toothaker & Allen Poindexter

|  $17,500 S&N

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/stallions/kingsbarns/?utm_medium=display&utm_source=tdn&utm_campaign=2026+May6+spendthrift


7 | OCELLI UPGRADED TO “MAYBE” FOR PREAKNESS

Ocelli (Connect), third in the GI Kentucky Derby at odds of 70-1, is now under

consideration for the 151st GI Preakness Stakes May 16 at Laurel Park.

8 | OBS CATALOGUES 909 HIPS TO JUNE SALE

Ocala Breeders' Sales Company has catalogued 909 horses before supplements for

its 2026 June 2-Year-Olds in Training & Horses of Racing Age Sale, which will be

held over three days June 16-18 in Ocala, Florida. 

8 | LIGHT UP RACING TO SHUT DOWN

Light Up Racing, a program launched in 2024 meant to address issues in the sport

head on through conversation, will cease operations following this year's Breeders'

Cup at Keeneland.
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Cont. from p1

   The vote had to be unanimous. If just one member of the

Board had voted to implement the new, stricter rules, then Lasix

would have all but disappeared from America's racetracks. The

HISA Board of Directors consists of Charles Scheeler, Steve

Beshear, Adolpho Birch, Leonard Coleman, Joe De Francis, Terri

Mazur, Susan Stover, Bill Thomason, and D.G. Van Clief.

   The vote took place on April 24.  

   The Board was asked to vote on four criteria

   BThat the medication is warranted.

   BThat the modification is in the best interest of racing.

   BThat furosemide (Lasix) has no performance-enhancing effect

on individual horses.

   BThat public confidence in the integrity and safety of racing

would not be adversely affected by the modification.

   AIn reaching its decision, the Board considered the findings and

recommendations of the Furosemide Advisory Committee (FAC),

which included a finding that available scientific evidence does

not support the assertion that furosemide is a performance-

enhancing substance,@ HISA said in a press release.

   The HISA Board=s resolution and its findings, along with the

FAC Report and scientific research reports, can be reviewed by

clicking here

    With the vote approaching, many horsemen were growing

apprehensive about the possibility of having to do their jobs

without the use of Lasix. A letter was sent out on February 25

that was signed by Bill Mott, Chad Brown, Mark Casse, Jena

Antonucci, Ron Moquett, and Eric Hamelback, CEO of the

National Horsemen's Benevolent & Protective Association, that

questioned the need for a complete ban of Lasix.

   AThe question before the Authority Board is not whether the

sport must evolve--it must, it is and will continue to,@ the letter

read. AThe question is whether eliminating a treatment that

reduces lung bleeding serves the horse or simply satisfies a

narrative. Treating pulmonary hemorrhage under veterinary

supervision is not doping. It is responsible care.@

   When reached Tuesday, Moquett, a Midwest-based trainer,

praised the HISA Board of Directors for reaching the decision

that it did.

   AI'm glad that they relied on the science, which is how these

issues should be decided,@ he said. AAnd the science proved that

Lasix is not a performance--enhancer or anything that damages

the horses. It's good to know that trainers can continue to use a

medication that we have always believed is beneficial to the

horse. A lot of people in racing have a lot of different opinions

on many subjects, and this was no different. Those who don't

believe in Lasix don't have to use it. Those of us who are

proponents of Lasix are free to use it in races where it will still

be allowed.@

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://digital.fasigtipton.com/?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=HPV&utm_campaign=MayDigital&utm_content=DerbyDayDouble
file:///|//https///bphisaweb.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/DETERMINATION-OF-THE-BOARD-OF-DIRECTORS-OF-THE-HORSERACING-INTEGRITY-AND-SAFETY-AUTHORITY-INC.-RELATING-TO-FUROSEMIDE.pdf?utm_source=HISA+Board+Votes,+St%2E%2E%2E+(Mass+Mailing+created+on+2026-05-05)&u


https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/beau-liam/?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=FP&utm_campaign=BeauLiam&utm_content=CrudeVelocity
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Cont.

  The National HBPA President Dr. Doug Daniels also expressed

his satisfaction with the decision.

   "We appreciate the thoughtful and measured decision by the

Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority to reconsider the role

of Lasix in race-day care," he said in a statement. "As the Board

approached its vote, it was clear that concern among horsemen

and women was intensifying, rooted in the practical realities of

managing equine health and welfare without a widely accepted

therapeutic tool. 

   "Horsemen across the country are encouraged that the

Authority acknowledged both the science and the lived

experience of horsemen in concluding that furosemide is not

supported as a performance-enhancing substance. This outcome

reflects the importance of open dialogue and the willingness to

listen to those on the ground who are directly responsible for

the health and safety of the horse. 

   "Moving forward, we remain committed to working

collaboratively to ensure that policy decisions continue to be

guided by science, horsemanship, and the best interests of the

horse."

   The NYTHA also issued a statement following the vote, saying,

AThe New York Thoroughbred Horsemen=s Association

appreciates HISA=s decision to maintain the current Lasix rules.

However, HISA must go further and permit 2-year-olds to

receive Lasix. The elimination of Lasix for 2-year-olds to race

could very well harm and cause irreparable damage to the

horse. NYTHA believes New York-bred stakes races should also

be allowed to use Lasix, since the elimination of Lasix is very

detrimental to the field size and breeding programs all over the

country. We are at a time where we need to take a close

examination of our polices to make strategic changes to unlock

the full potential of our great industry.@

   Dale Romans, President of the Kentucky HBPA said, AKentucky

HBPA commends the collaborative efforts of the Horseracing

Integrity and Safety Authority, its advisory committees, and

horsemen across the industry in reaching this thoughtful

decision regarding furosemide. This outcome reflects a

balanced, science-based approach that prioritizes the health and

safety of our horses while maintaining the integrity of the sport.

We appreciate the willingness of all parties to engage in

meaningful dialogue and work together toward a solution that

supports horsemen and strengthens public confidence in racing.

It is through this kind of cooperation that our industry continues

to move forward in a responsible and unified manner.@

Cont. from p1

   But the long game takes time and money, scant resources for

most of us, to the extent that even the Phipps family has

enlisted partners to help them stay in the game, including St

Elias Stable in this colt. Moreover Golden Tempo and 

Sovereignty, consecutive Derby winners homebred out of

Bernardini mares, are only counterweights against a series of

other stars, such as Sierra Leone, to have recently vindicated

colossal speculation in the commercial yearling market. There is

never only one way to do anything in this game. If a blanket of

roses remains the governing ambition, then last Saturday's

podium will hardly clarify strategy: a homebred aristocrat

chased home by a pair that respectively cost $975,000 and

$12,000 as yearlings.

   The one common denominator to the trifecta is Curlin: sire of

the winner, damsire of the runner-up, grandsire of the third. 

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.totalperformancedata.com/
https://pedigrees360.com/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/hisa-board-votes-to-keep-status-quo-on-lasix-rules/
https://coolmore.com/en/america/stallion/sierra-leone/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
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Golden Tempo and Jose Ortiz defeating Renegade with brother
Irad aboard | Horsephotos

Carrumba | Sarah Andrew

   Poignantly, this latest demonstration of his influence came the

very week that he suspended operations to regroup from a

health setback that affected his fertility. Whatever the future

may yet hold, at 22, Curlin has proved one of those rare

racetrack champions to have absolutely maintained equivalent

caliber in their second career.

   In the process, he has rebuked a couple of the lazier market

prejudices. For a start, the self-fulfilling one against ageing

stallions will be costing anyone who has been anticipating a

slowdown in this guy, or indeed Into Mischief, both having

launched their first runners back in 2012. Moreover Curlin was

yet another dumped by commercial breeders as soon as his

stock got anywhere near a starting gate.

   Having started out (at Lane's End) on $75,000, the dual Horse

of the Year was promptly cut to $40,000 and to $25,000 by the

time he produced 39 live foals in his fifth crop. People always

claim to support new stallions as their only chance of catching a

future mega-sire while still affordable, but very few seem to

have perceived Curlin that way when dropped within reach of

middle-budget breeders. As I'm always saying, the time to

double down on these sires is precisely when everyone else is

running scared. By the time his few supporters at $25,000 in

2014 were taking a yearling to market, in 2016, Curlin had

already hit $100,000 (now at Hill 'n' Dale) thanks to the

endeavors of Stellar Wind, Keen Ice and Exaggerator. 

So those who supported him because they believed in him,

rather than because he was new and shiny, found themselves

holding coveted goods, cheaply secured, just as supply ran out.

   Since then Curlin has become one of the best stallions never to

have won a general sires' championship. Many of his principal

performers have followed his own template, continuing to

thrive with maturity (a Smart Strike trademark) and distance,

but he has lately shown his range by getting horses as fast as

Cody's Wish and Elite Power out of mares by Tapit and

Vindication respectively. Another Curlin trademark is toughness,

as exemplified by Journalism running 2-1-2 in the Triple Crown

last year. That horse was among serial near-misses in the Derby,

a race already won by two grandsons, but he has now redressed

that omission with a colt who will be highly eligible, with his

superb maternal genes, to join Good Magic and others

contesting the eventual succession.

   Golden Tempo's dam Carrumba elevates her late sire

Bernardini still further into the distaff stratosphere. As a Grade

III winner, also placed when aptly making her solitary Grade I

start in the Ogden Phipps Stakes, she had already made a small

contribution to a family saturated with black type. The next

three dams admittedly did not stand much racing: Carrumba is

out of a twice-raced daughter of El Prado (Ire) and

Dancingmydreams (Seeking the Gold), a sister to champion

Heavenly Prize and GI Matron Stakes winner Oh What a

Windfall. Dancingmydreams was herself only denied the Matron

by a head, on her second start, but sadly broke down next time. 

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://pedigrees360.com/trial
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/codys-wish
https://stallions.juddmonte.com/stallion/elite-power
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/good-magic/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
https://gainesway.com/stallions/tapit/


https://www.keeneland.com/sales/2026/12/september-yearling-sale/
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                                   Golden Tempo, 2023 
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Oh What a Dance

Cont.

Her other foals included GI Manhattan Handicap winner Dancing

Forever (Rahy), matching her sister Heavenly Prize whose son

Good Reward (Storm Cat) included that race on his resumJ.   

Heavenly Prize, one of eight Hall of Famers bred by the Phipps

family, is a real nexus of this dynasty: besides additionally

producing Good Reward's brother Pure Prize, an accomplished

sire in Argentina, her daughters included the dams of Grade I

winners Instilled Regard (Arch)-yet another Manhattan

winner-and Persistently (Smoke Glacken), herself responsible for

a Group 1 scorer in Japan last year.

   Dancinginmydreams, Heavenly Prize and Oh What a Windfall

all duly compensated for the failure of their dam Oh What a

Dance (Nijinsky) to make the racetrack, where her siblings

Dancing Spree, Furlough and Fantastic Find all won Grade Is,

confirming their own dam Blitey (Riva Ridge) the most

celebrated of Lady Pitt's daughters. Fantastic Find, incidentally,

gave the family another Matron Stakes via her daughter Finder's

Fee (Storm Cat), meanwhile third dam of a creature named

Flightline (Tapit).

   Obviously this family has always been seeded by

commensurate sire power, but don't forget that Curlin himself

came within reach of many: his dam was transported to

Kentucky from Texas with a trailer of llamas, while he was

famously sold for $57,000 in Book 5. But he has long since

become eligible for a program launched when the Kentucky

Derby was barely 50 years old, which now finds itself with a

priceless stallion prospect. As such, Golden Tempo reiterates an

axiom by now, no doubt, wearily familiar. For an umpteenth

time: there should be nothing more commercial than putting a

winner under your mare.

Some Other Churchill Themes
   Naturally a Derby winner demands a deeper dive than usual,

so we'll just confine ourselves now to a couple of brief

observations. The Derby must have been a head-swimming

spectacle for Jacob West. Two patrons who have done so much

to advance his career having combined in Renegade (Into

Mischief), he must have felt somewhat conflicted to see that

colt thwarted by a rival whose dam grazes the storied paddocks

of the farm he joined a year ago. 

If West represents a new direction for Claiborne, the Phipps

family stands for a contrasting continuity and the Derby finish

must duly be counted a win-win for the way Walker Hancock is

striving to take the farm forward.

   Even those of us most sceptical about the alchemies claimed

for the combination of sire-lines, meanwhile, must acknowledge

the consistent fun Curlin has had with mares by A.P. Indy and his

sons. Having rather more time for broodmare sires, however, I

would sooner celebrate Curlin's developing profile as a distaff

influence, as damsire not only of Renegade but also of T O Elvis

(Volatile). He's out of Stopshoppingdebbie, nine-for-nine round

Emerald Downs, and another shrewd recruit by Jeff and Melissa

Prunzik of Stone Bridge Farm.
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Always Carina, dam of Oaks winner Always a Runner, with her
2026 Gun Runner filly at Three Chimneys |  Sarah Andrew

Ocelli at Churchill Downs | Horsephotos

   Bernardini, incidentally, consolidated his march towards that

inevitable first broodmare sire championship, his daughters

already up to three Grade I scorers in 2026 with La Troienne

Stakes winner Shred the Gnar (Into Mischief) joining Magnitude

(Not This Time) and Golden Tempo.

    However fiercely Into Mischief is defending his crown, both

the young pretenders had a pretty sensational weekend: Gun

Runner with a famous one-two in the GI Kentucky Oaks, and Not

This Time maintaining his lead with four graded stakes winners

including Rhetorical's GI Turf Classic. Always a Runner (Gun

Runner), incidentally, somewhat mirrored the Derby winner, in

that she is co-owned by a program that has cultivated her family

through three generations. As for Not This Time's spree, three of

the four came on grass and we repeat our challenge to the top

European programs to deploy stock by this sensational stallion

over the water.

Handsome Work from Beau
   And finally a guarantee: we're going to be hearing a lot more

about Beau Liam. A $2,000 mare surely can't come up with a

talent like GII Pat Day Mile winner Crude Velocity without some

pretty special virile assistance, and Beau Liam's ratios are

standing up to the big names, with their big books-off a

conception fee of $6,000. Class leader Yaupon (now $60,000)

has 47 winners from 106 starters, for instance, playing Beau

Liam's 30 from 67. The feted Maxfield ($50,000) has three

stakes winners from 80 starters; Beau Liam has four. Inevitably

he has a couple of small crops incoming, but the word was

getting out last spring when his book rallied to 94. For now Beau

Liam remains only $7,500. In an era of challenging stud fees, he

looks a priceless opportunity for breeders on a budget.

PREAKNESS NOTES: OCELLI UPGRADED TO

AMAYBE@, GOLDEN TEMPO TO JOG

WEDNESDAY
   Ocelli (Connect), third in the GI Kentucky Derby as a maiden

and the biggest longshot in the field of 18 at odds of 70-1, is

now under consideration for the 151st GI Preakness Stakes May

16 at Laurel Park.

   Trainer Whit Beckman on Tuesday upgraded Ocelli=s likelihood

for the Middle Jewel of the Triple Crown from Aextremely

unlikely@ on Sunday to Amaybe@ Tuesday.

   AIf you look at it from a pace perspective, it could go as fast as

the Derby,@ Beckman said. AHe=s doing great. That=s the only

reason I=m saying >yeah, maybe.= The horse is doing fantastic.

The horse is made of iron. Generally, I run a horse, they may not

come to the front of their stall for a week. He was right there.@

   Asked if there was any downside to running Ocelli in the

Preakness, he said, AThe only downside is if the horse is not

ready to do it.@ He noted that the Preakness winner usually is a

horse that ran two weeks earlier in the Derby.

   The upside, Beckman said, Ais the chance to win a Triple Crown

race.@

   Corona de Oro (Bolt d'Oro), who was the lone remaining also-

eligible for the Derby, is also under consideration for the

Preakness with trainer Dallas Stewart saying, AWe=re thinking

about it. We just have to see,@ Stewart said. AI=m going to work

him again Saturday. He=s a very nice horse.@

   Kentucky Derby winner Golden Tempo (Curlin) had his third

walk day Tuesday and will return to the track for light training

Wednesday at Keeneland. Trainer Cherie DeVaux, speaking at a

media availability arranged by Keeneland=s communications

department, reiterated that the Preakness decision will be made

toward the end of the week.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/breeding-digest-tempo-a-long-time-in-the-making/
https://www.taylormadestallions.com/horse/not-this-time/
https://www.taylormadestallions.com/horse/not-this-time/
https://www.taylormadestallions.com/horse/not-this-time/
https://www.taylormadestallions.com/horse/not-this-time/
https://www.threechimneys.com/horse/gun-runner/
https://www.threechimneys.com/horse/gun-runner/
https://www.threechimneys.com/horse/gun-runner/
https://www.threechimneys.com/horse/gun-runner/
https://www.threechimneys.com/horse/gun-runner/
https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/beau-liam/
https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/beau-liam/
https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/beau-liam/
https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/beau-liam/
https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/beau-liam/
https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/beau-liam/
https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/beau-liam/
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/maxfield
https://lanesend.com/connect
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
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2025 OBS June grad Crude Velocity wins the GII Pat Day Mile |
Coady Media

   AHe=s doing great,@ said DeVaux. AHe=ll return to the track

tomorrow for a light jog. He=ll do that for two days, and then

he=ll resume galloping.@

   As far as running in the 1 3/16-mile Preakness at Laurel Park,

she said, AWe=re going to see how much energy he has when

he=s on the track, see how he=s moving, see his attitude and

things of that natureY. I appreciate there=s history with the

Triple Crown. I appreciate everyone is excited about it.

However, the horse comes first. So, any of that pressure is

outside information from our decision-making.@

LIGHT UP RACING TO SHUT DOWN; HERE'S

WHAT WE LEARNED
   Light Up Racing, a program launched in 2024 meant to address

issues in the sport head on through conversation, will cease

operations following this year's Breeders' Cup at Keeneland, the

organization announced Tuesday.

   In a letter submitted by Light Up Racing's interim executive

director Amy Brin, the program reflects back on what was built

and how messaging can be disseminated in the future, saying,

AFrom the beginning, the work was based on a simple principle:

confidence in the sport cannot be manufactured through

messaging; it has to be earned through honesty, transparency

and proof.@

   But Brin noted that a lack of funding and 'alignment' continued

to be an issue for Light Up Racing.

   AThere is broad agreement that racing needs this kind of

communication, that public trust matters, and that

misinformation, silence and fragmented responses are

damaging,@ the letter reads. AWhat has not yet been solved is

how the industry funds this work properly. As initial support

began to lessen, and following consistent feedback from

industry leaders about the need for greater consolidation and

alignment with existing organizations, the Board explored a

number of possible long-term options. These efforts included

direct outreach, merger proposals, integrated budgets with

operational modeling, and multiple rounds of discussion to

explore how this work could be sustained within existing

industry structures. Despite those worthwhile efforts and shared

agreement that the work needs to continue, a sustainable path

forward was not secured. The need for the work remains clear.

The alignment required to act on it was not.@

   Light Up Racing will remain intact through the Breeders' Cup,

with the program Acontinuing in a focused capacity, delivering

content, supporting partners and contributing to the industry's

efforts to strengthen public trust.@

OBS CATALOGUES 909 HIPS TO JUNE SALE

   Ocala Breeders= Sales Company has catalogued 909 horses

before supplements for its 2026 June 2-Year-Olds in Training &

Horses of Racing Age Sale, which will be held over three days

June 16-18 in Ocala, Florida. The catalogue is now available

online here.

   Sale sessions will begin daily at 10:30 a.m. Hips 1 - 302 plus

supplements will sell June 16 with Hips 351 - 652 plus

supplements going on June 17. The June 18 session will offer

Hips 701 - 1002 plus supplements along with Horses for Racing

Age Hips 1051 - 1053 plus supplements. Supplements close on

Friday, May 22. The supplements will be added to the day that

their dam=s name would have landed if they were entered in the

main catalogue.

   The under-tack show will run from June 9-13 starting at 7:30

a.m. ET each day. The daily schedule for the under-tack show

will be determined after supplemental entries are complete.

   The under-tack show and sale will be streamed live via the OBS

website as well as TDN, DRF, BloodHorse, and Past The Wire

websites.

   Featured graduates of last year's sale include a pair of 'TDN

Rising Stars, presented by Hagyard' in GII Pat Day Mile winner

Crude Velocity (Beau Liam) and Feminism (Curlin).

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=mbpl6nrab&p=oi&m=1118232230956&sit=x9urjx4ib&f=06beb848-3873-4bd0-98dc-a23642c7d372
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/preakness-notes-ocelli-upgraded-to-maybe-golden-tempo-to-jog-wednesday/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/light-up-racing-to-shut-down-heres-what-we-learned/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/obs-catalogues-909-hips-to-june-sale/
https://obssales.com/catalog/#/151
https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/beau-liam/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
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Oaklawn's Leading Jockey Ramon Vazquez 
Coady Media

Chairman and CEO of Darby Development LLC Dennis Drazin
addressing attendees of Tuesday's press conference and luncheon

at Monmouth Park | EQUI-PHOTO

ASMUSSEN, OXLEY, VAZQUEZ CAPTURE

2025-2026 OAKLAWN TITLES
   The 2025-2026 Oaklawn Park racing season concluded

Saturday with across-the-board gains, the track announced

Tuesday.

   Across 62 race days, Oaklawn conducted 627 races, an

increase from 621 races last season, while distributing

$54,477,160 in purses with a daily average purse of $878,663.

With an average of just over 10 races per day, Oaklawn put an

average of 8.81 starters in the gate per race.

   The average daily handle rose to $6,938,183, an increase over

last year=s $6,737,332, generating a total meet handle of

$430,167,353--surpassing last season=s total of $417,714,571.

On-track handle reached $27,723,037, while average handle per

race climbed to $686,072.

   AAnother remarkable season at Oaklawn,@ said Louis A. Cella,

President of Oaklawn. AFrom the level of competition on the

track to the continued support from our fans and horsemen, this

meet showcased the strength and momentum of our program.

Each season builds on the last, and we=re proud to see Oaklawn

continue to elevate the standard for racing in America.@

   Steve Asmussen led all trainers with 62 wins and over

$5,338,521 in earnings, while also topping the owners standings

by wins with 24. John Oxley earned the most for an owner with

purse earnings of over $1,187,500.

   Ramon Vazquez took home the riding title with 76 wins good

for $4,284,296 in earnings.

HASKELL HIGHLIGHTS 81ST SEASON AT

MONMOUTH PARK, DELGADO LOOKS TO

REGAIN TRAINING TITLE

   At a press conference held at Monmouth Park Tuesday

afternoon, the highlights for the 2026 season were rolled out in

advance of opening day on Saturday, May 9. The event was

hosted by TDN's Christina Bossinakis.

   Heading the 50-day meet is the $1-million GI NYRA Bets

Haskell Stakes, which was won last year by Journalism (Curlin),

also the winner of the GI Preakness Stakes.

   The 45th running of Pegasus Stakes, for 3-year-olds at a mile

and a sixteenth, is the track=s prep race for the nine-furlong

Haskell. The top two finishers in the Pegasus Stakes receive a

free entry fee and start fees for the Haskell.

   Last year=s Haskell Stakes Day card produced an all-sources

record handle of $21,999,963, marking the third straight year of

a record handle. The crowd of 41,876 was the largest since

2015.

   The 2026 Monmouth Park meet will feature 36 stakes races--

nine at the graded level--worth $5.85 million.

   First race post time on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays is

12:50 p.m. Post time for Friday racing, which begins June 26, is 2

p.m. Live racing at Monmouth continues through Sept. 13.

   Also during Tuesday's press conference, Dr. Chris Samaha, who

founded the industry-leading Backstretch Community Assistance

Program at Monmouth Park more than 30 years ago, was

honored as the 2026 recipient of the Virgil ABuddy@ Raines

Distinguished Achievement Award.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/asmussen-oxley-vazquez-capture-2025-2026-oaklawn-titles/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
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2026 Virgil 'Buddy' Raines Distinguished Achievement Award
winner Dr. Chris Samaha 

EQUI-PHOTO

Last season's leading trainer at Monmouth Park, Jorge Delgado 
EQUI-PHOTO

   The 55-year-old Samaha, a sports psychologist, launched a

substance abuse program for backstretch workers in 1995 that

has since involved into a support system for all types of health

issues. The program offers free counseling, as well as health

education programs, for licensed stable hands, grooms, hot

walkers and exercise riders and offers access to a variety of

medical screenings.

   AI would have burned out long ago if it was strictly a treatment

program, but I have all of the other components that help

everyone on the backstretch, whether directly or indirectly,@

Samaha said. AI=m passionate about what I do and I would not

have stayed in it this long if I didn=t believe this a good industry.@

Delgado tries to AWin it again@
   After edging out five-time Eclipse Award winner Chad

Brown to earn his first Monmouth training title last year in a

career that began in 2017, Jorge Delgado isn=t subtle about his

goals for the upcoming Monmouth Park meet.

   AWin it again--hopefully,@ said Delgado.

   This season, Delgado has 60 stalls in Barn 1, with 51 occupied

by horses currently on the grounds.

   AI=ll use the other 10 to claim horses, he said. AI have some

new owners who want to claim so I will leave the stalls open for

that.@

   In 2025, the 36-year-old came into the meet with 39 horses,

growing that total to 45 after claims. It was just enough to edge

out Brown, 21-20, for the training title on the final weekend.

   AIt meant a lot to me, but it also meant a lot to my owners,@ he

said. AI saw how much it mattered to them, especially the

owners who have been supporting me the past five or six years.@

  According to Delgado, who has been Monmouth Park-based

since 2022, AWe have a different group of horses this year. We

have more babies and more quality. We=re trying to focus on

developing these horses and trying to get them to big races. So

we=re trying to develop champions.@

Leon Returns for Second Stint on Jersey Shore
   Leon, embarking on his second year at Monmouth, will

attempt to overtake Paco Lopez, who will try to collect a record-

tying 13th riding title this season. Joe Bravo currently stands

alone with 13 Monmouth titles.

   AI=m very competitive, I like to win,@ said Leon, who guided

80-1 Rich Strike to victory in the 2022 Kentucky Derby. AI try to

go into every meet thinking I can be leading rider. It=s not going

to be easy beating Paco. But I know more people at Monmouth

Park now so we=ll see if I can use those connections to have an

even better year than last year [fourth in the Monmouth

standings].@

   As for the long-time leader, Lopez said he will maintain the

same schedule as he had last year, splitting time between

Monmouth and Colonial Downs, where he also won the riding

title last year.

   "Nothing is really changing for me. I have the same plan for

the summer as I had last year," explained the 40-year-old rider.

AFor me, it=s a big thing to tie Joe Bravo. He was a great rider

here for many, many years. The record is something that is in

your mind as you are winning titles but you never think it can

happen. Every year the goal was just to win a title. But you

never think about 13 of them and tying Joe Bravo. That seemed

to be impossible, but here I am.@

   For more information on the upcoming Monmouth Park meet,

click here.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/haskell-highlights-81st-season-at-monmouth-park-dr-samaha-named-2026-virgil-buddy-raines-award-winner/
https://www.monmouthpark.com/
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CHILDS WALKER TO RECEIVE OLD HILLTOP AWARD
   Childs Walker, who has covered Thoroughbred racing in

Maryland and nationally for nearly 20 years, has been named

recipient of the Old Hilltop Award for covering the sport with

excellence and distinction, the Stronach Group announced

Tuesday.

   Walker will be presented with the Old Hilltop Award Thursday,

May 14 at the Alibi Breakfast at Laurel Park.

   The Alibi Breakfast, which began in the 1930s on the porch of

the historic Pimlico Race Course, features a gathering of owners,

trainers, jockeys, media and fans to celebrate the Preakness and

gain interesting and humorous race predictions.

   Walker, a Baltimore native, is a current contributor to the

Baltimore Banner after spending 24 years at The Baltimore Sun.

He covered his first Preakness, won by Curlin, in 2007 and, as he

says, Ahopped on the Triple Crown beat just in time to see

American Pharoah break the 37-year drought in 2015.@ He is a

graduate of Emory University.

   Previous recipients of the Old Hilltop include Jim McKay, Joe

Hirsch, Red Smith, Keith Mills, Bill Nack, Jeannine Edwards and

Dale Austin.

   Click here to purchase tickets for the Alibi Breakfast.

WAGERING, PURSES UP IN APRIL ECONOMIC

INDICATORS
   An increase in race days in April 2026 led to bumps in both

wagering and purses across the United States compared to April

of 2025.

   The month saw 2,170 races (+2.99%) across 259 race days

(+2.78%) which pushed wagering totals to $898,254,315

(+2.23%). Purses were also up, with paid purses jumping to

$95,634,866 (+9.14%).

   Average wagering per race day dipped slightly to $3,468,163 

(-0.53%) while field size also fell to 7.30 (-5.38%) and starts

dropped to 15,837 (-2.55%).

   Year over year, available and paid purses remained in the

green at $$356,025,415 (+1.12%) and $337,882,857 (+1.26)

respectively. Wagering on U.S. races year to date finish the

month at $3,225,170,563 (-4.69%).

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://maito:tdnadstaff@gmail.com
https://biedermanrealestate.com/
https://biedermanrealestate.com/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/childs-walker-to-receive-old-hilltop-award/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wagering-purses-up-in-april-economic-indicators/
https://am.ticketmaster.com/marylandjockeyclub/buy/Alibi?_gl=1*ppp5d2*_gcl_au*ODM5MzU0ODcxLjE3NzU2NjEyNzM.*_ga*NDQ0NDgwODkxLjE3NzU2NjEyNzM.*_ga_2Q95WXPS08*czE3Nzc5OTM3NjAkbzkkZzEkdDE3Nzc5OTQzNTgkajYwJGwwJGgw
http://coolmore.com/en/america/stallion/american-pharoah/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/


Saturday, Belmont The Big A #7, post time: 4:09 p.m. EDT

RUFFIAN S.-GII, $200,000, 4yo/up, f/m, 1m

PP HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Cassiar City of Light Lane's End, LLC McGaughey III Davis 120

2 Ultimate Authority  K Practical Joke Miller Racing LLC Joseph, Jr. Zayas 120

3 Eunomia  K Tiz the Law St. Elias Stable, WSS Racing, Turf Express Racing & Joseph, Jr. Gaffalione 122

Stefania Farms LLC

4 Dazzling Move  K Not This Time Miller Racing LLC Joseph, Jr. Husbands 122

5 Inefficiency  K Constitution Klaravich Stables, Inc. Brown Prat 120

6 Irish Maxima Maximus Mischief Irish Three Racing LLC Servis Pennington 122

7 Dry Powder  K Gun Runner Gold Square LLC Summers Kimura 122

Breeders: 1-Calumet Farm, 2-Romar Farm LLC & BRS, 3-Breed First, LLC, 4-Jesse Korona, 5-WinStar Farm, LLC & Larry B. Taylor, 6-Pillar

Property Services Inc, 7-Corser Thoroughbreds LLC

   Eunomia (Tiz the Law) looks like the one to beat for Saffie Joseph Jr. She's prospered in his barn and is coming off

back-to-back good efforts, even though she suffered a narrow defeat in the GIII Doubledogdare Stakes at the

ultra-tough Keeneland meet. Irish Maxima (Maximus Mischief) probably doesn't want to go this far, but she's in

excellent form and might get brave on the lead her for her Philly-based connections. Inefficiency (Constitution) is

still another lightly raced Chad Brown-trained horse who has shown talent but must prove that she's capable of

taking the next step in graded stakes company. Worth noting that she didn't get to the races until her 4-year-old

season. --Bill Finley

Saturday, Belmont The Big A #6, post time: 3:38 p.m. EDT

JOHN A. NERUD S.-GIII, $175,000, 4yo/up, 6f

PP HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Radio Red The Big Beast Reeves Thoroughbred Racing Gargan Carmouche 122

2 Full Moon Madness Into Mischief Jay Em Ess Stable Nevin Gutierrez 124

3 Acoustic Ave Maclean's Music A. Bianco Holding Limited Rice Lezcano 120

4 Silver Slugger Cairo Prince Victoria's Ranch Avila Zayas 122

5 One Nine Hundred Dialed In LJSS Tbreds, Reeves Tbred Racing & Adelphi Racing Club Morley Prat 120

6 Durante Distorted Humor David Jacobson Jacobson Santana, Jr. 124

Breeders: 1-Windylea Farm-New York, LLC, 2-Jay Em Ess Stable, 3-Chester Broman & Mary R. Broman, 4-Frankfort Park Farm, 5-Poe Racing

Stable, LLC, 6-William Humphries & Altair Farms, LLC

   Full Moon Madness (Into Mischief) returns off a brief freshening and a narrow miss in the GIII Tom Fool Stakes.

May not be a star, but usually runs well at the Grade III level. One Nine Hundred (Dialed In) will likely go off as the

favorite in here and has the credentials to get the job done. The only knock is that the colt has run just twice in

stakes races and lost each time as the favorite. Has to prove he is graded stakes material. Acoustic Avenue

(Maclean's Music) turns back to his best distance after a fair try versus better in the GII Carter Stakes at seven

furlongs. --Bill Finley

https://www.hillndalefarms.com/macleans-music/
https://www.hillndalefarms.com/macleans-music/
https://coolmore.com/en/america/stallion/practical-joke/
https://lanesend.com/cityoflight
https://www.taylormadestallions.com/horse/not-this-time/
https://www.winstarfarm.com/horses/constitution.html
https://www.winstarfarm.com/horses/constitution.html
https://www.airdriestud.com/horse/cairo-prince/
https://coolmore.com/en/america/stallion/tiz-the-law/
https://coolmore.com/en/america/stallion/tiz-the-law/
https://www.threechimneys.com/horse/gun-runner/
https://www.darbydan.com/horse/dialed-in/
https://www.darbydan.com/horse/dialed-in/


Saturday, Belmont The Big A #9, post time: 5:11 p.m. EDT

PETER PAN S.-GIII, $200,000, 3yo, 1 1/8m

PP HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Trendsetter  K Modernist Davant Latham Colebrook Kimura 123

2 Azam  K McKinzie SBS Global D'Angelo Lezcano 123

3 Growth Equity  K Nyquist Klaravich Stables, Inc. Brown Prat 123

4 Bull by the Horns  K Essential Quality Peachtree Stable and Corrado, Mark Joseph, Jr. Husbands 123

5 Talk to Me Jimmy  K Modernist SEI Thoroughbreds, Rodriguez, Rudy & Imperio, Michael Rodriguez Franco 123

6 Gulfy  K Constitution Tommy Torres Rodriguez Carmouche 123

Breeders: 1-Circle B Family Farm, 2-Freddie Bloodstock, 3-Stone Farm, 4-Ashview Farm & Colts Neck Stables, 5-Majestic View Farms Intl.,

6-WinStar Farm, LLC

   In a race that sometimes produces a legitimate candidate for the GI Belmont, this GIII Peter Pan did not come up

tough at all. Though he's done nothing more than break his maiden, Growth Equity (Nyquist) looks like the horse to

beat in here for Chad Brown. Is likely on the improve and his 89 Beyer from his maiden win gives him the fastest

number in the race. Talk to Me Jimmy (Modernist) wasn't up to the task in the GII Wood Memorial, but looked

much better when romping by 11 in the Withers. Gets favorable jockey switch to Manny Franco. Trendsetter

(Modernist) ran the race of his life when winning the GIII Lexington at 32-1. Can he do it again? --Bill Finley

Saturday, Santa Anita #9, post time: 8:00 p.m. EDT

SENORITA S.-GIII, $100,000, 3yo, f, 6 1/2fT

PP HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Bella Lyra (Ger) Oasis Dream (GB) Jastar Capital Ltd. and Rancho Temescal Tbred Partners Glatt Gonzalez 122

2 Mo' Em Down K Caracaro Altamira Racing Stable, T Kagele & E Marchosky Miller Berrios 122

3 Surfin' U. S. A. K Rock Your World Siegel, Barry and Sondheimer, Eric Powell Ayuso 122

4 Revera K Lexitonian Saints or Sinners, Titletown Racing Stables, Sadler Jaramillo 124

U Racing Stables, LLC, Barker, Denise, Barker, Edwin S., Haines, John and Rivers, Daniel

5 Light Won Up K City of Light Purple Rein Racing and Davis, Mark D. O'Neill Fresu 124

6 Marjoram Quality Road Juddmonte McCarthy Hernandez 120

7 Will Happen K Vekoma Abbondanza Racing, LLC and RAF Racing, LLC Baltas Smith 120

8 Dreaming of Alys K Upstart Agave Racing Stable, Medallion Racing and E Trommer D'Amato Pereira 124

9 Still Unwritten Cat Burglar Richard Barton Hanson Maldonado 122

10 Yours Sincerely (Ire) Cable Bay (Ire) Benowitz Family Trust, CYBT, Madaket Stables, LLC, D'Amato Frey 122

McLean Racing Stables, McClanahan, Jerry and Nentwig, Michael

Breeders: 1-Gestut Gorlsdorf, 2-Pope McLean, Marc McLean & Pope McLean Jr., 3-Schiano Racing, Inc & MullikinThoroughbreds, 4-Steven

Nicholson & Brandi Nicholson, 5-Betz Thoroughbreds/J.Betz/DJStables/Epona/Lamantia, 6-Juddmonte, 7-Loren Nichols, 8-WinStar Farm, LLC,

9-Richard Barton Enterprises, 10-Mr Alwarith Ibrahim Al Hadhrami

   Very hard to go against Light One Up (City of Light) in here. Filly has already won a stakes on the down-the-hill

course and towers over this field on the Beyer numbers. Marjoram (Quality Road) was the beaten favorite in an

allowance race that has produced four runners for this event. Deserves another chance after she lost all chance

when stumbling badly. Bella Lyra (Ger) (Oasis Dream ({GB}) makes her first U.S. start after racing in Germany and

the UK. Is only 1-for-7 lifetime, but did finish a close third in a Group 3 event at Ascot. Likely fits with these.

--Bill Finley

See European edition for upcoming European and international Graded Stakes Entries
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