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LEGENDARY TRAINER
PETER EASTERBY
DIES AT 95

By John Berry

Miles Henry Easterby, invariably known as Peter, who has died
at the age of 95, was not only one of the best and most
successful dual-purpose trainers Britain has ever known, but
also one of the most popular and most respected.

Peter Easterby and his younger brother Mick had good
teachers because they grew up under the wings of their father
William, a farmer and amateur rider, and uncle Walter, a
trainer. From them they absorbed an almost bottomless reserve
of horsemanship and a very strong work ethic. Life was tough
and William farmed in various parts of Yorkshire before settling
his family at Great Habton, near Malton. There Peter, who had
spent a short period away working for Frank Hartigan but whose
induction into racing had mainly come from the family, began
training in 1950, still aged only 20.

Walter Easterby was a very good trainer who enjoyed success
with the small string which he handled but, even so, he cannot
have foreseen the thousands of winners which would be
churned out by his two nephews (Mick began training at Sheriff
Hutton in 1961) and his grandson Tim, Peter's son who, in a
seamless transition, took over the license at Habton Grange
when his father retired in 1994, aged 65.
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SEVEN DAYS: UNAPOLOGETICALLY ALL
ABOUT EPSOM By Emma Berry

These days, it seems that as soon as the runners have crossed
the line in the Derby the crabbing begins about everything that's
wrong with the winner, the race and the meeting itself. It's a
funny old game when the people who follow the sport, and in
some cases whose livelihoods depend on it, seek constantly to
undermine the very thing that brings such enjoyment.

Obviously there are concerns regarding falling attendances at
the Derby, and at race meetings generally in different parts of
the world. An ominous weather forecast certainly played its part
this year, and it is clear that Epsom needs to review its pricing
structure, particularly to allow children in for free, as is the case
at Royal Ascot.

Thirty years on, would a move back to the traditional
Wednesday slot work to avoid clashes with other major sporting
fixtures on the day? Maybe. But for many people that would
then mean booking an extra day off work to attend. Cont. p5
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JACOB WEST A FRESH DIRECTION FOR CLAIBORNE
Chris McGrath speaks to Jacob West, who joined the Claiborne
Farm team last year as Stallion Seasons & Bloodstock Manager.
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Irish 1,000 Guineas heroine Lake Victoria has been ruled out of the Coronation Stakes
at Royal Ascot. See p9 for the story. | Racingfotos.com

8 | ZUCKERHUT IN CONTROL AT COLOGNE
The son of Almanzor was too good for his rivals in Monday's G2 Union-Rennen at
Cologne, punching his ticket to the G1 Deutsches Derby.

9| BUY A SHARE IN BROSAY
A 10% share in Royal Ascot contender Brosay has been added to this week's
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Don't Miss!

Breaking News - Featured Videos
Podcasts & Features - Sire Lists & TDN Rising Stars
TDN Archives

thetdn.com/europe



https://twitter.com/suefinley
mailto:suefinley@thetdn.com
https://twitter.com/garykingTDN
mailto:garkyking@thetdn.com
https://twitter.com/collingsberry
mailto:kelseynriley@gmail.com
mailto:emmacollingsberry@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/HLAndersonTDN
https://twitter.com/@AlaynaCullen
mailto:caferacing@aol.com
mailto:tdnadstaff@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/bwalltdn
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/europe/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/europe/

TDN EUROPE » PAGE 3 OF 13 « THETDN.COM

TUESDAY + 10 JUNE 2025

Peter Easterby cont. from p1

Thereafter Peter remained an integral component of the
stable and a regular at the Yorkshire racecourses.

The horse who really put Peter on the map was Goldhill (Le
Dieu D'Or). One of the best two-year-olds in the north in 1963
when he won five consecutive five-furlong races including the
Windsor Castle Stakes at Royal Ascot, Goldhill achieved little as a
three-year-old before bouncing back to better than his previous
best as a four-year-old in 1965, making all the running for a
four-length win in the King's Stand Stakes at Royal Ascot before
losing out in a three-way photo-finish in the July Cup. He
subsequently retired to Eastthorpe Hall Stud in Yorkshire before
moving to Burston Stud in Staffordshire, eventually proving
himself as versatile as his trainer with his winning offspring
headed by the precocious sprinters Lush Park, Fretta and Dutch
Gold as well as the dual Champion Hurdle winner Comedy Of
Errors.

That 1965 season had begun well for the stable when the
six-year-old gelding Old Tom (Relic) won the first feature race,
the Lincoln Handicap (run for the first time at Doncaster after
the closure of Lincoln racecourse), ridden by Scobie Breasley.
Peter won this great race again eight years later when the 50/1
shot Bronze Hill, a son of Goldhill, won under Mark Birch, the
multiple 'Cock of the North' who spent almost his entire career

Honesty Policy

Mersey Novices' Hurdle, Gr.1

.

Tattersalls Ireland

riding for the stable after having served the first three years of
his apprenticeship with Geoffrey Brooke in Newmarket.

Peter's dual-purpose status was emphasised in 1967, a year in
which his biggest win came in the Champion Hurdle at
Cheltenham when the six-year-old entire Saucy Kit (Hard Sauce)
beat 22 rivals to win the Champion Hurdle, ridden by Roy
Edwards who, after both horse and jockey had retired, stood the
stallion at Blakeley Stud in Shropshire.

Peter Easterby enjoyed a particularly golden era during the
late 1970s and early '80s when the stable's stars included two
dual Champion Hurdle winners (Night Nurse and Sea Pigeon)
and two Cheltenham Gold Cup winners (Alverton and Little
Owl). During this period Peter was champion National Hunt
trainer for three consecutive seasons, beginning with the
1978/'79 campaign.

Night Nurse and Sea Pigeon (who moved to Great Habton after
starting out on the Flat with Jeremy Tree and then beginning his
jumping career with Gordon Richards) remain two of the
legends of the sport. Other high-class hurdlers in the stable at
the time included the 16-time winner Sula Bula (whom Peter
had bought as a yearling at Doncaster for 2,200 guineas) as well
as Within The Law and Major Thompson, who finished first and
second in the Schweppes Gold Trophy at Newbury in 1979.
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Night Nurse | Getty Images

Peter Easterby cont.

Peter bought Night Nurse (Falcon) as a yearling at Tattersalls in
1972 for 1,300 guineas and then guided the horse to three wins
on the Flat and, most famously, triumphs in exactly half of his 64
starts over jumps, comprising 19 wins over hurdles and 13 over
fences. He came close to securing the holy grail of National Hunt
racing, failing only narrowly to augment his two Champion

HIGHEST
PRICES

Hurdle triumphs with a victory in the Cheltenham Gold Cup, in
which he finished second to his stablemate Little Owl (Cantab) in
1981. That was a second Gold Cup in three years for the stable,
following the win of Alverton (Midsummer Night) in 1979.
Alverton, previously a multiple winner on the Flat, had won the
Arkle Trophy at Cheltenham 12 months before his Gold Cup
triumph but heartbreakingly suffered a fatal fall at Becher's
Brook when favourite for the Grand National three weeks after
his finest hour.

Sea Pigeon (Sea-Bird) did not follow Night Nurse over fences,
having fallen in the Colonial Cup steeplechase in the USA fairly
early in his National Hunt career, but he augmented his hurdles
victories (which included two Champion Hurdles, two Fighting
Fifth Hurdles, two Scottish Champion Hurdles and one Welsh
Champion Hurdle) with some magnificent performances on the
Flat. He twice won the Chester Cup (both times ridden by Mark
Birch), took the Ebor Handicap at York (carrying 10 stone, ridden
by his usual jumps jockey Jonjo O'Neill and giving 40lb to the
runner-up) and thrice landed the Vaux Gold Tankard at Redcar,
carrying 10 stone each time and ridden twice by Birch and once
by O'Neill. All told, he won 21 times over jumps and 16 times on

the Flat.

Cont. p5
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Peter Easterby (right) with brother Mick at York Racecourse

Getty Images

Peter Easterby cont.

Lest it seem that the stable was concentrating solely on older
stayers, the Ebor Meeting at which Sea Pigeon won the
eponymous handicap also featured victory in the G2 Gimcrack
Stakes for the Mark Birch-ridden two-year-old sprinter Sonnen
Gold (Home Guard) who had been bought for 1,700 guineas as a
foal. This was Sonnen Gold's eighth start and seventh win of a
season in which he went on to run once more, finishing second
to subsequent 2,000 Guineas winner Known Fact in the G1
Middle Park Stakes at Newmarket.

At the end of the year, Sonnen Gold was allotted 9 stone 4lb
on the Free Handicap, 3lb below the top-rated Monteverdi, the
Vincent O'Brien-trained Dewhurst winner. He was given 10
stone 5Ib on the Northern Free Handicap, 12lb higher than the
second-top weight, his stablemate Silly Prices (Silly Season), a
three-time juvenile winner whom Peter had bought for 2,000
guineas as a yearling.

By the time that Peter Easterby stepped back to hand over the
licence at Habton Grange to his son Tim (who had ridden plenty
of winners for his father as an amateur, both Flat and National
Hunt, including on horses such as Sea Pigeon and Sula Bula) he
had achieved the unique feat of being the only British trainer to
have sent out over 1,000 winners both on the Flat and over
jumps. Since then, the stable has continued to flourish as Tim,
truly a chip off the old block, has prepared a huge volume of
winners including several at Group 1 level. Most notably, Bollin
Eric (Shaamit), bred and raced by Sir Neil and Lady Westbrook
for whom Peter had trained for decades, won the St Leger in
2002. Almost similarly satisfying for a proudly Yorkshire family
will have been the triumph of Winter Power (Bungle Inthejungle)
in the G1 Nunthorpe Stakes at York's Ebor Meeting in 2021.

Softly spoken and blessed with a nature dominated by innate
kindness, Peter Easterby was a legend of the training ranks; a

loving and loved husband, father and grandfather; a mentor to
many; and a friend to all. He will be sorely missed and never
forgotten, and we offer our sincere condolences to his family.

Share this story ﬂ]

Seven
Days

by Emma Berry

Cont. from p1

The suggestion last week by the Daily Mail's racing
correspondent Dominic King of having Epsom as the sole
meeting in the UK on Derby day is certainly worth exploring so
that the focus of the racing world, in Britain at least, is on what
happens on those historic Downs. But this kind of decision
would require a diktat from the BHA, overruling the factional
interests of other racecourse groups, and we all know how well
that is working out at the moment.

The only regret felt in this quarter on leaving Epsom on
Saturday evening was that we now have to wait another year for
the most enthralling contest of them all. At least we have Ascot
to cheer us up next week.

Cont. p6
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The historic Epsom Downs | Emma Berry

Seven Days cont.

So, in the spirit preferred by this column of glass half full--or,
even better, glass completely full--we will continue to ponder
not how to save the Derby, for the vocal and actual support of
so many owners and breeders shows that it doesn't need saving,
but how to make the great race even more special.

For starters, it would be good to see the restoration and return
to use of Epsom's Prince's Stand, which dates back to 1879 and
now stands lonely and unloved, though still beautiful. Having
until quite recently been used for owners and trainers, it would
be the perfect place to house a Derby museum or hall of fame.

It is also worth remembering, in these days of smartphones,
that if--God forbid--you decided to go shopping instead of being
at Epsom, you can instantly check the result with the help of
Google or even watch the race online, a fact which has to be
considered when one is comparing current attendances with
those of yesteryear. Back in the time of, say, the marvellous
Signorinetta, who, in 1908, became one of a select band of fillies
to have won the Oaks and the Derby, if you weren't at Epsom,
your next best option was to wait outside the window of Fore's
art gallery in Piccadilly. There, presumably with some delay, the
result would be posted on canvas by the sporting artist John
Beer, whose job it was around that time to depict the finishing
order for the Derby in paint. Good things come to those who
wait.

Witnessing History in the Making

While we can look back with fondness on those great
partnerships of Vincent O'Brien and Lester Piggott, Sir Henry
Cecil and Steve Cauthen, Sir Michael Stoute and Walter
Swinburn, it is important to appreciate what is happening right
now in front of us. Being a fan of racing and attending its big
Classic days is to play our own small part in its history, even just
as bystanders.

By sheer numbers alone Aidan O'Brien, at age 55, has already
secured his own chapter in the book of racing greats, and it is
one very much still being written. Direct comparisons with his
predecessor at Ballydoyle cannot be made because Vincent
O'Brien was not working with anywhere near the same number
of horses at his disposal, but Aidan's stable size is comparable to
a number of other leading trainers in Britain and Ireland who
end up with neither the same number of potential Classic
horses, nor therefore a similar level of Classic success.

And, yes, he is fortunate in so many ways, not least in his
constant supply of suitably bred animals to be honed on
Ballydoyle's specially designed replica of Tottenham Corner.
"Everything in Ballydoyle is about Epsom," he said on Saturday
in the post-Derby press conference--a sentence which should be
a shot in the arm to what is perhaps this week an Epsom
management which feels under attack. "The whole breed is
assessed by the Derby and the Oaks. It's left and it's right and it's
up and it's down, and it really tests them."

With no disrespect to the superb jockeys who have gone
before him at Ballydoyle, Ryan Moore's tenure as O'Brien's
number one has brought about an even greater dominance for
the stable. There is something so superior about Moore's riding
at the moment which makes you believe that if he isin a
position to challenge, as he was on Persica for his old ally
Richard Hannon in the second race on Derby day, then he will
simply galvanise his mount to win, just as he had done with Jan
Brueghel and Minnie Hauk the day before.

In the Derby, Delacroix's lacklustre performance meant that
there was not to be a clean sweep of the Group 1s for Moore,
but that did open the door for Wayne Lordan to enjoy a
deserved victory following a confident and well-judged ride on
Lambourn, who was not for stopping.

Cont. p7
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JacobWest ard Rolert Law| Fasig-Tipton

Ay savingsin the stock market, they're zero.' And I'm sitting
there thinking, 'God, | need to get away from this.' @

Fortunately, the baseball coach he was assisting at alocal high
school noticed his misery, knew what really made him tick, and
introduced himto a contact at Taylor Made. Little caring that
bloodstock wasin parallel freefall, West made his shedrow
debut at the 2009 January Sle.

Alhe coldest sale on record, and the worst,@e recalls happily.

AAnd as soon as | walked into the barn, that first morning, it was,
'Ch yeah, thisiswhat I'm going to do with my life." I'll never
forget walking through the back ring holding a bucket and towel,
and seeing Mark and Frank Taylor standing there. Mark said,
"You love this, don't you? | said, 'I'min heaven.' And Frank said,
"‘Well, if you love it now, just wait till it turnsaround.' @

They took him on, despite a hiring freeze, and put him to work
with the barren mares.

A got so lucky, @Vest marvels. Because the Taylor brothers
are incredible teachers. The number of guysthat came through
their farm, now doing other things, it's unparalleled. And I think
they saw a young, unmolded mind, a blank date. My number-
one mentor was Mark Taylor. | followed him around like a
puppy dog, just a sponge trying to absorb as much as| could. @

However fast alearner, it required unusual self-belief--not to
say impudence--to imagine that wealthy people might now let
him spend their money.

One day West suggested that he might approach Robert and
Lawana Low to buy some horses.

MMark replied, 'Absolutely not! You do that, I'll fire you!' @e
recalls. Adt the end of the day, I've always had a certain
confidence in myself. My mom, a single mother raising my
brother and me, awaysingtilled in usthat we were big, strong
boysthat needed to be leaders.@ont.
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