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What made those two victories all the more special was the
fact that the siblings were bred by Aidan and Annemarie O'Brien
under their Whisperview Trading banner, and now it is the turn
of his Donnacha to attempt to secure another Breeders' Cup
winner for his parents as breeders with Porta Fortuna (Ire)
(Caravaggio). More importantly, however, the filly will be
carrying the hopes of a large number of American owners in the
Juvenile Fillies Turf on Friday.

"We've been coming to the Breeders' Cup since as along as |
can remember, and I've been lucky enough to ride at a few, but
this is my first one as a trainer, so it's exciting. | haven't been to
the Breeders' Cup in the last few years because | haven't had a
runner, so it's nice to be back," said O'Brien, the former dual
champion jockey in Ireland who retired from race-riding in 2019.

Porta Fortuna remains confined to barracks until being allowed
on to the main track on Tuesday morning.

"She travelled well and is in good form, and seems to have
settled in well," he continued. "She's been a superstar for us this
year. To win at Ascot was fantastic, but she had two wins before
Ascot, so to still be going, and to have run in three Group 1sin a
row, and against the boys as well, she's danced every dance and
she's a very tough filly. We're very lucky to have her, she's been
great for us."

That she has. From her maiden win at the Curragh on April 16,
Porta Fortuna went straight into Pattern company for her first
run in the colours of her new team of owners to win the G3
Fillies' Sprint S. at Naas, enjoying the perfect tune up before her
first spot of travelling to Ascot for the G3 Albany S. Come
August, she was chasing home Bucanero Fuerte (Fr) to be
second in the G1 Phoenix S. before taking third in the G1
Moyglare Stud S. Finally she secured her own Group 1 success
on her return to Britain for the Cheveley Park S. at Newmarket.
She steps up now for a tight, turning mile, the first time she has
gone beyond seven furlongs.

Her trainer reported, "She has taken every run very well. She's
not a filly who needs a lot of work at home. She's not difficult to
train, her races kind of bring her along.

"She is owned by Steve Weston, Barry Fowler, Dean Reeves
and Medallion Thoroughbreds, as well, which is a big syndicate.
They are all American, and from the moment they bought her
this was the dream and it has just worked out incredibly well. It's
great to be able to bring her over to the US for them."

The success of Porta Fortuna has also prompted greater
involvement in O'Brien's stable from the ownership group, who
bought into the filly through agent Mark McStay.

He added, "They bought her after she won a maiden, and they
have bought some yearlings for me this year.

FIND SOMETHING PRECIOUS

SAPPHIRE SALE

Flat Foals, Yearlings & Breeding Stock
17 November

Previous Gems include:

Matron Stakes winner

CHAMPERS ELYSEES

Norfolk Stakes winner

THE LIR JET

Tattersalls Ireland
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Frankel’s best miling son: rated
124 by Timeform and winner of the
G1 Queen Anne from an elite field.

Standing at Dalham Hall Stud in 2024 Davrley
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IRAD ORTIZ, JR., SUSPENDED THREE DAYS

FOR AQUEDUCT 'CARELESS RIDING'

by T.D. Thornton

Irad Ortiz, Jr., currently the nation's leading jockey in both
purse winnings and victories for 2023, waived his right to appeal
a three-day "careless riding" suspension imposed by the
Aqueduct Racetrack stewards for an Oct. 22 bumping incident
that resulted in a victory for Ortiz's mount, an inquiry by the
stewards, but no disqualification.

As a result of waiving the appeal, Ortiz will sit out three days
starting this coming Sunday, Nov. 5, the day after he rides the
Breeders' Cup at Santa Anita Park, plus next Thursday and
Friday, Nov. 9 and 10, the next two live racing dates on the
Aqueduct calendar.

Riding Mister J T (Stay Thirsty), who was claimed as the 5-2
second favorite out of a $12,500 claiming sprint, Ortiz, according
to the Equibase chart, was bottled up "behind a wall of rivals
slugging it out on the front nearing the eighth pole, opted to tip
out bulling his way out by bumping Striking Speed [Brilliant
Speed] twice and nearly forcing that rival to clip heels to make a
lane for himself at that station, then forged clear in hand much
the best in the late stages."

Striking Speed faded to seventh and last place.

Ortiz recently was suspended three days at Saratoga Race
Course for a "careless riding" foul that did result in the
disqualification of his mount from a July 27 win. He also served
three days for committing the same type of infraction at
Belmont Park June 11 that resulted in an inquiry but no
disqualification of his third-place finisher.

Irad Ortiz Jr. | Coglianese

THANK YOU

CHEYENNE STABLES

Join the growing list of owners and trainers who have

pledged a percentage of their 2023 Breeders’ Cup
Championship earnings to support Thoroughbred
aftercare.

*, .“

BREEDERS’ CUP

4 W4 PLEDGE

Today’s Champions
Running for Yesterday’s Stars

2023

Jena Antonucci Spendthrift Farm
Blue Rose Farm Starlight Racing
Cheyenne Stables Stonestreet Stables

Joe R. Peacock, Jr. Team Hanley

Pin Oak Stud White Birch Farm
Todd Pletcher Winstar Farm
Repole Stable

J Kirk and Judy Robison

SFRacing

Siena Farm

For more information, contact Anna Ford
614-989-3926 or anna@horseadoption.com
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TWO-YEAR-OLDS ARE
BACK AND TAKING CHARGE

2YO colt

EL GRANDE O

had another huge
performance capturing the
$200,000 Sleepy Hollow S.

at Belmont at the Big A
on Sunday.

WATCH RACE e Y ’ N
Two-Year-Olds of 2023

13 winners
4 Black-type horses

2 Black-type winners

*TDN Sires List 10-30-2023

Owner: Barry K. Schwartz

Breeder: Stonewall Farm & “ﬁ

i EKEINIFYY Betss s omor o

0 N aan aam— A.P. Indy - Take Charge Lady, by Dehere

2024 Fee: $10,000 S&N
859-873-1717
WINST%\\7R www.winstarfarm.com
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Malathaat at Shadwell last month | Sarah Andrew

Sheikha Hissa is not yet 30, yet she seems to be instilling
confidence throughout the sport--on American shores and
beyond--by reinvigorating the Shadwell brand. She's doing it in
Europe with Shadwell homebreds like English highweight
Baaeed (GB), whose granddam was a Breeders' Cup winner for
Shadwell, and she's doing it in the U.S. with sales purchases such
as 2021 and 2022 champion Malathaat, who closed out her
career with victory in last year's Breeders' Cup Distaff.

“Shadwell Farm in America is rebranding as Shadwell Racing,”
said Jonathan Smyth, general manager of the American arm.
“Under the leadership of Sheikha Hissa, there is a strong passion
for the business, much like her late father. It's truly exciting for
all of us to be part of the next chapter of Shadwell.”

Few things in this sport inspire passion and hope more than a
Breeders' Cup winner. Malathaat provided just that. The elegant
bay closed out her stellar career last November with a
scintillating final-stride win in the Distaff after finishing third in
the same race as a sophomore in 2021. Winner of the Kentucky
Oaks, Alabama, and Ashland at three, her Distaff alongside
Spinster and Personal Ensign wins at four was icing on the cake.

“What a day to remember! Malathaat's Breeders' Cup win was
truly spectacular,” said Smyth. “She's an extraordinary mare, and
her victory was a testament to her remarkable talent and
incredible determination. | remember the atmosphere at the
Breeders' Cup, where the best of the best came together to put
on a show.

“Malathaat's victory was the result of her not only being
physically gifted but also having a beautiful, composed mind.
[Trainer] Todd [Pletcher] and his team did an exceptional job
preparing her for that race, and Johnny [Velazquez] gave her a
thrilling ride.”

With back-to-back Eclipse Awards secure, Malathaat was
retired after the Breeders' Cup and bred to leading sire Into

Mischief this spring. Smyth reported she caught on the first
attempt and has been determined to be carrying a filly. Despite
her competitiveness and athleticism on the racetrack, Malathaat
was known for her kindness off the track, making her a fan
favorite.

“Malathaat's famously sweet disposition at the track has
continued on the farm,” said Smyth. “She's like a big teddy bear,
as kind and gentle as ever. Her friendly and amiable nature has
made the transition from the track to farm life a smooth and
delightful experience. She still requires peppermints, though!

“Malathaat has settled into life on the farm remarkably well,”
continued Smyth. “She has a great temperament and a sweet
disposition, making her a joy to be around. She has formed a
close bond with [Shadwell homebred and 2021 GII Mother
Goose winner] Zaajel, which is heartwarming to witness.”

Malathaat's presence in the Shadwell racing stable was a bit of
a departure from the usual for Shadwell, as she was a $1.05-
million buy at the Keeneland September sale from Stonestreet,
who bred and consigned her, during Sheikh Hamdan's tenure.
Shadwell has had a mountain of success with homebreds in the
past, but hasn't shied away from sales purchases either.

“Shadwell has historically been known for its breeding-to-race
approach,” said Smyth, “and that continues to be our primary
focus in the American division. However, we do participate in
sales as well. Sheikh Hamdan had a particular fondness for the
Keeneland September sales, and it's been a wonderful tradition
to carry on.

“We can't emphasize enough how fortunate we feel to have
her as part of our stable. Malathaat is a beautifully balanced
filly, and her walk is simply amazing. It's been an incredible
journey since that acquisition, filled with victories and a deep
sense of pride for Shadwell for owning a horse of such
exceptional quality.” Cont.

GSW Zaajel and Malathaat with Brittany Carter (broodmare manager),
Larry Howard, PJ Dilger, and Maddie Danna | Sarah Andrew
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