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Bloodstock agent Valfredo Valiani at Tattersalls

Laura Green/Tattersalls

Valfredo Valiani Cont.

   He added, AIn Italy, the market is very strong for the lower

horses, and for the top horses, sometimes you get to buy

something that you would definitely pay more if you were

abroad in another sale."

   Like many people involved in an increasingly international

business, Valiani naturally has some concerns regarding the

racing industry in his home country, which is notably slow in

paying out prize-money.

   "Plenty of people still want to

buy [horses], the passion is still

here," he says. "But nothing is

working properly, I have to say.

But when you have all these

people willing to become

racehorse owners, you have a

chance to get out of the bad

situation we are in now. So I'm

hopeful, let's put it in this way."

   He adds, "We're in trouble with

the [European] Pattern

Committee. Hopefully they will let

us keep the same position as we

are now, but that is not for sure. It

would be a real shame if Italy [lost

its black-type races] because there

are a lot of mare owners that buy nominations and a lot of

people that buy yearlings at the sales, buy horses in training

abroad. So it would be a shame for everybody. Of course, first of

all, for Italy."

   Valiani continues, "And don't forget that we still produce a lot

of very good jockeys. Five out of the best 20 jockeys in the world

probably are Italians. We produce good trainers who go abroad

and do well, so it's a big racing country."

   As well as Aloa, who was the top-rated juvenile filly in Italy last

year, Valiani also had ties to the top-rated three-year-old filly,

Romagna Mia (GB) (Mastercraftsman {Ire}), whom he had

purchased at the Arqana Breeze-up Sale for ,25,000 (the second

year it was held in Doncaster). 

   "She won a Group 2 race, the Premio Lydia Tesio, and then we

sold her for i500,000 in Arqana in December. She's gone to

America and she's been Grade I-placed for Team Valor," he

notes. 

   The filly hails from the Blue Duster family with which Valiani's

old boss Luca Cumani also enjoyed success as the trainer of the

multiple Group 3 winner and Group 1 runner-up Fantasia (GB)

(Sadler's Wells), and the agent is

quick to credit Cumani, a noted

breeder as well as former trainer,

as a mentor.

   He says, "Going back, a lot of

what I've learned I have to thank

Luca for, Luca and Sara, because

Luca's been a great master for me.

   "When I was his assistant

trainer, he gave me quite a tough

time at the beginning and I kept

thinking >one day I'll have to be

back in England and win a race.'

The first time was with Super

Tassa, and I kept her with Luca for

the last month, and I would fly up

and back twice a week. We were

together in York when she won the Yorkshire Oaks, and he was

the one shouting more than anybody else. He was so happy for

me."

   The SGA Yearling Sale starts at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday and has

been moved from its intended venue at the Maura racecourse to

be held in front of the Palazzina del Peso at San Siro racecourse.

All yearlings will be on view at the stables in Via Ippodromo 67.

The public entrances are Piazzale dello Sport 6 (Leonardo`s

horse) and Piazzale dello Sport 16 (fountain).
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TERRITORIES
MORE 2023 Group juveniles than Kodiac, Mehmas, Dark Angel, Siyouni, 
Showcasing, Churchill and New Bay. MORE two-year-old winners rated 
over 80 this year than Frankel, Kingman and Lope de Vega.

MORE 2023 Stakes performers than Oasis Dream, Le Havre, Harry 
Angel, Acclamation, Dandy Man, Bated Breath and Zoustar.

THEY KNOW: This year and last, his yearlings have been bought by a 
long list of the best judges in the game. For a very good reason: he’s an 
excellent stallion.
GET ON THE LIST: Latest yearlings at the sales now.
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Paul Hayward

Fonteyn winning the 2022 Sun Chariot | HKJC

SUN CHARIOT ONE OF THREE NEW WORLD

POOL DAYS IN 2023
   A trio of new race days have been approved for the 2023

World Pool calendar by the Hong Kong SAR government, the

Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) announced on Thursday.

   The HKJC applied for Newmarket=s Sun Chariot S. Day on Oct.

7, Turnbull S. Day at Flemington that same day, and Cox Plate

Day at Moonee Valley on Oct. 28 to be added to the schedule. A

total of four races will be world pool events at Newmarket that

day, while five races at Flemington have been added to the

global betting opportunities earlier in the day. Cox Plate Day

features nine World Pool races. The full schedule is as follows:

$ Sept. 9 B Irish Champion S. Day (full card)

$ Oct. 7 B Turnbull S. Day (partial card)

$ Oct. 7 B Sun Chariot S. Day (partial card)

$ Oct. 8 B Gran Premio Latinoamericano (single race)

$ Oct. 14 B The Everest Day (partial card)

$ Oct. 21  B Caulfield Cup Day (partial card)

$ Oct. 21 B British Champions Day (full card)

$ Oct. 28  B Cox Plate Day (partial card)

$ Nov. 4 B Victoria Derby Day (full card)

   Michael Fitzsimons, Executive Director, Wagering Products, at

the HKJC, said, AHaving Turnbull S. Day and Cox Plate Day from

Australia added to the World Pool calendar is a great boost.

Both cards will be full of quality and of great interest to punters

around the globe, particularly with the likelihood of Hong Kong

star Romantic Warrior (Ire) being aimed at the Cox Plate itself.

   AWe=re delighted to have Sun Chariot S. Day at Newmarket

confirmed too. That meeting takes place on the same day as the

Turnbull S., marking the first time we=ve had a UK and Australian

meeting commingled globally on the same day. We=re then set

for another double-header of World Pool days on 21 October

with the Caulfield Cup at Moonee Valley and Champions Day at

Ascot, so it=s a very exciting time.@

   For more information about the World Pool, please visit the

HKJC website. 

NEW RECORD TOP PRICE AT GOFFS UK

YORTON SALE
   The fifth edition of the Goffs UK Yorton Sale featured a new

record top price, with 2-year-old Brisky Dancer (Fr) selling to Ian

Ferguson and Dai Walters for ,165,000 on Thursday. The sale

celebrated it=s first Grade 1 alumi this year with Inthepocket

(GB) (Blue Bresil {Fr}), who scored at Aintree=s Grand National

Festival.

   Consigned as lot 5, the gelded son of No Risk At All (Fr) is a

half-brother to Grade 3 winners Al Dancer (Fr) (Al Namix {Fr})

and Tzar=s Dancer (Fr) (Tzar Rodney {Fr}). The previous record

price was also set by a No Risk At All 2-year-old at ,105,000,

also purchased by Walters, in the sale=s inaugural edition five

years ago.

   No Risk At All also sired the second highest price on the day, a

2-year-old filly (lot 18), who is a half-sister to listed winner Night

Endeavour (Fr) (Shalaa {Ire}), with the pair being out of the listed

winner Night Serenade (Ire) (Golan {Ire}).

   A total of 36 horses sold, the same number as last year, for a

clearance rate of 80% and a gross of ,1,136,000. The average

dropped a tick to ,31,556, and the median decreased 7% to

,28,000.

   Yorton owner David Futter said, AThis year marks the fifth year

of this sale and it=s great to see so many returning clients, along

with a number of new faces.@ Cont p13
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