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$1.8 MILLION EXCEED COLT
TO KIA ORA/TFI

Exceed and Excel-Ichihara colt | Magic Millions Photo

by Oz Wedmore

At A Glance:

¢ At the close of trade on Saturday evening, Book 1 of the 2023
Magic Millions Gold Coast Yearling Sale had grossed
$228,411,000, around $400,000 short of the 2022 figure.

® Magic Millions broke their record of million-dollar sales, with
a total of 20 changing hands for seven-figures, up one from their
previous record of 19.

® The median dipped slightly again to $215,000, compared to
$230,000 last year, whilst the clearance rate sat at 88.48%
against 92.72 %.

¢ The top lot on the final day was Corumbene Stud’s $1.8
million Exceed And Excel colt (Lot 955), which sold to Kia Ora
Stud and TFI.

e Of the sires, | Am Invincible extended his lead over Zoustar on
aggregate, some $13.5 million ahead, whilst Snitzel finished in
third. The Yarraman Park resident was crowned leading sire by
average for the first time, finishing the sale at $736,136.

¢ None of Blue Point (Ire)’s progeny sold in the final session,
and he remained at the head of the first-season sires, with his
16 lots selling for an average of $378,125.

e The combination of China Horse Club, Newgate, Go
Bloodstock and Trilogy Racing led the buyer’s bench on
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aggregate over Book 1--they have spent a total of $10,100,000
on 18 yearlings.

¢ Of the vendors, Newgate Farm-consigned yearlings have
brought the most money, their 54 to sell totalling $17,225,000,
around $2 million ahead of Arrowfield Stud who have sold 48.
Segenhoe Stud lead on average ($564,000) from their 25 to sell.

Inclement weather didn't stop the seven-figure action amongst
the 89 lots catalogued for the final Book 1 session of the 2023
Magic Millions Gold Coast Yearling Sale.

In a time of Australia's cost of living crisis and with rising
interest rates, you could forgive Magic Millions Managing
Director Barry Bowditch for showing a hint of relief as he
reflected on another record-breaking January sale after its
conclusion on Saturday evening.

There was no slowing of the seven-figure results on the final
day of trade, but beyond the headlines it’s the theme of variety
that has left Bowditch most proud of what has played out over
the course of Book 1.

“It’s a very diverse buyers' bench,” he said. “There’s a lot of
buyers on the sheet, | don’t think anyone really dominated. |
think the leading buyer spent some $11 million and that’s well
less than 5% of what’s been spent here, it shows it’s a very good
spread across the board.

“When you have a catalogue of 979 horses and you’re clearing
almost 89% it’s a big effort considering the volume of horses
you’ve got and going into the unknown from an economic
perspective.

Bobby Bowditch | Magic Millions
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“I thought if you had a high-end filly they were very well
sought-after here... They all found their level and were
extremely hard to buy, and I'd have thought most vendors
would walk away extremely pleased with what they got for
those fillies.

“But the colt market had so much depth, be it at $300,000 all
the way through to the big numbers--there’s so many stallion
funds and people trying to buy those colts to live the dream...”

Although there will be no rest for Bowditch as selling begins on
Sunday for Book 2, he is already excited to see the graduates of
what he terms “the strongest catalogue we've ever put
together” take to the track.

Of course, it all comes down to results--and in turn the
performance on the racetrack that makes up those pedigree
pages--and that’s not something Bowditch has lost sight of.

“I'm very excited about what these graduates will achieve on
the racetrack over the next two to three years,” he said.

“If we continue to do a good
job for our vendors they’'ll
continue to sell their very best
stock that are ready for the
Gold Coast each January.”

$1.8 million Exceed And

Excel x Ichihara Colt

G3 Breeders’ Plate winner
Empire Of Japan (Snitzel) didn’t
get his chance in the R. Listed
Magic Millions 2YO Classic, but
his half-brother was able to
make his own headline during
the final session of Book 1 on
Saturday evening.

Consigned by his breeders Corumbene Stud as Lot 955, the son
of G2 Magic Night S. winner Ichihara (General Nediym) was the
subject of some spirited bidding across the auditorium. When
the bidding finally stopped it was with Kia Ora’s Bloodstock and
Breeding Manager Shane Wright, who signed for him in
conjunction with TFI.

“It was a lot of money but he’s a beautiful, beautiful colt,” he
said. “There were two or three colts at this sale that really stood
out to us and he was one of them.

“He comes from Corumbene and we all know they can breed a
very, very good horse and this guy fits the profile to be just that,
so hopefully he is.”

He’s from a true Corumbene family, with Ichihara being a
sister to stakes winners Au Chocolat and Isurava, the dam of
Menari. The latter was bred and has now returned to stand at
Corumbene.

James Harron | Magic Millions Photo

Although there seems every chance that Empire Of Japan will
find his own way in that direction in time, Wright was cautious
in his optimism for the developing family.

“It’s very much speculation, you’re always innocent until
proven guilty and Empire Of Japan is very much a hype horse,”
Wright said. “He looks like he’s got a big year, and hopefully
career, ahead of him.

“We definitely add that into calculations but you always look
at a horse on what you value them at. We were a little bit over
what we were hoping to be but for the good ones you have to
spend it.

“We haven’t decided on a trainer just yet. We've got a couple
of yearlings left over that we haven’t got trainers for, so we’ll go
home... and work all that out.”

$1,000,000 Zoustar x In Times Of War Colt

James Harron added a second
seven-figure purchase to his
Magic Millions haul before the
end of trade on Saturday, going
to an even $1 million for Lot
967, a colt from the draft of
' Baramul Stud.

By Zoustar, he is the third foal
from the three-time winning
Street Cry (Ire) mare In Times
Of War, and his second dam is
the high-class juvenile Military
Rose (General Nediym), whose
victories include the R. Listed
Magic Millions 2YO Classic and
the G2 Reisling S.

“Loved the colt, he’s a
beautiful horse, lovely pedigree,” Harron said. “We’re very
happy to get him. We got involved a bit later on, but it was
spirited bidding.

“We’ve got a very short list and he was on that, so he’s an
outstanding horse, so it was a good result.”

$850,000 | Am Invincible x Istanford (USA) Filly

The penultimate yearling into the ring on Saturday evening, Lot
978, was consigned by Newgate Farm and sold to Will Johnson
of William Johnson Bloodstock (FBAA) to an online bid of
$850,000, in conjunction with the Snowden stable.

Istanford (USA) was a dual winner as a juvenile in the US, and
her three further victories included the Gl Del Mar San
Clemente H. and GlII Arlington Classic S. Her two foals to race
include three-time winner and listed-placed Tonneofgrit
(Winning Rupert).
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“Waiting for the end of trade might have been to our
advantage here,” Johnson told TDN AusNZ. “She’s been well
worth waiting for. Obviously, everything didn't go to plan today
with the races being called off, but Magics have done a fantastic
job.

“Hopefully this filly can be in the race next year. She’s built for
speed and by the best sire in the country at the moment.

“She was very easy for Peter and Paul to fall in love.”

$800,000 | Am Invincible x In Her Time Colt

Matt Laurie made his most expensive purchase of Book 1 his
last (of four) when he went to $800,000 to secure the first foal
from In Her Time (Time Thief) from Yulong Stud. Consigned as
Lot 965, he is by | Am Invincible and Laurie felt that he’d found
good value considering how sought-after his progeny have been
at this sale.

“l thought that was good buying, whether or not today’s
mishap dulled the night’s session | don’t know, but it’s good for
us,” Laurie said.

“Obviously the mother is a star and he just took our eye right
from the beginning.”

Dual-Group 1 winner In Her Time is from the family of stakes
winners Hot As Hell (County), Flaming Hot (County), Craig’s
Dragon (Catbird) and Coolmore sire Yes Yes Yes.

“When we saw him at the farm we were pretty impressed and
we’ve got a bit of a stallion group together so we thought he’d
be a good starter,” Laurie said.

“He’s a very well-balanced colt, he’s got a lot of strength to
him and he’s very much together.”

LEVANTE RULES IN TRENTHAM REPLAY

by TDN AusNZ

The brilliant Levante (NZ) (Proisir) made it back-to-back G1
Telegraphs at Trentham on Saturday afternoon. Sent off an
odds-on favourite, victory didn’t always look secure as she drew
up to Babylon Berlin (All Too Hard) in the home straight.

Just as in the 2022 edition, the 6-year-old mare was made to
work hard for the victory, drawing on her reserves to edge out
Babylon Berlin by 0.4l, with the pair drawing 4l clear of
Ifndoubtgetout (NZ) (Keano {NZ}).

Trained by Ken and Bev Kelso, the victory was all the more
poignant for the husband-and-wife team as Bev has been inill
health of late.

“It’s very special that Bev came as she hasn’t been that well, so
to make the trip down here is very special,” Ken Kelso said. “She
is a very tough mare who doesn’t lay down and tries her hardest
every time.

“She wants to give you a heart attack every year but she is just
so tough.”

australia new zealand

Click here for
all of today’s information
from TDN AusNZ.

www.tdnausnz.com.au
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Pedigree Notes

Bred by Scott Williams, who remains part of the ownership,
Levante is out of Island Doy (GB) (Doyoun {Ire}), a dual-winner in
Ireland and a half-sister to Group 3 winner Cryptavia (NZ) (Gold
Brose).

Saturday’s was a third elite-level success for the mare, who
also won the G1 BCD Sprint at Te Rapa last year, and Kelso
indicated that she will likely return to Te Rapa on Feb. 11 as she
attempts to go back-to-back in that race too.

She became her sire’s first Group 1 winner when she took this
race last year, and with her latest victory the Rich Hill Stud
resident extended his lead at the head of the New Zealand Sires'
Premiership, now sitting on NZ$2,099,715, NZ$825,410 ahead
of reigning Champion Sire Savabeel.

Proisir has 23 yearlings catalogued at the New Zealand
Bloodstock Karaka Yearling Sale (Book 1), which gets underway
on Jan. 29.

Saturday, Trentham, New Zealand
TELEGRAPH S.-G1, NZ$350,000, WRC, 1-14, Open, WFA,
1200mT, 1:07.11, Dead.
1--LEVANTE, 56.5, m, 6, by Proisir (Aus)
1st Dam: Island Doy (GB), by Doyoun (Ire)
2nd Dam: Nuravia (GB), by Nureyev (USA)
3rd Dam: Bahariva (Fr), by Sir Gaylord (USA)
O-Mrs C.J. & P. H. Brown, A. C. & Mrs M. E. Enting,
Sandringham Investments Ltd & M. J. Tapper; B-L Williams,
Waikato (NZ); T-Ken & Bev Kelso; J-R. T. Elliot; NZ$201,250.
Lifetime Record: 19-11-2-2, A$942,231. *1/2 to Doyenne (NZ)
(Kilimanjaro {GB}), SP-NZ; and Miss Isle (NZ) (Bachelor Duke),
SP-NZ. Werk Nick Rating A+++. Triple Plus. Click for the
eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree or the free Arion.co.nz
catalogue-style pedigree.
2--Babylon Berlinn (Aus), 56.5, m, 5, All Too Hard (AUS)--You
Can't Say That (Aus), by Fusaichi Pegasus (USA). O-Scott
Williams, Ben Foote, Kim Rogers, Samuel Beatson, Cedric

/X
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Foote & Andrew Stuart; B-Bloodstock Resources Ltd (VIC); T-B.
W. Foote; J-K. Asano; Z$64,750.

3--Ifndoubtgetout, 58.5, g, 6, Keano--Latino Lady, by Spartacus
(Ire). *1ST BLACK TYPE. 1ST GROUP BLACK TYPE. 1ST GROUP
1 BLACK TYPE. O-Miss T L Bliss; B-Miss T L Bliss, Central (NZ);
T-Ms T Bliss; J-C. Zackey; NZ$31,500.

Margins: HF, 4, HD. Odds: 4/5, 7/2, 57.

Also Ran: Shezzacatch, Can | Get an Amen, Packing Rockstar

(Aus), Justacanta, Coventina Bay, Is That So, Lincoln's Kruz (Aus),

One More Time. Click for the NZ Racing chart or VIDEO.

Click to read today's edition of /q%/
Highlights Include:

AUSTRALIAN GROUP 1 RACES - 2023

Date Race Track

Feb. 11 Neds C.F. OrrS. LP Hillside

Feb. 18 Black Caviar Lightning Flemington

Feb. 25 Ladbrokes Blue Diamond S. LP Hillside
Neds Oakleigh Plate LP Hillside
Futurity S. LP Hillside
Chipping Norton S. Royal Randwick
Surround S. Royal Randwick

Mar. 4 Australian Guineas Flemington

Royal Randwick
Royal Randwick

Randwick Guineas
Canterbury S.
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Cont. from p1

DAREDEVIL

More Than Ready - Chasethewildwind, by Forty Niner

TWO FIRST-CROP
CLASSIC WINNERS

MORE QUALITY TO COME

With Cls of 1.53 in 2021 and 1.48 in 2022,
Daredevil’'s foals and yearlings of 2023 are
his best-bred crops since his first, which

Avery Whisman | MJC Photo

After learning of Whisman’s death, Hall of Famer Mike Smith
took to Twitter to pay tribute to the young jockey. “R.I.P my little
brother you will Always be so Loved,” read his tweet.

Whisman met Smith when he moved to Southern California in
the summer of 2018 where he went to prepare for his career.
Smith took Whisman under his wing and gave him boots and the
saddle he used when winning the Gl Kentucky Derby in 2005
aboard Giacomo (Holy Bull). The same saddle was given to Smith
by Laffit Pincay, Jr. when he retired in 2003. Salli Whisman said
the entire family was involved in eventing and that her son had
been around horses since he was a toddler. “| wanted to have a
career where | could ride,” Avery Whisman told the Laurel
media relations department in 2019. “I love riding horses, | love
working with them in the mornings and teaching them and
trying to make them better and improve every single day. Just
being around horses, it's what | love. | wanted to find a career
where | could do that for the rest of my life. Unfortunately in the
eventing and show world, there's not really any kind of money in
it. You can't support yourself doing that, so when | started
galloping and started making a little money and started getting a
little taste of the racing industry, | loved it. It made the most
sense.” Whisman made his debut Dec. 18, 2018 at Turf Paradise.
He would move to the Maryland circuit in 2019 and also rode
winners at Presque Isle and at Colonial Downs. “He was a bit of
an adrenaline junky,” his mother said. “He loved the speed.”

Whisman had 90 career winners. His best year came in 2019
when he had 53 winners. He is survived by his mother, his father
Lyman, a former steeplechase jockey, and sisters Caitlin LANE'S END
Pinkney-Atkinson, Emma Whisman and Clare McCabe. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the the $20,000
Permanently Disabled Jockeys Fund. lanesend.com | t: 859.873.7300

Share this story ﬂ]

produced Classic winners Swiss Skydiver
and Shedaresthedevil.

SUBMIT MARE
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| was there the day he made his debut, finishing a game In April of 2021, Willie let Rice know he had enough. She
second at 19-1 in a state-bred maiden special weight at refused to run him for a low claiming price and Zaro agreed, so
Aqueduct. The gutsy little bay impressed trainer Linda Rice the decision was made to retire him. Being a gelding, the best
enough for her to enter him in a stake next out and he proved option for the three-time stakes winner was finding a new home

as a show horse. | had recently
assisted Rice in placing a horse
named Mental Model (Into
Mischief) with a friend of mine,
who now successfully competes
him as an eventer. So the
conditioner turned to me to find a
home for the lovable Blindwillie
McTell. | always knew Willie was

. special. | also knew he would love
" to have his own person and
would give that individual his all
. inany discipline they tried
together. | wanted to make sure

worthy of her faith, splashing
home to a good-looking
graduation in the NYSS Great
White Way S. Willie opened his
3-year-old season in similar
fashion, taking the Rego Park S.
in his next outing, much to the
delight of his exuberant
owner/breeder Jerry Zaro. He
took the Mike Lee S. two starts
later and, once again, | stood in
the winner's circle with Willie
and his proud connections.
Willie's talent on the

racetrack made him a fun j T : et : 1 Willie found a person who would
horse to be around throughout Blindwillie McTell | Coglianese recognize how special he was and
his career, as did his winning personality. A very friendly and would give him the best chance to thrive in his new career. So, |
happy horse, he always tried his heart out and did so with plenty  turned to one of my best friends, Caroline Letts, a hunter and

of enthusiasm, making him a barn favorite during his four jumper trainer based in Colts Neck, New Jersey, who had plenty
seasons in the Rice barn and a personal favorite of mine. of experience with off-track Thoroughbreds.
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ROCK HURLEY
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Marine MOUSSA
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www.argana.com


http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://bit.ly/3CMmwpm




TDN HEADLINE NEWS « PAGE 9 OF 11 « THETDN.COM

SUNDAY « JANUARY 15, 2023

Blindwillie McTell competing at a
jumper show | Naimark Photography

Letts was quick to say yes and we brought Willie to her facility
in May of 2021. Under her guidance, my favorite little
racehorse-that-could blossomed into a talented hunter and
jumper. Her 16-year-old working student successfully competed
him in Thoroughbred classes at a recognized horse show that
September.

Since then he has taught lessons to kids as young as 12 and
competed successfully in a variety of horse shows in both the
hunter and jumper divisions. He even helped me achieve one of
my dreams of climbing aboard one of the racehorses | had the
privilege to follow or work with during my career. He is still as
much of a perfectionist and overachiever in his new career as he
was on the racetrack.

Willie continues to gain fans everywhere he goes. He is a barn
favorite at MCL Equestrian and has a leaser, who adores him.
His fans from his racing days, those that love New York racing
and fans of Bob Dylan, for whom Blindwillie McTell was named,
still follow him diligently. As expected, my old friend Willie is still
a winner in everything he does and I'm just thrilled to still be a
part of it.

Share this story ﬂ]

Listen to this week's podcast
January 12, 2023
NTRA'S Tom Rooney Talks HISA,
Family's Involvement in Racing, and More

@e

SUREFIRE
RUNNERS

2 STAKES WINNERS, 3 STAKES HORSES

already in 2023

DN® 5
OOMm

TAP DANGE FEVER

became her sire's newest stakes winner with a gritty win
in Saturday's Wayward Lass $. at Tampa Bay Downs.

Owners: J.P.G. 2 LLC, Mr Pug LLC,

Winning Stables Inc., and Mary K. Themas
Breeder: Joha R. Penn
Trainer.  Gerald S. Bennett

~ #3 SIRE OF WINNERS in 2022

(D
m, Contact Stuart Fitzgibton, (859) 254-0424

» watch race
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SOLERA FARM TO HOLD OPEN HOUSE

Solera Farm in Williston, Florida will hold an open house on
Sunday, Jan. 22 from noon to 3 p.m. (EST). Veteran sire
Greatness (Mr. Prospector) and the Into Mischief son Rogueish
(Into Mischief) will both stand for a stud fee of $2,500 for live
foal. All mares pregnant to Rogueish offered during OBS January
will sell with a complimentary, no guarantee 2023 season to
Rogueish, which may be used on any mare of their choice. The
only son of Into Mischief standing in Florida, this sire has 11
yearlings catalogued at the upcoming OBS sale. For more
information contact Dr. Krista Seltzer at (352) 949-1194 or via
email at solerafarm@gmail.com.

Share this story ﬂ]
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ALL TDN ADS FOR INDUSTRY CHARITIES
ARE FREE AND ALWAYS WILL BE.

RAMSEY ZIMMERMAN RETURNS TO THE SADDLE

} = a
Randy Zimmerman | Coady Photography

Edited Press Release

Jockey Ramsey Zimmerman recorded his first victory in over
five years on Friday when he guided Enchanted Nile (Pioneerof
the Nile) to a front-running nose victory in the third race at
Oaklawn Park.

A Chicago-area native, Zimmerman amassed 1,740 victories
and owns riding titles at Prairie Meadows and Lone Star Park,
but it was substance abuse that derailed his once-promising
career several times since he began riding in 1998.

“All that’s behind me,” Zimmerman said. “I’'m actually really
proud of having six years clean and sober.”

Managing a Thoroughbred farm and working as a driver for a
horse-drawn carriage company in St. Louis were a couple of the
jobs he did when he wasn't riding. Zimmerman recently reunited
with agent Scott Hare of Hot Springs and he said he plans to ride
the remainder of the Oaklawn meeting which ends May 6.

Share this story ﬂ]

THE TRUSTED EXPERT:

FOR'QUALTFEY - .
KENTUCKY REAL ESTATE
SINCE 1994

Tom Biederman
biedermanrealestate.com

Call 859.277.2030
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