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Beautiful Gift | Benoit

IN TDN EUROPE TODAY
YULONG LOOKING FOR LUCK IN THE

GUINEAS
Kelsey Riley checks in with Yulong’s European Racing and

Bloodstock Manager Michael Donohoe on Group 1 winner

Lucky Vega (Ire) (Lope de Vega {Ire}).  Click or tap here to go

straight to TDN Europe.

BEAUTIFUL GIFT GETS UP
IN LAST JUMP OF

SANTA YSABEL

   She had to be worked on early in Sunday's GIII Santa Ysabel S.

at Santa Anita and seemed an unlikely winner as late as the

eighth pole, but Baoma Corporation's Beautiful Gift (Medaglia

d'Oro) produced a strong rally in deep stretch to nail Moraz

(Empire Maker) in the last jump while making her first start

since October.

   A debut third behind re-opposing GSW barnmate Kalypso

(Brody's Cause) going 5 1/2 furlongs Sept. 5 at Del Mar, the

homebred stretched out to a local mile Oct. 23 and surged in the

closing strides to get up by a half-length as the odds-on chalk.

   Off as the 3-1 third choice in this four-horse group as Kalypso

was knocked down to 3-5, the bay was away without issue and

found a good spot in a pocketed third as the chalk dictated

terms by a measured length through a modest :23.95 quarter.

Stalking Moraz turned up the heat just a touch past a :48.13 half

and those two appeared to leave Beautiful Gift behind as she

was pushed along by John Velazquez at the top of the far turn.

   Moraz pulled even with Kalypso three furlongs from home and

started to do the better work soon after, kicking clear into the

final furlong.

Cont. p3

O'NEILL FINED, SUSPENDED FOR LIDOCAINE

POSITIVE
   Trainer Doug O=Neill has been fined $7,500 and handed a

10-day suspension, starting Monday, Mar. 8, for a positive

Lidocaine finding in a past-race sample from last October, as

first reported in the Los Angeles Times.

  According to the Times, O=Neill negotiated a settlement

agreement with the California Horse Racing Board (CHRB)

requiring him to serve only 10 days of a 30-day suspension, on

the proviso he doesn=t incur any further medication violations

for a year. 

   The positive concerned Howbeit (Secret Circle), second at

Santa Anita Oct. 9, who was found to have a metabolite of

Lidocaine, an anesthetic, in his post-race sample. Cont. p4

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/
https://coolmore.com/farms/america/stallions/echo-town/videos/25965
https://www.darbydan.com/horse/klimt/
http://www.chrb.ca.gov/CHRBDocuments/Board/complaints/Complaint_20SA0243-Oneil-doug.pdf
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/medaglia-doro
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/medaglia-doro
https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/brodyscause


Monday, March 8, 2021

WEEK IN REVIEW: ROSARIO A MASTER OF TIMING 5
In his Week in Review column, T.D. Thornton appreciates
Joel Rosario, who captured Saturday's GI Santa Anita H. and
has become known in racing for his impeccable timing as
a jockey.

SPORTS BUSINESS FURLONG: MICHAEL BEHRENS 8
In the latest edition of his Sports Business Furlong column,
Carter Carnegie talks to MyRacehorse's Michael Behrens
about the fast development of the microshare venture.
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2020 champion sprinter Whitmore (Pleasantly Perfect) tours his kingdom Sunday at

Oaklawn. The popular 8-year-old is a seven-time stakes winner over the Hot Springs

oval. | Coady
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Beautiful Gift | Benoit

Beautiful Gift Wins Santa Ysabel cont. from p1

   Beautiful Gift began to uncoil her best stride right about then,

however, and had just enough racetrack to charge alongside the

leader and get her head down first on the wire. Kalypso was

third. The win gave Beautiful Gift 50 qualifying points toward

the GI Kentucky Oaks.

   AI didn=t think Johnny was going to get there and all of a

sudden she kicked in, and she's really good,@ said winning trainer

Bob Baffert. AWe gave her some time. She got really light on us.

The further the better for her. I didn=t think she got there until I

saw the super slow-mo, but I=m just happy that they ran well. It=s

nice to get these fillies, it=s all I have for the Oaks, so it=s fun.@

Sunday, Santa Anita

SANTA YSABEL S.-GIII, $98,000, Santa Anita, 3-7, 3yo, f, 

1 1/16m, 1:44.83, ft.

1--BEAUTIFUL GIFT, 120, f, 3, by Medaglia d'Oro

1st Dam: Sea Gift, by A.P. Indy

2nd Dam: Ocean Queen, by Zilzal

3rd Dam: River Jig, by Irish River (Fr)

   1ST BLACK-TYPE WIN, 1ST GRADED STAKES WIN. O/B-Baoma

   Corp (KY); T-Bob Baffert; J-John R. Velazquez. $60,000.

   Lifetime Record: 3-2-0-1, $99,600. *1/2 to Chitu (Henny

   Hughes), GSW & GISP, $597,800. Werk Nick Rating: A. 

   Click for the eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree.

2--Moraz, 120, f, 3, Empire Maker--Malvinia, by A.P. Indy.

   O/B-Don Alberto Corporation (KY); T-Michael W. McCarthy.

   $20,000. 

Cont. p4

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://selectedyearlings.fasigtipton.com/?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=HPV&utm_campaign=FTNAUG&utm_content=Closing#ny-bred-sale
https://secure6.werkhorse.com/enicks/displayTDN.asp?beautiful_gift
http://www.registerKBIF.com
http://www.eisamanequine.com/
http://www.eisamanequine.com/
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/medaglia-doro
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3--Kalypso, 120, f, 3, Brody's Cause--Malibu Cove, by Malibu

   Moon. ($240,000 Ylg '19 FTKJUL). O-David A. Bernsen, LLC,

   Gainesway Stable (Antony Beck), Rockingham Ranch & Chad

   Littlefield; B-Spendthrift Farm LLC (KY); T-Bob Baffert. $12,000.

Margins: HD, 2 3/4, 23. Odds: 3.00, 2.20, 0.70.

Also Ran: Heels Up. Scratched: A Real Hero. Click for the

Equibase.com chart, the TJCIS.com PPs or the free

Equineline.com catalogue-style pedigree. VIDEO, sponsored by

Fasig-Tipton. 

Pedigree Notes:

   With the victory, Beautiful Gift becomes the 150th stakes

winner and 78th graded stakes winner for 22-year-old super-sire

Medaglia d'Oro. She is the second black-type performer out of

Sea Gift, who won her only career start as a 3-year-old in

England, following Chitu, who captured the 2014 GIII Sunland

Derby before running third, beaten less than a length by Shared

Belief (Candy Ride {Arg}), in that year's GI Malibu S. Second dam

Ocean Queen is a GSW half-sister to MGSW Dance Parade (Gone

West), who in turn produced MG1SW marathoner Leading Light

(Ire) (Montjeu {Ire}). A $450,000 RNA at Keeneland November in

2014, Sea Gift has a juvenile Arrogate colt named Mwari and

was bred to Justify last spring.

O'Neill Fined, Suspended cont. from p1

   On Twitter Sunday, O=Neill acknowledged the fine and

suspension, writing, AI take 100% responsibility for the miniscule

(parts per trillion) amount of Lidocaine detected in one of my

horses post-race. As the trainer of the horse, the buck stops with

me.

   ALidocaine is prevalent in numerous over-the-counter

medications used to relieve pain and itching caused by minor

sun burns or other burns, insect bites and the like. Lidocaine is

an ingredient in human creams.

   AI know with certainty that I have never administered

Lidocaine to any of my horses, ever, and that this has to be an

environmental contamination. The amount involved would not

affect a horse=s performance.@
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A new, integrated format featuring an enhanced all digital 
catalog with the option to sell horses on-site in the Keeneland 

sales ring or from their off-site location
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Joel Rosario and Idol winning the Big 'Cap | Benoit

WHETHER RIDING THE BIG 'CAP OR THE

NIGHTCAP, ROSARIO IS A MASTER OF

TIMING

The Week in Review, by T.D. Thornton

   Generally speaking, when your horse is parked near last for

most of the trip, fanned six wide on the far turn, fifth with a

furlong to go, and still third 100 yards from the wire, your

chances of winning are slim.

   Unless Joel Rosario is riding, of course.

   That was the exact scenario facing Idol (Curlin) in deep stretch

of Saturday=s GI Santa Anita H. at Santa Anita Park. Yet

AJudicious Joel,@ who at age 36 is without fanfare blossoming

into the absolute master of timing in modern American racing,

was once again confidently capable of snatching victory from the

jaws of defeat. 

   If and when in-race wagering arrives on a large scale here in

the States, discerning bettors are going to make a killing taking

vastly overlaid odds on the late runners that Rosario rides,

knowing that if the horse has it in him to close a seemingly

insurmountable gap, Rosario is going to elicit that effort in the

most efficient way possible.

   Yes, the ABig >Cap@ has lost some of its luster over the last

several decades because of the glut of global big-money races

now scheduled during the first quarter of the year.

   In 1996, the Aworld=s richest race@ lure of the G1 Dubai World

Cup first made a dent in the stature of North America=s premier

dirt race for older horses.

   Then the 2017 advent of the GI Pegasus World Cup at

Gulfstream Park coincided with The Stronach Group=s trimming

of the Big Cap=s purse at sister track Santa Anita from its $1-

million level and the selling of the race=s sponsorship rights to a

casino. Cont. p6

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://bit.ly/2oQxIKI
http://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
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Joel Rosario with Graham Motion | Sarah Andrew

   The arrival of the $20-million Saudi Cup in 2020 further

crowded the international calendar at the Big >Cap=s expense.

The 2021 edition run 10 days ago siphoned away America=s top

two older dirt males, Knicks Go (Paynter) and Charlatan

(Speightstown), the latter of whom is stabled right at Santa

Anita but instead shipped hallway around the planet to run for

absurdly more purse money.

   Yet even diminished, the Big >Cap still resonates at a certain

level of importance. Just ask an emotional Richard Baltas, Idol=s

trainer, who had to compose himself before saying in the

winner=s circle interview that AI=ve been coming here since I was

13 years old. Before I even got to be a horse trainer, I saw all the

greats run here in the Big >Cap and you never think that you=re

going to be here, but you keep working hard and God blessed

you.@

   Idol ended up winning the Big >Cap by a well-timed half a

length, which is a comparatively wide margin of victory for

Rosario in Santa Anita=s showcase race, which he has now won

three years in a row. 

   In 2020, Rosario was aboard Combatant (Scat Daddy), who

won the Big >Cap by a neck with a stalking trip and a four-wide

sweep off the turn.

   In 2019, partnering with Gift Box (Twirling Candy), Rosario

forced the issue on the front end, then held off a late charge by

the 2-5 favorite to prevail by a nose.

   The Big >Cap victory Saturday boosted Rosario=s wins in graded

stakes races in 2021 to nine. You=d have to add together the

totals of his next two closest rivals (Irad Ortiz Jr. and Luis Saez,

who have five each) to top that fast start through the first 11

weeks of the year. 

   When Rosario doesn=t win a graded stakes, he=s infrequently

far off the hunt.

Cont. p7

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/430762664;233107129;b
https://lanesend.com/twirlingcandy
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Joel Rosario | Breeders' Cup/Eclipse Sportswire

   He=s hit the board with nine other graded stakes mounts,

which puts him at an ultra-impressive nation-leading 18-for-24

(75%) in-the-money clip among jockeys with at least 10 graded

stakes starts.

   Overall, those nine graded stakes wins account for 28% of all

of Rosario=s 32 victories this season so far.

   AI knew [Idol] wanted all of a mile and a quarter, and the

jockey made a bit of a difference too,@ Baltas said. AWe needed

all of Rosario=s power in the stretch to get him home.@

   But while Baltas emphasized Rosario=s strength, that=s only

part of his skill set. Even more remarkable is how Rosario

meshes that power with patience.

   He=s also one of the most selective riders in the game about

employing his stick. Although no one keeps statistics on this sort

of thing, I=d be willing to wager that Rosario leads the nation in

cocking his crop, looking back quickly to get a sense of where his

stretch competition is, then putting the whip away after making

a split-second decision that it=s not needed.

   Barely a half-hour after his emphatic win aboard Idol, Rosario

gave another prime example of how to eke out a victory in

disciplined fashion.

   Riding the layoff maiden Defunded (Dialed In), Rosario sat

chilly while eighth in a 12-horse field, biding his time atop a

second-time starter who had been fractious as the beaten

favorite under another jockey in his only other start. 

   Nudged to pick up the pace around the far turn, Defunded

quickly inhaled half the field and had built enough steam to

launch into contention at the top of the stretch. But he bumped

and brushed repeatedly while bulling through traffic, and

Rosario had to snatch his mount off the heels of a tiring foe, a

move that might have been a momentum-staller for other

riders.

Cont. p8

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.fasigtipton.com/?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=HPV&utm_campaign=FTKOCTSaleDate&utm_content=Helium
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Michael Behrens | Coady

Authentic wrapped up Horse of the Year honors in the Breeders' Cup 

Breeders' Cup|Eclipse Sportswire

   Yet Rosario deftly kept his mount focused and barreling

forward under a hand ride without overreacting and resorting to

the whip. The pair coasted home to a measured half-length win

at 8-1 odds, underscoring that whether it=s the Big >Cap or just

an ordinary nightcap, AJudicious Joel@ is truly on a roll.

THE SPORTS BUSINESS FURLONG: MICHAEL

BEHRENS, FOUNDER AND CEO OF

MYRACEHORSE
by Carter Carnegie

   Michael Behrens is synonymous with innovation in the racing

industry, having brought the concept of microshares into

everyday conversation. His MyRacehorse struck gold early--and

almost immediately--when Authentic (Into Mischief) won the

2020 GI Kentucky Derby and GI Breeders' Cup Classic en route to

Horse of the Year honors just months after buying in. Carter

Carnegie recently had a conversation with Behrens, who remains

in the news with other high-profile investments, including a

recently announced partnership in two-time champion

Monomoy Girl (Tapizar). 

CC: Please share your favorite racing memories.

MB: That one is easy. It was the first Saturday in September

2020, and it was when Authentic turned back Tiz the Law

[Constitution] and won the Kentucky Derby. For me personally,

as an entrepreneur, it was a combination of years of getting this

idea off the ground and getting the business going and the hard

work of a lot of people to help me get it to that point. Two, it

was the first time ever you had over 5,000 people that had the

same vested interest. And third, it was in partnership with Mr.

[B. Wayne] Hughes, who has been such a tremendous partner

on this journey. So, there's definitely nothing close to it. That's

been the pinnacle for me in racing.

CC: Can you share a brief history of your professional career?

MB: It's not in racing. Racing has been my joy and my place of

decompression and to let loose after a tough week at the office,

but the reality is I spend most of my time in e-commerce, ad

tech, and marketing. 

CC: What was your motivation to explore microshares?

MB: As a marketer, my obsession was how brands are built and

how categories are created. As a fan of racing, I had been

searching for the reasons that were holding racing back from a

prominent place in the sports entertainment landscape in

America, and came to the conclusion that the sport was very

difficult for people to try to experience. [I thought] the best

possible way to do that was to experience it through the lens of

ownership. This is a sport that has really struggled with

attracting new fans and educating fans how to experience the

sport. Microshares became what I believe to be the perfect

product to meet that need.

CC: What similarities do you see between what Casper

Mattress did to the mattress industry during your time as chief

marketing officer and what you are doing with MyRacehorse in

the Thoroughbred industry?

Cont. p9

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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Fans and owners alike enjoy the racetrack experience | MyRacehorse

MB: You wouldn't think there's a lot of similarities, but there's a

common trait as both industries were stale and lacked the desire

to promote innovation. Prior to Casper, the mattress industry

provided a terrible buying experience. [Casper] proved to be

ridiculously disruptive to the mattress industry because it

offered the consumer a better product and a better experience.

   The same thing is true in racing. It's been done the same way

for decades, and people have either not thought of or had the

wherewithal to bring a lot of disruptions to its business model.

My obsession is to understand the consumer, what their wants

are, what the desires are, where they find frustrations in each

industry. In the case of racing, it was unlocking a way to make a

fan participatory without just focusing on betting. 

CC: What are some of the key results that you believe have

benefited the Thoroughbred industry through microshare

participation?

   

MB: A lot of people will think the obvious: that MyRacehorse in

a very short period of time has come in and bought a lot of

bloodstock. As a new player, the amount of bloodstock we have

been able to purchase benefits a lot of people whose livelihood

relies on raising, training, or caring for Thoroughbreds, but I

think that's just a small fraction of the influence that

MyRacehorse and the community that we have develop has

had. These fans are bringing in new fans. These new fans are

spending time in racing content, on racing media websites, and

hopefully--after COVID--returning to the track. They are also

very active wagering as our horses' odds definitely indicate

compared to the morning line. Therefore, more than our

bloodstock acquisitions, I think what's 

exponentially bigger is the amount of people that we've

re-energized or newly captured and brought them into the

entire ecosystem.

CC: With such a large community, how do you manage/balance

the natural restrictions of providing real-world experiences

while keeping the microowners engaged and participatory in

their investment?

MB: Like most brands, it is being able to give a rewarding digital

experience by providing unique content and experiences within

the digital platform. And then balancing that with being

opportunistic and how you can have the physical experiences

we've been able to deliver. Prior to the pandemic, outside of a

few big days, the racetracks have a lot of capacity. We don't

have to shy away from the fact that racing is widely enjoyed and

really appreciated when you're in the physical environments of

the game. Some racetracks have really embraced this concept,

Santa Anita specifically, who has been a big supporter of ours

early on and did a lot to get our fans to come out and enjoy

racing. I expect that's going to be a huge part of 2021 and

beyond as we're seeing a lot of demand to attend the racetrack.

But the digital side supports the largest percent of our owners

and we have great online communities which are very vibrant as

well.

CC: Do you think MyRacehorse is a powerful marketing

platform for the sport?

MB: It's becoming a very significant channel. Our customers are

becoming brand ambassadors that are sharing their visits to

their horses, the race results they've had, and their connection

with the other stakeholders. Our community is very active in

sharing that kind of content in their own personal networks. I

think that's how categories like racing can achieve scales. When

you think about the size of our community and how

socially-centric they are and how socially active they are, the

fact that with their good experiences, they're going back out and

they're sharing that. The numbers are pretty tremendous in

terms of how much scale you get by just the network effect of

the racehorse owners that we've created.

CC: What can stakeholders do to help in your efforts?

MB: I think that there have been those that have been more

helpful than others. And I get it. It's new. It's not defined.

There's not a lot of precedent for it. But the reality is that if you

take a step back as any stakeholder in industry and realize that

there's just a lot of passionate, excited people that are now

involved in racing, what we need to do is enrich and cultivate

that collectively. We need to harness it.

Cont. p10

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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Hughes and Behrens in the winner's circle 

Breeders' Cup/Eclipse Sportswire

Monomoy Girl won her 2021 debut in the MyRacehorse silks | Coady

   I think the fact that whatever we can do to allow these people

to experience everything that racing has to offer. Right now, I

think we're approaching a situation where with the pandemic

restrictions hopefully lifting in the next three to four months,

we're going to really turn to the tracks and we're going to look

for their support as we want to be able to bring out this

community and be able to enjoy the races live and with friends

and with family, and have them bring new people out to the

races. 

CC: Do you see your category having an impact on wagering?

MB: Absolutely. You can see it in each race that we have, how

much money are into the pools, how disproportionately our

horses are relative to the morning-line odds. I think over time,

we'll do a lot more work on being able to measure this. But the

reality is that when you get connected to the sport, there is a

direct correlation to your participation in pari-mutuel. We'll see

it more and more and it won't even be so directly correlated to

the horses that we have racing, but just the size of the

community that is now better educated, and that education is

going to manifest itself in much more significant handle because

they have become more confident with the product.

CC: Can you address how significantly the support of B. Wayne

Hughes has impacted your success?

MB: I'm not sure I can totally put it into words. It's been

something that I couldn't even have imagined that I'd have a

partner with this type of support, this type of commitment, this

type of passion for seeing something be done differently and be

able to catalyze real change. There's just innovation. There's

creativity. As a business partner, there's a lot of accountability,

but the reality is that his commitment and passion and love of

the sport has been a benefit to us. We wouldn't have the

success that we've had in such a short period of time without his

support. 

CC: You just announced Monomoy Girl on your platform. Why

are purchases of shares limited and what is your goal with this

offering?

MB: We want people to be able to experience every part of this

game. One part of this game is competing at the highest level. I

think there's not much of a higher level than Monomoy Girl. She

is the definition of a champion. We want as many people to

participate and go on this journey as possible. The financials, as

people will see, are very, very attractive. They're very

shareholder-friendly. This is not about having a few people

come in and take up a lion's share of it. We want as many

people as possible to experience this. So, there'll be very

aggressive limits on how much one person can participate. 

CC: What is more important, financial success or a positive

experience for your investor?

MB: It's both. I don't think you're in a positive experience if

you're basically not having financial success, but no one does

this because they're selling their 401(k) and deciding this is

going to be the wave of their future investment. So, at the end

of the day, we live in a world in which we have to be fiscally

responsible. We have to make sure we get people into horses

that provide them a great experience. We have to then take that

experience and we have to deliver great content and digital and

physical experiences that matched the joys and the thrills of

what it is to own a racehorse, but we also want to be good

stewards of other investments. Cont. p11
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Michael Behrens | Coady

CC: Can you share some of the other plans you have for

MyRacehorse in 2021?

MB: Our focus now is really going to be to continue to scale. One

of the challenges the business has faced in the last couple of

months is to keep up with the amount of demand that we've

had by new people coming in. People who've had a good

experience are telling friends. We're super happy they're signed

up. They're downloading the app. They're registering for

investments. We've actually only had horses on the website for

a handful of days in the last couple of months, just because the

overwhelming demand. So, what we focus on aggressively is

building out infrastructure and we are committed to making

sure that we have more inventory to meet the demand. We are

also going to go explore expansion in international markets. The

two international markets that we are focused on right now are

Australia, which will be launching in the next month or so, and

then we'll be going into the UK and Ireland shortly thereafter.

CC: What does success look like?

MB: According to a survey that I saw a few years back, there's

over nine million people that have a curiosity of horse racing.

There's no doubt that we've been losing market share overall to

other sports. Success will be when we basically start seeing

tremendous growth overall in the industry. Obviously, we want

to build a good business and we want to be able to build a big

base of customers. But overall, I think the ultimate success is

going to be that we bring a real growth trajectory back to racing.

CC: What are the unique traits in horse racing that need to be

exploited by stakeholders to deliver a greater interest from

owners and race fans?

MB: I think racing has a very unique combination of the ability

to have competition at the highest level centered around this

majestic animal and the equine athlete and the Thoroughbred

and the gaming components. The intersection of those makes it

very, very compelling when you think about what you're

competing against in terms of mind share for consumer

attention. We have to continue to be able to embrace the fact

that it's the intersection that's so important. It's not one or the

other. It's not just about the experiential component, which is

great. It's not just about the gaming component and it's not just

about the athlete and the sport. It really is about bringing it all

together. Overall, we need to do a better job of making it

available. We've got to make it easy to participate in all those

things. We have to make it more digestible. It seems to focus on

the audiences that are already known. When you expand and

you bring them into a world that maybe isn't the easiest to

understand, you've got to change. I think that's really what we

have to do is get to understand what makes us unique and

different. We have to accept the fact that maybe it's not simple

and that's okay, but we just got to be able to change the way

that we engage and change the way we message and share it,

change the way we market to be able to get that message out

there. Because once the message is appreciated, once the sport

is really understood, it's beautiful and it's going to capture a lot

of people.

CC: What's the best professional advice you've received as a

marketer?

MB: I think the best thing is to ask why, an intellectual curiosity,

the ability to question everything. It's really what I wake up

every single day and I challenge: why did we do what we did

yesterday? Was that the best possible result we could achieve?

How could we have done it better? Why did this cause

frustration? Why can't we do it differently? Why can't we

emulate another role model from a brand or a category that we

like? I'm sure my staff will attest to the fact that it can get tiring

if you're questioning everything, but that's the best way to be a

marketer, to have this pursuit of always doing better. You

question why can't we do it better. 

CC: Is there a business mistake that you try to avoid at all

costs?

MB: I think one of the biggest mistakes is being afraid to fail.

Early in my career, I was and I think a lot of people are. But the

reality is that experimentation, testing, and learning is part of

the natural evolution of any business of any category and you've

got to embrace it. Cont. p12
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   You've always got to celebrate failure. I think when you really

do create a culture, be it in your professional career, be it in

your business, be it in the industry, that you embrace trial, you

embrace experimentation, you embrace failure, you learn from

it, you enjoy it. It's something that Mr. Hughes is as adamant

[about] as I am. It's very liberating to have a culture, to have a

business philosophy that embraces failure, celebrates failure. If

you're not failing, then you're really not trying.

Carter Carnegie is president of Metrical Consulting and has over

30 years of experience as a sports business professional both in

racing and working with sports leagues/events such as the NBA,

NFL, and Olympics. Metrical offers marketing solutions and

business strategics to brands as well as sports properties.

                                                               
  

DID YOU KNOW?
Undefeated MGSW Life is Good (Into Mischief)

was tabbed as a “TDN Rising Star”

Visit the TDN Rising Stars section on our website!
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https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/the-sports-business-furlong-michael-behrens-founder-and-ceo-of-myracehorse/
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https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/into-mischief


Espresso Shot | Chelsea Durand

IN ORDER OF PURSE:

BIOGIO'S ROSE S., $97,000, Aqueduct, 3-7, (S), 4yo/up, f/m, 1m,

1:39.10, ft.

1--ESPRESSO SHOT, 122, m, 5, Mission Impazible--Glory Gold,

   by Medaglia d'Oro. ($22,000 Ylg '17 KEEJAN; $69,000 Ylg '17

   SARAUG). O-NY Final Furlong Racing Stable, Maspeth Stables &

   Parkland Thoroughbreds; B-Twin Creeks Farm (NY); T-Jorge R.

   Abreu; J-Eric Cancel. $55,000. Lifetime Record: 19-5-3-2,

   $469,105.

2--Love and Love, 118, m, 5, Goldencents--Fly the Colors, by

   Giant's Causeway. ($27,000 Wlg '16 KEENOV; $12,000 Ylg '17

   FTKOCT). O-Ruggeri Stable; B-Carl Bennett (NY); T-Michael

   Miceli. $20,000. 

3--Critical Value, 122, f, 4, Bodemeister--See the Forest, by

   Forestry. O-Ten Strike Racing; B-Marshall K Gramm & Clay

   Sanders (NY); T-Jeremiah C. Englehart. $12,000. 

Margins: 2, 11, 3 1/4. Odds: 1.60, 5.10, 5.40.

Also Ran: Firenze Freedom, Wasp. Scratched: Lucky Move.

   Already a stakes winner at two, three and four--all at

Aqueduct--Espresso Shot earned her first black-type win of the

year Sunday. Away in good order, the bay pressed Love and

Love from the two path through splits of :24.28 and :47.94.

Rider Eric Cancel on Espresso Shot was the first to draw his crop,

and Love and Love looked unlikely to back down, but Espresso

Shot kept on coming and wore down her rival in the final

sixteenth. 

   AWe almost retired her last year, but she showed some

renewed form in the Iroquois [when fifth at Belmont Oct. 24],@

revealed Final Furlong managing partner Dan Zanatta. AWe think

anything from 6 1/2 furlongs to a mile is ideal for her. Once we

figured her out and saw she was running back to form, we

decided to campaign her as a 5-year-old. She was booked to

Authentic, but she earned herself a 5-year-old campaign.@

   After the Iroquois, Espresso Shot took a New York Stallion

Series event over seven panels Nov. 22, and was most recently

third in the La Verdad S. going the same distance in the local

slop Jan. 3. 

   AWe=re thinking the Critical Eye [S. at Belmont May 31] as a

future target,@ Zanatta said. AShe=s been nominated as New

York-bred Horse of the Year the past three years. She=s never

won that honor, so we=re hoping that this year we can bring

home a trophy.@

   Final Furlong purchased the winner's dam for $13,000 at

KEENOV '18 while she was carrying a Firing Line filly, now named

Venti Valentine. After failing to get in foal when bred back to

Freud for 2020, Glory Gold produced an Omaha Beach filly 

Feb. 11. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored

by Fasig-Tipton. 

IN ORDER OF PURSE:

7th-Santa Anita, $84,600, Alw (C)/Opt. Clm ($100,000), 3-7,

4yo/up, 1mT, 1:35.03, fm, 2 1/4 lengths.

NORTH COUNTY GUY (g, 6, The Pamplemousse--Warmth, by

Unusual Heat) had done most of his best running over longer

distances and was winless in five prior attempts at a flat mile. He

took a nine-furlong optional claimer by daylight here Oct. 9, but

was far back in the GII Hollywood Turf Cup Nov. 27. The grey

bounced back to annex the $200,000 Unusual Heat Turf Classic

S. as part of the Golden State Series back over nine local panels

Jan. 16, and was 3-1 to continue winning ways. Cont. p2
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   Off alertly from the fence, North County Guy deferred to a foe

early and applied pressure along the rail. He challenged for

control midway along the home bend, opened up at the top of

the stretch and cruised away a wrapped-up 2 1/4-length winner.

Border Town (War Front), most recently third behind Saturday's

GI Frank E. Kilroe Mile S. winner Hit the Road (More Than

Ready) in the Feb. 6 GIII Thunder Road S., completed the exacta.

The winner is a half to Cordiality (Papa Clem), MSW & GSP,

$632,863, and a 2-year-old filly and yearling colt each by Smiling

Tiger. His dam most recently visited Misremembered. Lifetime

Record: SW, 29-7-7-5, $421,247. Click for the Equibase.com

chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton. 

O-Nancy Messineo & Bruce Sands; B-Edward C. Allred (CA);

T-Richard Baltas.

5th-Santa Anita, $75,340, Alw (NW1$X)/Opt. Clm ($100,000),

3-7, 3yo, f, 1mT, 1:36.50, fm, 2 3/4 lengths.

SENSIBLE CAT (f, 3, Bluegrass Cat--Sensible Girl, by Street

Sense) broke her maiden over the Del Mar lawn in her second

outing last November and ended her juvenile campaign with a

win in the Soviet Problem S. over the dirt at Los Alamitos Dec.

12. She was coming off a fifth-place effort over this turf and

distance in the Jan. 16 California Cup Oaks and was adding Lasix

for this start. The 9-2 shot was unhurried and settled well off the

pace of a runaway leader. She made rapid progress nearing the

stretch, struck the front with a four-wide move into the lane and

powered clear in the final furlong to win by 2 3/4 lengths. Go

Greta (GB) (Bated Breath {GB}) was second. Sensible Cat is a

half-sister to Shades of Victory (Thorn Song), SW, $190,130. Her

dam produced  a colt by Dialed In this year. Click for the

Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

Lifetime Record: SW, 5-3-0-0, $144,840.

O-Irvin Racing Stable; B-C-Punch Ranch Inc. (CA); T-Carla Gaines. 

3rd-Santa Anita, $63,500, Alw, 3-7, (NW1$X), 4yo/up, f/m, 

6 1/2fT, 1:14.93, fm, 1 3/4 lengths.

GIDGETTA (f, 4, Fast Anna--Gidget Girl, by Sky Mesa), a maiden

winner going this distance over the main track here last January,

went to the sidelines following a fifth-place effort in the 

GIII Santa Ysabel S. She resurfaced to finish fourth over the turf

at Del Mar Nov. 29 and was coming off a third-place effort over

the main Santa Anita track Jan. 10. The tepid 2-1 favorite settled

off the dueling leaders in a distant third, she inched closer

nearing the stretch and reeled in Rakassah (Ire) (Night of

Thunder {Ire}) in deep stretch before striding clear to win by 

1 3/4 lengths. Gidget Girl was bred to Fast Anna last year. Click

for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-

Tipton. Lifetime Record: 6-2-0-2, $90,140. 

O/B-Jungle Racing, LLC (KY); T-Richard Baltas. 

10th-Gulfstream, $50,600, Alw (NW1$X)/Opt. Clm ($25,000),

3-7, 4yo/up, 5fT, :57.43, gd, neck.

LONTANO (c, 4, Street Boss--Woodland Park, by Bernardini), a

$535,000 OBSAPR acquisition, was scooped up for just $50,000

at last Keeneland November coming off a runner-up finish in

Woodbine's King Corrie S. Sept. 12 for Mark Casse and

Stonestreet Stables. He began to pay back his new owners with

a state-bred optional claiming victory on Valentine's Day, and

started a streak here in open company. Well off the pace early,

the 14-5 shot seemed to have no chance in upper stretch, but

zoomed home down the center to narrowly out-finish Scotty

Brown (Big Brown) on the wire. The winner's second dam is

MGSW Forest Heiress (Forest Wildcat), a full-sister to Wildcat

Heir. Lontano has a 2-year-old half-sister by Uncaptured and a

yearling half-brother by Girvin. His dam most recently visited

Awesome Slew. Sales history: $535,000 2yo '19 OBSAPR;

$50,000 3yo '20 KEENOV. Click for Equibase.com chart. VIDEO,

sponsored by Fasig-Tipton. Lifetime Record: SP, 7-3-2-0, $109,408.

O-DARRS, Inc.; B-Ocala Stud (FL); T-Brendan P. Walsh.

2nd-Tampa Bay Downs, $25,625, Alw (NW1X)/Opt. Clm

($75,000), 3-7, 3yo, f, 1m 40y, 1:41.60, ft, 1 3/4 lengths.

HONORIFIQUE (f, 3, Honor Code--Doubled {SW, $159,455}, by

Exchange Rate), an overwhelming 2-5 favorite having most

recently finished a close second in Gulfstream's Cash Run S. 

Jan. 1, came through for her backers here while in receipt of

first-time Lasix. Hugging the fence while tucked just behind the

speed in a compact field, the grey was given her cue heading for

home and was pushed along to sneak inside of pacesetter

Striking Chrome (California Chrome). That runner continued on

to keep Honorifique honest in the lane, but the chalk had a bit

more to give and struck the wire 1 3/4 lengths to the good.

Second in her Ellis debut last August, Honorifique failed to fire

when seventh as the favorite behind subsequent GSW Travel

Column (Frosted) on the GI Kentucky Oaks undercard Sept. 4.

She bounced back to be third, beaten a half-length going two

turns at Keeneland Oct. 3, and broke through by daylight over a

one-turn mile back under the Twin Spires Nov. 14. The quality of

her effort in the Cash Run was more or less confirmed when

winner Gulf Coast (Union Rags) returned to be second in

Aqueduct's Ruthless S. and third-place finisher Adios Trippi

(Adios Charlie) dead-heated for the win in the local Gasparilla S.

Honorique's dam is a half to GSW and 'TDN Rising Star'

Dancinginherdreams (Tapit). She has a yearling colt by Flatter

and foaled a Catholic Boy colt this term. Sales history: $110,000

Ylg '19 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: SP, 6-2-2-1, $95,448. Click for

the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton. 

O-Green Lantern Stables; B-Nancy Shuford (KY); T-E Kenneally. 
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Noble Reflection | Coady Photography

IN ORDER OF PURSE:

6th-Oaklawn, $86,000, (S), Msw, 3-7, 3yo/up, 6f, 1:10.89, ft, 

2 1/2 lengths.

BLAME J D (g, 3, Blame--Tipping Point, by Speightstown) tired

to third after setting the pace in his track-and-trip debut Jan. 24.

The 8-5 favorite set the pace while under a snug hold through a

quarter in :22.17. Let loose on the turn, the bay pulled away and

bested Topf Road Rules (Laurie's Rocket) by 2 1/2 lengths.

Tipping point produced a colt by Mendelssohn last year and was

bred back to Practical Joke. Click for the Equibase.com chart or

VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton. Lifetime Record: 2-1-0-1,

$59,800. 

O/B-James W. Matheney (AR); T-Aidan Green. 

3rd-Aqueduct, $77,600, Msw, 3-7, 3yo, 1 1/8m, 1:55.21, ft, 

5 1/4 lengths.

DYNAMIC ONE (c, 3, Union Rags--Beat the Drums, by Smart

Strike) didn't show much as the favorite when unveiled over

seven local panels Nov. 14, but he woke up markedly with

blinkers and two turns to finish second to top GI Kentucky Derby

prospect Greatest Honour (Tapit) at Gulfstream Dec. 26. He was

fourth at even money after making a middle move Jan. 23, and

was off at the same price here after making the trip back to New

York. Taking up an outside stalking spot in second among a field

of five, the chestnut took over after a slow six furlongs in

1:17.29 and steadily edged away in the lane to don cap and

gown by a decisive 5 1/4 lengths. Mutasallem (Union Rags)

completed an exacta for his sire. The winner is a grandson of

champion 2-year-old filly Storm Flag Flying (Storm Cat) and a

great grandson of five-time GISW My Flag (Easy Goer). His 

2-year-old half-brother by Honor Code was a $260,000 KEESEP

yearling and his dam foaled a Ghostzapper colt this season. Sales

history: $725,000 Ylg '19 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: 4-1-1-0,

$54,120. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored

by Fasig-Tipton. 

O-Repole Stable, Phipps Stable & St. Elias Stable; B-Phipps Stable

(KY); T-Todd A. Pletcher. 

8th-Aqueduct, $70,000, (S), Msw, 3-7, 3yo/up, 6f, 1:12.21, ft, 

2 lengths.

WINNERS LAUGH (c, 4, Broken Vow--Bridgehampton {SW &

GSP, $173,940}, by Bernardini), sent off at 3-1, rushed out to

set the early tempo through a quarter in :23.26 and a half in

:47.46. He shrugged off a pair of challenges at midstretch and

strolled home two lengths in front of Sinful Dancer (War

Dancer). Winners Laugh is a half-borther to Amundson (Curlin),

SW, $196,843. Bridgehampton produced a filly by Palace Malice

this year. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored

by Fasig-Tipton. Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0, $38,500. 

O-Barry K. Schwartz; B-Stonewall Farm (NY); T-Horacio DePaz. 

7th-Oaklawn, $63,000, Msw, 3-7, 3yo, 6f, 1:09.40, ft. 4 1/2 lengths.

NOBLE REFLECTION (g, 3, Liam's Map--Deal of the Decade, by

Tiznow) set the pace before settling for third behind subsequent

graded stakes winners Dr. Schivel (Violence) and Spielberg

(Union Rags) in his six-furlong debut at Del Mar last August, but

had not been seen since. Favored at 4-5 in this return, the gray

gelding sprinted out to the early lead and quickly opened a clear

advantage. Safely in front through fractions of :21.83 and :45.14,

he extended his lead down the stretch and sailed under the wire

much the best. Gaslight (Wicked Strong) was 4 1/2 lengths back

in second. Noble Reflection, a $60,000 KEESEP yearling, is a half-

brother to Pretty Fancy (Lemon Drop Kid), MSP, $226,330; and

to Cash Out (Street Cry {Ire}), MGSP, $344,461. Deal of the

Decade is a half-sister to Grade I winner Clear Mandate (Deputy

Minister), who produced Grade I winner Strong Mandate

(Tiznow). Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored

by Fasig-Tipton. Lifetime Record: 2-1-0-1, $44,400. 

O-Calvin Nguyen & Joey Tran; B-G. W Humphrey (KY); T-R Baltas.
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Bred by Torie Gladwell's Mystic Bloodstock, Chancheng Prince, 

a $150,000 OBSAPR graduate, won for the third time in 10 starts

Sunday, taking a Class 3 handicap over 1200 meters | HKJC photo

8th-Santa Anita, $62,500, (S), Msw, 3-7, 3yo, f, 6f, 1:11.06, ft, 

4 1/4 lengths.

PRAY FOR MY OWNER (f, 3, Temple City--Lanie Britt, by Hard

Spun) had not been seen since finishing third in her 

5 1/2-furlong debut at Del Mar Nov. 8. Sent off at 5-1 and

receiving Lasix for the first time in this second outing, the dark

bay filly was pressed on the lead through a quarter in :22.43 and

a half in :45.75. She inched clear in upper stretch and extended

her advantage in the final furlong to win by 4 1/4 lengths. Omg

It's Jessica (Smiling Tiger) was second. Lanie Britt, who sold for

$6,000 with the winner in utero at the 2018 Keeneland January

sale, produced a filly by Curlin to Mischief last year and was bred

back to Stay Thirsty. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO,

sponsored by Fasig-Tipton. Lifetime Record: 2-1-0-1, $43,440. 

O/B-Mark Cohen (CA); T-Mark Glatt. 

11th-Gulfstream, $45,000, Msw, 3-7, 3yo, f, 6f, 1:10.51, ft, 

1 3/4 lengths.

MISCHIEFFUL (f, 3, Into Mischief--Shanon Nicole {MSW & GSP,

$452,965}, by Majestic Warrior), bought back for $125,000 at

last year's OBS Spring sale after breezing a :9 3/5 bullet, made

her breeders look smart with a sharp graduation tally at second

asking. Runner-up on debut here Feb. 7 behind Saturday's Any

Limit S. fifth Boston Post Road (Quality Road), the bay was given

a 2-1 chance to go one better Sunday. Right to the lead this

time, the bay doled out splits of :22.55 and :45.83 before

holding off favored firster Goodnight Olive (Ghostzapper) by 

1 3/4 lengths at the line. The winner's dam, who excelled over a

route of ground on the dirt, was acquired for $220,000 at the

2015 FTKFEB sale before making two more unsuccessful starts.

Mischiefful is her second foal. A Quality Road filly brought

$235,000 last Keeneland September, and she produced an Uncle

Mo colt in 2020. Sales history: $125,000 RNA 2yo '20 OBSAPR.

Lifetime Record: 2-1-1-0, $35,000. Click for the Equibase.com

chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.  

O/B-Sierra Farm (KY); T-Ian R. Wilkes. 

IN HONG KONG:

Chancheng Prince, g, 4, Carpe Diem--Bliss, by Flashy Bull. Sha

   Tin, 3-7, Hcp. (C3) ($193k), 1200m, 1:09.47. B-Mystic

   Bloodstock (KY). *$150,000 2yo '19 OBSAPR. VIDEO

SECOND-CROP STARTERS TO WATCH: MONDAY, MARCH 8

2021 Stud Fees Listed 

Frosted (Tapit), Darley, $25,000

238 foals of racing age/22 winners/1 black-type winner

3-Mahoning Valley, Msw 6f, Frosted White Face, 20-1

$300,000 RNA KEE NOV wnl; $200,000 RNA KEE SEP yrl; $9,000

OBS APR 2yo
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 Not This Time (Giant's Causeway), Taylor Made Farm, $40,000

204 foals of racing age/34 winners/4 black-type winners

3-Mahoning Valley, Msw 6f, Aintgottaclue, 5-1

 

Outwork (Uncle Mo), WinStar Farm, $15,000

209 foals of racing age/22 winners/2 black-type winners

1-Delta Downs, Msw 6 1/2f, Cool Power, 9-2

$20,000 FTK OCT yrl

1-Delta Downs, Msw 6 1/2f, G Victory, 10-1

$27,000 KEE NOV wnl; $42,000 RNA KEE SEP yrl; $42,000 RNA

OBS APR 2yo; $20,000 OBS OPN 2yo

 

Uncle Vinny (Uncle Mo), Equistar Training and Breeding Center,

$2,500

14 foals of racing age/0 winners/0 black-type winners

3-Mahoning Valley, Msw 6f, Unclejackomo, 20-1

ALLOWANCE RESULTS:

9th-Oaklawn, $88,000, (S), 3-7, (NW1$X), 3yo/up, 6f, 1:10.50,

ft, 2 1/4 lengths.

BEBOP SHOES (g, 6, Prom Shoes--Dear Alicia {MSP, $149,552},

by In a Walk) Lifetime Record: 19-2-3-5, $194,098. O-Carson

McCord; B-Eugene & Linda Branum (AR); T-Renay Borel. 

6th-Aqueduct, $82,000, 3-7, (NW1$X), 3yo/up, 6f, 1:11.73, ft, 6

lengths.

FOOLISH GHOST (g, 6, Mineshaft--Roaring Ghost, by Roaring

Fever) Lifetime Record: 30-7-6-4, $333,802. O-Ken Russell &

Richard Newman Racing; B-Pinnacle Farms I LLC (NY);

T-Raymond Handal. 

6th-Sam Houston Race, $45,000, 3-6, (NW3L), 4yo/up, 1m,

1:38.11, ft, neck.

NEW MEXICO (h, 5, Malibu Moon--Royal Irish Lass, by Saint

Ballado) Lifetime Record: 10-3-0-1, $79,547. O-Clark O.

Brewster; B-Brandywine Farm (Jim & Pam Robinson) &

Spendthrift Farm (KY); T-Steven M. Asmussen. *$650,000 Ylg '17

FTSAUG; $42,000 3yo '19 KEENOV. **1/2 to Tara From the Cape

(Leroidesanimaux {Brz}), SW, $152,668; Royal Mo (Uncle Mo),

GSW & GISP, $267,200.

5th-Sam Houston Race, $39,000, 3-6, (NW1X), 4yo/up, f/m, 

1 1/16mT, 1:44.93, fm, 1/2 length.

FROSTY FLIRT (m, 5, Jersey Town--Tickleyourfancy {SW,

$184,429}, by Forest Camp) Lifetime Record: 13-3-2-3, $54,127.

O-Michael Grossman; B-Eureka Thoroughbred Farm (KY);

T-Francisco Bravo. *$9,000 RNA Ylg '17 HEROCT. 

7th-Sam Houston Race, $39,000, 3-6, (NW1X), 4yo/up, f/m, 

1 1/16mT, 1:45.33, fm, head.

ALBA'S STAR (f, 4, Elusive Quality--Dinner At Arlene's {MSW},

by Forestry) Lifetime Record: 5-2-0-1, $54,560. O-Vintage

Thoroughbreds LLC & Bradley Thoroughbreds; B-Godolphin &

Lannister Holdings (KY); T-Michael Stidham. *$32,000 Wlg '17

KEENOV; $85,000 Ylg '18 KEESEP; $95,000 RNA 2yo '19 OBSAPR;

$47,000 2yo '19 OBSOPN. 

7th-Charles Town, $28,000, (S), 3-6, (NW1X), 4yo/up, 1 1/16m,

1:50.92, ft, 1 3/4 lengths.

NEVER COMPROMISE (g, 4, Graydar--Ghost Canyon, by Indian

Charlie) Lifetime Record: 3-2-0-0, $32,200. O-Debbie Rhodes;

B-J McKee (WV); T-J Runco. *1/2 to Bullets Fever (Fiber Sonde),

MSW, $227,424; Hidden Canyon (Fiber Sonde), MSW, $319,338.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Miss Peaky Blinder, f, 3, Candy Ride (Arg)--Virginia Bee, by

   Virginia Rapids. Golden Gate Fields, 3-7, 1m (AWT), 1:39.03.

   B-Doug & Felicia Branham (KY). *$300,000 Ylg '19 KEESEP.

   **1/2 to Indian Legend (Cherokee Run), SW, $294,550;

   Cherokee Queen (Cherokee Run), GSW, $628,312.

Secret Mistress, f, 3, Dominus--Secret Story (Ire), by Holy

   Roman Emperor (Ire). Oaklawn, 3-7, (WC), 6f, 1:11.81.

   B-Shalom TR (KY). *$6,000 Ylg '19 KEEJAN; $4,500 RNA Ylg '19

   OBSOCT. 
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Won or placed in eight Graded stakes, including victories in 
the Clark H. (G1), Stephen Foster S. (G2) and Ack Ack S. (G3).

Runner-up in the $1 million Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile (G1) 
and $9 million Pegasus World Cup Invitational S. (G1).

Career earnings of $3,470,153.

GRADE 1 WINNER, MULTIPLE G1-PLACED

https://www.ocalastud.com/horses/seeking-the-soul-46778.html
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Mischiefful | Lauren King
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First Avenue, c, 3, Street Boss--Flatter Me First, by Flatter. Sam

   Houston Race, 3-6, 1m, 1:39.39. B-Thoroughbred by Design

   LLC (KY). *$24,000 RNA Ylg '19 KEEJAN. 

Mr. Universe, c, 3, Tonalist--Racy Tracy, by Distorted Humor.

   Fair Grounds, 3-7, (S), 1mT, 1:41.00. B-Randel Stutes (LA).

   *$30,000 Ylg '19 KEESEP. 

Freeport Joe, g, 4, English Channel--Winds of March (Ire), by

   Sadler's Wells. Golden Gate Fields, 3-7, 1m (AWT), 1:39.21.

   B-Richard Barton Enterprises (CA). *$2,000 Ylg '18 NCAAUG. 

Vienna Code, f, 4, Fast Anna--Encryption Code, by Lemon Drop

   Kid. Aqueduct, 3-7, (S), 6f, 1:14.40. B-Joan Wilmarth &

   Anthony Grey, LLC (NY). *$1,000 RNA Wlg '17 FTNMIX. 

BLAME, Blame J D, g, 3, o/o Tipping Point, by Speightstown.

MSW, 3-7, Oaklawn

BLUEGRASS CAT, Sensible Cat, f, 3, o/o Sensible Girl, by Street

Sense. AOC, 3-7, Santa Anita

BROKEN VOW, Winners Laugh, c, 4, o/o Bridgehampton, by

Bernardini. MSW, 3-7, Aqueduct

CANDY RIDE (ARG), Miss Peaky Blinder, f, 3, o/o Virginia Bee, by

Virginia Rapids. MSW, 3-7, Golden Gate

DOMINUS, Secret Mistress, f, 3, o/o Secret Story (Ire), by Holy

Roman Emperor (Ire). WMC, 3-7, Oaklawn

ELUSIVE QUALITY, Alba's Star, f, 4, o/o Dinner At Arlene's, by

Forestry. ALW, 3-6, Sam Houston

ENGLISH CHANNEL, Freeport Joe, g, 4, o/o Winds of March (Ire),

by Sadler's Wells. MSW, 3-7, Golden Gate

FAST ANNA, Gidgetta, f, 4, o/o Gidget Girl, by Sky Mesa. ALW,

3-7, Santa Anita

FAST ANNA, Vienna Code, f, 4, o/o Encryption Code, by Lemon

Drop Kid. MSW, 3-7, Aqueduct

GRAYDAR, Never Compromise, g, 4, o/o Ghost Canyon, by

Indian Charlie. ALW, 3-6, Charles Town

HONOR CODE, Honorifique, f, 3, o/o Doubled, by Exchange

Rate. AOC, 3-7, Tampa Bay

INTO MISCHIEF, Mischiefful, f, 3, o/o Shanon Nicole, by Majestic

Warrior. MSW, 3-7, Gulfstream

JERSEY TOWN, Frosty Flirt, m, 5, o/o Tickleyourfancy, by Forest

Camp. ALW, 3-6, Sam Houston

LIAM'S MAP, Noble Reflection, g, 3, o/o Deal of the Decade, by

Tiznow. MSW, 3-7, Oaklawn

MALIBU MOON, New Mexico, h, 5, o/o Royal Irish Lass, by Saint

Ballado. ALW, 3-6, Sam Houston

MEDAGLIA D'ORO, Beautiful Gift, f, 3, o/o Sea Gift, by A.P. Indy.

GIII Santa Ysabel S., 3-7, Santa Anita

MINESHAFT, Foolish Ghost, g, 6, o/o Roaring Ghost, by Roaring

Fever. ALW, 3-7, Aqueduct

MISSION IMPAZIBLE, Espresso Shot, m, 5, o/o Glory Gold, by

Medaglia d'Oro. Biogio's Rose S., 3-7, Aqueduct

PROM SHOES, Bebop Shoes, g, 6, o/o Dear Alicia, by In a Walk.

ALW, 3-7, Oaklawn

STREET BOSS, First Avenue, c, 3, o/o Flatter Me First, by Flatter.

MSW, 3-6, Sam Houston

STREET BOSS, Lontano, c, 4, o/o Woodland Park, by Bernardini.

AOC, 3-7, Gulfstream

TEMPLE CITY, Pray for My Owner, f, 3, o/o Lanie Britt, by Hard

Spun. MSW, 3-7, Santa Anita

THE PAMPLEMOUSSE, North County Guy, g, 6, o/o Warmth, by

Unusual Heat. AOC, 3-7, Santa Anita

TONALIST, Mr. Universe, c, 3, o/o Racy Tracy, by Distorted

Humor. MSW, 3-7, Fair Grounds

UNION RAGS, Dynamic One, c, 3, o/o Beat the Drums, by Smart

Strike. MSW, 3-7, Aqueduct
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IN TDN AMERICA TODAY
JOEL ROSARIO IS A MASTER OF TIMING 
In the latest The Week in Review from T. D. Thornton, jockey Joel

Rosario is a master of timing in American racing. Click or tap here to

go straight to TDN America.

Lucky Vega and groom Emma Holden after

the Phoenix S. | racingfotos.com

YULONG LOOKING FOR
LUCK IN THE GUINEAS

By Kelsey Riley

   Yuesheng Zhang has built up an Irish stable with enviable

horsepower while shopping with a relatively modest budget

over the last few years. His stable star is undoubtedly last year=s

G1 Keeneland Phoenix S. winner Lucky Vega (Ire) (Lope De Vega

{Ire}), who looks to someday have a future at stud both in

Europe and at Zhang=s Yulong property in Victoria, Australia.

   For now, though, connections have set their sights on the May

1 G1 2000 Guineas in Newmarket, with the colt preparing at

Jessica Harrington=s yard in good nick.

   AI saw Lucky Vega last week and he is in great form,@

confirmed Yulong=s European Racing and Bloodstock Manager

Michael Donohoe. AHe=s turned into a beautiful physical; he=s

after growing, getting strong and putting on nearly 40 kilos from

his last race last year. Physically he=s after developing a huge

amount, which you like to see. We=re hoping that bodes well

that he will train on from two to three. Physically and in his work

so far the guys are very happy with him. Shane [Foley] sat on

him last week and he was very happy with him.@

   AThe main early season goal is going to be the QIPCO 2000

Guineas in Newmarket on May 1,@ Donohoe confirmed. ARather

than taking in a trial we=ll probably head straight there, although

that might change. No disrespect to the Irish or French Guineas--

they may be an easier target--but Jessie is keen to go straight to

Newmarket.@ Cont. p2

DURAMENTE COLT UPSETS JAPANESE

GUINEAS PREP
   Hiroshi Yamada=s Titleholder (Jpn) (Duramente {Jpn}) scored

an upset at 16-1 in the G2 Hochi Hai Yayoi Sho Deep Impact

Kinen at Nakayama on Sunday. The 2000-metre race is a pointer

for the G1 Japanese 2000 Guineas in mid-April.

   Away to an alert beginning, the dark bay strolled to the lead

and kept a measured gallop throughout while under minimal

pressure from his rivals. He slowed the pace after the first few

furlongs and the first half of the race went in 1:02.6. Held

together expertly at the fence by pilot Hiroshi Yokoyama turning

into the stretch, the duo braced for the challenges that were

sure to come.

   However, second choice Schnell Meister (Ger) (Kingman GB}),

who had dogged the pacesetter in second the whole way

around, was not quite up to the task as the winner had too

much gas left in the tank and finished  1 1/4 lengths back in

second. Cont. p6
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Yuesheng Zhang and Michael Donohoe

at Goffs in 2018 | Peter Mooney

Yulong Looking For Luck Cont.

   He added, AOur only slight worry, and it=s probably not a huge

problem, is the trip. He=s extremely strong and looks very much

a sprinter physically, and there is plenty of speed in his pedigree.

And we know Lope De Vega can get some very fast horses. He

has shown a lot of speed in a couple of his races so it=s just

whether he gets the mile or not. We don=t think he=s going to

stay any further than a mile with his running style.@

   One of nine yearlings purchased in his crop by Donohoe for

Yulong in Europe, the Kilcarn Stud-bred Lucky Vega was a

i175,000 Goffs Orby yearling, having also been sold on the Co.

Kildare grounds when bringing i110,000 as a foal. He broke his

maiden at first asking on June 8 last year, the day Irish racing

resumed after a 2 1/2-month absence in the midst of the

coronavirus pandemic, and though his owner was unable to

travel to attend any of his races, Lucky Vega continued to go

from strength to strength throughout the campaign. He was

second to Law Of Indices (Ire) (Power {GB}) in the G2 Railway S.

in July before turning the tables on that rival and the likes of The

Lir Jet (Ire) (Prince Of Lir {Ire}) and G1 Dewhurst S. winner St

Mark=s Basilica (Fr) (Siyouni {Fr}) with a 3 1/2-length win in the

Phoenix. He could finish only fifth after being repeatedly

hampered in the G1 Goffs Vincent O=Brien National S., and

regrouped to be a strong second in the G1 Middle Park S. behind

Supremacy (Ire) (Mehmas {Ire}). 

   AHis win in the Phoenix, he was very good that day,@ Donohoe

recalled. AHe was caught in a pocket and when he got out he

showed some serious acceleration. The form of that race held

up pretty well; Law Of Indices and St Mark=s Basilica were

behind him.@ Cont. p3

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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HIS RUN IN THE MIDDLE PARK

REAFFIRMED OUR BELIEF IN HIM, THAT

HE'S A VERY GOOD HORSE.
Yulong’s Michael Donohoe on Lucky Vega

Yulong Looking For Luck Cont.

   AYou can draw a line through his run in the National S; he was

extremely unlucky,@ Donohoe said. AIt=s just one of things, it

wasn=t jockey error, it=s just racing. And then he ran against

Supremacy [in the Middle Park] and was very good, and there

were some proper horses behind them. We were very happy;

we were very disappointed with the National S., and although

we would have liked to have beaten Supremacy in the Middle

Park, Supremacy is an extremely talented horse as well. It=ll be

interesting for them to match up again and we wouldn=t mind

taking him on again over six or seven furlongs. His run in the

Middle Park reaffirmed our belief in him, that he=s a very good

horse.@

   Donohoe noted that Zhang has moved his entire Irish stable,

which numbers around 25, to Harrington, and that he has a

handful of other 3-year-olds to look forward to.

   AAside from Lucky Vega there are a couple nice 3-year-olds

that broke their maidens last year and look progressive,@ he

said. Those include Aussie Ace (Ire) (Australia {GB}), who broke

his maiden at second asking at Cork before finishing down the

field in the G2 Beresford S., and a Avery nice@ filly by Free Eagle

(Ire) called Soaring Sky (Ire), who was bought for i15,000 from

the Tattersalls Ireland September Yearling Sale. AShe won her

only start at Dundalk at the back end of last year and she looks

like a progressive filly,@ Donohoe said. AMr. Zhang also has a nice

3-year-old by Footstepsinthesand (GB) called Deputy Sandy (Ire),

and he looks quite progressive.@

   Zhang added nine yearlings at the European sales last year,

and with the addition of three homebreds has 11 juveniles to go

into training with Harrington. Understandably, Zhang was keen

to repeat the dose with Lucky Vega=s sire.

   AWe were keeping a close eye on the Lope De Vegas and they

were extremely hard to buy, but we have two nice Lope De Vega

colts called Lucky Kuna and Lucky San Jore,@ Donohoe said.

ALucky Kuna was bought in France at the Arqana [Deauville

Select Yearling Sale for i150,000].@ Cont. p4

IN TDN AUS/NZ TODAY
NZ DERBY FOR FASTNET ROCK’S ROCKET SPADE

   Rocket Spade (Aus) (Fastnet Rock {Aus}) landed the G1 NZ

Derby at Ellerslie on Sunday.  Click or tap here to go straight to

TDN Aus/NZ.
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Leo De Fury | Racingfotos.com
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Yulong Looking For Luck Cont.

   ALucky San Jore was bought from Book 2 in Newmarket [for

50,000gns] and he=s very nice,@ he said. AHe looks quite

precocious even at this stage. I was talking to Shane Foley and

he gave him a little half speed during the week and he thinks

that he could be one for those early season races.@

   Zhang isn=t only concentrating on colts, however. His 2021

juvenile lineup includes a pair of well-bred Galileo fillies: a

three-quarter sister to G1 Irish Derby winner Trading Leather

(Ire) purchased for ,185,000 at Goffs Orby last year and a half-

sister to four-time Group 1 winner Novellist (Ire) (Monsun {Ger})

picked up for 305,000gns at Tattersalls.

   AWith Mr. Zhang=s farm in Australia he=s always on the lookout

for some well-bred fillies and we bought two nice Galileo fillies,@

Donohoe said. ASo if lightning can strike twice we=ll be happy.@

   Zhang=s Irish stable is completed by a handful of older reliable

performers like Barbados (Ire) (Galileo {Ire}), a 5-year-old

gelding who was twice stakes-placed last year after being

purchased privately from Ballydoyle; 2020 G2 Mooresbridge S.

winner Leo De Fury (Ire) (Australia {GB}), who was gelded at the

end of the season; and Ancient Spirit (Ger) (Invincible Spirit

{Ire}), a listed winner and twice group placed last year at five.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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CONDITIONS RESULTS:

7th-Southwell, ,4,300, Cond, 3-6, 4yo/up, 7f 14y (AWT),

1:30.72, st.

KHATM (GB) (g, 4, Dubawi {Ire}--Hawaafez {GB} {GSW-Eng,

$111,512}, by Nayef) Lifetime Record: 6-2-0-0, $8,585. O-LDH

Partnership; B-Shadwell Estate Company Ltd (GB); T-George

Boughey. *8,000gns 3yo >20 TATAHI.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Carausius (GB), g, 4, Cacique (Ire)--Domitia (GB), by Pivotal (GB).

   Southwell, 3-6, 12f 14y (AWT), 2:44.21. B-Mrs Fiona Williams

   (GB). *7,500gns RNA Ylg >18 TATDEY.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Merveillo (GB), c, 3, Archipenko--Merville (Fr), by Montjeu (Ire).

   Toulouse, 3-7, 10 1/2fT, 2:19.90. B-Wertheimer & Frere (GB).

Wind of Light (Fr), f, 3, Hunter=s Light (Ire)--Windya (Fr) (SW-Fr),

   by Linamix (Fr). Toulouse, 3-7, 10 1/2fT, 2:18.50. B-Jean-Yves

   Payet-Descombes & Mme Jocelyne Payet-Descombes (FR).

   *1/2 to Mr Satchmo (Fr) (Mr. Sidney), MSW & GSP-Fr, SP-Qat,

   $327,609.

Vergoncey (Ire), c, 3, Le Havre (Ire)--Vaunoise (Ire) (MSP-Fr), by

   Teofilo (Ire). Hyeres, 3-7, 12 1/2fT, 2:41.94. B-Franklin Finance

   SA (IRE). *Full to Vaucelles (Fr), GSW-Fr.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Lionheart (Ger), c, 3, Nutan (Ire)--Larmina (Fr), by

   Thewayyouare. Dortmund, 3-7, 9f (AWT), 2:01.40. B-Ursula &

   Jurgen Imm (GER).

Follow the TDN staff on Twitter
Thoroughbred Daily News

@garykingTDN @kelseynrileyTDN @collingsberry

@DaithiHarvey @EquinealTDN @HLAndersonTDN

@AlaynaCullen @CBossTDN
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https://twitter.com/garykingTDN
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Titleholder | JRA

IN HONG KONG:

Flagship Glory (GB), g, 4, Australia (GB)--Azenzar (GB), by

   Danehill Dancer (Ire). Sha Tin, 3-7, Hcp. (C3) (,140k/i162k),

   1600mT, 1:35.51. B-Saleh Al Homaizi & Imad Al Sagar.

   *Formerly Establish (GB). **37,000gns Ylg '18 TATOCT. VIDEO

IN ITALY:

Ganbaru (Ire), g, 4, Dark Angel (Ire)--Rachelle (Ire), by Mark of

   Esteem (Ire). Abu Dhabi, 3-7, Hcp. (AED80k), 1600mT, 1:37.19.

   O-Khalaf Rabah Al Shammari. B-Godolphin (Ire). T-Musabbeh

   Al Mheiri. *1/2 to Aurum (Ire) (Exceed And Excel {Aus}), MSP-

   Eng; Rouleau (GB) (Exceed And Excel {Aus}), GSW-Eng,

   $113,256; and Amadeus Wolf (GB) (Mozart {Ire}), G1SW-Eng,

   G1SP-Fr, $718,985.

G2 Hochi Hai Yayoi Sho Deep Impact Kinen Cont. from p1

   He is the second progeny of Juddmonte=s high-class miler and

young sire to feature in the top two in a major Japanese Guineas

prep, as the filly Elizabeth Tower (GB) (Kingman {GB}) had

deadheated for the win in the G2 Tulip Sho on Saturday.

   Rounding out the trifecta was heavy chalk Danon the Kid (Jpn)

(Just A Way {Jpn}), who had stalked from fifth for much of the

Nakayama contest and closed to be a neck back of Schnell

Meister.

   Off the mark locally over 1800 metres in October, the Okada

Stud-bred was second in the G3 Tokyo Sports Hai Nisai S. in

November and fourth in the Dec. 26 G1 Hopeful S. In the latter

two races, he finished behind Sunday=s heavy favourite Danon

the Kid.

Pedigree Notes
   Titleholder is the second black-type winner and first group

winner for young sire Duramente, who has his first 3-year-olds

this year.

   Put through the Tattersalls October Yearling Sale in 2009,

Mowen was knocked down for 30,000gns to LEX and was

imported to Japan. A five-time winner at 1200m, 1800m (twice),

2000m and 2600m, the bay=s best finish in stakes company was

a fourth in the Listed Shion S. as a sophomore. Her first foal, the

winning Melody Lane (Jpn) (Orfevre {Jpn}) was followed by a

dead foal and Titleholder is her third offspring. She has no

further produce, but was bred to Gold Ship for 2019, Victoire

Pisa (Jpn) for last year and she was covered by Duramente last

spring. Under the fourth dam is G1 1000 Guineas heroine On

The House (Fr) (Be My Guest).

Sunday, Nakayama, Japan

HOCHI HAI YAYOI SHO DEEP IMPACT KINEN-G2, i104,540,000,

Nakayama, 3-7, 3yo, 2000mT, 2:02.00, fm.

1--TITLEHOLDER (JPN), 123, c, 3, Duramente (Jpn)

 1st Dam: Mowen (GB), by Motivator (GB)

2nd Dam: Top Table (GB), by Shirley Heights (GB)

3rd Dam: Lora's Guest (Ire), by Be My Guest

   1ST BLACK-TYPE WIN. 1ST GROUP WIN. (-20,000,000 Wlg =18

   JRHAJUL). O-Hiroshi Yamada; B-Okada Stud (Jpn); T-Toru

   Kurita; J-Takeshi Yokoyama. -54,728,000. Lifetime Record:

   4-2-1-0. Click for the eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree. Werk

   Nick Rating: B+.

2--Schnell Meister (Ger), 123, c, 3, Kingman (GB)-- Serienholde

   (Ger), by Soldier Hollow (GB). O-Sunday Racing; B-Northern

   Farm (Jpn); -22,208,000.

3--Danon the Kid (Jpn), 123, c, 3, Just a Way (Jpn)--Epic Love

   (Ire), by Dansili (GB). (-100,000,000 Wlg =18 JRHAJUL).

   O-Danox Inc.; B-Northern Farm (Jpn); -14,104,000.

Margins: 1 1/4, NK, 1HF. Odds: 16.90, 3.90, 0.30.

Also Ran: So Valiant (Jpn), Ten Bagger (Jpn), Time to Heaven

(Jpn), One Day More (Jpn), Golden Syrup (Ire), Ho O Sunday

(Jpn), Taisei Dreamer (Jpn). Click for the JRA chart or the free

Equineline.com catalogue-style pedigree. 
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Rocket Spade as a yearling | TDN AusNZ

NZ DERBY FOR FASTNET'S
ROCKET SPADE

by Richard Edmunds

   It was second time lucky at Ellerslie on Sunday for

trans-Tasman owners Hermitage Thoroughbreds and Matamata

trainers Lance O=Sullivan and Andrew Scott as their quality

3-year-old Rocket Spade (Fastnet Rock) triumphed in the G1

Vodafone New Zealand Derby.

   Hermitage=s dark green colours with red chevrons have

become so familiar in both Australia and New Zealand over the

last few years, through impressive feats by the likes of The

Autumn Sun (Redoute=s Choice), Egg Tart (Sebring), September

Run (Exceed and Excel) and Summer Passage (Snitzel).

   Twelve months ago, they went into the New Zealand Derby as

favourites with Dragon Leap (Pierro)--a high-class half-brother to

the Group 1 winner Inference (So You Think {NZ}), bought for

$1.05 million at the 2018 Inglis Sydney Easter Yearling Sale.

   Dragon Leap had emerged as one of the stars of his generation

in the G2 Auckland Guineas and Avondale Guineas, but the 2400

metres of the Derby proved to be a bridge too far and he faded

into fourth.

   Fast-forward to 2021, and this was a very different Derby. It

was run a day late and in front of a restricted audience due to a

recent Covid-19 outbreak in Auckland, and rain in the days

leading into the race made the track significantly wetter. It was a

very different result for Hermitage, O=Sullivan and Scott too, as

Rocket Spade=s class and stamina shone through.

   Bought for $425,000 from Tyreel Stud=s draft at the 2019 Inglis

Sydney Easter Yearling Sale, Rocket Spade has now won four of

his eight starts and earned more than NZ$745,000 in stakes. Like

Dragon Leap, he won the G2 Auckland Guineas and Avondale

Guineas along the road to the Derby.

   AThis Derby victory is pretty special for all of the team,@

O=Sullivan said. AScotty and everyone at home has done a great

job with this horse, and it=s a great result. We=re very grateful to

the team at Hermitage, who let us buy this horse at the sales.

They told us we had five years to buy them a Derby winner, and

we=ve done it. This horse probably has the genes to run further

than Dragon Leap, who was a little brilliant for the Derby

distance, and he showed great stamina today.@

   It was a third Derby triumph for Scott, who previously saddled

Cut the Cake (NZ) (Yamanin Vital {NZ}) and Xcellent (NZ) (Pentire

{GB}) in partnership with Mike Moroney in the early 2000s. It

was a first Derby success for O=Sullivan, who won the race twice

during his exceptional riding career.

   AThis is probably more special for me, because it is a lot harder

to do as a trainer,@ he said. AI=m just thrilled for the great team

we have behind us. Andrew told me I could retire now, since I=ve

won a Derby.@

   Rocket Spade was ridden by Craig Grylls, who also partnered

the longshot Crown Prosecutor (Medaglia d=Oro {USA}) in his

upset victory two years ago. Grylls rode a patient race in

Sunday=s time-honoured classic, not panicking even when he

dropped back to last with 650 metres to run. But the field had

bunched right up as the pace came out of the race coming down

the side of the course, and as the 14 runners fanned across the

track at the top of the straight, Rocket Spade found a crucial

opening.

   Grylls drove his mount through that gap, and Rocket Spade

rose to the occasion with a powerful surge. Rocket Spade,

Milford (NZ) (Savabeel) and Frontman (NZ) (Makfi {GB}) drew

clear to fight out a three-way battle to the finish, and it was

Rocket Spade who fought off the other two and won by a short

neck. Milford took second, a short head in front of Frontman.

   AThat was unbelievable,@ Grylls said. AI=m just rapt to get one

for Lance and Scotty. Throughout my career, they have been

some of my biggest supporters. For them to put their trust in me

to ride the horse, I=m just absolutely stoked.@

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/
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Fastnet Rock | Coolmore Stud

   He added, ALance is one of the benchmarks for New Zealand

jockeys, and when I first moved to Matamata in my early 20s, he

started giving me a lot of help. I have so much to thank him for.

   AThey weren=t going any real tempo in the race, and at the

1300 metres they put the brakes on and Rocket Spade got going

a little bit hard.

   AA few of them started going wide, so I thought that was my

chance to save a few lengths and ride for luck, which I got. I just

didn=t want to get to the front too soon, but he=s such an honest

horse and he got the trip nicely.@

   Derby placegetters Milford and Frontman are both likely to

head to Sydney to build towards next month=s G1 Australian

Derby, while a decision on Rocket Spade will be made in the

coming week.

Pedigree Notes
   Rocket Spade was bred by Sun Kingdom, and he was a

$425,000 purchase by Hermitage Thoroughbreds and Wexford

Stables at the 2019 Inglis Sydney Easter Yearling Sale, where he

was offered by Tyreel Stud. 

   Rocket Spade became the second consecutive New Zealand

Derby winner for the globally influential sire Fastnet Rock, who

won it with Sherwood Forest last year. Fastnet Rock has now

sired 1333 winners from 1800 runners worldwide, with 170

individual stakes winners. He is now ranked second on the New

Zealand sires= premiership this season, thanks to Rocket Spade

and also his star daughter Avantage, who has won Group 1 races

in all of her last four starts. His progeny have delivered a

staggering 10 stakes wins in New Zealand already this season

from only 15 runners.

   The dam of Rocket Spade is Affairoftheheart (NZ) (Fusaichi

Pegasus {USA}), who won six races and placed at listed level. She

is a half-sister to Soriano (NZ) (Savabeel), whose nine wins

included the G1 Zabeel Classic and Herbie Dyke S. Another

half-sibling, Kaiser Franz (NZ) (Savabeel), won seven races

including the G3 Premier=s Cup in Brisbane. The dam of that trio

is Call Me Lily (NZ) (Just a Dancer {NZ}), who won eight races

including the Listed Wagga Gold Cup. Affairoftheheart is the

dam of two winners from four foals to race. Colonel Klink (NZ)

(Savabeel) won two races in Australia over 1600 and 2000

metres. Since Rocket Spade was born in 2017, Affairoftheheart=s

two subsequent foals have been Holstein (Snitzel) and an

unnamed colt by Thronum. She was served by National Defense

(GB) this season.

Sunday, Ellerslie, New Zealand

NEW ZEALAND DERBY-G1, NZ$1,000,000, ARC, 3-07, 3yo Open

Set Weight, 2400mT, 2:35.51, slow.

1--ROCKET SPADE (AUS) , 56.5, c, 3, by Fastnet Rock (AUS)

1st Dam: Affairoftheheart (SP-NZ), by Fusaichi Pegasus (USA)

2nd Dam : Call Me Lily, by Just a Dancer

3rd Dam: Colero, by Brazen Bay (AUS)

   1ST GROUP 1 WIN. (A$425,000 Ylg >19 INGAPR). O-Hermitage

   Thoroughbreds Pty Ltd; B-Sun Kingdom VIC; T-L O'Sullivan & A

   Scott; J-C J Grylls; NZ$600,000. Lifetime Record: 8-4-2-0,

   NZ$745,450. Werk Nick Rating: A+++. *Triple Plus*. Click for

   the eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree.

2--Milford, 56.5, c, 3, Savabeel (Aus)--Etiquette, by O'Reilly.

   ($360,000 Ylg >19 NZJAN). O-Jml Bloodstock Ltd (Mgr: L

   Petagna), D J & N Wilson, Hawridge Developments Ltd;

   B-Waikato Stud Ltd, Waikato, NZ; T-S B Marsh; J-L G Innes;

   NZ$174,000.

3--Frontman, 56.5, c, 3, Makfi (GB)--Imposingly (Aus), by Zabeel.

   O-P B Newsom, A N Wales & A M Whitehouse; B-City

   Bloodstock Ltd, Auckland, NZ; T-M Baker & A Forsman; J-D S

   Johnson; NZ$86,500.

Margins: SNK, SHD, 1HF. Odds: 3.30, 9.50, 12.10.

Also Ran: Il Affare, Iffie Shows, Montre Moi, Tokorangi, Jason

Belltree, Lord Ardmore, Tribute King, Grip (Aus), Tannahill,

Perfect Scenario, Edge of Wonder.

Click for the Racing Post chart or the free Arion.co.nz

catalogue-style pedigree. Video. 

IN HONG KONG:

Ping Hai Bravo, g, 4, Red Dazzler--Mountain Bluebird, by

   Beautiful Crown (USA). Sha Tin, 3-7, Hcp. (C2) ($369k), 1000m,

   :56.37. B-Eureka Cambooya Thoroughbreds Pty Ltd (Qld).

   *Formerly We Dance. **$9,000 Ylg '18 MMGCYS. VIDEO
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Thompson Reflects on Zoustar’s Weekend

Big Week For Contributer

Kalashnikov Live Slipper Chance

Valley Warm-Up For Russian Camelot

Lucky Ruby, g, 4, Zoustar--Elysian Hera (NZ), by Stravinsky

   (USA). Sha Tin, 3-7, Hcp. (C5) ($126k), 1200m (AWT), 1:08.78.

   B-B M Nolan (Qld). *$160,000 RNA Ylg '18 MMGCYS; $240,000

   2yo '18 MMOCT. VIDEO

IN NEW ZEALAND:

Need I Say More, g, 3, No Nay Never (USA)--Bo Bardi, by

   Fastnet Rock. Ellerslie, 3-7, Fasttrack Mufhasa S.-Listed ($62k),

   1300m, 1:17.88. B-Burnewang North Pastoral (Vic). *MGSW-

   NZ. **$65,0000 Wlg '18 MGLMAY; NZ$100,000 Ylg '19

   NZBJAN. VIDEO

IN SOUTH AFRICA:

Crown Towers, g, 5, Camelot (GB)--Miss With Attitude (MGSP-

   Aus, $297,100), by Galileo (Ire). Greyville, 3-7, Pinnacle Stakes,

   1600m, B-L Bibbo (SA). *MSW-SAf. **$280,000 Ylg '17 

   INGFEB.

IN HONG KONG:

Dragon Fortune, g, 3, Per Incanto (USA)--Princess Annaliese

   (SW & GSP-NZ, NZ$131,100), by Van Nistelrooy.  Sha Tin, 3-7,

   Hcp. (NZ$180k), 1200m, 1:09.90. B-R R Fauvel, Little Avondale

   Trust & R A Williams. *NZ$135,000 2yo '19 NZBRTR. 

   VIDEO
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