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MEG LEVY:
FIRST AMONG EQUALS

Meg Levy and Belvoir Bay (GB) | Fasig-Tipton Photo

by Chris McGrath
She has all the modesty we expect in those who spend their
lives with an animal as vigilant against human pride and
presumption as the Thoroughbred. Perfectly happy, for instance,
to tell you about the seven-figure yearling who ended up as a
police horse. But if you really press Meg Levy to identify where
she strives for an edge, she'll shrug her shoulders and suggest a
single word: "intuition."
One word, not two. Not "feminine intuition." If Bluewater
Sales sell the top lot, then Levy is simply first among equals.
Good at her job. And she should be viewed as neither more nor
less proficient on account of her gender.
Nonetheless it was both valid and gratifying last weekend to
see her celebrated, along with Kitty Taylor and Carrie Brogden,
in Fasig-Tipton's International Women's Day video tribute to
female pioneers in sales consignment. Levy, after all, started out
in partnership with Taylor; while Brogden, in the video, says that
she still views her as a mentor. And the fact is that Levy, some
30 years ago, was the first woman even to show horses for the
Eaton Sales agency.
"That was a big deal at the time, for me to do that," she
recalls. "They had all these guys from Virginia, with the red
hankie in the hip pocket, and showing horses was a real art at
the time. I still think of it as an art. You know, I was humiliated
many times. But I got over it." Cont. p3

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: BRAD WEISBORD
The virus is not a joke. The virus does not just infect old
people. The virus is not like the flu. Most of the youth around
the world is missing the point. The virus will make you want to
die if it doesn't kill you first.
Monday (3/18), my wife said to me in the middle of the night,
"What's wrong with you? You=re gasping for air." My response
was, AI think I have a chest cold developing.@ It felt like there
was phlegm stuck in my chest.
Tuesday morning, I could not get out of bed. She suggested I
leave the apartment, and head to a vacant one-bedroom
apartment my grandma (who is in Florida) has in the same NYC
building. We have a 7-week-old baby, and the last thing I
wanted to do was infect her and my wife. I took my pillow and
left. Eight days later, I'm still here.
Cont. p6

IN TDN EUROPE TODAY
LEMISTA PREVAILS IN PARK EXPRESS
Lemista (Ire) (Raven’s Pass) won the G3 Park Express S. in
Ireland on Monday. Click or tap here to go straight to TDN
Europe.
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As the Bluegrass State gets greener by the day, a filly by Medaglia d'Oro and out of
Don Alberto's Unique Bella (Tapit) strolls through her pasture earlier this week. Click
here to email photos of your 2020 foals for consideration in the TDN. Please include
sire, dam, owner, and photographer’s name. Click here to submit foaling news for
your stakes-winning and stakes-producing mares. | Mathea Kelley

OP/ED: YEAR WITHOUT DERBY MAKES MOST SENSE

8

Dan Liebman writes in to say that if it can’t be run on the
first Saturday in May, the Kentucky Derby should wait until
next year.

WHAT ARE YOU BINGEING?
In an effort to help you find your favorite new movie or TV
series to binge on during this time of self-isolation, we collected
an array of opinions from throughout the industry as well as
our own staff.

11
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Meg Levy: First Among Equals cont. from p1
Horses, happily, are too smart for anything as crass as
misogyny. And if they saw no need to dwell on Levy's gender,
then neither did she.
"I never thought about it, really," she reflects. "If anything,
coming into Kentucky as a stranger, so to speak--being from
Florida--may have been more of a hindrance than being female.
But I have to say, I've heard a lot of other women say differently.
I'm sure there were lots of feathers ruffled.
"Maybe they did want to pat you on the head at first. But if
you could show that you were prepared to work as hard as
anyone else, and produce a horse as well as anyone, or better if
you could, then you soon got respect. I have always felt
comfortable in this business."
Certainly it didn't take long for Levy to correct such
antediluvian attitudes as may still have endured. Her very first
Saratoga consignment, in 2000, included an A.P. Indy colt who
topped the whole sale at $1.3 million, acquired for Sheikh
Mohammed by John Ferguson.
Moreover, it would turn out that Bluewater had already
completed a still more momentous transaction that summer, at
Fasig-Tipton July: the sale of a yearling filly by Dehere to Kenny
McPeek for $175,000. Four years later, as multiple Grade I
winner Take Charge Lady, she would change hands again (with a
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Seeking the Gold cover) for $4.2 million. The filly she was
carrying that day has since become the dam of Omaha Beach
(War Front), while of course, Take Charge Lady meanwhile
produced Take Charge Indy (A.P. Indy) and Will Take Charge
(Unbridled's Song).
Levy's husband Mike, equally well known in the business as
founder and president of Muirfield Insurance, implored his
father to buy the filly. But though three different vets were
tried, none would accept her scope.
"Kenny's vet was the only one who would," Levy says. "Thank
God horses can't read: she couldn't read her vet report, or her
page. She had two blank dams at the time. I guess it's a thread
for everyone that's been in this business a long time, to follow
through those horses and see how pedigrees get made. To have
spent that time with them, when they're young, is really an
honor."
Nowadays, of course, the sales vet uses a tighter sieve than
ever. Levy grins as she threatens to mount a soapbox on this
topic.
"How many hours do you have?" she asks. "Everyone knows of
successes that didn't >pass' the vet for some reason. When Kitty
and I first started selling horses together, probably only half had
X-rays. And the rest of them--believe it or not, children!--we sold
without, and sold just fine. Cont. p4
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"The digital X-ray had a huge effect, in my mind, on what vets
started to see. And I'm trying to think of a nice way to say this,
but I don't think the >horsemanship' side kept up with the
technology. So we've all talked about sesamoiditis as something
we've seen more and more of. Well, that's not necessarily
because the horses are any different. But the pictures are. And
also the way those pictures are understood: some of the sales
vets, all they do is look at X-rays while others practice on the
horses with the X-rays."
There was a time, Levy remembers, when trust between
consignor and customer was such that a horse's history would
be exchanged simply by informal consultation. "Had this horse
long? Any issues?"

Meg Levy | Fasig-Tipton Photo

Her in-laws' dual sprint champion Housebuster (Mt. Livermore)
was X-rayed for the first time only when sent to stud, having
pulled a suspensory. He duly revealed all manner of "chips and
knees and ankles and hocks" that had failed to intrude on his
prolific and sustained success.
It was the late Robert P. Levy who also raced the Grade
I-winning dam of the A.P. Indy colt who first put Bluewater on
the map at Saratoga. Part of the logic, in setting up the agency,
had been that the family farm in Maryland was winding down-most of the mares were by now in Kentucky--even as the market
was going up. And to this day, Levy sees a helpful synergy
between her own native strengths, and those of her husband.
"Mike's family had been in racing for three generations," Levy
explains. "His father owned a racetrack [at Atlantic City] so,
through osmosis, he learned a lot about the game at large when
he was young: whether it be the gambling side, the workings of
the track, leadership in the business, how to run a racing stable,
pedigrees. When I came into it, having loved horses since I was a
kid, having ridden show horses in South Florida, I couldn't
believe there was a place called Kentucky where I could actually
get paid to work with them." Cont. p5
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She started breaking yearlings under Chip Muth at Springmint
Farm; next came a stint on the track, with John T. Ward; and
then, most precious of all, a spell with the late Bill Graves and
his wife Michele.
ABill had one of the first 2-year-old pinhooking operations,
back when they went 12 in pairs," says Levy. "And Michele was
running 505 Farm, along with doing their consignment. So I went
to work for Michele on the farm, and for Bill at the sales. He was
an amazing horseman. He came from the show-horse world and
that experience, in my opinion, gave him the finesse to
understand those qualities that set an individual apart, that
make emotion click in a buyer. Bill had a way of greeting a
person, understanding what they wanted, making the process
fun. He was a great matchmaker of horses to people, he'd
always know exactly which horse to bring out."
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These included Asi Siempre (El Prado {Ire}), sold in 2007 for
$3 million--again to Ferguson--on behalf of Martin Schwartz.
Many of Bluewater's 17 seven-figure mares since have been sold
for similarly prized clients, such as Three Diamonds Farm, Eclipse
Thoroughbred Partners and Gary Barber. Two that matched Asi
Siempre at $3 million were Curalina (Curlin), for Eclipse; and
Catch A Glimpse (City Zip), who was owned by Barber in
partnership with Jeff and Annabel Begg of Windways Farm, and
Michael Ambler.
But the farm also opened up new horizons for yearling prep,
which Levy finds perhaps most rewarding of all the diverse
elements of the Bluewater portfolio. "I do love getting those
babies ready to show," she says. "And I've learned a lot about
raising yearlings over the 17 or 18 years we've had the farm.
From a show horse point of view, I wanted them to be perfect.
But I learned very quickly. And the market changed a bit too.
Those very, very well prepped horses used to sell well. But
demand for that short, pinhooking investment became so
strong, and the judges so good, that they wanted to see a less
prepped, more free-walking horse. I learned that these horses
do better outside, and over-prepping is not good for the animal.
They have to be raised to run."

Bill Graves | Photos by Z

His influence was no less valued by Levy's husband, who
candidly declares that neither would be where they are today
but for Graves. As it was, Levy was pregnant with the first of
their three children when--having completed her education
under Lee Eaton and John Williams--deciding to hang out her
own shingle. A precarious time to start a business, you would
think, but intuition decided otherwise.
For a couple of years, seeking the requisite volume to gain a
foothold in the market, Levy teamed up with Kitty Taylor who
had established a good reputation of her own at Vinery.
"And then I decided to convince Mike that he needed to have
a farm!" Levy recalls. "So Kitty went her way [to set up
Warrendale], and obviously has been very successful; and we
added the farm to our repertoire. At the time, recruiting quality
broodmare prospects looked a very important thing to start
doing; and they'd need somewhere to go. And we were lucky
enough to get some good ones there, and some good clientele."

Belvoir Bay winning the GI Breeders= Cup Turf Sprint
Horsephotos

But Levy stresses the fulfilment she finds in all and any equine
engagement. At the very opposite end of the spectrum, for
instance, she has hardly ever derived more satisfaction than
from Belvoir Bay (GB) (Equiano {Fr}) over the last two
Novembers at Fasig-Tipton: the phoenix-from-the-flames who
emerged from the San Luis Rey disaster, ultimately to win the
GI Breeders' Cup Turf Sprint (in Barber's silks) in :54.83. She
made $1.5 million just three days later.
Cont. p6
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"When those really special mares get off the van, whether
they're coming to the farm to prep or coming straight from the
Breeders' Cup, it really gets to me," Levy says. "With her small
stature, Belvoir Bay is >The Little Engine That Could.' I was crying,
as we watched on the TV: we didn't expect anything but she just
was like, >See you, boys!' And then to see her come to the sale
and just do her thing, after that long road she'd had, and she
didn't worry about a thing. That's the emotion, for any
horseman. That's what you wish could get through to the
activists who are derogatory about this business. That's what
keeps me in the horse business: just being around that desire,
that strength, that heart."
It is this intimacy that feeds the "intuitions" mentioned at the
outset. Their commercial value, however, must speak for itself:
Levy doesn't pretend to be "a people whisperer" in the same
way. Sometimes, indeed, she feels as though the functioning of
the industry, of the market, has become too detached from the
magic that sustains it.
"The marketplace has changed a lot," Levy says. "The people
who were doing it as a sport--the older families, the older
programs--started phasing out. And then people came in who
were thinking more like investors. So maybe now is the time to
race. There's a lot of differential in the marketplace. The
professional always looks for the place where they can make
something work. Maybe you look at the third-year stallion that's
not getting mares. One thing we've always tried to do is go a
little against the tide: whether when people weren't really going
after the broodmare prospects, or now maybe by racing a horse
or two with supposed X-ray issues."
Because Levy will always keep faith in the horse; in those vital
elements that make a runner. As she remarked of Graves, the
knack she cultivated in the show-horse environment is no less
apt for the Thoroughbred.
"What transferred the most, from discipline to discipline, was
an eye for motion," she says. "Efficiency of motion. You can see
when all the pieces and parts fit together. And they have that
swagger. Because beyond the physical and athletic ability of the
horse, you need the heart, the mind. To get past. Because let's
face it, they don't have to do it. They have to want to."
To capitalize on that instinct, however, Levy must match the
right horse to the right sale; and then to the right customer.
Graves always used to say that you should be in the top 10% of a
bad sale rather than the middle of a good one. Mind you, he
also told the Levys that there wasn't a tree "worth a nickel" on
the land they were buying. They promptly planted 144. After all,
Robert Levy had told them not to buy a farm at all. They ignored
him--just as he had ignored the same counsel from his own
father.
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"No, we didn't listen either," says his daughter-in-law with a
smile. "So, it's been a lot of hard work. But I'm a big believer in
old-fashioned, detailed horsemanship; in doing everything we
can to produce the horse in the right spot, and for the right
people too. A lot of being able to do that is just because we've
been small, we've been big, we've been there and seen a lot.
Sometimes the smaller farms don't get that experience. But our
good clients end up being part of our family."

Weisbord: Virus Is Not a Joke cont. from p1

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Symptoms and Actions:
Tuesday--Woke up with aches and pains all over. Very much like
if you have a bad cold or the flu. A deep chest cough started.
Coming from my lungs, not phlegm in your throat. When you
cough, nothing happens, but feeling pain. No temperature
immediately (mine was 97.2). Hard to want to do anything, I did
not have any appetite or sense of smell. In bed Tuesday night I
took my temp again, 99.8. The fever had started.
Wednesday--Woke up with a 100.4 temp. News spreading that
NYC is the #1 hot spot in America (1/3 of the cases in the
country). I had been careful since returning from Saudi, so
figured there is no way I have COVID-19. I call my PCP and he
agreed to see me. I wait in the car, they bring me out a mask
and gloves, and he empties the office. Flu test, strep test, stool
culture, blood panel. Everything "normal" was negative. The
only bad sign was my SPO2 (oxygen) level was 91%. Normal is
95%-100%. He said, you can try to call the CDC and get tested,
but you have the COVID-19 virus. With the NYC hospitals
overrun, and the only testing being done for medical
professionals, he thought I should head home and come back on
Friday to make sure my chest X-ray was clean. Wednesday night,
I sat in bed, hacking cough, struggling for a normal breath. Did
not sleep for even one hour.
Thursday--Temp came down to 99.6. Managing temp and pain
with Tylenol. Gastrointestinal issues start. I couldn't keep
anything inside. I started Immodium to help with that. Aches
and pains pretty much gone. Shortness of breath getting worse,
way worse. Like you=re suffocating to death. Cough getting
worse, and more painful. Thursday night you start to think it's
better off to be dead.
Cont. p7
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Friday--Head back to the Dr. Chest X-ray is still clean of
pneumonia. He tells me my body is fighting well. But days 5-7
are when people turn for the worse, potentially requiring
supplemental oxygen and hospitalization or it can head in the
right direction. He suggested I buy a pulse oximeter, to measure
my oxygen at home. That will help me tell if my lungs are
severely compromised. I get the oximeter, which reads
92%-93%. Gives me some comfort I can monitor my levels at
home. I finally get four hours of sleep, before a terrible
headache comes on. Take Tylenol to relieve the pain.
Saturday--Temperature is gone. Stomach issues cleared up.
Shortness of breath was the same, awful. Cough still getting
worse.
Sunday--No temperature. Shortness of breath the same. Cough
terrible. Finally get seven hours of sleep with the help of Tylenol
Cold PM.
Monday--Finally woke up and felt a normal breath, first time in a
week. The virus had raised to my nose. Nose felt a little stuffed,
but I would live with a lifetime cold rather than dealing with the
respiratory issues
Studies suggest 40-80% of people will get this COVID-19 virus
before a vaccine is developed (approx. 1 year from now). I'm
healthy, young and have never smoked. There were 72 hours I
wanted to die (days 4-6). What does COVID-19 do to the elderly,
or people with underlying health issuesY.10%-20% DEATH.
This virus has already killed thousands and is going to end up
killing hundreds of thousands around the world. Money can't
buy you a cure.
So--STAY INSIDE for a few weeks. FLATTEN THE CURVE! DO
NOT visit your parents or grandparents. You might not show
symptoms, but that doesn't mean you can't infect them!
In time, when the curve flattens, we will resume normal life,
knowing the hospitals can care for the very sick. Trust me, I have
been to hell and I'm crying for anyone that is dealing with any
major respiratory symptom.
If you do get it, my advice:
*
Drink as many fluids as possible
*
Force yourself to a bland diet (mine was English muffins,
chicken soup, bananas).
*
Keep temp down with Tylenol (not Advil). Immodium helps
with the stomach.
*
Monitor your oxygen levels with your finger pulse oximeter
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*
DO NOT visit the ER unless you are in a dire state, as they
will only treat you if you need oxygen.
Stay safe. We're one world. One love.

TEXAS 2YO SALE CANCELLED
The Texas 2-Year-Olds-In-Training Sale scheduled to take place
at Lone Star Park Apr. 3 has been canceled, officials at the Texas
Thoroughbred Association and the track announced, due to the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic. All entry fees are refundable.
AWe are obviously disappointed to cancel this sale, especially
with a record number of consignments, but it=s really the only
option at this point and postponing the sale simply was not
feasible,@ said Mary Ruyle, executive director of the Texas
Thoroughbred Association. AWe are leaving the sale catalogue
online and making some enhancements so that potential buyers
can view photos and videos submitted by consignors and make
contact to negotiate private sales.@
Added sales director Tim Boyce, AWe feel this was probably
the best group of horses to be catalogued to this sale in over a
decade, so we encourage potential buyers to view the horses
being offered. We truly appreciate all the support from
consignors, so we are working to make the best of this situation
and help buyers and sellers get connected.@
All horses entered in the sale will be deemed to have gone
through the ring and will therefore remain eligible for the
July 12 Texas Thoroughbred Futurity at Lone Star Park, with
estimated purse money of $100,000 for both genders. The due
date for the $350 payment for the Futurity will be pushed back
one month to May 15.
Over the coming weeks, the TTA will accept photos and videos
from consignors to be added to the sale website at
www.ttasales.com. The online repository will also be opened to
help consignors market their horses. Each consignor=s contact
information will be listed so that buyers can make direct contact
about a private sale. The TTA will not track or collect
commissions on any private sales.
The Texas Summer Yearling Sale is set for Aug. 24 and will also
contain a Horses-Of-Racing-Age section.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/thoroughbreddailynews

UPGRADE TO THE CLOUD.
FIRST FOALS BY AN AMERICAN CLASSIC WINNER
This filly is in a field with eight other foals by stallions with
a lot higher stud fees, yet she's by far the best.
–Scott Pierce, Hidden Creek Farm

Filly o/o Silly Little Mama
at 21 days old

C L O U D COMPUTING
c o m p u t i n g
cloud
$7,500 S&N
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YEAR WITHOUT DERBY MAKES MOST SENSE
by Dan Liebman

FOR THE WEEK ENDING MARCH 22, 2020
NORTH AMERICAN-BASED STALLIONS
Sire (Sire=s Sire)
#SWs
#GSWs
LOOKIN AT LUCKY (Smart Strike)
54
35
(Wells Bayou--GII TwinSpires.com Louisiana Derby)
STANDING AT ASHFORD STUD $ CLICK HERE FOR MORE
NOMINATE A MARE $ EMAIL ADRIAN WLLACE
LUCKY PULPIT (Pulpit)
12
2
(Ward >N Jerry--GII San Luis Rey S.)
MUNNINGS (Speightstown)
39
17
(Bonny South--GII TwinSpires.com Fair Grounds Oaks)
STANDING AT ASHFORD STUD $ CLICK HERE FOR MORE
NOMINATE A MARE $ EMAIL ADRIAN WLLACE
POWER BROKER (Pulpit)
2
--(Sydster--Crescent City Derby)
THE BIG BEAST (Yes It=s True)
1
1
(Hear My Prayer--Melody of Colors S.)
STANDING AT OCALA STUD $ CLICK HERE FOR MORE
NOMINATE A MARE $ EMAIL DAVID O=FARRELL

The Big Beast was represented by his first stakes winner
over the weekend | Louise Reinagel

Italicized numbers indicate new activity
Interested in listing your information in future New SWs
tables? Contact suefinley@thetdn.com

The 2019 Kentucky Derby winner=s circle | Coady

A few weeks ago, I felt like a lone wolf howling in the wind (not
the first time). I was calling for Keeneland to call off its April
meet and for Churchill Downs to go ahead and announce the
cancellation of the Kentucky Derby.
Based on what I knew of the coronavirus spread in other
countries and that it had reached our shores, it seemed obvious
to me that within days we would begin cancelling events at a
rapid pace.
Cont. p9
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The first sports leader to acknowledge such was NBA
Commissioner Adam Silver, who shut down his league for a
month. In just a matter of days, most other sports fell like
dominoes.
Now, of course, both Keeneland and Churchill Downs took the
actions I expected and most other racetracks have correctly shut
down for live racing.
Churchill subsequently announced the Derby would be
contested Sept. 5, the Saturday of Labor Day weekend, thus four
months after its originally scheduled date.
Without a doubt, the Derby is the world's most recognizable
and important race. It is the sport's once-a-year opportunity to
make new fans, to perhaps capture the imagination of someone
who at some point will be able to invest in the industry.
As a Kentucky-bred myself, there is no greater day each year
of my life than the first Saturday in May when the Derby is run.
And that fact brings me to the point of this column.
The Derby cannot be the Derby unless it is run the customary
first Saturday in May.
I understand the importance of running it, and understand the
economic impact the race has on Churchill Downs, its
shareholders and its horsemen. It also has a tremendous and
profound impact on those who simulcast the race (and its
undercard), the city of Louisville and the state of Kentucky.
Tourism is big in Kentucky, but never more so than on the days
surrounding the Derby.
That being said, I would suggest that when the race is run
Sept. 5--if the coronavirus has abated to allow it to be run--it not
be called the Derby.
One thing that makes a Derby winner so special is that the
race is run so early in a horse's 3-year-old season. Though the
methods employed by trainers to point a horse to the Derby
have changed dramatically over the years, the date of the race is
the constant.
It simply is not the same to win the race at a time of year when
many 3-year-olds have not even celebrated their actual third
birthday as it will be for whoever wins the race in September.
By September, many horses will have made more starts and
raced longer distances than many previous Derby starters and
winners, particularly in recent years.
In addition, most horses that were being pointed to the Derby
will now have to be rested, then geared back up for a race in
early September.
For these, and other reasons, comparing the 2020 Derby victor
to past winners will not only be impossible but illogical.
For this year, and this year only, I suggest Churchill change the
name of the race. Call it the Louisville Derby or Jefferson County
Derby. Do not put the horse's name on Churchill Downs, do not
inscribe the name on the collectible Derby glass, and do not
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adorn the winner with a garland of roses.
Do not list those connected to the horse--the owner, breeder,
trainer, jockey, sire--as having been part of a Derby winner.
Instead let them be celebrated as the connections of the winner
of the "race to be named later," a significant accomplishment in
a year in which the racing calendar was thrown a nasty
curveball.
Let 2020 be the year the Derby was not run. The history books
will note the coronavirus was the reason.
It is hard for a Kentuckian, a lover of racing and its traditions,
to suggest such a thing. But it actually is holding on to tradition-that Derby winners are paraded in the winner's circle the first
Saturday in May.

B.E.S.T. SUPPORTING NYRA=S BACKSTRETCH
COMMUNITY
In every crisis, it=s possible to find examples of kindness and
generosity, of people reaching out to help total strangers out of
the goodness of their heart. To focus attention on the many
people in the industry who have stepped forward to help those
who have been impacted by the coronavirus, the TDN has
launched a series that we hope will put a smile on your face
during these difficult times. We=ll do our best to bring you a little
bit of good news every day.
The importance of the Backstretch Employee Service Team of
New York (B.E.S.T.) is more pronounced than ever with live
racing at Aqueduct Racetrack suspended until further notice due
to changing circumstances in the racing community relative to
the coronavirus (COVID-19).
Led by Executive Director Paul Ruchames from Cottage 28B on
the Belmont Park backstretch, B.E.S.T.'s staff of 15 fulltime
workers and a lengthy list of volunteers have worked diligently
throughout the year to support the backstretch workers who
care for the horses stabled at Belmont Park and Saratoga Race
Course.
AWithout our backstretch workers, racing could not happen.
They are essential to the sport of horse racing,@ said Ruchames.
AWaking up at 3 a.m., they care daily for the horses through all
types of weather and through difficult hours. It's a job that takes
a physical toll, but they work with a great compassion for the
animal.@ Cont. p10
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B.E.S.T. operates on an annual budget in excess of $2.2 million
which is funded mainly by the New York Racing Association, Inc.
(NYRA) and the New York Thoroughbred Horsemen's Association
(NYTHA), along with public donations and grants from private
foundations.
The non-profit organization is home to the B.E.S.T. Health
Center, located on the Belmont backstretch, and is tasked with
providing backstretch workers free health care, life insurance,
drug and mental health counseling, as well as food and clothing.
AWe've stopped seeing people in our office as much as
possible to stay in line with social distancing,@ said Ruchames.
AInstead of having group counseling or individual sessions in
person, we are now having phone counseling in its place.
AIf you're feeling sick, we ask workers to call us,@ added
Ruchames. AAnd we encourage everyone to follow the basic
precautions of handwashing for at least 20 seconds. Use hand
sanitizer if you have it and practice social distancing. If you have
a family member who has tested positive to let us know and
self-quarantine.@
B.E.S.T. is currently directing backstretch workers feeling
symptoms of the coronavirus, or in need of other care, to
contact the Elmont Health Center, a Federally Qualified Health
Center, located across the street from Gate 5 at 161 Hempstead
Turnpike. Backstretch workers should call the Elmont Health
Center [516-571-8200] in advance before heading to the clinic.
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The cost of building a negative pressure room at the B.E.S.T.
Health Center at Belmont is estimated at $12,000.
ABuilding a negative pressure room at our clinic at Belmont is
vital to our ability to operate and manage the care of the
extensive backstretch community,@ said Ruchames. AIt will be
important to have this type of room to isolate patients that
come in with a cough and know that they're not spreading it. It's
important not only now with the pandemic, but for any issues
that may come up in the future. It's a critical cog in being able to
treat this epidemic and future ones.@
Donations would also go a long way towards expanding the
staff and clinic hours available to tend to the New York
backstretch community.
AClearly, for the next year, a lot more staff will be needed to
care for the community as we continue to battle the coronavirus
pandemic,@ said Ruchames.
Ruchames is a key member of NYRA's Preparedness and
Response Plan Committee, comprised of NYRA staff members as
well as representatives from NYTHA and the New York Race
Track Chaplaincy of America (NYRTCA). The committee has
closely assessed developments regarding the coronavirus for the
past several weeks to develop protocols following the most
up-to-date health guidance established by the New York State
Department of Health and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
to monitor and manage both the Aqueduct and Belmont
properties.
During this time of uncertainty, Ruchames said B.E.S.T. is
working together with all industry partners to better the social
and physical welfare of backstretch employees.
AWe must all work together to care for each other and help
stem the spread of the coronavirus,@ said Ruchames.
For more information about B.E.S.T. and to learn about
volunteer or donation options, please visit
https://www.bestbackstretch.org/donate.
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Ruchames said the health care needs of the community will
only increase over the coming months and he is hoping to raise
money to build a negative pressure room at both the Belmont
and Saratoga clinics. A negative pressure isolation room is
commonly used for patients with airborne infections and works
by re-circulating air, through a filter, outside of the clinic.
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NETFLIX, ANYONE?
In these days of self-isolation, the need to find your next great
TV series or movie is greater than ever. We asked some industry
folks what they=re watching these days, and for their top
recommendations to last us until we can leave our homes again.
Pull up a couch!
ANNE ARCHER HINKLE
I just watched Shawshank Redemption the other night. It=s on
Netflix right now. It=s a classic, timeless movie that celebrates
friendship and perseverance - a perfect film for the current
situation!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hB3S9bIaco
DAVID ANDERSON
I am in lockdown in Florida with my 17-year-old daughter
Lauren, who is home from school in Connecticut. We were
flipping through Netflix and I asked her if she had ever seen
Shawshank Redemption? Surprisingly to me, she said she had
never heard of it?! We watched it and she said it is one of the
greatest movies she's ever seen!! Made me feel like maybe I'm
not so old and uncool after all!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hB3S9bIaco
CARRIE BROGDEN
The Man from Snowy River of course!!! I truly believe this
movie is the reason I married an Australian. Incredible views
and scenery, amazing horsemanship (yes that was actually him
riding!). Great love story ....
Click here to watch my favorite part!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAEIbUmhloM
MIKE PALMER, CANDYLAND FARM
I=m not sure everyone will remember but Phar Lap was the best
by far, but in these times we=re in maybe Secretariat is a feel
good story? Food for thought!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXFJY_2DPo8&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fjiV4PlzV5M
JACK BROTHERS, HIDDEN BROOK FARM
Perpetual Grace
(Epix original series)
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ELIZABETH BLYTHE
Champions (true story of Bob Champion & Aldaniti); Keeping
Mum (Maggie Smith); How About You (Vanessa Redgrave).
Series: Tenko (1981-84). Saw this on A & E years ago.
Some other good series current or recently on PBS here: A Place
To Call Home (Australian drama); 800 Words (set in NZ); Les
Miserables (best production of this classic I=ve seen).
AMANDA CRELIN, TDN ADVERTISING DESIGNER
I always love watching anything that can make me laugh,
especially during a time like this. One of my favorite standup
comedy routines is Ellen DeGeneres: Here and Now (2003). You
can watch the full HBO special on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_W9JZkHdCdA
Ellen also has a Netflix standup special called Ellen DeGeneres:
Relatable (2018).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWJvNd9JMlU
As far as movies, I recently watched Knives Out On Demand,
which I guess I would describe as a modern day Clue. I found the
movie to be far better than the trailer makes it out to be.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGqiHJTsRkQ&t=43s
Stay safe, everyone!
AMIE NEWCOMB, TDN ADVERTISING ASSISTANT
Good Girls is one of my current favorite TV shows. It features
three average suburban moms who get tangled up in a world of
crime while trying to solve their money problems. It=s funny,
smart, suspenseful and has a great cast. I also love the music
choices that accompany the show. You can catch up on seasons
one and two on Netflix. Season three is currently airing on NBC,
Sunday nights at 10:00 p.m. ET.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXJdwEtqaSs
As far as movies go, I=ve been enjoying a lot of throwbacks from
the >90=s and early 00=s. Next up for me is Mrs. Doubtfire.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqxpC_jYncE
BRIAN DIDONATO, TDN RACING EDITOR
The first season of The Outsider, which just concluded on HBO,
was really well done and definitely worth a watch--maybe
during the day, though. Succession is another HBO must watch
if you haven=t already seen it. Ozark on Netflix will appeal to
Breaking Bad fans, and season three drops Friday. Fleabag is
great for something closer to a comedy, though it=s not exactly
uplifting. I got roped into watching Love Is Blind, and will admit
it was easy to get lost in.
JUSTINA SEVERNI, TDN SOCIAL MEDIA STRATEGIST
Fleabag, Luther, Sherlock, Schitt=s Creek, Killing Eve
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KRISTEN LOMASSON, TDN ADVERTISING ASSISTANT
My go-to for distracting entertainment is stand-up comedy,
most recently watching Sebastian Maniscalco=s special, AAren=t
You Embarassed?@ on Amazon Prime. He also has three other
specials on Netflix available. I am keeping up with Curb Your
Enthusiasm on HBO, but older seasons are available on Amazon
Prime. My current favorite show, Schitt=s Creek, is in its last
season on TV, but the previous seasons are available on Netflix
and are definitely binge-worthy.
JESSICA MARTINI, TDN EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
If you=re a fan of cold-weather who-dunnits, I=d recommend
Shetland and, if your Finnish isn=t great and you don=t mind
reading your TV, Deadwind. I also enjoy The Magicians. If
people still watch network TV, Stumptown on ABC is a good
watch, too.
LARRY COLLMUS, TRACK ANNOUNCER
I just finished Jack Ryan on Amazon Prime. I have also become
addicted to the New York Times Spelling Bee game.
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SUE FINLEY, TDN PUBLISHER
I had been looking forward to The Hunters, the new show on
Netflix about Nazi Hunters in America in the 70s and 80s. But I
watched two episodes and decided this wasn=t the time I
needed more stress in my life. I agree with Becky Thomas and
Kristen Lomasson that Curb Your Enthusiasm is about the only
thing that completely takes your mind off things right now. I also
plowed through Netflix=s new Virgin River in under a week. And
I can=t wait for season 2 of After Life on April 24...especially if
we=re still inside.
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Headley and Price Bell knew the tourists couldn=t come to Mill Ridge, so they brought Mill Ridge
into their homes in today=s virtual stable tour. Click the photo above to watch.
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USVI TO SERVE AS HOME TO TRAINING PROGRAM
IN ADVANCED HORSE CARE
Edited Press Release

UPENN RESEARCHERS LAUNCHING STUDY ON
LASIX, BISPHOSPHONATES= IMPACT ON
CATASTROPHIC INJURIES
Edited Press Release
Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania=s School of
Veterinary Medicine are launching a novel study exploring
possible effects resulting from the combined use of furosemide,
commonly known as Lasix, and bisphosphonates in equine
athletes. Led by Dr. Mary Robinson, assistant professor of
veterinary pharmacology and director of the Equine
Pharmacology Laboratory at Penn Vet=s New Bolton Center, the
study is poised to be the first comprehensive analysis of the two
drugs that, when used concurrently, could be capable of
diminishing bone integrity and compromising cardiac function in
racehorses.
AThe beauty of this study is that it will use a multi-disciplinary
approach to assess the interaction between these two drugs
that we know are administered to racehorses,@ said Robinson.
ABy coupling our state-of-the art imaging technologies with the
scope of expertise among the other investigators on this project,
we will be able to produce solid, unbiased data that will address
some of the unknowns surrounding the use of these
medications.@
Also used in human medicine to treat heart conditions, Lasix is
known to cause a short-term loss of calcium and increase the
risk of fractures in human patients. But because horses can
quickly recover from a calcium deficit, Lasix alone is unlikely to
be the root cause for catastrophic, racing related breakdowns
which.
AAs racehorse owners and enthusiasts, we have a deep love for
the sport and for our horses. There are so many theories about
injuries--it=s a constant concern--and there=s so much to learn,
but yet very little has been done in this area in order to so,@ said
Gretchen Jackson of Lael Stables. AUltimately, we hope this
research will empower us, as an industry, to make more
informed decisions or exercise a greater degree of confidence in
how we care for these animals that mean so much to us.@

St. Croix=s Golden Grove Correctional Facility | viconsortium.com

The US Virgin Islands Bureau of Corrections has partnered with
the Virgin Islands Equestrian Equine Therapy Project, Inc.
(VIEETP), to provide The Elite Program, a training course in horse
care and horse training, to eligible inmates at the Golden Grove
Correctional Facility in St. Croix.
The goal of the program is to provide job skills and equine
assisted therapy to incarcerated men and women thereby
lowering the rate of recidivism and increasing wage-earning
opportunities for the inmates upon release.
Horse behavior, anatomy and physiology, first aid, ground
training, and stable management are part of the basic
curriculum preparing successful program participants to work in
many positions in the equine business including as racetrack
grooms, farriers, vet techs, and barn managers. All horses in the
program will be retired Thoroughbred racehorses.
"This is a unique and exciting set of circumstances," said C.
Reid McLellan, Executive Director of The Elite Program that
teaches Groom Elite certification courses to backstretch workers
in racing jurisdictions across the mainland United States, as well
as to inmates in a number of Thoroughbred Retirement
Foundation prison-based programs. "We will be able to nurture
the strong passion for horses that already exists on the island."
Carolyn Smith, founder of the Virgin Islands Equestrian Equine
Therapy Project, Inc. (VIEETP) has been involved with horses in
the Virgin Islands her entire life and is thrilled that the program
has support from Governor Albert Bryan Jr., his administration,
in particular the Bureau of Corrections, and the horsemen in the
Virgin Islands.
Cont. p14
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"We have plans to create a sustainable, thriving equinecentered economy where horses are part of competitive riding
programs, training programs for jockeys and backstretch
workers, equine therapy programs for disabled people, and
equine learning programs in our schools and for at-risk youth,"
said Smith. "Thoroughbreds are already beloved on the island
and these programs will help turn that passion towards
economic progress for the island.@
The program will begin in the near future on the grounds of
the correctional facility where board fencing, a teaching area
and shelter will be erected. Not only will the inmate participants
be involved in horsemanship training, they will also launch a
unique sustainable agricultural project growing peanut hay on
the grounds of the correctional facility.
"This program could not have come at a better time," said
Wynnie Testamark, Director of the Virgin Islands Bureau of
Corrections. "We are in the process of reviewing the strengths
and challenges of each of our inmates and this program will
provide an effective avenue for success in our increasing
concentration on reentry and rehabilitation. I am impressed
with the success that the program has had in other U.S.
facilities."
In addition to providing vocational training to incarcerated
islanders, The Elite Program will be able to offer programs that
will also give local citizens advanced and highly marketable
horse care and training skills.
"As the island of St. Croix prepares for horse racing at a
recognized level, training for its citizens to work at the track and
provide for the horses when their racing careers are over will be
necessary," said Smith. "This program will pave the way for
success."
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Tuesday, March 24, 2020

Sunday=s Results:
2nd-Nakayama, -9,680,000 ($87,370), Maiden, 3yo, 1200m,
1:12, ft.
SUI (f, 3, Candy Ride {Arg}--Eltimaas, by Ghostzapper) was a
wide-trip eighth behind the impressive future SW Cafe Pharoah
(American Pharoah) debuting over 1800 meters at this track in
December, but turned in a much-improved effort when cut back
to seven furlongs at Toyko Feb. 23. Down even further in trip
here as the 24-5 third choice, the half-sister to Eclipse Awardwinning sprinter and current Japanese-based sire Drefong (Gio
Ponti), MGISW, $1,538,385, jumped alertly and made a
relatively easy lead beneath visiting jockey Lyle Hewitson. Held
together on the turn, she was a bit tardy in switching leads in
the lane, but kept on well en route to a four-length victory.

SECOND-CROP STARTERS TO WATCH: TUESDAY, MARCH 24
Dramedy (Distorted Humor), Sau, private
29 foals of racing age/5 winners/1 black-type winner
2-Will Rogers Downs, Msw 5 1/2f, DRAMACIDE, 8-1

Follow the TDN staff on Twitter
Thoroughbred Daily News

Sui | ThoroStride photo

Sui is out of an unraced half-sister to champion juvenile Action
This Day (Kris S.) and cost Carlo Vaccarezza $300,000 from the
Machmer Hall/Select Sales draft at Keeneland September.
Consigned by Top Line Sales to last year=s OBS March Sale, the
Jan. 25 foal fetched $675,000 from Katsumi Yoshida after
breezing in :10 flat. Eltimaas, a $600,000 KEESEP grad, is the
dam of a yearling colt by Curlin and was most recently bred to
Medaglia d=Oro. Lifetime Record: 3-1-0-0, $50,540.
O-Kazumi Yoshida; B-Machmer Hall, Carrie & Craig Brogden (KY);
T-Hirofumi Toda.
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Colt o/o Shirl’s Soul

Colt o/o Bourbon Gleam

Colt o/o Risky Agenda

JERSEY TOWN – BEES, BY RAHY | FEE:
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Photos by Frances J. Karon
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ALLOWANCE RESULTS:
8th-Will Rogers Downs, $25,080, (S), 3-23, (NW2L), 3yo/up,
f/m, 5 1/2f, 1:05.23, my.
SWEET MARY M (f, 3, Alternation--So Sweet, by More Than
Ready) Lifetime Record: 7-2-3-0, $69,511. O/B-Hal Browning &
Dave Faulkner (OK); T-Kari Craddock.
3rd-Will Rogers Downs, $23,524, 3-23, (NW1X), 3yo/up, 6f,
1:11.72, my.
MAN U (g, 6, Silver Haze--Pomeroy Girl, by Pomeroy) Lifetime
Record: 20-6-4-2, $91,261. O/T-Michael E. Biehler; B-Steven T.
Cook (OK).

ALTERNATION, Sweet Mary M, f, 3, o/o So Sweet, by More Than
Ready. ALW, 3-23, Will Rogers
SILVER HAZE, Man U, g, 6, o/o Pomeroy Girl, by Pomeroy. ALW,
3-23, Will Rogers
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LEMISTA PREVAILS
IN PARK EXPRESS

OP/ED: CREATING DEMAND DURING &
AFTER THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC By Jack Cantillon
We are in the midst of a global pandemic unprecedented in
modern times. The global stock market is plummeting. Lives are
being lost before their time right across the globe, numbers
compounding by the day. A trivial question emerges--but an
acutely important one for those in our industry--who is going to
buy our horses?
The global financial crisis saw yearling prices drop more than
40% overnight. It's not unrealistic to see a similar drop this year
and we need to face that reality now, not later. However, there
is a difference. The collapse of Lehman Brothers into
bankruptcy, seen by many as the tipping point of the global
financial crisis, took place on Sept. 15, 2008 in the middle of the
Northern Hemisphere sales season.
Cont. p2

Lemista | Racingfotos.com

Monday=s G3 Lodge Park Stud Irish EBF Park Express S. looked
one for the 3-year-olds beforehand and so it proved as Lemista
(Ire) (Raven=s Pass) mastered the Naas feature. Relishing heavy
ground to win on her third start over this mile trip at Gowran
Park on her juvenile finale in October, the bay who sports the
Sean Jones silks was one of two from Ger Lyons=s yard and the
least-expected but duly exited with the bragging rights. Settled
in third early by Chris Hayes, the 8-1 shot was committed on the
lead passing the two-furlong marker and galloped resolutely as
her heavily-supported stablemate Even So (Ire) (Camelot (GB)
and the year-older Hamariyna (Ire) (Sea the Moon {Ger})
pressed on either side. At the line, she had a 3/4-of-a-length
margin to spare over the latter, who with her penalty and
weight-for-age was surrendering a huge 19-pound advantage to
the 3-year-olds. Backed to the exclusion of all else, the 5-6
favourite Even So was a neck further behind in third looking as if
a step up in trip would suit.
Ger Lyons=s brother Shane commented, AWe=re very happy
with her. We had to throw her into that race with the way the
ground is, as we know she wants a mile and a half and you need
a horse with stamina for that ground. Our horses are forward,
but without having a run you don=t know how forward they are
until they go to the track. This filly and Even So were working
well at home, so you can=t leave them at home when there is a
Pattern race like that. Chris [Hayes] said she=d appreciate better
ground to be able to use her long stride. Stepping up trip, I think
she is an exciting filly.@ Cont. p2

IN TDN AMERICA TODAY
BRAD WEISBORD ON THE CORONAVIRUS
In a Letter to the Editor, Brad Weisbord of Elite Sales details his
own experience after contracting the coronavirus. Click or tap
here to go straight to TDN America.
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G3 Park Express S. Cont. from p1
Lyons is looking at the Classics with the first and third and
added, AShe could be aimed at the Oaks. We never thought
she=d be a Guineas filly, trip-wise. Since February onwards we=ve
been very happy and we=re just delighted she=s gone and done
it. The other filly [Even So] has run a cracker too. She got a little
bit tired half a furlong from home and with her being down the
inside where the ground is deader it just found her out. Better
ground, and stepping up a couple of furlongs as well, she=ll be a
nice filly. She is in the Guineas, but I don=t know if she=d be quick
enough and both of them could go for Oaks trials.@

Creating Demand Cont. from p1
Today, we're seeing the first flowers
of spring. If we proactively plan for
the worst now, we have a chance to
protect our industry from the
challenges when our yearling sales
begin: indeed, with agility planning
we could assist our breeze-up
consigners. We need ideas. Horses
are, of course, bred in crops two years
in advance. We have our supply, we
now urgently need to fix the demand.

Pedigree Notes
Lemista is the first runner for the dam, who is a half-sister to
the G3 Prix de Meautry scorer and prolific listed-winning
sprinter and soft-ground lover Indian Maiden (Ire) (Indian Ridge
{Ire}). She is in turn the dam of two smart performers in Love
Spirit (GB) (Elusive City) and Maid in India (Ire) (Bated Breath
{GB}), with the latter winning last year=s G3 Dubai International
Airport World Trophy. From the family of the GI Kentucky Derby,
GI Santa Anita Derby and GI Santa Anita Oaks heroine Winning
Colors (Caro {Ire}) and the G1 Japan Cup and G1 Takarazuka
Kinen-winning sire Tap Dance City (Pleasant Tap), she has the 2year-old filly Mummy Bear (Ire) (Kodi Bear {Ire}) and a yearling
colt by Australia (GB).
Monday, Naas, Ireland
LODGE PARK STUD IRISH EBF PARK EXPRESS S.-G3, i77,500,
Naas, 3-23, 3yo/up, f/m, 8fT, 1:49.62, s/h.
1--LEMISTA (IRE), 123, f, 3, by Raven=s Pass
1st Dam: Shortmile Lady (Ire), by Arcano (Ire)
2nd Dam: Jinsiyah, by Housebuster
3rd Dam: Minifah, by Nureyev
1ST BLACK TYPE WIN, 1ST GROUP WIN. (i16,000 Wlg >17
GOFNOV). O-Sean Jones & David Spratt & Mrs Lynne Lyons;
B-Drumlin Bloodstock (IRE); T-Ger Lyons; J-Chris Hayes.
i46,500. Lifetime Record: 4-2-0-0, $58,788. Werk Nick
Rating: A++. Click for the eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree.
2--Hamariyna (Ire), 142, f, 4, Sea the Moon (Ger)--Hanakiyya
(Ire), by Danehill Dancer (Ire). O-H.H. Aga Khan; B-His Highness
the Aga Khan=s Studs S.C. (IRE); T-Mick Halford. i15,500.
3--Even So (Ire), 123, f, 3, Camelot (GB)--Breeze Hill (Ire), by
Danehill. O-Mrs John Magnier & Mrs Paul Shanahan; B-Lynch
Bages (IRE); T-Ger Lyons. i7,750.
Margins: 3/4, NK, 3/4. Odds: 8.00, 16.00, 0.80.
Also Ran: Miss Myers (Ire), Raven=s Cry (Ire), Cerro Bayo (Ire),
Blissful (Ire), Kiss For A Jewel (Ire), Annie Fior (Ire). Click for the
Racing Post result or the free Equineline.com catalogue-style
pedigree. Video, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

Jack Cantillon

the sales grounds at Tattersalls | Tattersalls

All industry participants are affected by this loss of demand. I
believe we need a Thoroughbred COVID-19 co-operative to
protect our participants. A co-operative is a private business
organization that is owned and controlled by the people who
use its products, supplies or services. The goal of the
co-operative would be to help as many industry participants as
possible to protect our industry, and keep it resilient for when-and it's when, not if--the brighter days return.
The co-operative would work as follows:
$
owners submit their horses to the fund for assessment;
$
auction houses independently value the horses, thus
utilising their integrity and market knowledge while
complying with any social distancing measures
remaining in place;
$
breeders receive a share of the co-op relative to the
value of horse(s) submitted;
$
trainers tender for the training of horses with their
veterinary, farrier and transportation partners;
Cont. p3
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Op/Ed: Creating Demand Cont.
$
crucially the industry seeks government support for the
project to protect livelihoods in acutely important rural
industry and take advantage of the available
unprecedented crisis funding in a professional manner;
$
build a first-in-class digital product for managing,
following and enjoying the portfolio;
$
a dedicated welfare plan is put in place for the animals
as a central aspect to management;
$
shares in the co-op are offered in two manners to the
public:
1) an equity interest in a prudently managed
Thoroughbred portfolio at the bottom
of the market curve that can offer
prospective gains to investors in the
coming years with a potential
governmental incentive; and
2) a lease interest to those that wish to enjoy
the experience of horse ownership
across a portfolio of horses that would
not previously have been available,
allowing them to support our industry
in a time of hardship--such lease
holders receive incentives from
racecourses bringing them closer to
the sport.
$
bloodstock agents are incentivised to manage, market
and sell the horses as the market improves in 2021 and
2022.
This is, of course, in parallel to the traditional sales structure.
However, it is designed to be complimentary by involving
auction houses for their integrity function and their appraisal
knowledge. The reduction in supply of yearlings at sale will
sustain acceptable median and average figures, which underpin
our equity value of our bloodstock. Cont. p4
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IN TDN AUS/NZ TODAY
GOLDEN TICKET PROVES SHRED INVESTMENT
Golden Sixty (Medaglia d’Oro) is proving his worth after
winning the Hong Kong Derby. Click or tap here to go straight
to TDN Aus/NZ.

A mural at the 2019 Art Basel in Hong Kong | Getty Images
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Op/Ed: Creating Demand Cont.
We should look at the examples already in place such as Art
Basel Hong Kong which, after canceling its fair, will present more
than 2,000 works online with an estimated value of $270
million. It is also predicated on this virus ending--which it will.
It's hoped that the economic damage is not a systemic economic
failure and that economies can rebound in 2021 and beyond.
Of course, given a choice today, I would rather be selling a
horse in 2021 than in 2020 but we need to protect our product
and the current crop of yearlings grazing in the paddocks.
In times of crisis--agility, innovation and cooperation, not
perfection, are the tools we need to get us through this grave
challenge together. We need to start the conversation and begin
the planning. As we sit inside, those conversations need to start
now. Let's stay healthy and together, we can find ways to keep
our industry healthy too.

RESUMPTION OF RACING AOUT OF THE
QUESTION@ ACCORDING TO PASCAL BARY
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come back so soon? That is in three weeks= time and reasonably
you can=t envisage such a thing. Too many people are presently
distressed, the target is to take care of the weakest and racing is
not a priority which is understandable to anyone. If we run by
May 1st, it would be a miracle and that is a very optimistic
prediction.@
CB: What has changed in your training?
PB: AAll the horses are cantering regularly and are in full work.
With the older horses and the 3-year-olds that have started as
juveniles, we don=t do fast work at this stage. We have no idea
when they will run again, but with them it will be easier to bring
them back to the races--I think these horses will be ready
quickly. We don=t know yet how the program will be rewritten,
but I do more work with the unraced 3-year-olds. They need to
be pushed a bit more, to improve steadily and be ready to go to
the races not too late in the season. Two-year-olds are not really
a concern at this stage and they follow the routine they would
usually follow.@

One thing that the French trainers seem to have in common at
present is their opinion that racing will not resume in mid-April.
Claude Beniada spoke to Pascal Bary and he was adamant that
the wait for racing action will be a lot longer than that.
CB: How have the recent measures affected your daily
schedule?
PB: AThey haven=t really. We can continue to train the horses
and in that regard not much has changed. The staff is there, no
one is missing, the tracks are very well maintained and training
continues as usual.@
Pascal & Laurence Bary | Scoop Dyga

CB: Have your employees adapted to the new rules?
PB: AAbsolutely, all of them. We have applied all safety
measures imposed by the government very strictly. They wash
their hands several times, they stay apart when walking in the
yard and when riding out. Considering the circumstances, I feel
that they are all very motivated. They want a quick return to
normal and they feel that their efforts will be rewarded. The
sooner the better.@
CB: Racing is scheduled to resume on Apr. 16th? Does that
seem a possibility to you?
PB: AAbsolutely not. It is out of the question. With all the goingson and the worst still ahead of us, how can you imagine it will

CB: Some names for the season to come?
PB: AI have two older horses I quite like, [the Listed Prix Haras de
Bouquetot winner] Pretreville (Fr) (Acclamation {GB}) who was
supposed to return in the G3 Prix Edmond Blanc but now could
be back in the G2 Prix du Muguet, and the [4-year-old] filly
Bolleville (Ire) (Camelot {GB}) who won the Listed Prix Solitude
and was due to run in the G2 Prix Corrida. Among the threeyear-olds, the filly Greenland (War Front) [an impressive winner
at ParisLongchamp in September] was a candidate for the G3
Prix de la Grotte and Ketil (Karakontie {Jpn}) was being prepared
to run in a Derby prep. Cont. p5
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Pascal Bary Cont.
PB: I also have two maidens that I like, Further Measure (English
Channel), who first ran on Mar. 13th at Chantilly and was an
unlucky fifth. Musical Mast (Mizzen Mast) is a good-looking
individual. He has run only once, last year in that maiden won by
the champion Victor Ludorum (GB) (Shamardal) and the race has
proved a source of top winners. He was still tender at that time
and has wintered well, so we expect nice things hopefully.@

ITBF MEETING CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19
The International Thoroughbred Breeders= Federation General
Meeting, originally slated for June 12-14 in Paris, has been
cancelled due to the coronavirus outbreak, the organization
announced on Monday morning. Replacement dates are
currently being worked on by the ITBF Executive Committee,
with the corresponding June dates in 2021 the most likely
replacement dates. ITBF member countries are encouraged to
send updates on how the coronavirus outbreak is affecting
breeding operations in their respective countries.

CORRECTION: In the Mar. 20 article, French Breeding Season
Approved to Continue, we incorrectly said Loic Malivet was
President of the EFTBA. Malivet is actually president of the
French TBA. We regret the error.

Monday=s Results:
DEVOY S.-Listed, i47,000, Naas, 3-23, 4yo/up, 10fT, 2:23.06,
s/h.
1--NUMERIAN (IRE), 133, g, 4, Holy Roman Emperor (Ire)-Delicate Charm (Ire), by High Chaparral (Ire).
1ST BLACK-TYPE WIN. O-Long Wait Two Partnership;
B-Whisperview Trading Ltd (IRE); T-Joseph O=Brien; J-Declan
McDonogh. i28,200. Lifetime Record: GSP-Ire, 12-3-3-2,
$120,379.
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2--Sir Dragonet (Ire), 138, c, 4, Camelot (GB)--Sparrow (Ire), by
Oasis Dream (GB). >TDN Rising Star=. O-Mrs John Magnier &
Michael Tabor & Derrick Smith; B-Orpendale, Wynatt &
Chelston (IRE); T-Aidan O=Brien.
i9,400.
3--Halimi (Ire), 133, c, 4, Teofilo (Ire)--Vincennes (GB), by King=s
Best. O/B-Godolphin (IRE); T-Jim Bolger.
i4,700.
Margins: 2 3/4, 3/4, 1HF. Odds: 7.50, 0.50, 6.50.
Also Ran: Nickajack Cave (Ire), Brogue (GB), Insignia of Rank
(Ire), Satisfy (Ire).
Coming off Dundalk=s Polytrack to run fifth in the Royal Hunt
Cup over a mile at Royal Ascot in June, Numerian was third in
the Irish Cambridgeshire at The Curragh two starts later before
running second in the Northfields H. over this trip also at that
Kildare venue on Irish Champions weekend. Denied by a head by
Blenheim Palace (Ire) (Galileo {Ire}) when runner-up in the G3
Diamond S. switched back to Dundalk at the end of September,
the bay returned off a gelding operation to show he was still
progressing with this first black-type success.
Running in fourth early, he looked initially as if he would be
left behind by Sir Dragonet as Ballydoyle=s favourite made his
move in early straight but picked up that rival with relative ease
at the furlong pole en route to a commanding score. The dam,
who also has a 2-year-old colt by Fastnet Rock (Aus) and a
yearling colt by Kingston Hill (GB), is related to the G1 St Legerwinning sire Milan (GB) (Sadler=s Wells). Click for the Racing
Post result. Video, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.
Naas, i16,500, Mdn, 3-23, 2yo, 5fT, 1:04.71,
s/h.
POETIC FLARE (IRE) (c, 2, Dawn Approach {Ire}--Maria Lee {Ire},
by Rock of Gibraltar {Ire}), who was well-supported in the
morning and eventually started as the 2-1 joint-favourite, raced
behing the leading quartet from the outset. Shaken up to hit the
front approaching the furlong pole, the homebred gradually
asserted to beat Lippizaner (Uncle Mo) by a half length as they
pulled 4 1/4 lengths clear of the remainder. The runner-up, the
$650,000 KEESEP son of the G1 Schweppes Thousand Guineas
heroine Irish Lights (Aus) (Fastnet Rock {Aus}) and half-brother
to the G2 Silver Shadow S. winner and G1 Golden Rose S.
runner-up Omei Sword (Aus) (High Chaparral {Ire}), was
particularly eye-catching showing abundant pace throughout. AIt
was dead, tacky ground. He was very straightforward and did
that well,@ Jim Bolger said. AHe knew his job. He=ll be a bit better
when he gets better ground and will appreciate stepping up in
trip.@ Poetic Flare is the first 2-year-old winner of 2020 and
emulates his sire who also took this in 2012.
Cont. p6
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Poetic Flare Cont.
The dam, who was sold out of Redmondstown House Stud to
Cormac McCormack for i65,000 at the 2018 Goffs November
Mares Sale, has produced the dual listed scorer Glamorous
Approach (Ire), by Dawn Approach=s sire New Approach (Ire),
SW-Eng, SW & MGSP-Ire, $224,182. Connected to the ownerbreeder=s champion 2-year-old Teofilo (Ire) and the G2 Cape
Verdi and G2 Balanchine winner Poetic Charm (GB) (Dubawi
{Ire}), she has a yearling full-brother to the winner. Lifetime
Record: 1-1-0-0, $10,598. Video, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.
O-Mrs J. S. Bolger; B/T-J. S. Bolger (IRE).
Naas, i15,000, Mdn, 3-23, 3yo, 8fT, 1:51.48, s/h.
RUSSIAN EMPEROR (IRE) (c, 3, Galileo {Ire}--Atlantic Jewel
{Aus} {Ch. 3-year-old Filly-Aus, Ch. Older Mare-Aus,
MG1SW-Aus, $1,559,748}, by Fastnet Rock {Aus}), an
encouraging debut third in a seven-furlong maiden at The
Curragh on his sole start in July, broke well to stalk the early
leaders under cover. Temporarily tapped for toe in mid-straight,
the 2-1 favourite was angled out and made up almost three
lengths in a furlong to collar Lobo Rojo (GB) (Lope de Vega {Ire})
on the line for a short-head success.
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AHe had a lovely run last year, he=s a fine, big colt,@ jockey
Seamie Heffernan said. AWhen he switched out and the penny
dropped he won well. Aidan=s could improve an awful lot, not
through fitness, but just because they hibernate through the
winter. He=s a group horse and if he gets a mile and a half he=s
top notch.@ The winner is the third foal out of the distinguished
dam, who was crowned champion 3-year-old filly and older
mare in Australia by virtue of her successes in the G1 Schweppes
Thousand Guineas, G1 All-Aged S., G1 Caulfield S. and G1
Memsie S. among others. A half-sister to Commanding Jewel
(Aus) (Commands {Aus}) who also captured the Schweppes
Thousand Guineas, she has a 2-year-old full-sister and yearling
full-brother to the winner to follow. Lifetime Record: 2-1-0-1,
$11,677. Video, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.
O-Laurie Macri, Mrs J Magnier, et al; B-Coolmore,Lauri Macri &
Partners (IRE); T-Aidan O=Brien.
HANDICAP RESULT:
Naas, i50,000, 3-23, 3yo, 7fT, 1:33.58, s/h.
IN FROM THE COLD (IRE) (g, 3, Alhebayeb {Ire}-Grandegrandegrande {Ire}, by High Chaparral {Ire}) Lifetime
Record: 14-3-2-3, $69,649. O-L Mulvany; B-Ciara Eglington (IRE);
T-Michael Mulvany. *i7,000 Ylg >18 GOFFEB; i1,000 Ylg >18
TIRSEP.
ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNER:
Woodford General (Ire), g, 3, Gutaifan (Ire)--Oh Sedulous (Ire),
by Lawman (Fr). Naas, 3-23, 6fT, 1:18.16. B-Dubois Holdings
Ltd (IRE). *i120,000 Wlg >17 GOFNOV; i95,000 Ylg >18
GOFOR. *1/2 to Ship of Dreams (Ire) (Lope de Vega {Ire}), SW
& MGSP-Ire.

Russian Emperor | Racing Post

SIRE LISTS

Sponsored by

Leading General Sires by YTD Black-Type Winners
for stallions standing in Europe through Sunday, Mar. 22
Earnings represent worldwide figures, stud fees listed are 2020 fees.
Rank

Stallion

1

Dubawi (Ire)
6
14
6
(2002) by Dubai Millennium (GB) FYR: 2007 Crops: 12
Frankel (GB)
3
7
2
(2008) by Galileo (Ire) FYR: 2014 Crops: 5
New Approach (Ire)
3
4
3
(2005) by Galileo (Ire) FYR: 2010 Crops: 9
Fastnet Rock (Aus)
3
5
1
(2001) by Danehill FYR: 2011 Crops: 8
Teofilo (Ire)
2
5
1
(2004) by Galileo (Ire) FYR: 2009 Crops: 10
Shamardal
2
3
1
(2002) by Giant's Causeway FYR: 2007 Crops: 13
Harbour Watch (Ire)
2
2
1
(2009) by Acclamation (GB) FYR: 2014 Crops: 5
Raven's Pass
2
8
1
(2005) by Elusive Quality FYR: 2010 Crops: 9
Oasis Dream (GB)
2
3
1
(2000) by Green Desert FYR: 2005 Crops: 14
Exceed and Excel (Aus)
1
4
1
(2000) by Danehill FYR: 2006 Crops: 13
Dark Angel (Ire)
1
4
-(2005) by Acclamation (GB) FYR: 2009 Crops: 10
Siyouni (Fr)
1
4
1
(2007) by Pivotal (GB) FYR: 2012 Crops: 7
Iffraaj (GB)
1
3
-(2001) by Zafonic FYR: 2008 Crops: 11
Sea the Stars (Ire)
1
2
1
(2006) by Cape Cross (Ire) FYR: 2011 Crops: 8
Dutch Art (GB)
1
4
-(2004) by Medicean (GB) FYR: 2009 Crops: 10

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

BTW

BTH

GSW

GSH

G1SW

G1SH

Starters Wnrs

Highest Earner

Earnings

13
-1
105 28
2,420,000
5,087,094
Stands: Dalham Hall Stud Eng Fee: ,250,000 Benbatl (GB)
6
1
1
56 12
1,500,000
4,530,201
Stands: Banstead Manor Stud Eng Fee: ,175,000 Call The Wind (GB)
4
-1
58 14
380,000
1,314,970
Stands: Dalham Hall Stud Eng Fee: ,30,000 Magic Lily (GB)
2
--66 21
149,750
1,263,729
Stands: Coolmore Stud Ire Fee: i60,000 Fiano Romano (Aus)
3
-1
61 14
521,636
1,498,292
Stands: Kildangan Stud Ire Fee: i40,000 Exultant (Ire)
1
--101 25
231,000
1,326,124
Stands: Kildangan Stud Ire Fee: Private Zakouski (GB)
1
1
1
52 14
733,785
1,074,137
Stands: Tweenhills Farm & Stud Eng Fee: Psnd Waikuku (Ire)
5
1
1
52
7
400,000
936,517
Stands: Kildangan Stud Ire Fee: i10,000 Matterhorn (Ire)
1
--83 17
127,837
586,169
Stands: Banstead Manor Stud Eng Fee: ,25,000 Catan (Ger)
3
1
1
148 37
248,194
2,290,128
Stands: Kildangan Stud Ire Fee: i40,000 Very Sweet Orange (Aus)
---158 36
600,000
1,857,912
Stands: Yeomanstown Stud Ire Fee: i85,000 Dark Power (Ire)
4
--120 20
147,479
1,226,978
Stands: Haras de Bonneval Fr Fee: i100,000 Infernal Majesty (Fr)
1
--120 27
320,872
1,168,693
Stands: Dalham Hall Stud Eng Fee: ,30,000 Riyazan (Ire)
1
1
1
67 19
695,611
1,141,595
Stands: Gilltown Stud Ire Fee: i150,000 Fifty Stars (Ire)
1
--65 18
430,718
1,065,988
Stands: Cheveley Park Stud Eng Fee: Pvt More Than This (GB)
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GOLDEN SIXTY PROVES
SHREWD INVESTMENT

Golden Sixty is up in time in the Derby | HKJC photo

By Paul Vettise
New Zealand pin-hooking partners Sam Beatson and Ben Foote
don=t agree on everything, but fortunately they were both sold
on a Medaglia D=Oro (USA) colt during a regular buying trip to
Australia.
Riversley Park=s Sam Beatson and Cambridge trainer/trader
Ben Foote have enjoyed a successful purchasing partnership for
a number of years and purchased six youngsters at the 2017
Magic Millions Gold Coast Yearling Sale.
Among them was the son of Medaglia D=Oro, who as Golden
Sixty is now the pin-up boy of Hong Kong racing with his 10th
career win from 11 appearances posted in outstanding style in
the Hong Kong Derby at Sha Tin on Sunday evening.
Golden Sixty was bought by Beatson and Foote out of Element
Hill=s Gold Coast draft for $120,000. He was subsequently sold
for NZ$300,000 at New Zealand Bloodstock=s Ready to Run Sale
to Hong Kong trainer Francis Lui on behalf of owner Stanley
Chan.
AWe buy a lot in partnership together to pinhook to ready to
run sales and trial and we race a few. We went to that Gold
Coast Sale and bought half a-dozen that year,@ Beatson said.
AHe=s the best horse we=ve sold, it would take a fair bit to beat
him, the world is his oyster.
ABen and I are pretty similar in the type of horse we buy. We

do vary a little bit, which is quite good because we can bounce
off each other and one of us can see something in a horse that
the other doesn=t,@ Beatson said. ABasically, he was a real athlete
and he wasn=t going to be a 2-year-old for that early Magic
Millions Sale and we thought if we got him home, and with the
pedigree that he=s got that we=d do well.
AHe=s by Medaglia D=Oro, who is a superstar sire, and we paid
$120,000 for him and we thought we=d bought well at the time,
but you never know until things progress. We were happy with
what we bought him for and when we sold him we turned a
good profit as well.@
Element Hill=s Josh Hutchins agreed with Beatson=s early
summation of Golden Sixty, who was always going to need a
degree of patience.
ATo be honest, he was probably a bit light but he was athletic.
He was a nice enough yearling and needed a bit of time to
mature and develop,@ he said. AThe guys at Riversley identified
him as a lovely pin-hook and they were correct.
AThey saw something in him that obviously ticked all their
boxes, but he always presented as that horse that would need a
little bit of time. I would have thought he might have made a
little bit more, but he probably just wasn=t quite ready and you
could tell he was going to develop a lot which he=s obviously
done.@
Golden Sixty=s dam Gaudeamus (USA) (Distorted Humor {USA})
resides on Element Hill=s Queensland farm and unfortunately
isn=t in foal.

Golden Sixty as a yearling | Magic Millions
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CapitalistBGaudeamus filly | Element Hill

AShe=s got a lovely Capitalist filly at foot that=s just been
weaned. She is probably one of the best foals out of the mare
and we=re a bit undecided whether we keep her or sell, but
she=ll probably be kept as she=s the first filly we=ve had,@
Hutchins said. AShe didn=t get in foal to Trapeze Artist, but we=ve
still got the mare and we=ll still get a few more foals out of her. I
would think that the next one presented at a sale will be well
sought after, especially by the Hong Kong buyers.@
Gaudeamus, who won the G2 Leopardstown Debutante S. and
the Listed Woodpark & Ballysheehan Studs S., is from the family
of the multiple Group 1 winner and sire Hector Protector (USA),
whose sister Bosra Sham (USA), was a winner of three elite level
races.
Golden Sixty is one of a host of top-class gallopers to have
gone through Beatson=s system.
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AWe knew he could gallop and because he was quite busy we
never pushed him at all and let him do it on his own. He went
into the breeze-up with one decent gallop and a couple of
three-quarters and he showed us he was pretty quick.
AYou never know, they=re only going 200 metres, but whatever
he did, he did well and was fast. You=re always hoping they=ve
got that engine and a turn of foot at the end of races.@
Beatson said Golden Sixty=s Ready to Run Sale price tag was in
line with their pre-auction expectations.
AHe was about spot on where we though he would be in the
market. After his breeze-up he X-Rayed well and he had a
pedigree to go with it. He=s by Medaglia d=Oro out of mare who
won a Group 2 as a 2-year-old. We were happy with what we
got and we were expecting it.@
Following his sale, Golden Sixty joined Grahame Richardson=s
Matamata stable and had three trials, winning the last of them
over 1030 metres at Te Teko in August, 2018, before relocating
to Lui=s Hong Kong stable.
AI remember Cameron Lammas getting off him at the trials
that day and he said to me, he=s a real Derby horse,@ Richardson
said. AMy job is to educate them and make sure they are doing
things right when they get over there. They are not over-tried or
pushed and have been taught properly to race.@

Dreamforce’s Win Boost for Boutique
TDN AusNZ–Coronavirus Daily Update

ADundeel is the best horse I=ve broken in. I did Prince Of
Penzance, the G1 Melbourne Cup winner, but he was no
Dundeel,@ he said. AI=ve broken in a lot of Group 1 winners and
I=ve been meaning to count them all up, but it would be close to
40.@

Winning Double for Kia Ora Stud
Perfectly Ready Passes Away
Australian Trips Off for NZ Stars

Work in Progress
When Beatson began the early education of Golden Sixty, it
soon became apparent he was a horse that would require
patience.
AWithout being naughty, he was a really busy horse. The more
work we did with him the better he was, but he did take a lot
early and he didn=t like working beside another horse,@ he said.
AThey=ve done a great job training him because he seems to
relax. Horses like him we spend a fair bit of time with just
trotting them around. He wasn=t straight forward, but he wasn=t
a rogue, he just had a few little quirks.

Date
Mar. 28

AUSTRALIAN GROUP 1 RACES B 2020
Race
Track
G1 Tancred S.
Rosehill
G1 Vinery Stud S.
Rosehill

THE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Apr. 4
G1 The Star Doncaster Mile S.
G1 T J Smith S.
G1 Harrolds Australian Derby

Randwick
Randwick
Randwick

