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CLEARANCE RATE
IMPROVES AS OBS MARCH
CONCLUDES

He continued, AIn 2018, we sold 87 horses for equal to or less
than $50,000 and we sold 117 this year [at that level]. We were
happy to see that--horses got sold at all levels. On the other end,
we had two horses that brought over $800,000 and this year we
had six, so there was growth on both ends. We felt really good
about that.@
Year-to-year comparisons are somewhat inexact due to last
year=s statistics factoring in post-sale transactions further past
the conclusion of the sale and the 2019 stats subject to change
for the same reason, but the cumulative average and median
were both down for 2019. A large factor in the dips, however,
was a much-improved clearance rate. Based on current figures,
the average dropped 12.6% to $143,762 from $164,494 and the
median dipped 23.8% from $105,000 to $80,000, but the RNA
rate this time around was just 23.1% compared to 29.2% 12
months ago and can only drop further after additional post-sale
transactions are recorded. Cont. p3

IN TDN EUROPE TODAY
Session-topping hip 422 | Photos by Z

by Steve Sherack & Brian DiDonato
OCALA, FL--The Ocala Breeders= Sales Company=s two-day March
Sale of 2-Year-Olds in Training concluded Wednesday with dips
in average and median but a significantly improved RNA rate
that hinted at increased strength in the middle market and
further adjustments made by both buyers in sellers since the
auction was opened up and expanded in 2015.
Wednesday=s session--topped by a $900,000 son of Medaglia
d=Oro purchased by D.J. Stable and Cash Is King from King=s
Equine--saw 147 juveniles change hands for gross receipts of
$21,291,000 at an average of $144,837 and $95,000 median.
The RNA rate was 25.4%.
The cumulative gross was $44,422,500 on 309 sold versus a
gross of $42,275,000 on 257 transactions in 2018.
AI think there was activity at all levels,@ said OBS Director of
Sales Tod Wojciechowski. AWe sold more horses than we sold
last year, and while the average and median both dipped a little
bit, with us selling about 50 more horses than we did last year,
30 of those horses were less than or equal to $50,000.@

ALTIOR AS BRAVE AS HE IS BRILLIANT
Altior (Ire) (High Chaparral {Ire}) claimed another G1 Betway
Queen Mother Champion Chase during the second day of the
Cheltenham Festival. Emma Berry has the details. Click or tap
here to go straight to TDN Europe.
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JAYWALK PARTNERS GO FOR GOLD

7

Already the owners of reigning champion 2-year-old filly Jaywalk
(Cross Traffic), Leonard Green’s D J Stable and Charles Zacney’s
Cash Is King LLC teamed up to acquire Wednesday’s session-topper
at the OBS March Sale, a son of Medaglia d’Oro–Rashnaa (Tapit),
who was consigned to the sale by Raul and Martha Reyes’s King’s
Equine agency.

NATIONAL HBPA CONVENTION BEGINS
The discussion of horse racing-related statistical data and the
ease, cost and availability of that data remained a hot-button
issue as the National HBPA Convention opened Wednesday
in Clearwater Beach, Florida.

15
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AAs for his own consignment, de Meric added, AWe were very
blessed. The horses showed up and performed well. We are
leaving here feeling very good about ourselves.@
This crop of freshman sires has been particularly buzzed about,
and the money came for progeny by a diverse group of them at
OBS March. Cont. p4

|
Photos by Z

N ick de Meric | Photos by Z

OBS March cont.
AMore and more, I think [the March sale] continues to gain
momentum and people understand that there=s something for
everyone here in March from the old [select] format to the new
format,@ Wojciechowski said. AThat has been a little bit of a
learning curve, but it seems like everyone=s starting to get on
board with it.@
West Point Thoroughbreds secured both the sale=s top priced
colt--a $2-million son of Tapit (consigned by Sequel Bloodstock,
agent for Chester & Mary Broman)--and filly, a $850,000
daughter of freshman sire The Big Beast (consigned by Ocala
Stud). Newcomer HRH Prince Sultan Bin Mishal Al Saud was the
sale=s leading buyer, purchasing eight head for a total of $3.05
million, topped by a $650,000 Speightstown filly.
Eddie Woods led all consignors with 18 horses sold for gross
receipts of $4.317 million. Kings Equine checked in second with
10 horses sold for a total of $3.625 million.
The de Meric Sales consignment was also among the leaders
with 22 juveniles sold for a total of $3.215 million, including a
$600,000 American Pharoah filly and a $470,000 Fast Anna filly.
AKicking off the season is never the easiest thing to do because
everybody is aware that there=s a deep pool of horses to follow
these, but I would have to describe this as a very healthy
market,@ consignor Nick de Meric said upon the conclusion of
the sale back at Barn 12. AThere=s a lot of demand for the elite
offerings and I was encouraged that there seems to be a better
middle market than we sometimes dare expect at this sale.
There was a pretty healthy aftermarket, too. Even when horses
didn=t get done in the ring, there were plenty getting done
afterwards. At the end of the day, we=ve got to call it a big
success.@
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*Champion 2YO
*Grade 1 winning 3YO
*By Pioneerof The Nile
*Siring super first foals
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OBS March cont.
First-crop stallions with at least one juvenile to sell for
$200,000 or more included The Big Beast, Palace Malice,
American Pharoah, Tapiture, Fast Anna, Commissioner, Wicked
Strong, Karakontie (Jpn), Constitution, Majestic City, Carpe Diem
and Bayern.
At last year=s sale, 17 horses brought $500,000 or more--14
reached that plateau in 2019. Three horses this year sold for
more than last term=s $875,000 topper.
AAdditionally, it=s worth pointing out that of the two
highest-priced horses--the $2-million horse went in :10 1/5,
which was 3/5 off of the fastest breeze of the sale; and the
$1.2-million horse went in :21 1/5, which was 4/5 off the fastest
of the sale,@ Wojciechowski said. ABuyers can certainly discern
between fast times and quality and pedigree.@
Wojciechowski has a positive outlook heading into the
remainder of 2-year-old sales season: AThere=s certainly still
some polarity in the market, but we felt good about seeing a
little bit less of that here. We hope that continues on into [the
April Sale of 2-Year-Olds in Training Apr. 23-26] and again those
horses will cover the gamut from what=s perceived to be the
very highest to all other levels. We feel good about it, and I think
it=s a good start for our season.@

OBS MARCH SALE – WEDNESDAY’S TOP COLTS
HIP

SIRE | DAM

422

Medaglia d=Oro--Rashnaa
900,000
Breeder: Town and Country Horse Farms &
Pollock Farms (KY)
Consignor: King=s Equine, agent
Purchaser: D. J. Stable LLC & Cash is King
Palace Malice--Miss Always Ready
850,000
($160,000 yrl >18 KEESEP)
Breeder: Three Chimneys Farm (KY)
Consignor: Pick View LLC, Agent II
Purchaser: Mike Ryan, agent
Discreet Cat--Staria
525,000
($85,000 yrl >18 BARSEL; $21,000 wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Jack & Susan Duarte, William Snowden &
Richard Scelfo (KY)
Consignor: Eddie Woods, Agent VIII
Purchaser: OXO Equine LLC

325

495

PRICE ($)
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WEDNESDAY’S TOP FILLIES

\Wednesday Toppers cont.
319

410

418

American Pharoah--Mary=s Follies
475,000
Breeder: Paul P Pompa (KY)
Consignor: Eddie Woods, Agent XXI
Purchaser: Narvick International
Lemon Drop Kid--Queenie=s Song
475,000
($185,000 yrl >18 FTSAUG; $470,000 i/u >16 KEENOV)
Breeder: Timber Town Stable & Jane Winegardner (KY)
Consignor: Eddie Woods, Agent VIII
Purchaser: L.E.B. Agent for West Point and Al Frassetto
The Big Beast--Raebear
450,000
($45,000 yrl >18 OBSOCT)
Breeder: Christy Whitman (FL)
Consignor: L.G., Agent I
Purchaser: Peter Miller, agent

© Copyright Thoroughbred Daily News.
This newspaper may not be reproduced in any form or by any
means, electronic or mechanical, without prior written permission
of the copyright owner, MediaVista. Information as to the American
races, race results and earnings was obtained from results charts
published by The Jockey Club Information Services and utilized
here with their permission.

HIP

SIRE | DAM

302

The Big Beast--Lucky Trip
850,000
Breeder: Ocala Stud (FL)
Consignor: Ocala Stud
Purchaser: LEB, agent for West Point, M Anthony,
B Sandbroo
Uncle Mo--My Fast One
525,000
($410,000 yrl >18 KEESEP)
Breeder: MMM Stables (KY)
Consignor: Top Line Sales LLC, Agent II
Purchaser: Katsumi Yoshida
Tapiture--Peace Process
475,000
($40,000 yrl >18 FTKJUL; $20,000 wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Ikhana Farm (Ky)
Consignor: S B M Training and Sales, Agent IV
Purchaser: Team Casse, agent
Fast Anna--True Will
470,000
($32,500 yrl >18 FTKJUL; $17,000 RNA wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Amg Equine (KY)
Consignor: de Meric Sales, Agent X
Purchaser: Breeze Easy LLC

346

387

546

Cont. p5

PRICE ($)
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Commissioner--Tregrandibambini
450,000
($70,000 yrl >18 SARAUG; $15,000 wnlg >17 FTNMIX)
Breeder: Carl Bennett (NY)
Consignor: Brick City Thoroughbreds
Purchaser by Gulf Coast Stables LLC
Super Saver--Macha
440,000
($100,000 yrl >18 FTKJUL; $65,000 wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Martha Jane Mulholland & Yehuda Cohen (KY)
Consignor: Woodford Thoroughbreds, agent
Purchaser: John C. Servis, agent

Bred, Raised & Sold by Mulholland Springs
378

Union Rags--Pantanal

425,000

($220,000 yrl >18 KEESEP; $110,000 RNA wnlg >17 KEENOV)

435

575

Breeder: Haymarket Farm (KY)
Consignor: Eddie Woods, Agent VII
Purchaser: Mike Ryan, agent
Into Mischief--Ricketyracketyruss
400,000
Breeder: Pollock Farms (KY)
Consignor: King=s Equine, Agent VI
Purchaser: Team Casse, agent
Mineshaft--Witch Tradition
400,000
($100,000 yrl >18 KEESEP; $90,000 wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Fox Straus (KY)
Consignor: Old South Farm LLC, agent
Purchaser: Dominic Brennan, agent

OBS MARCH SALE
SESSION TOTALS
$ Catalogued
$ No. Offered
$ No. Sold
$ RNAs
$ % RNAs
$ No. $500K+
$ High Price
$ Gross
$ Average
$ Median

2019
289
202
147
55
27.2%
5
$900,000
$21,291,000
$144,837 (-15.5%)
$95,000 (-20.8%)

*2018
287
178
128
50
28.1%
7
$775,000
$21,948,000
$171,469
$120,000

CUMULATIVE
2019
2018
$ Catalogued
577
573
$ No. Offered
409
363
$ No. Sold
309
257
$ RNAs
100
106
$ % RNAs
24.4%
29.2%
$ No. $500k
14
17
$ High Price
$2,000,000
$875,000
$ Gross
$44,422,500
$42,275,000
$ Average
$143,762 (-12.6%)
$164,494
$ Median
$80,000 (-23.8%)
$105,000
*2018 figures include the addition of post-sale transactions.
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Reyes on their behalf.
Hip 422 is out of the graded stakes-placed Tapit mare Rashnaa.
With last year=s champion 2-year-old filly Jaywalk (Cross
Her offspring have been very commercially popular in the ring
Traffic) aiming for a start in Keeneland=s GI Central Bank Ashland
so far, including Golden Challenge (Medaglia d=Oro) ($425,000
S. Apr. 6, partners D. J. Stable
>16 FTSAUG); and runaway Santa
and Cash Is King went to a
Anita debut winner for
session-topping $900,000 for a
Juddmonte Farms and Hall of
son of Medaglia d=Oro at OBS
Fame trainer Bob Baffert, the 3March Wednesday.
year-old filly Anuket (Pioneerof
AThe price was a little hefty-the Nile) ($575,000 >17 FTSAUG).
we were hoping to get him for a
AIt=s not bad to be by him,@
lot cheaper--but we really liked
Servis said of Hip 422's sire
the colt,@ said John Servis, who
appeal. AI=m sure if he wasn=t by
also trains the aforementioned
Medaglia d=Oro, he probably
GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile Fillies
would=ve been a couple hundred
heroine for the duo, after
thousand cheaper. He=s a great,
signing the slip. AHe was one of
big horse. Touch back in his knee,
the top horses on our list and
but he gets over the ground
we had two good clients who
really good. He=s really athletic. I
were willing to step up and go
Hip 422 | Photos by Z
think he=s just gonna be a horse
after him.@
that you=re gonna have to go slow with. But, I think in the long
Consigned by Raul Reyes=s King=s Equine as Hip 422, the Feb.
run, hopefully, he=ll be a real nice horse for us.@
26 foal worked an eighth in :10 at the preview. The son of
leading sire Medaglia d=Oro was bred in Kentucky by Town &
Cont. p8
Country Horse Farms and Pollock Farms and was consigned by

Jaywalk Partners Go for Gold...
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Jaywalk Partners cont.
Servis, who earlier signed for a $440,000 Super Saver filly and
:20 2/5 bullet breezer (Hip 305) as agent, concluded, AThe great
thing is the guys that I bought him for are patient as saints.@
Leonard Green of D.J. Stable, standing alongside Servis during
the bidding process, also campaigns the promising 3-year-old A
Thread of Blue (Hard Spun). Trained by Kiaran McLaughlin, he=s
won three straight on grass, including the GIII Palm Beach S. at
Gulfstream Mar. 2. He was purchased for $430,000 at last year=s
OBS March Sale. -@SteveSherackTDN
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AI can=t say nothing but good things about the way the sale
went,@ Reyes said. AWhen things go good for you, what else can
you say? The Medaglia was a beautiful individual--you perform
well and if two people like them, they pay for it.@
-@SteveSherackTDN

It=s Good to be King...
In addition to Wednesday=s session-topping $900,000
Medaglia d=Oro colt, Raul Reyes=s King=s Equine enjoyed two
sensational days of selling at OBS March. Reyes also consigned
an $825,000 Bernardini colt (Hip 240), a $400,000 Into Mischief
filly (Hip 435), a $300,000 American Pharoah colt (Hip 212); and
a $300,000 Into Mischief colt (Hip 316). King=s Equine sold a
total of 10 2-year-olds for a gross of $3,625,000, good for an
average of $362,500. King=s Equine sold the topper at the 2013
OBS March Sale as well, a $1.8-million Smart Strike colt.
Standout King=s Equine sale graduates include millionaire,
Stanford (Malibu Moon), a $550,000 Barretts March 2-year-old.

King=s Equine=s Raul and Martha Reyes | Photos by Z

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/thoroughbreddailynews
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OBS March cont.

West Point Comes Out Swinging Again On
Day Two...
A day after landing the $2-million OBS March record-setting
2-year-old son of Tapit (Hip 33), West Point Thoroughbreds was
back at it again early in the session on Wednesday, landing a filly
from the first crop of The Big Beast for $850,000.
Hip 302--a :20 4/5 quarter-mile breezer--was bred in Florida
by her consignor Ocala Stud. Trainer Eddie Plesa Jr. was
underbidder. She was the highest-priced filly at the two-day
sale.
AIt=s for a West Point partnership. She=ll go out to California
and John Sadler will probably get her,@ Lane=s End Bloodstock=s
David Ingordo said after signing the ticket as >LEB, agent for
West Point, M. Anthony, B. Sandbroo,= out back. AWhen you see
a horse that you just know is a runner... she=s it. I don=t care who
she=s by, she had the look and did everything right. It=s clearly a
lot of money, but she=s worth it if she runs. The Big Beast was a
very good horse, so he isn=t without some merit on his own.
She=s a lovely horse--the way she looks, how she breezed,
everything about her--and the good horses cost money because
these are the kind that end up in the big races.@

Hip 302 | Photos by Z

Ingordo added, AOcala Stud is like the Lane=s End of Ocala. The
O'Farrell family--they do a great job, they pioneered this. We=re
excited to have her.@
Some of West Point=s other big purchases during the two-day
OBS March sale include: Hip 16, a $350,000 Tapiture colt; Hip
222, a $185,000 Carpe Diem colt; Hip 226, a $250,000 Include
colt; and Hip 410, a $475,000 Lemon Drop Kid colt.
Cont. p10
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OBS March cont.
West Point is currently well-represented by a pair of talented
colts on the Triple Crown trail from last year=s 2-year-old sales:
the streaking California-bred Galilean (Uncle Mo) ($600,000
Barretts Spring) and GIII Sham S. winner Gunmetal Gray
(Exchange Rate) ($225,000 OBS March). Both have been entered
in the GII Rebel S., which will be run in split divisions at Oaklawn
Saturday.
AWe had a great two days at OBS, coming away with eight colts
and two fillies for a total of $4.4 million,@ West Point=s Terry
Finley said in a tweet. ANow the real challenge: getting them to
the winner=s circle. Our attention shifts to Oaklawn for the
Rebel. What an exciting week!@ -@SteveSherackTDN

Ocala Stud=s >Big= Filly Brings $850k...
Freshman sire The Big Beast--winner of the 2014 GI King=s
Bishop S. at Saratoga carrying the colors of Alex and JoAnn
Lieblong--enjoyed a banner day at OBS March Wednesday, led
by an $850,000 filly purchased by West Point.
The Big Beast, a $150,000 OBS April 2-year-old himself, stands
the 2019 season for $6,000 at Ocala Stud in Florida. He had 19
of 23 yearlings sell for a $24,368 average, headed by a $70,000
colt in 2018, according to TDN Sales PPs.
AI=m speechless,@ Ocala Stud=s David O=Farrell said back at Barn
4 after watching the farm=s homebred filly Hip 302 light up the
board. AI was a big fan of The Big Beast as a racehorse. We=re
just really fortunate to be able to have the opportunity to stand
that horse for the Lieblongs. To get the stallion off to a start like
this--that filly hadn=t had a bad day in her life and she=s just been
a really quality filly. She looks and acts the part and she can just
flat out run. We=re elated.@
Cont. p11

Ocala Stud=s David O=Farrell | Photos by Z
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OBS March cont.
Hip 302 is out of three-time winner Lucky Trip (Trippi), an
Ocala Stud homebred and $57,000 OBS June 2-year-old
graduate. Ocala Stud acquired her back after her racing career
concluded for $18,000 at the 2008 Keeneland November Sale.
Lucky Trip is a half-sister to the Ocala Stud-bred and $340,000
OBS March graduate Candrea (Trippi), SW & GISP, $200,200.
AShe=s an Ocala Stud homebred which makes it even more
special,@ O=Farrell said. AThese 2-year-old sales are our livelihood
and we support our stallions with our better mares and we bring
our entire crop to the 2-year-old sales. When you have one that
rewards you like this, and with it being a young and exciting
stallion like The Big Beast, it just makes all that more special.@
O=Farrell concluded, AShe was all class. She had a phenomenal
breeze and a great gallop out. She came back to the barn super
and showed herself extremely well. She=s got it all.@
A colt by The Big Beast, consigned by L. G., Agent I, as Hip 418,
later followed suit, bringing $450,000 from trainer Peter Miller,
agent. The $45,000 OBSOCT yearling, out of the winning Our
Emblem mare Raebear, fired a :9 3/5 bullet at the under-tack
show.
Alex Lieblong, recently reappointed to a five-year term as
chairman of the Arkansas Racing Commission, was back
watching the sale=s action from his home base after making a
quick stop in Ocala earlier this week.
AWe=re very happy and wish the buyers the best of luck,@
Lieblong said. AThanks to all involved--trainers Steve Hobby,
Tony Dutrow and Ocala Stud. We certainly like ours--I haven=t
heard any bad reports, and that=s the best thing. The ones I have
I=m really pleased with and they=ll go with David Fawkes in
Florida because they=re all Florida-breds. When I look at all the
horses out there, including some of the higher-dollar ones I=ve
bought and look at these, they look like they fit right there.@
Laughing Fox (Union Rags), a $375,000 acquisition by Lieblong
at this sale last year, takes a two-race winning streak into
Saturday=s GII Rebel S. at Oaklawn Park. -@SteveSherackTDN

Ryan Gets One With Familiar Pedigree...
Considering Mike Ryan=s close familiarity with both sides of hip
325>s pedigree, it should=ve come as no surprise that the
prominent bloodstock agent would the one left holding the
ticket Wednesday once bidding finally stopped at $850,000. He
was bidding on behalf of owner Jeff Drown. The son of Classicwinning first-crop sire Palace Malice was consigned by Joe
Pickerrell and Courtney Roberts=s Pick View LLC, Agent II and
covered a quarter in :21 1/5.
Hip 325 is out of a winning full-sister to GII Breeders= Cup
Juvenile Turf heroine More Than Real (More Than Ready).

Mike Ryan | Photos by Z

AI thought he was the best horse in the sale,@ Ryan said. AI=m
very close to the horse--I bought Palace Malice as a yearling, and
I bred [this colt=s] mother and More Than Real. When I saw him
here the other day, he blew me away. My only disappointment
was that I didn=t see him last September.@
Palace Malice, the 2013 GI Breeders= Cup Classic winner and
2014 GI Metropolitan H. winner, was a $25,000 KEESEP yearling
turned $200,000 Keeneland April graduate. Cont. p12
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OBS March cont.
Ryan paid $310,000 for hip 325's multiple stakes-winning
second dam Miss Seffens (Dehere) in foal to Speightstown at the
2006 Keeneland November sale. More Than Real was produced
two years later, and Ryan bought her back for $140,000 as a 2year-old. He owned her when she won first out at Saratoga
before selling her privately to Bobby Flay.
Ryan sold hip 325's dam to Three Chimneys Farm for $400,000
as a Keeneland April juvenile in 2014.
AHe=s very much like his father, but there=s speed in that
family,@ Ryan said, noting that a trainer for the colt had not yet
been decided on. ACurlin on top of Deputy Minister--the second
dam was by Dehere--is very, very strong. His breeze was
phenomenal, and everybody and his brother was on him. He=s a
two-turn horse who showed a lot of pace. Palace Malice was
second first time out as a 2-year-old going five eighths of a
mile... [This colt] has plenty of pace. I=d expect him to run as a 2year-old--hopefully at Saratoga, and I=m hoping he=s Breeders=
Cup class.@
Jeff Drown, is the CEO of Minnesota-based Lyon Contracting.
AHe=s trying to build a quality stable and he=s passionate about
the business,@ Ryan said. AHis family loves it, he loves it.@
Ryan noted that he purchased a $650,000 Candy Ride (Arg)
filly for Drown as last year=s OBS April sale. Named Smooth With
a Kick and turned over to Chad Brown, she finished third on
debut behind >TDN Rising Star= Karama (Kitten=s Joy) at
Gulfstream Feb. 16. -@BDiDonatoTDN

Palace Malice Colt Lives Up to Pickerrell=s
Prediction...
When asked last week to pick a standout among his
consignment, Pick View=s Joe Pickerrell was quick to mention hip
325 (see Pick View Taking Classic-leaning Colts into OBSMAR).
That assessment proved accurate as the son of Palace Malice
went to top judge Mike Ryan for $850,000.
A $160,000 Keeneland September acquisition by pinhooking
partnership Marquee Bloodstock, the Feb. 4 foal eclipsed the
consignment=s prior sale record of $300,000 achieved here 12
months ago.
AWe knew coming in here we had a lot of horse,@ Pickerrell
said. AIt was just a matter of who all lined up for him. The horse
did everything perfectly all week, and we=re happy to see
someone like Mike Ryan and his team get him.@
He added, AWhen you=re at the farm and they=re training like
he trained all winter long, you just hope everything goes right
because you know the kind of potential a horse like that has.@
Pickerrell dedicated the sale of hip 325 to Kevin Hartigan, the
owner/operator of Cashel Stud who passed away in January.
Pick View had purchased property on the farm.
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Altogether, Pick View sold its five head for $1.2 million.
-@BDiDonatoTDN

Hip 325 | Photos by Z

Team Breeze Easy Hoping for Return Trip to
Ascot...
Mike Hall and Sam Ross=s Breeze Easy paid $200,000 for
catalog cover girl Shang Shang Shang (Shanghai Bobby) at this
sale a year ago, and saw that Wesley Ward filly win from
Keeneland to Royal Ascot, where she annexed the G2 Norfolk S.
last June. Hall admitted Wednesday that he had Royal Ascot
aspirations once again after signing the $470,000 ticket on hip
546.
A $32,500 Fasig-Tipton July yearling buy by consignor de Meric
Stables, the daughter of speedy first-crop sire Fast Anna breezed
an eighth in a snappy :9 4/5.
AI=ve always loved her from the time I first saw her, and I
wasn=t really looking at her page, but I saw the horse and I just
fell in love with her,@ Hall said. AI=m not saying that she=s a turf
horse--she=s probably a dirt horse--but she might still be on our
list for one we might try and go over there with.@
Ward was alongside other members of the Breeze Easy team,
including Ocala horseman Dean DeRenzo, for the bidding
process and Hall said hip 546 would likely be heading to the 2year-old maestro.
Breeze Easy paid $365,000 during Tuesday=s OBSMAR opener
for another filly with Royal Ascot appeal--hip 140 was an All
Dreams Equine-consigned daughter of Group 1-winning juvenile
and fellow freshman Karakontie (Jpn). She went in a co-quickest
:9 4/5 at last Thursday=s breeze show. -@BDiDonatoTDN
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Each sales day, we ask one buyer to look at the day=s results,
and choose the horse he or she thinks was the Buy of the Day.

OBS MARCH B WEDNESDAY
Hip
305

Sex Sire
Dam
Price ($)
filly Super Saver
Macha
440,000
($100,000 yrl >18 FTKJUL; $65,000 wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Martha Jane Mulholland & Yehuda Cohen (KY)
Consignor: Woodford Thoroughbreds, agent
Purchaser: John C. Servis, agent
Woodford Thoroughbreds acquired this filly for $100,000 at
last year=s Fasig-Tipton July Yearling Sale.
320

filly Flatter
Maxinkuckee Miss 250,000
($85,000 yrl >18 KEESEP)
Breeder: Builder=s Mart (KY)
Consignor: Randy Miles, Agent II
Purchaser: Z Madden, agent for Loooch Racing
Jeff Bloom purchased this filly for $85,000 at last year=s
Keeneland September sale.
Nick Hines | MyRaceHorse Photo

Hip 513: c, Bayern--Sun for Fun, by Sky Classic
Buyer: Sallusto & Albina, Agent. Price: $160,000
AI was a big fan of freshman sire Bayern as a racehorse, and
this colt=s female family is still young with plenty of upside. He
had a smooth walk, which translated on the track to a very
efficient stride (:10 1/5 breeze) with gallop-outs of :20 3/5 and
:33 2/5. He had a great temperament and nature about himself
and seemed like a real easy horse to work around. Plus he=s a
late foal, so time will be on his side going forward.@

346

filly Uncle Mo
My Fast One
525,000
($410,000 yrl >18 KEESEP)
Breeder: MMM Stables (KY)
Consignor: Top Line Sales LLC, Agent II
Purchaser: Katsumi Yoshida
Carlo Vaccarezza purchased this filly for $410,000 at last year=s
Keeneland September sale. Later in the session, Vaccarezza sold
a colt by Cairo Prince (hip 464) to Katsumi Yoshida for $200,000.
The juvenile had been a $105,000 purchase at Keeneland
September. Vaccarezza=s OBS March scores also included a
Candy Ride (Arg) filly sold for $675,000 during Tuesday=s
opening session of the auction. He had purchased the youngster
for $300,000 at Keeneland September.
387

filly Tapiture
Peace Process
475,000
($40,000 yrl >18 FTKJUL; $20,000 wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Ikhana Farm (Ky)
Consignor: S B M Training and Sales, Agent IV
Purchaser: Team Casse, agent
Susan Montanye of S B M Training and Sales signed the ticket
to acquire this filly from the first crop of multiple graded stakes
winner Tapiture on behalf of the Byanose partnership for
$40,000 at last year=s Fasig-Tipton July sale. Montanye and
Byanose added to the success later in the session when hip 427,
a filly by Orb, sold for $250,000 to Deuce Greathouse. The
youngster was acquired for $75,000 at the Fasig July sale.
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Nothing But Net cont.
398

filly
Maclean=s Music Polyantha
130,000
($8,000 yrl >18 EASOCT; $35,000 RNA yrl >18 KEESEP;
$80,000 wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Almar Farm (KY)
Consignor: Brick City Thoroughbreds
Purchaser: Kelly Gorder, Agent for Parkinson/Goodrich
J. R. and Katie Boyd of Brick City Thoroughbreds doubled up on
pinhooking success with offspring of Maclean=s Music
Wednesday. They purchased this filly by the stallion for $8,000
at last year=s Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Fall Yearling Sale. Later in
the session, a colt by Maclean=s Music (hip 439) purchased by
Brick City for $18,000 at Keeneland September brought
$105,000 from Juan Pacanins.
418

colt The Big Beast
Raebear
450,000
($45,000 yrl >18 OBSOCT)
Breeder: Christy Whitman (FL)
Consignor: L.G., Agent I
Purchaser: Peter Miller, agent
Gina Fennell purchased this colt for $45,000 at last year=s OBS
October sale. From the first crop of Grade I winner The Big
Beast, the juvenile turned heads with a bullet furlong work in
:9 3/5.
430

colt
Competitive Edge Reina Diamante
170,000
($40,000 yrl >18 KEESEP)
Breeder: Steven & Brandi Nicholson (KY)
Consignor: Harris Training Center LLC, Agent I
Purchaser: Bob Feld Bloodstock
Consignor: Harris Training Center LLC, Agent I
The Harris family=s Harris Training Center purchased this
youngster for $40,000 at last year=s Keeneland September sale.
490

colt Algorithms
Speedy War
275,000
($90,000 yrl >18 KEESEP; $9,500 RNA wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Wayne Purcell (KY)
Consignor: Wavertree Stables (Ciaran Dunne), Agent II
Purchaser: Patricia=s Hope LLC
Ciaran Dunne=s Redwings partnership purchased this colt for
$90,000 at last year=s Keeneland September sale. Earlier in the
session, Wavertree sold an Arkansas-bred filly from the first
crop of multiple graded stakes winner Commissioner for
$225,000 to Exline-Border Racing. Redwings had purchased the
youngster for $102,000 at Keeneland September.
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495

colt Discreet Cat
Staria
525,000
($85,000 yrl >18 BARSEL; $21,000 wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Jack & Susan Duarte, William Snowden &
Richard Scelfo (KY)
Consignor: Eddie Woods, Agent VIII
Purchaser: OXO Equine LLC
Eddie Woods=s Quarter Pole Enterprises partnership
purchased this colt for $85,000 at last year=s Barretts Select
Yearling Sale. Earlier in the session, Woods sold hip 410, a colt
by Lemon Drop Kid, for $475,000 to West Point & Al Frassetto.
Quarter Pole Enterprises had purchased the youngster for
$185,000 at last year=s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga sale.
512

colt Constitution
Summerly
350,000
($200,000 yrl >18 KEESEP)
Breeder: WinStar Farm (Ky)
Consignor: Eisaman Equine, agent
Purchaser: Narvick Int'l-Prince Sultan Bin Mishal Al Saud
Barry and Shari Eisaman=s Eisaman Equine purchased this colt
from the first crop of multiple Grade I winner Constitution for
$200,000 at last year=s Keeneland September sale.
518

colt Bayern
Sweet Dixie Belle
225,000
($95,000 yrl >18 KEESEP)
Breeder: Millennium Farms (Ky)
Consignor: S B M Training and Sales, Agent I
Purchaser: B S W Bloodstock-Liz Crow, agent
Bill and Corinne Heiligbrodt=s East Hickman purchased this colt
from the first crop of GI Breeders= Cup Classic winner Bayern for
$95,000 at last year=s Keeneland September sale.
544

filly Commissioner
Tregrandibambini 450,000
($70,000 yrl >18 SARAUG; $15,000 wnlg >17 FTNMIX)
Breeder: Carl Bennett (NY)
Consignor: Brick City Thoroughbreds
Purchaser by Gulf Coast Stables LLC
Jerry Coult Partners purchased this filly from the first crop of
multiple graded stakes winner Commissioner for $70,000 at last
year=s Fasig-Tipton New York-bred Yearlings sale.
546

filly Fast Anna
True Will
470,000
($32,500 yrl >18 FTKJUL; $17,000 RNA wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Amg Equine (KY)
Consignor: de Meric Sales, Agent X
Purchaser: Breeze Easy LLC
De Meric Stables was able to acquire this filly from the first
crop of Grade I placed Fast Anna for $32,500 at last summer=s
Fasig-Tipton July sale.
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Nothing But Net cont.
550

colt Into Mischief
Under Wraps
345,000
($90,000 yrl >18 KEESEP)
Breeder: Diamond A Racing (KY)
Consignor: Robert Brewer, agent
Purchaser: J S Company Ltd.
Ronny Edmondson signed the ticket at $90,000 to acquire this
colt last year at Keeneland September.

THURSDAY • MARCH 14, 2019

An afternoon panel titled AAccessing Our Industry=s Stats into
the Future,@ urged horse owners to stake a right to the statistics
compiled from their horses= performances. While Hamelback
was not a panelist, he has advocated that racehorse owners
deserve a seat at the table in determining how data compiled
from their horses= performances is utilized--including offering
free past performances.

565

filly The Factor
Wet
145,000
($27,000 yrl >18 KEESEP)
Breeder: CRK Stables (Ky)
Consignor: Flores Equine, agent
Purchaser: Ilium Stable
Trainer Nick Hines picked up this filly for $27,000 at last year=s
Keeneland September sale.
575

filly Mineshaft
Witch Tradition
400,000
($100,000 yrl >18 KEESEP; $90,000 wnlg >17 KEENOV)
Breeder: Fox Straus (KY)
Consignor: Old South Farm LLC, agent
Purchaser: Dominic Brennan, agent
Albert Davis of Old South Farm purchased this filly for
$100,000 at last year=s Keeneland September sale.

DATA DISCUSSION FRONT AND CENTER AS
NATIONAL HBPA CONVENTION BEGINS
By Jennie Rees
CLEARWATER BEACH, FL.--Giving up to get more was a major
theme of two panels Wednesday at the National HBPA
Convention=s first day of horse-racing industry discussion and
presentations at the Sheraton Sand Key. The takeaway: more
statistical information, including past performances for
upcoming race cards, should be provided free or at a radically
reduced price to the public in order to spur increased wagering
and foster a new generation of horseplayers.
AThe No. 1 goal in this industry should be to increase handle,@
said Patrick Cummings, executive director of the new
Thoroughbred Idea Foundation, a horse-racing think tank
created to find paths to growth for horse racing. AIf we grow the
betting on the business, we will make everyone wealthier.@
Eric Hamelback, chief executive officer of the National
Horsemen=s Benevolent & Protective Association, opted to have
a keynote panel comprised of Thoroughbred Idea Foundation
representatives instead of an individual speaker. Most
prominently was the idea of making more data available for free
to the public, especially with the anticipated expansion of legal
sports betting across the country.

Steve Byk (left) moderates a panel on racing-related statistical
information and is joined by industry consultant Wilson Shirley, TIF
Executive Director Pat Cummings and AmWager=s Papo Morales
Wednesday in Clearwater Beach, FL | Dennis Blake/National HBPA

AOne of the biggest hurdles when I=m trying to get my friends
involved is that you have to pay for the basic information to
make an educated wager,@ said AmWager=s Papo Morales, an
afternoon panelist who is simulcast director/program
coordinator for the online wagering platform AmWest
Entertainment/AmWager. AY The basic raw pps (past
performances)--I=m not talking about speed figures necessarily-but the raw data should, if not free, be available at minimal cost,
cents actually. If you want to upgrade, if you want to get Bris,
Thoro-Graph, then you=re going to have to pay for a premium
product. But we=re trying to grow this sport.@
Equibase, the industry=s official data-keeper formed in 1990 by
The Jockey Club and Thoroughbred Racing Associations-member
tracks, does offer considerable free information at
equibase.com but not the basic past performances or raw data
files that TIF recommends.
Said Cummings: AWhen you have to pay to become more
informed, we=re saying release those shackles and turn it into a
marketing expense.@
Glen Hill Farm President Craig Bernick, who came up with the
idea for the Thoroughbred Idea Foundation, said during the
keynote panel that the think tank has four areas it believes the
horse industry needs to improve: pricing for customers gambling
on horse racing, transparency, innovation and technology and
access to information. Cont. p16
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National HBPA Convention cont.
AThe retail price for horse racing generally at 20% is four times
what it costs to bet on a normal sporting event,@ he said,
referring to takeout, or the money coming off the top of each
dollar bet that goes to the track, purses and taxes. AAs young
people decide they want to start gambling, and sports betting
gets legal in more and more states, we=re up against it if we
continue with that model.@
Wilson Shirley, an industry consultant on the statistics panel,
said other sports are catching up with baseball=s Sabermetric
revolution in the 1970s and that racing must as well, including
tracking all the information of individual horses, rather than just
where the field is at a certain point in a race.
AIt=s going to be like the cameras on self-driving cars that have
to process trillions of terabytes of information every second to
stop wrecks,@ Shirley said.
AY It=s a great challenge and a great opportunity for developing
data as a way to deliver the sport to the public.@

The TIF panel included (L to R) moderator Justin Nicholson, Glen Hill
Farm President/TIF founder Craig Bernick, TIF board member Jack
Wolf and Corey Johnson | Dennis Blake/National HBPA

Shirley urged horsemen=s organizations to assert and claim a
proprietary right on behalf of their members to the record of
horses= performance in the race. While there was debate over
whether data rights existed, the conclusion was that horsemen
should make it part of their contracts with racetracks, which in
turn would negotiate with the data-collection system.
AThese are questions that you have to ask now,@ Shirley said.
ABecause if you don=t, five years from now, these systems will be
running and whatever claim to the property rights of horse
owners in this matter, they=ll be gone.@
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Putting the AWe@ in Welfare...
The convention kicked off with Dr. Jennifer Durenberger, the
New York Racing Association=s chief examining veterinarian and
operator of the Racing Matters consulting business, presented a
pragmatic view of why horse racing must embrace racehorse
welfare if the industry wants to thrive, let alone survive.
Durenberger said horse racing is different than Ringling Bros.
or Sea World because of the massive employment and economic
impact, statistics that many people don=t realize. AKnow your
numbers. Talk about those numbers,@ she advised.
Noting that most of Americans are animal lovers, but their
frame of reference is pets rather than use animals, she said:
AListen and respond to concerns, don=t be afraid to make change
where needed.@
Durenberger urged everyone in racing to be an ambassador
for the sport, including using social media. Example: she
tweeted on Aqueduct=s Gotham Day: AY when horse claimed,
new groom will find old groom and ask about favorite treats and
toys so horse can feel right at home in new barn.@ She said the
tweet got more response than any of the New York Racing
Association=s posts that day.
AThis is free,@ she said. AIt took me like 15 seconds."

AN IMPROBABLE TALE FROM COLORADO
Of the first six foals delivered this year by Linda Wood on her
Menoken Farm in Colorado, three ended up as orphans. Just a
case of sheer, vile luck: two mares colicked, another suffered
horrible foaling complications. Stuff, for want of a more
expressive word, that happens to the best. Because Menoken
sets the highest standards in the state, home to its leading
stallion every year bar one over the past decade.
The farm had, moreover, already suffered disappointment
during the winter when Our Rite Of Spring (Stravinsky), a mare
Wood had found at the 2017 Keeneland November Sale,
aborted a foal by one of Menoken stallions, Zip Quik.
Cont. p17

TDN HEADLINE NEWS • PAGE 17 OF 19 • THETDN.COM

THURSDAY • MARCH 14, 2019

This Side Up cont.
Not that Wood has even begun touting either the filly or the
He's a son of the late City Zip, whose own loss has come to
mare. She says she really ought to write to one or two big
seem still more lamentable since the rise of Improbable. The
Bluegrass studs. But she's had more important things to do.
GI Los Alamitos Futurity winner is set to make his delayed
Another 19 mares to foal, for a start. Keep that door revolving
reappearance at Oaklawn on Saturday, and his performance
for Grand Minstrel (Grand Slam), champion sire of Colorado, and
could yet redress that harrowing start to the Menoken year.
his buddies. A bunch of foals and yearlings to nourish. And, like
Because Our Rite Of Spring is not just a half-sister to no less a
so many people across this industry, she's short of good help.
horse than Hard Spun (Danzig). She's also the dam of Rare Event
But remember she only stumbled across this windfall because
(A.P. Indy), who was sold to Calumet at the 2016 Keeneland
she wasn't enslaved by the same manic imperatives as everyone
November Sale for $150,000. Smart work by Calumet, that, as
else, who ran screaming from a June cover by an imported sire.
Rare Event had been preceded onto the dais by her weanling
Now it's a question of whether anyone out there might draw
colt by City Zip: a colt we now
Our Rite Of Spring back into the
know as Improbable. (Taylor
commercial mainstream. At her
Made Sales signed a $110,000
age, yes, she'd be worth more in
docket for him there, before
foal. But there's a limit to how far
processing him to Maverick
Wood can stretch for the kind of
Racing & China Horse Club for
stallion she now merits. So the
$200,000 the following
mare is "open" for now; and Wood
September.)
is open-minded. It's still only
So how much did Wood have
March.
to give, a year later, for Our
Whatever dividends might yet
Rite Of Spring? Bearing in
fall to Wood, you suspect the
mind she was carrying a foal
Noble Mission filly herself has
by a $25,000 sire in Noble
already come out ahead. I don't
Mission (GB) (Galileo {Ire})? To
say that she gazes at the snowy
Linda Wood at Menoken Farm | Getty Images
be fair, she was 16 years old;
Rockies and is filled with poetry.
and she had a June 11 cover. But was she really worth only
But down on the banks of the Uncompahgre, they reckon to
$5,000?
have pastures every bit as rich as the Bluegrass--and a better
Last May, Our Rite Of Spring delivered her Noble Mission filly.
climate, being less humid.
Wood says she's a cracker: a willowy, pretty thing with a flaxen
As it happens, Our Rite Of Spring and her foal found their way
tail. And everything, in the meantime, has been falling into
to Colorado from an exemplary Bluegrass farm; one that does
place. She's out of a half-sister to the sire of Hidden Scroll and
the breed nothing but good. But they could easily have been
Spinoff, among the exciting sophomores flying Hard Spun's flag
culled into hands far less benign than those that tend them now.
this year. Her own sire, an unknown quantity when she was in
Wood turns young stock out at night, gives them "time to be a
utero, has conjured as good a dirt runner as Code Of Honor from horse." Actually she hadn't even registered the existence of
his first crop. And, of course, her half-sister Rare Event is dam of
Improbable until told about his Grade I win in December. She's
a colt who could end the week as favorite for the GI Kentucky
since grieved those three mares, but reflects on all these dazing
Derby.
ups and downs as a proper horse person. "It's a rollercoaster,"
Wood accepts that Our Rite Of Spring now warrants a more
she says. "All part of the deal. We're just lucky to be in this
upmarket mating than she can offer her at Menoken. When I
business."
spoke to her a couple of days ago, in fact, she was all set to load
But it would be no kind of business without the democracy of
the mare onto a van to Kentucky. It was simply a case of
chance that allowed this mare, and her daughter, to slip the
whether the mountain passes would be clear of snow.
Bluegrass net. The odds are always somewhat against you,
In the summer, when Wood has done prepping her other
whether you're in Kentucky or Colorado. But if you don't fancy a
yearlings for sale locally, the Noble Mission filly will make the
June cover, presumably that's because you don't want to end up
same journey to get the finishing touches from a consignor
with a May foal like--oh, War Admiral or Seabiscuit or Northern
better known to the Lexington market. Unless, of course,
Dancer. Improbable, yes. But never impossible.
someone comes in for her first.

TDN HEADLINE NEWS • PAGE 18 OF 19 • THETDN.COM

NEW VOCATIONS, GODOLPHIN FLYING
START TEAM UP FOR AFTERCARE TRAINING
New Vocations Racehorse Adoption Program has joined forces
with the Godolphin Flying Start program to further expand
trainee exposure to all facets of the Thoroughbred industry with
the addition of an aftercare component. Each trainee enrolled in
the Flying Start program will now complete a week-long rotation
at the New Vocations= Lexington facility. The intention of the
time at New Vocations is for Godolphin Flying Start trainees to
gain insight on the importance of aftercare within the racing
industry. They will achieve this understanding by working
directly with New Vocations= team and by having hands-on
experiences in the day-to-day operations of the program=s
rehabilitation, retraining and rehoming efforts, as well as
learning about the administration and management of an
accredited organization.
AThe Godolphin Flying Start program is a highly respected and
sought-after program, and we were thrilled to be asked to
participate by having the trainees spend a week with us,@ said
Thoroughbred Program Director Anna Ford. AAftercare is
becoming a very important part of the racing industry, so it=s
appropriate for tomorrow=s leaders to experience how we
rehab, retrain and rehome the retired racehorses in our
program.@
AGodolphin Flying Start is delighted to partner with New
Vocations to add to trainees experiential learning of a major
initiative that is integral to the future of the horse racing
industry,@ said General Manager Clodagh Kavanagh. ATrainees
are motivated by their love of the horse during and after its
working life. As young leaders, they are expected to be current
and relevant with changes in the industry, and in the world
around it. They will be part of shaping the future of horse racing
and they recognize the importance of welfare now and in years
to come.@
In addition to being involved in various areas of New
Vocations= operations, each Godolphin Flying Start trainee will
work with two horses at the Kentucky facility. To end the
week-long rotation, trainees will create a short video to reflect
what they learned and took away from their experience with
New Vocations. New Vocations will feature this video, dubbed
AFlying Start Friday,@ on their social media outlets each week.

Want to send a “LETTER TO THE EDITOR”
of the Thoroughbred Daily News?
Send an e-mail to: editor@thetdn.com
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THIRD PURSE INCREASE AT OAKLAWN
For the third time since the racing season opened less than
two months ago, officials at Oaklawn Park have announced that
the track is adding $1 million to overnight purses. Retroactive to
Thursday, Mar. 14, purses for open maiden special weight races
will be $90,000 and purses for open allowance races will be
$95,000, an increase of $7,000.
The announcement came on the same day that the GII Rebel S.
was split into two divisions, each worth $750,000. The unsplit
Rebel was to offer $1 million. The move was made, in large part,
to accommodate California shippers affected by the closing of
the main track at Santa Anita.
AWe pioneered this model beginning in 2000, and have further
developed it every year since,@ said Oaklawn President Louis
Cella. AIn fact, just a few years ago we were running open
maidens for $40,000 and proud of it. Now they are at $90,000.
And, who ever thought we=d be in the position to split the Rebel
into two divisions? Today is an extremely proud moment in
Oaklawn=s history.@
When first mulling over the possibility of a split Rebel, track
officials indicated that they would need a minimum of 20
entries. A total of 19 horses was entered Wednesday, but as a
good-will gesture, the track opted not to deviate from their
plan. AKnowing that some horsemen have very few options
this late in the Triple Crown prep season, we felt the right thing
to do was to follow through with the plan to split the Rebel,@
said Oaklawn General Manager Wayne Smith. AWe also wanted
to do it for the fans. We wouldn=t even be in this position
without the overwhelming support they=ve given us since the
start of the season.@
Trainer Bob Baffert has the likely favorites in both divisions in
the form of >TDN Rising Stars= Improbable (City Zip) and Eclipse
Award and GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile winner Game Winner
(Candy Ride {Arg}).
Saturday=s card also features the $350,000 GII Azeri S. and the
$350,000 Essex H.
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from fiction to reality-based journalism. Each entry must have a
horse racing premise or backdrop.
The 2018 winner will once again receive a check for $10,000,
with two runners-up receiving $1,000 each. All three finalists
will receive Tipperary Irish crystal trophies in the shape of the
distinctive fieldstone tower on the grounds of Castleton Lyons.

HORSEMEN RECORDS SMASHED AT DELTA
The recently concluded 84-day meet at Delta Downs in Vinton,
Louisiana, saw new records established in three horsemen=s
categories, as Tim Thornton set a new mark for money earned
while trainer Karl Broberg and End Zone Athletics Inc.
established new standards for wins and earnings.
Thornton ended the meeting on 142 wins, shy of Gerard
Melancon=s 146 in 2007-2008, but his mounts accumulated
$2,894,080 to set a new mark.
Broberg continued his dominance en route to an eighth
consecutive title at Delta, sending out the winners of 107 races
for earnings of $2,017,120. It was the first time a trainer has
won 100 races and earned better than $2 million in a single
season.
End Zone, a major supporter of Broberg, ended the season
with 50 trips to the winner=s circle for earnings of $873,545.

Delta Downs | Coady

DR. TONY RYAN BOOK AWARD SEMIFINALISTS
ANNOUNCED
A panel of industry judges have selected a half-dozen semifinalists for the 13th annual Dr. Tony Ryan Book Award, to be
handed out at an invitation-only reception at Shane Ryan=s
Castleton Lyons.
The brainchild of the late Dr. Tony Ryan, the competition is
open to any genre of book length for books published in 2018,

The six semi-finalists are:
$ AOut of the Clouds@ by Linda Carroll and David Rosner
$ AAround Kentucky With the Bug@ by Patrick Lawrence
Gilligan
$ ADixie Luck@ by Andy Plattner
$ AMonsieur X@ by Jamie Reid
$ ATaking Shergar@ by Milton C. Toby
$ AA Stone=s Throw@ by James W. Ziskin
For additional information, contact Betsy Hager at (859) 4559222 or by email at bhager@castletonlyons.com.

EQUINE INSURER BUSHNELL PASSES AWAY
Fara Bushnell, the president of Fortuna Insurance Service in
Lexington, passed away Mar. 10 after a battle with cancer. A
familiar face at Central Kentucky auction houses, Bushnell was
also an accomplished dog breeder and was the co-owner of a
Bernese Mountain Dog that won Best of Breed at the
Westminster Kennel Club dog show in New York in 2009.
AShe was a steadfast and loyal friend to many,@ said breeder
Nancy Cole. AWe traveled many times together to Saratoga and
to the Florida 2-year-old sales, wonderful memories, she was a
extended member of our family. Fara was an astute and savvy
business woman in equine insurance world, an accomplished
dog breeder, good horsewoman, great photographer and quickwitted and wonderful friend. She will be sorely missed and not
forgotten.@
According to Cole, in lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
a foundation Bushnell started, the Bernese Mountain Dog
Charitable Foundation Inc. (www.bmdcf.org).

IN OTHER NEWS...

A Daily Roundup of Racing Articles in Non-Industry Media

A Designer Who Dresses Horses and Humans
The fashion designer Dalia MacPhee has a slogan for her line
of red-carpet-ready dresses: AChanging the world one garment
at a time.@ Emma Allen, The New Yorker

TU BRUTUS
CONTINUING THE LEGACY OF

SCAT DADDY

“ TU BRUTUS

A stakes winner from 6½ to 11 furlongs,
ran a phenomenal 118 BEYER

at the Kentucky Derby distance on the dirt.
He is a son of SCAT DADDY, a truly
exceptional sire who left champions
on dirt and turf, and on both
sides of the Atlantic, and is
a product of the same

SCAT DADDY/GONE WEST
cross as 2018 freshman sire
sensation, NO NAY NEVER.

”

B

– Alan Porter

REED

H HH
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Saturday, Oaklawn, post time: 5:57 p.m. EDT
REBEL S.-GII (Div. 1), $750,000, 3yo, 1 1/16m
PP HORSE
SIRE
1 Extra Hope
Shanghai Bobby
2 Long Range Toddy
Take Charge Indy
3 Corruze K
Into Mischief
4 Easy Shot K
Trappe Shot
5 Proud Nation
Tapit
6 Ninth Street
Street Boss
7 Classy John
Songandaprayer
8 Galilean
Uncle Mo
9

Improbable K

City Zip

OWNER
Jay Em Ess Stable
Willis Horton Racing LLC
Chris Wilkins
Calumet Farm
West, Gary and Mary
H. V. Farms, Ltd.
Valene Farms LLC
West Point Thoroughbreds, Barker, Denise &
Sandbrook, William
WinStar Farm LLC, China Horse Club Int’l &
Starlight Racing

TRAINER
Mandella
Asmussen
Hartman
Desormeaux
Sharp
Asmussen
Stewart
Hollendorfer

JOCKEY
Smith
Court
Elliott
Eramia
Cabrera
Santana, Jr.
Cohen
Prat

WT
117
119
117
117
117
117
117
122

Baffert

Van Dyke

119

Breeders: 1-Samantha Siegel, 2-Willis Horton Racing LLC, 3-Martha Jane Mulholland & John HenryMulholland, 4-Hinkle F arms, 5-Gary & Mary West
Stables Inc., 6-H. V. Farms, Ltd., 7-Tom Curtis & Wayne Simpson, 8-Bar C Racing Stables, Inc., 9-St. George Farm LLC & G. Watts Humphrey Jr.
Saturday, Oaklawn, post time: 7:06 p.m. EDT
REBEL S.-GII (Div. 2), $750,000, 3yo, 1 1/16m
PP HORSE
SIRE
1 Market King K
Into Mischief
2 Laughing Fox K
Union Rags
3 Parsimony K
Dominus
4 Jersey Agenda
Jersey Town
5 Game Winner K
Candy Ride (Arg)
6 Omaha Beach K
War Front
7 Our Braintrust
Freud
8 Gunmetal Gray K
Exchange Rate
9 Kaziranga
10 Captain Von Trapp K

Candy Ride (Arg)
Trappe Shot

OWNER
Baker, Robert C. and Mack, William L.
Lieblong, Alex and JoAnn
Reddam Racing LLC
Charles E. Fipke
West, Gary and Mary
Fox Hill Farms, Inc.
Gary Barber
Hollendorfer, LLC, Pearl Racing
& West Point Thoroughbreds
Calumet Farm
Phoenix Thoroughbred III, Ltd

TRAINER
Lukas
Asmussen
O'Neill
Asmussen
Baffert
Mandella
Casse
Hollendorfer

JOCKEY
Velazquez
Santana, Jr.
Gutierrez
Ortiz
Rosario
Smith
Cohen
Prat

WT
117
119
117
117
119
117
117
122

Asmussen
Asmussen

Eramia
Vazquez

117
119

Breeders: 1-Flaxman Holdings Limited, 2-Chester & Anne Prince, 3-Maria Montez Haire, 4-Charles Fipke, 5-Summer Wind Equine, 6-Charming Syndicate,
7-Barak Farm, 8-Lee Pokoik, 9-Calumet Farm, 10-E. H. Beau Lane III
Saturday, Oaklawn, post time: 5:21 p.m. EDT
AZERI S.-GII, $350,000, 4yo/up, f/m, 1 1/16m
PP HORSE
SIRE
1 Tapa Tapa Tapa
Tapit
2 Midnight Bisou K
Midnight Lute
3

Summer's Indy K

Take Charge Indy

OWNER
Beau Ravine LLC
Bloom Racing Stable, LLC, Madaket Stables LLC
& Allen Racing LLC.
Makbrook Capital LLC, Jerome & Kristina Russell

TRAINER
Hamm
Asmussen

JOCKEY
Gallardo
Smith

WT
115
119

Broberg

Cabrera

115

Azeri S. cont.
4 Eskimo Kisses

To Honor and Serve

5
6

Medaglia d'Oro
First Dude

Elate
Shamrock Rose

Gainesway Stable, Harold Lerner LLC,
Nehoc Stables & Magdalena Racing
Claiborne Farm and Dilschneider, Adele B.
Conrad Farms

McPeek

Canchari

117

Mott
Casse

Ortiz
Cohen

117
117

Breeders: 1-Patricia Pavlish, 2-Woodford Thoroughbreds, 3-WinStar Farm, LLC, 4-Gainesway Thoroughbreds Ltd., 5-Claiborne Farm & Adele B.
Dilschneider, 6-Best A Luck Farm LLC
Saturday, Gulfstream, post time: 5:37 p.m. EDT
INSIDE INFORMATION S.-GII, $200,000, 4yo/up, f/m, 7f
PP HORSE
SIRE
OWNER
1 Jala Jala (Mex)
Point Determined
St. George Stable LLC
2 America's Tale K
Gio Ponti
Naveed Chowhan
3 Pacific Gale K
Flat Out
Tobey L. Morton
4 Cairenn
First Dude
Heider Family Stables LLC, Madaket Stables LLC
& Kisber, Michael E.
5 Pink Sands
Tapit
Gainesway Stable and Rosen, Andrew
6 Tequilita
Union Rags
Dorothy Alexander Matz
7 Razorback Lady
Overdriven
Patrick L. Biancone Racing LLC
8 Teresa Z K
Smart Strike
St. Elias Stable

TRAINER
Gutierrez
Flint
Kimmel
Motion

JOCKEY
Jaramillo
Hernandez, Jr.
Landeros
Castellano

WT
120
122
118
122

McGaughey III
Matz
Biancone
Margotta, Jr.

Gaffalione
Saez
Leparoux
Bravo

118
124
118
124

Breeders: 1-Rancho San Jorge, 2-Madeline Auerbach & Catherine Parke, 3-Bally Breeders, 4-Best A Luck F arm LLC, 5-KatieRich Farms, 6-Dorothy A.
Matz, 7-McDowell Farm, 8-Besilu Stables, LLC

SIRE LISTS

Sponsored by

Leading Sixth-Crop Sires by Cumulative Earnings
for stallions standing in North America through T uesday, March 12
Earnings and Black-type represents worldwide figures & stud fees are for 2019
Rank

Stallion

1

Quality Road
33
(2006) by Elusive Quality
Lookin At Lucky
18
(2007) by Smart Strike
Blame
25
(2006) by Arch
Munnings
30
(2006) by Speightstown
Super Saver
18
(2007) by Maria's Mon
Kantharos
21
(2008) by Lion Heart
Warrior's Reward
16
(2006) by Medaglia d'Oro
Midshipman
19
(2006) by Unbridled's Song
Temple City
11
(2005) by Dynaformer
Tale of Ekati
9
(2005) by Tale of the Cat
Hold Me Back
13
(2006) by Giant's Causeway
Desert Party
6
(2006) by Street Cry (Ire)
Line of David
3
(2007) by Lion Heart
Charitable Man
2
(2006) by Lemon Drop Kid
Street Magician
3
(2004) by Street Cry (Ire)

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

BTW

BTH

GSW

GSH

G1SW

G1SH

Starters Wnrs

59
21
34
9
15
354 258
Stands: Lane's End Farm KY Fee: $150,000
45
9
21
2
10
301 205
Stands: Ashford Stud KY Fee: $20,000
47
11
26
3
8
295 213
Stands: Claiborne Farm KY Fee: $30,000
43
11
16
2
4
308 222
Stands: Ashford Stud KY Fee: $20,000
39
8
16
3
4
388 248
Stands: WinStar Farm KY Fee: $30,000
41
4
9
-2
235 165
Stands: Hill 'n' Dale Farms KY Fee: $20,000
32
2
8
-3
372 247
Stands: WynOaks Farm PA Fee: $4,500
40
4
11
-2
269 193
Stands: Darley KY Fee: $8,500
22
8
9
2
4
298 170
Stands: Spendthrift Farm KY Fee: $10,000
27
3
10
1
3
212 154
Stands: Darby Dan Farm KY Fee: $7,500
24
1
2
--230 161
Stands: NY Fee: N/A
15
-3
--185 116
Stands: Irish Hill Century Farm NY Fee: $3,000
9
1
2
-1
173 100
Stands: Red River Farms LA Fee: $2,500
12
----128 93
Stands: Taylor Mountain Farm USA (Dead/Ret/Exp)
9
----93 68
Stands: Roland Farm MD Fee: $3,000

Highest Earner

Earnings

$5,662,600
$39,454,325
City of Light
$6,692,480
$28,475,270
Accelerate
$935,935
$22,741,082
Marley's Freedom
$2,354,454
$22,305,610
I'm a Chatterbox
$1,496,250
$19,123,628
Runhappy
$1,595,513
$18,935,226
X Y Jet
$750,925
$18,273,776
Axelrod
$902,387
$16,814,014
Lady Shipman
$1,680,091
$14,441,986
Miss Temple City
$1,624,392
$12,331,361
Girvin
$559,120
$11,618,986
Black Tide
$335,378
$8,195,467
Sound Django
$976,000
$5,964,933
Firing Line
$866,955
$5,696,490
Charitable Annuity
$454,242
$5,387,334
My Magician

FOR ALL TDN SIRE LISTSBINCLUDING INDIVIDUAL CROP-YEAR REPORTS--VISIT WWW.THETDN.COM/TDN-SIRE-STATS/
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produced champion Dreaming of Anna (Rahy). Lifetime Record:
9-3-1-0, $66,280. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO,
sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.
O-Lael Stables; B-M. Roy Jackson (KY); T-Arnaud Delacour.

IN ORDER OF PURSE:
8th-Fair Grounds, $42,000, Alw (NW1X)/Opt. Clm ($50,000),
3-13, 3yo, 1 1/16mT, 1:47.73, fm.
WAR FILM (c, 3, Declaration of War--Film Maker {GISW,
$2,203,730}, by Dynaformer), a first-out winner on yielding
Keeneland turf Oct. 17, was given a 31-10 chance to repeat here
and stumbled badly coming out of the gate, relegating him to a
clear last behind fractions of :23.70 and :48.43. Catching up with
the field heading into the far turn, the chestnut angled six deep
at the head of the lane and steadily closed down the center of
the course to tag stablemate War Treaty (Scat Daddy) by a halflength on the wire. The victor is a half to Film Shot (Distorted
Humor), MGSP, $206,375; and Film Making (Storm Cat), SP,
$175,388. His dam, victress of the 2003 GI Queen Elizabeth II
Challenge Cup S. and twice runner-up in the GI Breeders’ Cup
Filly & Mare Turf, has a juvenile Lemon Drop Kid colt in Russia
named Whiskey Lemon Bars and was bred to Orb last spring.
Sales History: $75,000 Ylg '17 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: 2-2-0-0,
$65,400. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored
by Fasig-Tipton.
O-L and N Racing LLC; B-Courtlandt Farm (KY); T-Steven M.
Asmussen.

8th-Tampa Bay Downs, $21,000, Alw (NW2X)/Opt. Clm
($32,000), 3-13, 4yo/up, f/m, 1mT, 1:35.18, fm.
JEHOZACAT (f, 4, Tapit--Precious Kitten {MGISW, $1,912,543},
by Catienus), a debut graduate in the summer of 2017 at Laurel,
failed to find the mark in her next three tries before switching to
turf and scoring in a course-and-distance optional claimer last
February. Eased in the GIII Florida Oaks after that, she was
seventh in both the Mizdirection S. at Aqueduct and the Boiling
Springs S. when last seen May 26 at Monmouth. Let go at 21-5
in this return, the gray tracked from just off the speed at the rail
through splits of :23.85 and :47.78, switched out three wide
nearing the quarter pole and took charge at the top of the lane
before drawing away strongly to a 5 3/4-length romp. Barrel of
Destiny (Bluegrass Cat) got up late to complete the exacta. The
victress is a full-sister to these connections’ Divining Rod, GSW &
MGISP, $882,604. Her dam, a three-time Grade I winner over
turf, is a half to champion and standout turf sire Kitten’s Joy (El
Prado {Ire}), as well as Justenuffheart (Broad Brush), who

IN ORDER OF PURSE:
6th-Fair Grounds, $40,000, Msw, 3-13, 3yo, f, 5 1/2fT, 1:06.28, fm.
LIBBY KNOWS (f, 3, Mark Valeski--Casanova Striker, by Smart
Strike) showed 10 consecutive local five-furlong works to build
stamina for this debut, capped by a gate spin in 1:01 1/5 (5/18)
Mar. 6, but was dismissed at over 17-1 off a 6-1 morning-line
quote. Traveling in a pocketed third through a :22.37 quarter,
the homebred split horses at the three-eighths pole, poked her
head in front past midstretch and edged clear to post a 1 1/4length upset. Chikara (First Samurai) overcame a troubled trip
and closed to get second money. The winner, the 12th for her
first-crop sire (by Proud Citizen), is a half to Ciguaraya (Latent
Heat), SW, $186,998; Silver Time (Indian Charlie), SW, $159,932;
and Midnight Soiree (Include), SW, $141,690. Her dam produced
a colt by Upstart last season before visiting Summer Front. Sales
History: $37,000 RNA Wlg '16 KEENOV. Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0,
$24,000. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored
by Fasig-Tipton.
O/B-Brereton C. Jones (KY); T-J. Larry Jones.

Wednesday Cancellations
TURF PARADISE

War Film (Declaration of War) stays unbeaten
with a last-to-first rally on the Fair Grounds turf
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Jamgotchian (KY); T-Eric R. Reed. *$9,000 RNA Ylg '17 KEEJAN;
$30,000 RNA 3yo '19 FTKFEB.

FIRST-CROP STARTERS TO WATCH: THURSDAY, MARCH 14
Laurie's Rocket (Bluegrass Cat), McDowell Farm, $1,000
30 foals of racing age/1 winner/0 black-type winners
7-Oaklawn, Msw 6f, ANOTHER ROCKET, 4-1
Uncaptured (Lion Heart), Ocala Stud Farm, $6,000
141 foals of racing age/12 winners/4 black-type winners
8-Oaklawn, Aoc 6f, BYE BYE J, 1-2
$21,000 OBS WIN yrl

ALLOWANCE RESULTS:
8th-Delta Downs, $48,000, (NW1X)/Opt. Clm ($15,000), 3-12,
4yo/up, f/m, 7f, 1:27.50, ft.
YES GORGEOUS (f, 4, Mass Media--Isn't She Gorgeous, by Yes
It's True) Lifetime Record: SW, 22-5-10-1, $252,880. O/T-Scott
Gelner; B-J. Adcock & Montgomery Equine Center (LA). *$1,700
Ylg '16 ESLMIX.
7th-Delta Downs, $47,000, (S), 3-12, (NW1X), 4yo/up, 1m,
1:41.85, ft.
EXTON (c, 4, Musket Man--You're a Monkey, by Known Fact)
Lifetime Record: 14-4-3-2, $82,220. O-Elite Thoroughbred
Racing LLC; B-Jason Frannino (LA); T-Lee Thomas.
4th-Mahoning Valley, $23,500, 3-13, (NW2L), 3yo/up, f/m,
1m 70y, 1:48.87, ft.
PASSALLTHECANDY (f, 3, Twirling Candy--Passing Shower, by
War Pass) Lifetime Record: 4-2-0-0, $23,463. O/B-Jerry

4th-Sam Houston Race Park, $20,500, 3-13, (NW1X), 4yo/up,
1 1/16m (off turf), 1:46.96, ft.
SAMICEAN (GER) (g, 6, Medicean {GB}--Samerous {Fr} {GSPIty}, by Generous {Ire}) Lifetime Record: 26-8-3-3, $86,137.
O/T-Steven M. Asmussen; B-Gestut Paschberg (GER). *€34,000
Ylg '14 BBAGS.
ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:
Quarky, c, 3, The Factor--Beyond the Reach (MSW, $278,398),
by Sahm. Tampa Bay Downs, 3-13, 5fT, :56.30. B-Center Hills
Farm (OK). *$20,000 Wlg '16 KEENOV; $4,000 2yo '18 OBSAPR.
Wimbledonbondgirl, f, 4, Wimbledon--She's a Bond Girl (MSP,
$130,565), by Truluck. Sam Houston Race Park, 3-13, 1 1/16m
(off turf), 1:48.93. B-William Higgins & Brent Davidson (OK).
*1/2 to Another Bond Girl (Don’t Get Mad), SW, $313,737.

DECLARATION OF WAR, War Film, c, 3, o/o Film Maker, by
Dynaformer. AOC, 3-13, Fair Grounds
MARK VALESKI, Libby Knows, f, 3, o/o Casanova Striker, by
Smart Strike. MSW, 3-13, Fair Grounds
MASS MEDIA, Yes Gorgeous, f, 4, o/o Isn't She Gorgeous, by Yes
It's True. AOC, 3-12, Delta Downs
MEDICEAN (GB), Samicean (Ger), g, 6, o/o Samerous (Fr), by
Generous (Ire). ALW, 3-13, Sam Houston
MUSKET MAN, Exton, c, 4, o/o You're a Monkey, by Known Fact.
ALW, 3-12, Delta Downs
TAPIT, Jehozacat, f, 4, o/o Precious Kitten, by Catienus. AOC,
3-13, Tampa Bay
THE FACTOR, Quarky, c, 3, o/o Beyond the Reach, by Sahm.
MSW, 3-13, Tampa Bay
TWIRLING CANDY, Passallthecandy, f, 3, o/o Passing Shower, by
War Pass. ALW, 3-13, Mahoning Valley
WIMBLEDON, Wimbledonbondgirl, f, 4, o/o She's a Bond Girl, by
Truluck. MSW, 3-13, Sam Houston

THURSDAY, 14 MARCH 2019

ALTIOR AS BRAVE
AS HE IS BRILLIANT

QUORTO INJURED, GUINEAS OFF THE TABLE
Group 1 winner Quorto (Ire) (Dubawi {Ire}) has sustained an
injury in Dubai where he was wintering and will miss the G1
QIPCO 2000 Guineas, Godolphin announced on Wednesday
morning. The Godolphin homebred >TDN Rising Star= is
undefeated in three starts to date, including the July 14 G2
Superlative S. and the Sept. 16 G1 National S. when last seen. He
was one of the leading fancies for the first British Classic of the
season, which will take place over Newmarket=s Rowley Mile on
May 4.
AUnfortunately Quorto has suffered a soft tissue injury in
training in Dubai which will mean he will have to miss the 2000
Guineas,@ said trainer Charlie Appleby. "It's a real shame as we
had high hopes for him this year. We'll know more when he's
scanned for a second time in a couple of weeks. It's too early to
say when he could be back in action but we've been here before
with these injuries and we'll see how he recovers."

Altior & Nico de Boinville | Racing Post

by Emma Berry
CHELTENHAM, UKCIt takes a great horse to win championship
races, but it takes a true champion to fight his way back for glory
just as it looks as if he is beaten. At Cheltenham on Wednesday,
the remarkable Altior (Ire) (High Chaparral {Ire}) claimed not
just his second G1 Betway Queen Mother Champion Chase but
his fourth win at the Festival and his 18th consecutive victory to
equal the winning streak of one of the track's great heroes, Big
Buck's (Fr) (Cadoudal {Fr}). However, it was the manner of
Altior's latest triumph, rather than mere statistics, which
showed that he is far more than just a horse gifted with rare
ability but also one with the grit to produce a rallying final
charge in compensation for an uncharacteristic blunder which
disrupted his trademark smooth passage.
"I was thinking about Winx (Aus) (Street Cry {Ire}) last night
and 18 wins is totally irrelevant really," said Nicky Henderson
with a grin as he admitted to a degree of relief with regard to
Altior's triumphant return, which gave the trainer his sixth win in
the race and his second dual champion after Sprinter Sacre (Fr)
(Network {Ger}).
He continued,"It's nice when it's over. It's like hitting your
head against a brick wall. The only nice bit is when it stops.
We've been very lucky and to find another one like [Sprinter
Sacre] so soon has been extraordinary." Cont. p2

Quorto | Racing Post

IN TDN AMERICA TODAY
MEDAG COLT TOPS THE SECOND DAY OF OBSMAR
A colt by Medaglia d’Oro brought $900,000 to top the second
day of the OBS March Sale. Click or tap here to go straight to
TDN America.

TDN EUROPE • PAGE 2 OF 9 • THETDN.COM

Cheltenham Day 2 Cont. from p1
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Royal (Fr) (Doctor Dino {Fr}) breathing down his neck at the
second last and he temporarily surrendered the lead to the
For jockey Nico de Boinville it was a third Champion Chase
latter on landing after the final fence. His superior class soon
success in just four years, and
told, however, as he rallied
with a Gold Cup among his
between the two challengers,
swiftly rising tally of big-race
his neck long and low as he gave
wins, Henderson's unassuming
one last effort up the hill for
stable jockey can rightly be
home, with Politologue staying
considered among the best of
on to take second.
his generation.
"Altior is an absolutely
The trainer added, "Nico
warrior," said de Boinville. "We
started with us as an amateur
were just slightly coming
and he was known as Sprinter's
unstuck on that ground. We had
work rider, that's how he made
a bit of a miscommunication at
a name for himself, but he has a
the water jump, when he
name in his own right now."
wanted to go long and I wanted
As the day's feature unfolded,
him to come in and pop because
Altior, in second behind
I didn't want him to get too
Nicky Henderson, Nico de Boinville & William Henry | Getty Images
long-time leader Saint Calvados
exuberant over those fences and
(Fr) (Saint Des Saints {Fr}), prompted a collective gasp from the
waste too much energy.
crowd as he fiddled the water jump, getting low but managing
"We definitely went half a length down after the last, but he
to stay on his feet and regain his momentum to take up the lead
just seemed to find this extra gear. I don't know where it comes
with three fences left to jump. With his advantage significantly
fromChe is just a phenomenal athlete. I think he doesn't know
reduced, he had Politologue (Fr) (Poliglote {GB}) and Sceau
how to lose at the moment. Long may it continue." Cont. p3
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Cheltenham Day 2 Cont.
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Altior's win was the second of the day for both trainer and
jockey, who had struck in the previous race with the
fast-finishing William Henry (Ire) (King's Theatre {Ire}) in the G3
Coral Cup, allowing Henderson to draw level again with his old
foe Willie Mullins, the pair having trained 63 Festival winners
apiece.

At The Top Table
While it is Mullins with whom Henderson regularly does battle
for Cheltenham honours, the man keeping him off the top of the
jumps trainers' table in Britain is the former 10-time champion
Paul Nicholls, whose unusual dry spell of the last few seasons
has come to a definitive end this year.
With the well-timed win of the statuesque Topofthegame (Ire)
(Flemensfirth {Ire}) in the G1 RSA Insurance Novices' Chase, it
was unsurprising that minds were cast back to Denman (Ire)
(Presenting {GB}), a former winner of the race for Nicholls and
owner Paul Barber who went on to glory in the Gold Cup.
"He is not unlike Denman," admitted Nicholls. "We're really
excited to have him. He is rated pretty much the same as
Denman was at this stage of his career. Denman was a grinder
and this horse has plenty of boot. He travels well and jumps
wellChe is only going to get better."

Contributing Editor
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Twitter: @EquinealTDN
Cafe Racing
Sean Cronin
Tom Frary
caferacing@thetdn.com
Irish Correspondent
Daithi Harvey
Regular Columnists
Chris McGrath | Andrew Caulfield
John Berry | Kevin Blake

IN TDN AUS/NZ TODAY
SNITZEL TRIO AT WARWICK FARM
A trio of promising winners by Snitzel (Aus) claimed the first
three races at Warwick Farm on Wednesday. Click or tap here
to go straight to TDN Aus/NZ.

Topofthegame (right) & Santini in flight | Getty Images

At 17.3hh, Topofthegame, is one of the biggest horses in
training and his reputation is fast catching up, as is that of his
young jockey Harry Cobden, who was riding his second Festival
winner after giving his mount an accomplished, patient ride.
"He is a beast, probably the biggest horse I have ridden," said
the 20-year-old. "He's only just growing into himself and
improving all the time.@
Cont. p4
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Cheltenham Day 2 Cont.
He added, AHe travelled into the race great and I wanted to
make sure I got two good jumps, and that's what I got, then he
galloped up that hill. He winged
the last couple of fences, and he's
only just got the confidence to do
thatCbefore he'd find a way to
back out of it. He got it right at the
last and it probably sealed the
deal."

City Slicker Than The Rest

THURSDAY • 14 MARCH 2019

fantastic."
City Island became a second winner of the same race for his
unraced sire Court Cave, a full-brother to Beat Hollow (GB) who
stands at Boardsmill Stud. The
Juddmonte-bred brothers came
very close to both being
represented by winners on
Wednesday when the veteran
globetrotter and G1 Irish St Leger
winner Wicklow Brave (GB) made
a last-to-first dash under top
weight in the Coral Cup, only to be
beaten on the line by William
Henry.

The remainder of Wednesday's
races were dominated by
Irish-trained runners, with first
Tiger's Feat
blood going to Martin Brassil,
He may not have the elite status
whose City Island (Ire) (Court
of Altior, but Tiger Roll (Ire)
Cave {Ire}) delivered a dream
Tiger Roll jumping the last | Getty Images
(Authorized {Ire}) is every bit as
victory for owner and race
hardy and grows in cult status with each passing race. He too
sponsor Sean Mulryan in the G1 Ballymore Novices' Hurdle.
recorded his fourth Festival victory, cruising to a follow-up win
Mulryan, chief executive of Ballymore, said, "It's my first
winner in Cheltenham at the Festival, and to win our own race is in the Glenfarclas Cross-Country Chase in the hands of Keith
Donoghue. Cont. p5
very special. This is a magic place, and to win any race here is

Altior (Ire) (High Chaparral {Ire}) and Nico de Boinville en route to winning the G1 Queen Mother Champion Chase at Cheltenham. | Racing Post
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Cheltenham Day 2 Cont.

A treble winner on the Flat before switching to hurdles, Band
Of Outlaws was bought by O'Brien's sister Sarah for i11,000 as
More importantly, his stroll around the intricate course within
a yearling at the Tattersalls Ireland September Sale and races in
Cheltenham's main track will put
the colours of Jason Carthy.
him spot on to defend his crown
"Band Of Outlaws has not
at Aintree in next month's Grand
done much wrong over hurdles,
National.
though in a handicap it is hard to
Eddie O'Leary, brother of
know and he was carrying near
winning owner Michael O'Leary
to top-weight," said O'Brien. "He
of Gigginstown House Stud and
is not an easy ride because you
Ryanair fame, explained that a
can't get there too soon on him.
spell in the hunting field had
It got a bit tight between horses
reignited the 9-year-old's
and JJ let them have the room
passion for racing. He said, "He's
before coming back around
not a good horse, he's a great
them, which was the right thing
horse. He looks to be a freak of
to do because as soon as he gets
nature, and people forget that
there, he has a look.
he had stopped racing. He was
"We thought we had a few
sick of the game and didn't want Band Of Outlaws gives trainer Joseph O=Brien his first Cheltenham chances yesterday. They all ran
any more of it, then Keith
well, but it is nice to get a
Festival winner | Getty Images
Donoghue took him hunting [in
winner today."
2017] and he went down the cross-country route and he got his
mojo back."
Allen Again
He added, "The cross-country discipline really invigorated him,
On Tuesday it was the turn of Espoir d'Allen (Fr) (Voix Du Nord
so while people dismiss this race, don't forget what it can do for
{Fr}) in the G1 Unibet Champion Hurdle and 24 hours later his
some horses."
relation Envoi Allen (Fr) (Muhtathir {Ire}) gave breeder Bruno
Vagne his second top-flight winner in two days when storming
to success in the G1 Weatherbys Champion Bumper.
Three years ago, Joseph O'Brien unofficially trained his first
The victory was also the second at the meeting for Cheveley
Cheltenham Festival winner
Park Stud, which had been
when Ivanovich Gorbatov
represented on the opening
(Ire) (Montjeu {Ire}) won the
day by the wide-margin
G1 Triumph Hurdle for JP
winner A Plus Tard (Fr)
McManus. However, this was
(Kapgarde {Fr}). Buying
several months before
French-bred jumpers and
O'Brien junior received his
sending them to be trained in
training licence so the win of
Ireland is working a treat for
the horse under his care went
David and Patricia Thompson
down in the name of his
so far, though the Gordon
father Aidan. Since the official
Elliott-trained Envoi Allen was
start of his training career,
made to dig deep to repel a
Joseph has left few stones
determined challenge from
Envoi
Allen
(far
right)
|
Getty
Images
unturned and has already
Blue Sari (Fr) (Saddex {Ire}),
recorded significant
the sole runner for Willie
milestones on the Flat. Now his jumping CV has been
Mullins who normally launches a multi-pronged attack for
embellished with victory at Cheltenham for another 4-year-old
Wednesday's traditional closer.
hurdler, Band Of Outlaws (Ire) (Fast Company {Ire}), who landed
The AQPS-breds Espoir d'Allen and Envoi Allen share the same
the G3 Boodles Juvenile Handicap Hurdle under the trainer's
third dam, Violeta (Fr), a stalwart of the Vagne family's breeding
cousin JJ Slevin.
operation in Allier, central France. Cont. p6

O'Brien Officially On The Board
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From Parade Ring To Sales Ring
As soon as the winner and placed horses have vacated the
winner's enclosure after the final race today (Thursday), the
hallowed space will temporarily become a sales ring and
rostrum as 24 select National Hunt prospects come under the
hammer for the Tattersalls Cheltenham Festival Sale.
Close inspection will doubtless be given to lot 18, Enjoy d'Allen
(Fr) (Network {Ger}), an eight-length point-to-point winner who
hails from the family the aforementioned Grade 1 winner Espoir
d'Allen and Envoi Allen.
Recent form is the key ingredient to attracting decent prices at
the rising number of boutique sales throughout the jumps
season and, with the catalogue hot off the press, the immediacy
of the results are highlighted by the fact that eight horsesCone
third of the catalogueCwon point-to-point races over the
previous weekend. They include lot 19, Hold That Taught (GB), a
4-year-old Kayf Tara (GB) half-brother to the dual listed-winning
hurdler Banjaxed Girl (GB) (King's Theatre {Ire}) who was herself
represented by a 4-year-old winner at Sandown on Saturday
when her first foal, Le Milos (GB) (Shirocco {Ger}) struck on his
second British start for Tim Vaughan. Also offered is 5-year-old
Crypto (Ire) (Gold Well {GB}), who won a Newcastle bumper by
16 lengths on debut on March 5 and is the penultimate horse
through the ring (lot 23).
Turnover for last year's Festival Sale stood at ,3,165,000 for
20 horses sold at an average price of ,158,250.

NO TARIFF ON IMPORTED GELDINGS IF NO
DEAL BREXIT
There will be no tariff on geldings imported into the United
Kingdom within the first year of a no-deal Brexit, the UK
government advised on Wednesday. The World Trade
Organisation rules would come into force in the event of a nodeal Brexit, and normally there would be an 11.5% tariff on
geldings, but geldings and other horses were not listed under
the temporary tariff regime published by the government in
advance of a vote in Parliament on the issue.
AOur priority is securing a deal with the European Union as this
will avoid disruption to our global trading relationships,@ said
Trade Policy Minister George Hollingbery in a statement.
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AHowever, we must prepare for all eventualities. If we leave
without a deal, we will set the majority of our import tariffs to
zero, whilst maintaining tariffs for the most sensitive industries.
This balanced approach will help to support British jobs and
avoid potential price increases that would hit the poorest
households the hardest. It represents a modest liberalisation of
tariffs and we will be monitoring the economy closely, as well as
consulting with businesses, to decide what our tariffs should be
after this transitional period.@

OBSERVATIONS
on the European racing scene

4.20 Chantilly, Debutantes, i25,000, 3yo, f, 8f (AWT)
GOLDEN BOX (Kitten=s Joy) debuts for LNJ Foxwoods SC and
Alain De Royer-Dupre, with her owners having purchased the G3
Prix Cleopatre-winning dam Gold Round (Ire) (Caerleon) for
i520,000 at the 2012 Arqana December Sale. A half-sister to
three black-type performers from the family of Goldikova (Ire)
(Anabaa), she encounters the Wertheimers= High Profile (GB)
(Dansili {GB}), a Freddy Head-trained half-sister to the multiple
Group 1-winning Solow (GB) (Singspiel {Ire}) and SARL Darpat=s
Villalar (Fr) (Whipper), a Carlos Laffon-Parias full-sister to the
stable=s star of 2018 Recoletos (Fr).

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:
Munhamek (GB), g, 3, Dark Angel (Ire)--Cadenza (Fr), by Dansili
(GB). Kempton, 3-13, 7f (AWT), 1:26.85. B-Shadwell Estate
Company Limited (GB). *16,000gns 2yo >18 TATAHI.
Boutonniere, c, 3, Istan--Asscher Rose, by Dynaformer. Lingfield,
3-13, 10f (AWT), 2:04.49. B-BHMFR, LLC (KY).
Beat Le Bon (Fr), c, 3, Wootton Bassett (GB)--Frida La Blonde
(Fr), by Elusive City. Lingfield, 3-13, 6f 1y (AWT), 1:11.07.
B-Gestut Zur Kuste Ag (FR); T-Richard Hannon. *i100,000 Ylg
>17 ARAUG. **SP-Eng.
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Thursday, Chantilly, post time: 2.35 p.m.
PRIX MONTENICA-Listed, i55,000, 3yo, 6 1/2f (AWT)
SC PP HORSE
SIRE
JOCKEY
TRAINER WT
1 3 Pizzicato (Ity)
Dabirsim (Fr)
Soumillon
Chappet 128
2 12 Wind Test (GB)
Epaulette (Aus)
Demuro
Giorgi
128
3 8 El Guanche (Fr)
Power (GB)
De Julian Alonso Blas
128
4 7 Power Best (Ire)
Power (GB)
Atzeni
G Botti 128
5 11 Quiet Endeavour (Ire) Society Rock (Ire) Doyle
Watson 128
6 10 Sicilia (GB)
Kingman (GB)
Peslier
Laffon-Parias125
7 2 Strings of Life (GB) Slade Power (Ire)
Barzalona
Pantall 125
8 5 Kodyanna (Ire)
Kodiac (GB)
Bachelot
Wattel
125
9 9 Vanilla Gold (Ire)
No Nay Never
Pasquier
Clement 125
10 6 Big Brothers Pride (Fr) Invincible Spirit (Ire) Boudot
Rohaut 125
11 1 No War
War Front
Bertras
Rohaut 125
12 4 Singing Tower (Fr)
Siyouni (Fr)
Maillot
Clement 125
Thursday, Chantilly, post time: 3.50 p.m.
PRIX RONDE DE NUIT-Listed, i55,000, 3yo, 5 1/2f (AWT)
SC PP HORSE
SIRE
JOCKEY
TRAINER
1 8 Milord’s Song (Fr)
Siyouni (Fr)
Bachelot
Wattel
2 9 We Go (Fr)
No Nay Never
Boudot
Pantall
3 6 Pardon My French (Ire) Kodiac (GB)
Murzabayev Luka Jr
4 7 Enough Said (GB)
Kyllachy (GB)
Hamelin
Palussiere
5 10 Tertius (Fr)
Siyouni (Fr)
Journiac
Nigge
6 2 Survoltee (Ger)
Helmet (Aus)
Demuro
Chappet
7 3 Shumookhi (Ire)
Society Rock (Ire) Greatrex
Watson
8 4 Cigalera (Fr)
Elusive City
Piccone
Delcher
Sanchez
9 1 Tisona (GB)
Bated Breath (GB) Hardouin
Palussiere
10 5 Happy Odyssey (Ire) Camacho (GB)
Pasquier
Clement

IN QATAR:
Sir Commander (Ire), g, 4, Lethal Force (Ire)--Ronja (SW-Ger), by
El Corredor. Al Rayyan, 3-13, Maiden, 1200m, 1:12.41. B-Dr T
Grewe. *1/2 to Ross (Ire) (Acclamation {GB}), SW-Fr, MGSPUAE, SP-Fr, $464,735. **65,000gns Wlg >15 TATDEF; i130,000
Ylg >16 GOFORB; 47,000gns HRA >18 TATJUL. VIDEO
Lo De Nalane (Ire), c, 4, Pivotal (GB)--Ilhabela (Ire), by Azamour
(Ire). Al Rayyan, 3-13, Hcp., 1800m, 1:56.62. B-R Nahas & A
Louis-Dreyfus. *i6,000 2yo >17 ARQNOV. VIDEO

WITH BILL NADER

WT
128
128
128
128
128
125
125
125
125
125

CONDITIONS RESULT:
2nd-Le-Croise-Laroche, i17,000, 3-13, 4yo, 12 1/2fT, 2:54.00, hy.
CHESHMEH (FR) (f, 4, Kendargent {Fr}--Cherriya {Fr}, by
Montjeu {Ire}) Lifetime Record: GSP-Ger, 8-3-1-1, i24,500.
O-Darius Racing; B-Guy Pariente Holding (FR); T-Henk Grewe.
*i150,000 Ylg >16 ARQAUG; i70,000 RNA Ylg >16 BBAOCT.
**Full to Kenriya (Fr), GSP-Fr, $108,328.

IN HONG KONG:
Alpha Hedge (Ire), g, 5, Sir Prancealot (Ire)--Malta, by Gone
West. Happy Valley, 3-13, Hcp. (,89k/i104k), 1650mT,
1:40.05. B-Tom Twomey. *i34,000 Wlg >14 GOFNOV; ,12,000
Ylg >15 DONAUG; ,6,000 RNA 2yo >16 GOFAPR. VIDEO

Bill Nader | HKJC photo

Following a distinguished career with the New York Racing
Association, in which he rose to the number two executive
position, Bill Nader served a first tour of duty with the Hong
Kong Jockey Club as its Executive Director of Racing for eight
years. Nader returned to the U.S. in January 2016, but just over
one year ago, it was announced that he would return to the HKJC
as its Director of Racing, Business Operations. On the eve of the
BMW Hong Kong Derby and with entries for FWD Champions
Day set to close early next week, the TDN=s Alan Carasso posed a
series of questions on the current state of Hong Kong Racing, his
feelings about the new Conghua Racecourse and Hong Kong=s
position on the world racing stage:
TDN: Tuesday will mark one year since your return to the
saddle at the HKJC? How do you reflect upon the last 12
months?
Cont. p8
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TDN Q&A W/Bill Nader Cont.
Bill Nader: This is such an amazing place to be for horse racing.
It's very familiar to me, the stakes are high and everything
moves fast. The one big difference has been the opening of
Conghua, a project I was involved with at the outset and I was
able to be back in time for the official opening in August.
TDN: The training centre at Conghua is up and running and has
been critically acclaimed. Can you articulate just what the CTC
means to racing in Hong Kong now and into the
future?
BN: We now call it CRC--Conghua Racecourse. This might be the
single biggest initiative in the history of the Hong Kong Jockey
Club, which was founded in 1884. Racing here has graduated
from amateur to professional to elite, and Conghua will play a
big part in maintaining and improving that status. It allows for an
expansion in the horse
population and opens up new
avenues for success. The
facilities are outstanding and
we are now operating on a
three-track platform of Sha Tin
and Happy Valley in Hong
Kong with Conghua in
Mainland under the umbrella
of the Greater Bay area.
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BN: The interim arrangement came just in time to give us a
fighting chance to allow Australian-based horses the opportunity
to participate in Champions Day on Apr. 28. This is a critical step
forward and we remain keen for DAWR (Australian Department
of Agriculture and Water Resources) to complete its evaluation
to pave the way for a full reinstatement of bilateral movements
of horses between Australia and Hong Kong. We certainly
appreciate the work of DAWR and the HKSAR AFCD (Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department) in reaching this interim
agreement.
TDN: Last year=s Longines Hong Kong International Races saw
locally based horses sweep all four events, an historical first.
On the one hand, that fact exemplifies the strength of the
racing product in Hong Kong, but do you see it as a doubleedged sword in any way in that perhaps, like Japan, there may
be a hesitance to ship in for races that are increasingly hard to
win?
BN: I certainly hope not. The
prize money is in the top
echelon and the entire
experience for the owner,
trainer, jockey and the horse is
positively first class. The value
proposition is intact. It would
be a real longshot that a clean
sweep could happen again, as
the overall competition is
simply too good. History
shows that every part of the
world can win here.

TDN: CTC, or should I say CRC,
is set to stage a day of racing,
Conghua Racecourse | HKJC photo
minus wagering, of course, on
Mar. 23. How critical an event is this from the Club=s
perspective?
TDN: Although Hong Kong=s biggest names (i.e. Beauty
Generation, Exultant, Mr Stunning) are swerving Dubai World
BN: It's historic and it will be one of those rare days that merit
Cup night, the jurisdiction will be represented by at least a few
the word unforgettable. This is the first-ever Hong Kong Jockey
very nice horses, including Southern Legend in the Dubai Turf
Club race meeting in the Mainland. It is a breakthrough
and Gold Mount in the staying race, the Dubai Gold Cup. How
achievement to bring the entire engine across the border, the
do you assess their chances?
horses, the prize money, owners, jockeys, trainers, racing
officials and television coverage in Hong Kong and China. Many
BN: Southern Legend is a good horse and is in good form, but he
people in attendance will be seeing top-class horse racing for
would need to win the race of his life to win the Dubai Turf to
the first time and there will be high ranking Government officials match up with Almond Eye and Dream Castle. Gold Mount will
also there to witness the occasion.
be making a big leap from 2000m to 3200m in the Dubai World
Cup, but he is proven over 2400 and it will be interesting to see
TDN: The Club certainly must be pleased with the news from
how he goes over that trip. We also have Wishful Thinker for the
the past week that Australian authorities are prepared to
Al Quoz and another horse named Fight Hero, which finished
loosen the travel restrictions on Australian horses.
second in the Korea Sprint last year, a possibility for the Golden
Shaheen. Cont. p9
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TDN Q&A W/Bill Nader Cont.
TDN: The Club has done some shifting of the calendar to create
a mini HKIR day in early spring, including the QE II Cup, the
Champions Mile and the Chairman=s Sprint Prize. The races are
well positioned relative to DWC night and to a lesser extent,
The Championships. What is the Club doing to try to encourage
participation from outside of Hong Kong?
BN: We did this for the first time last year and attendance was
up 50%. We will have the track in top condition and an overseas
trainer can bring more than one horse with three major Group 1
races to pick from. Free entries close on March 18 and it is a
perfect fit on the global calendar, four weeks after the Dubai
World Cup race meeting. The Longines Hong Kong International
Races in December is our flagship event, but we now have the
second part of a strong one-two punch. It also encourages our
Hong Kong owners to compete at the top end as well as solidify
the Hong Kong brand as one that is global as opposed to local.
TDN: For a jurisdiction as small and insular as Hong Kong, it
churns out a huge number of top-class runners, including
word=s best miler Beauty Generation. This must be a source of
great pride for the Club.

LANCASTER BOMBER HEADED TO SAF
2018 G1 Tattersalls Gold Cup hero and National Stud firstseason stallion Lancaster Bomber (War FrontBSun Shower {Ire},
by Indian Ridge {Ire}) will continue his stallion career in South
Africa beginning in the 2019 Southern Hemisphere season,
Sporting Post reported on Wednesday. The 5-year-old will stand
at Drakenstein Stud Farm, and he will be syndicated and
managed by John Freeman=s Freeman Stallions. The bay, whose
Northern Hemisphere breeding career is managed by Avenue
Bloodstock, is standing his first season at the National Stud for
£8,500, Oct. 1, SLF. Out of Sun Shower, the former Coolmore
runner is a half-brother to MG1SW and French highweight
Excelebration (Ire) (Exceed And Excel {Aus}), to MGSW Mull of
Killough (Ire) (Mull of Kintyre) and to Indian MSW Shivalik
Showers (Ind) (Dancing Forever).

BN: This is a great source of pride for all of Hong Kong. Horse
racing is such a big part of the social fabric here and you have to
remember that this is a small place with only 7.5 million people
and 1300 race horses. Beauty Generation has developed into a
real star. Hong Kong is also home to 11 of the world's Top 100
Group 1 races and it has been exciting to see Hong Kong people
develop a true appreciation for international racing.
TDN: Where do you see Hong Kong racing 10 years from now?
BN: It will continue to be an industry leader. This is an almost
perfect racing and business model with government and the
community as important and respected stakeholders. It has such
a solid foundation and now with the implementation and further
development of Conghua, it can only get stronger. Ten years
from now, I will be watching from somewhere else with interest
and I expect great things.

Lancaster Bomber | Amy Lanigan

DID YOU KNOW?
BOOKMARK
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/getLatest.php
to download the latest edition of the TDN each day.

Zarak (Dubawi) was tabbed
as a “TDN Rising Star”
Visit the TDN Rising Stars section
on our website!

GROUP ENTRIES
Friday, Abu Dhabi, Dubai, post time: 7:00 p.m.
ABU DHABI CHAMPIONSHIP-G3, AED380,000 (US$103,471/£79,108/€91,617), NH 4yo/up & SH 3yo/up, 2200mT
PP
HORSE
SIRE
JOCKEY
TRAINER
1
Kronprinz (Ger)
Lord of England (Ger)
Fresu
Charpy
2
Earnshaw
Medaglia d’Oro
Ffrench
bin Ghadayer
3
GM Hopkins (GB)
Dubawi (Ire)
Cosgrave
Ramadhan
4
Hermoso Mundo (SAf)
Ideal World
Fayd’Herbe
de Kock
5
Jaaref (Ire)
Sea The Stars (Ire)
Crowley
Al Rayhi
6
Saltarin Dubai (Arg)
E Dubai
Mullen
Seemar
7
Second Summer K
Summer Bird
O’Shea
Al Rayhi
8
Connect (GB)
Roderic O’Conner (Ire)
Beasley
bin Harmash
9
Walk in the Sun K
Street Sense
Ziani
bin Ghadayer
*All post times are local time.

WT
126
125
125
125
125
125
125
124
124
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SNITZEL TRIO
AT WARWICK FARM

"We've had some fantastic memories with Sweet Idea,
obviously it=s been a great family to us and this is the filly that
reminds us most of her. She's got very similar attributes and is
the closest we=ve seen to her sister," he said. "There's a lot of
upside to her going forward from today and hopefully she can
live right up to the pedigree."
Bott said Evening Slippers, who is owned by Jon Kelly,
Arrowfield, Katsumi Yoshida and James Wiltz, would likely head
towards the G2 Percy Sykes S. at Randwick during April.
"I think the race looks ideal for her and that's what we=ve
targeted her at. We=ve always thought she was a filly of Slipper
potential, but that has come up a bit quick for her. We thought it
would be the wrong thing rushing her to that race, so we have
just taken our time with her," he said.

Confidence Booster for Cardiff

Evening Slippers as a yearling | Magic Millions

by Bren O'Brien
A trio of promising Snitzel youngsters claimed the first three
races at Warwick Farm on Wednesday and all look set to elevate
to stakes company in the near future. Expensive filly Evening
Slippers was the most high-profile of the winners, prevailing
against her fellow 2-year-old fillies over 1000m. The full sister to
Group 1 winner Sweet Idea and Group 2 winner Showtime,
Evening Slippers cost A$1.8m at the 2018 Magic Millions Gold
Coast Sale from Arrowfield Stud.
Having placed third when sat outside the leader on debut, this
time she led up on the rail under Tim Clark. She was challenged
all the way down the straight by Godolphin filly Bollywood
(Sepoy) but found enough when needed to secure a 0.2l win,
her first of what co-trainer Adrian Bott hopes will be many.
"It was really great to see her dig deep and fight on. The horse
to her outside had a fitness advantage on her with the race
experience this preparation and I think she is a filly that will
improve for us this preparation as she gets over further," he
said.
Bott, who trains in partnership with Gai Waterhouse, said it
was great to continue the association with the family of the filly,
having trained Sweet Idea to five stakes successes, including the
G1 Galaxy.

Earlier, A$600,000 Inglis Easter colt Cardiff (Snitzel) broke
through for his first win at his fourth start in the Aquis Farm
colours, showing some real fight to defeat impressive debutant
Garrison (I Am Invincible) over 1000m. Trained by Gerald Ryan,
Cardiff had been contesting races in better company, including a
last start fifth in the G2 Silver Slipper S. Lowering the sights saw
him secure a confidence boosting win as he knuckled down late
to surge past the leader Heart Breaker (I Am Invincible) and
then hold off the other Snowden challenger, Garrison, by half a
length.
"It was good to see him race a bit more tractable today. They
were flying along, but he looked to relax and he was strong at
the line," Ryan said.
Cont. p2

We've had some fantastic memories
with Sweet Idea, obviously it's been a
great family to us and this is the filly that
reminds us most of her.
Adrian Bott on Evening Slippers
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Snitzel Trio Cont. from p1
Cardiff is out of the listed winner Cariad (Sequalo), the
half-sister to stakes-winner Polished Steel, who raced almost
exclusively in Queensland. Her colt is also headed north, with
Ryan indicating Cardiff would be given a short let-up and be set
for black-type races over the Brisbane carnival.

Green Dominant on Debut
The first race of the day was taken out by another son of
Snitzel, in the 3-year-old Green Aeon. A A$300,000 buy from the
2017 Gold Coast sale, the gelding is prepared by Bjorn Baker and
showed plenty of strength to lead all the way and defeat the
favourite Full Recognition (Smart Missile) by two lengths over
the 1200m. He is a half brother to Group 1 winner Politeness
(Street Sense {USA}) and looks to have considerable upside.

Rosehill Guineas For The Autumn Sun
The connections of The Autumn Sun (Redoute's Choice) have
confirmed the star colt will progress to the G1 Rosehill Guineas
at his next start.
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The Autumn Sun was a sensational winner of the G1 Randwick
Guineas last weekend, coming from eight lengths behind at the
top of the straight to claim a memorable seventh win at his
eighth start. Trainer Chris Waller released a statement on
Wednesday confirming plans to step up The Autumn Sun to
2000 metres for the first time at Rosehill on
Mar. 23.
AHe has come through his victory in the Randwick Guineas
without issue and recovered well from the run,@ Waller said.
AFollowing discussions between the owners and I yesterday, it
has been decided that he will now progress to the Group 1
Rosehill Guineas on Mar. 23. There were various options
available for his next run, however it was agreed that stepping
to the untested trip of 2000 metres will open up further race
options for him during the Autumn."
Waller did not confirm what those further race options were
and whether he was considering sending the 3-year-old to take
on stablemate Winx (Street Cry {Ire}) in the G1 Queen Elizabeth S.
ANo decision will be made on any races beyond the Rosehill
Guineas as we look to use the race as a distance guide for any
future races he may contest in the Autumn and beyond," he
said.

The Autumn Sun (Redoute's Choice), winner of four Group 1 races, pictured in late 2018. Bronwen Healy
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IN HONG KONG:
Frustrated, g, 3, All Too Hard--BBrave Soul (MSP-Aus), by More
Than Ready (USA). Happy Valley, 3-13, Hcp. ($165k), 1000mT,
:57.13. B-Segenhoe Thoroughbreds Australia Pty Ltd (NSW).
*$130,000 Ylg >17 INGFEB. VIDEO
Bullish Brother, g, 3, Reward For Effort--Stream Royale, by
Royal Academy (USA). Happy Valley, 3-13, Hcp. ($124k),
1200mT, 1:10. B-K G Williams (Vic). *$39,000 RNA Ylg >17
INGMAR; $40,000 Ylg >17 MMJUN. VIDEO
Fat Turtle, g, 4, Smart Missile--Pilya (USA), by Gulch (USA).
Happy Valley, 3-13, Hcp. ($248k), 1200mT, 1:10.18. B-Gooree
Park Stud Pty Ltd (NSW). *1ST HONG KONG START. **Formerly
Butchoy. VIDEO
IN NEW ZEALAND:
Folk Dress, f, 2, Pierro--Gypsy Chimes (USA), by Snow Ridge.
Matamata, 3-13, Maiden, 1200mT, 1:12.23. B-Katom (NSW).
VIDEO
She=s Fearless, f, 3, Animal Kingdom (USA)--Dark Vision, by
Encosta de Lago. Matamata, 3-13, Maiden, 1400mT, 1:24.62.
B-Mr O Wong (NSW). *1ST TIME STARTER. **1/2 to Higher
Ground (So You Think {NZ}), GSW-Aus, $220,780. ***$22,000
Wlg >16 MGLMAY. VIDEO

Akeed Mofeed Yearling Tops MM Adelaide
Michael Kent Jr. Joins Mick Price
Interview W/New World Racing’s Michael Tabart
Schaubau’s Melbourne Cup Dream on Hold

Date
Mar. 16
Mar. 22
Mar. 23

AUSTRALIAN GROUP 1 RACES B 2018/2019
Race
Track
Coolmore Classic
Rosehill
William Reid S.
Moonee Valley
Golden Slipper S.
Rosehill
George Ryder S.
Rosehill
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