
Chester Thomas leads By My Standards into the winner=s 
circle following the Louisiana Derby | Hodges Photography

MINING FOR GOLD

by Steve Sherack

   LOUISVILLE, KY - As Mr. Money (Goldencents) was being

saddled for a tilt in last fall=s GI Breeders= Cup JuvenileBhe

outran his 41-1 odds to finish fourth that dayBowner Chester

Thomas made a bold prediction to the team at Spendthrift Farm

in the Churchill Downs paddock.

   AI was talking to [Stallion Sales Manager] Mark Toothaker and

[owner] Mr. [B. Wayne] Hughes and I told them that I thought I

had a better Goldencents that hadn=t run yet,@ said Thomas,

who races under the banner of Allied Racing Stable. AThey

looked at me like I was crazy. I guess I got lucky. They=re both

very nice.@

 Nice, indeed.

   While Mr. Money turns back in distance for Saturday=s GIII Pat

Day Mile, By My Standards (Goldencents), that >other son= from

the first crop of the aforementioned two-time GI Breeders= Cup

Dirt Mile winner, punched his ticket to the GI Kentucky Derby

with a 22-1 upset in the GII Twinspires.com Louisiana Derby.

   AIt gives you goose bumps to think about having a horse going

to the Derby,@ said Thomas, a coal and energy entrepreneur and

native of Kentucky. AWe=ve been around this game for a while

and it=s a humbling one. You got to enjoy those highs because

there=s a heck of a lot more lows.@ 

   By My Standards was purchased for $150,000 as an OBS April

2-year-old while Mr. Money was acquired for $130,000 as a

Keeneland September yearling. Both were picked out by

bloodstock agent Josh Stevens. Promising young sire

Goldencents stands for a fee of $20,000 at Spendthrift Farm in

Lexington, Ky.

   AWe=re buying physicals, primarily,@ Thomas said of his

approach at the sales. AAfter we bought Mr. Money as a yearling

at Keeneland, we liked the way he was coming along and then

we bought [By My Standards] as a 2-year-old in training. They

were both progressing well and we felt like Goldencents would

make a nice stallion based off what we were seeing. I went

ahead and bought two lifetime breeding rights to him. We think

he=s going to be the real deal.@

   A debut second sprinting on the >Stars of Tomorrow II= 
program in the Churchill slop in late November, the light switch 
was finally turned on for By My Standards at fourth asking on 
the GII Risen Star S. undercard Feb. 16. The bay broke through 
with a visually impressive 4 1/4-length maiden win that day, 
clocking his final five-sixteenths in a very sharp :31.57. 

   Bred in Kentucky by Don Ladd, By My Standards is out of the

Muqtarib mare A Jealous Woman, a two-time stakes winner on

the Santa Anita grass.

   AThe horse ran a really big race when he broke his maiden and

he galloped out extremely well,@ Thomas, a 60-year-old married

father of two, said. AWe thought he would do well [in the

Louisiana Derby], but of course we were in against some tough

horses and you never know coming out of a maiden. He got a

nice trip and the horse was smart enough to go where the rider

asked him to and the rest is history. Inside the sixteenth pole, he

started edging clear on the inside and it got pretty nuts at that

point.@

Cont. p2

https://vinerysales.com/
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By My Standards looking the part beneath the 
Twin Spires earlier this week | Sherackatthetrack

Mining For Gold cont.

   By My Standards has become this year=s >buzz horse= on the

Churchill Downs backstretch in recent weeks, led by a six-furlong

breeze for trainer by Bret Calhoun in 1:12.80 (2/5) Apr. 22. He

concluded preparations for the

Derby with a four-furlong move

in :48.40 (12/76) Apr. 28,

galloping out six furlongs in

1:12.80 and seven furlongs in

1:26.60 with terrific energy.

   AWe=re just sitting here with

our fingers crossed waiting on

May 4 hoping things continue

to go the way the horse is

going,@ Thomas said. AAll

systems go. Bret Calhoun and

his team are doing an awesome

job. The horse just continues to

blossom.@

   Calhoun added, AChester and I

haven=t been together a long

period of time, but we=ve had a lot of success in a short period

of time. He=s a fanatic about racing and his horses. He loves it,

has a high-energy level and makes it a lot of fun to be around. 

He=s easy to cheer for, for sure.@

   Thomas fell in love with the sport as a youngster while

attending the races with his father, who claimed and bred a

couple with a group of buddies. Thomas grew up in the coal

mining community of Greenville, Kentucky.

   AFast forward to college, I spent

way too much time at Keeneland

and not near enough time in

school,@ Thomas said. AI decided

that I was going to quit college

and learn how to become a

jockey=s agent. My parents

weren=t real proud when I told

them that decision and I went to

Hot Springs for the meet.@

   Spoiler alert: Thomas won=t be

hustling mounts on the Churchill

backstretch this week.

   AThank god, my parents came

down to spend a weekend,@

Thomas said. AI was broke and

rode back with them and got a

job at the coal mines. I let the horses go for a while and became

a coal mine operator and employed over 500 coal miners in

West Kentucky. We=ve worked hard to make our money and

we=re just really blessed to be in this spot.@ Cont. p3

mailto:katieboyd.bct@gmail.com
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By My Standards is the first Derby runner for trainer Bret Calhoun, 
who oversaw a schooling session Apr. 30 | Coady

Mining For Gold cont.

   A two-time leading owner at his hometown track Ellis Park,

Thomas began building his stable around 10 years ago. He

currently owns approximately 75 head, including a dozen or so

broodmares, and acquired two more colts at the recently

concluded OBS April 2-Year-Old Sale, a son of City Zip for

$270,000 (Hip 429) and a colt by, you guessed it, Goldencents

for $150,000 (Hip 571). By My Standards was Allied Racing=s first

graded winner. Thomas sold his company Green River Collieries

for an undisclosed amount in 2012.

   Looking ahead to the First Saturday in May, what kind of

emotions will Thomas be feeling as >My Old Kentucky Home=

plays in the post parade?

   ABeing a Kentucky native, Oaks and Derby is a national holiday

and maybe the day or two after to recuperate,@ Thomas said

with a laugh. AMy first Derby was Gato del Sol in 1982 and I=ve

only missed two or three Derbies when my kids were young. 

   He concluded, AIt will be hard to keep a dry eye. It=s going to

be a big deal. It=s going to be hard keep those emotions in, I can

say that.@
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WE STAND FOR 
EXCELLENCE

Good luck to the Lane’s End-sired Derby  
and Oaks contenders

QUALITY ROAD

ROADSTER
Kentucky Derby

BELLAFINA
Kentucky Oaks

DUNBAR ROAD (AE)
Kentucky Oaks

NOBLE MISSION (GB)

CODE OF HONOR
Kentucky Derby

CANDY RIDE (ARG)

VEKOMA
Kentucky Derby

GAME WINNER
Kentucky Derby

LIORA
Kentucky Oaks

CHOCOLATE KISSES
Kentucky Oaks

http://www.lanesend.com/
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War of Will | Horsephotos

PROS: After some promising runs on turf, including a Grade I

placing, War of Will has taken things to an entirely different

level since being switched to the dirt. He is batting .750 over the

main track, including a five-length maiden win beneath the Twin

Spires and over a sloppy track to boot, conditions that may

prevail Saturday...Has dealt with adversity in covering stacks of

ground in winning the GIII Lecomte S. and GII Risen Star S. by

daylight margins. He overcame a high draw (13/14 in the latter

event)...Has good tactical speed and can place himself handy

enough to the pace without getting burned by it.

CONS: The one hole will not make life any easier...War of Will

was last seen finishing a well-beaten ninth in the GII Louisiana

Derby Mar. 23, and while there is a legitimate excuse for that

effort (lost action at the break and tweaked his hind end), it is

hardly the sort of result connections wanted heading into a race

the magnitude of the Derby.

   Impressive as he was in his New Orleans stakes conquests,

arguably the >best= horse he=s beaten is Country House (Lookin

At Lucky), who will be a decided outsider this weekend... Though

he has an Eclipse Award to his credit and has ridden War of Will

with confidence, Tyler Gaffalione makes just his second Derby

appearance.

PEDIGREE: Though his dam was a stakes winner on turf and 
though his Niarchos female family includes turf luminaries the 
likes of GI Breeders= Cup Mile hero Spinning World (Nureyev) 
and Grade I-winning turf miler Good Journey (Nureyev), War 

of Will=s late half-brother Tacticus (A.P. Indy) excelled at 
marathon trips on the main track and his Group 1-winning third 
dam Aviance (Ire) (Northfields) bred champion Chimes of 
Freedom (Private Account), herself the dam of GI Met Mile 
winner Aldebaran (Mr. Prospector). War of Words should stay 
the trip, though his post position could have some bearing on 
that possibility.

VERDICT: War of Will was all sorts of interesting as a bounce-

back candidate at an overlaid price before the draw, but 

backing him now becomes a true leap of faith. BAlan Carasso

#1 WAR OF WILL 15-1
(c, War Front--Visions of Clarity {Ire}, by Sadler=s Wells) ($175,000 RNA Ylg >17 KEESEP; 

i250,000 2yo >18 ARQMAY) O-Gary Barber | B-Flaxman Holdings Limited (KY) | T-Mark Casse | 
J-Tyler Gaffalione. Lifetime Record: MGSW, 8-3-1-1, $501,569

War of Will’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
2/16/19 GII Risen Star S. 1st
1/19/19 GIII Lecomte S. 1st
11/24/18 Maiden Special Weight 1st

https://www.breezeupwinners.co.uk
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=War%20Front&log=#tot
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/WarofWill.pdf
https://youtu.be/X3Nal-v_4fU
https://youtu.be/CHdwuL9wh68
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201811241824CHD12/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/thoroughbred-daily-news/id747775988?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4


mailto:Cassesales@aol.com
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Bath time for Tax |Coady

© Copyright Thoroughbred Daily News.
This newspaper may not be reproduced in any form or by any
means, electronic or mechanical, without prior written permission
of the copyright owner, MediaVista. Information as to the
American races, race results and earnings was obtained from
results charts published by The Jockey Club Information Services
and utilized here with their permission.

PROS: Claimed shrewdly for $50,000 from his breeders out of a

maiden win last October at Keeneland, this gelding immediately

jumped forward with a third in the GII Remsen S. at 17-1 and

has since proven that was no fluke, gamely capturing the 

GIII Withers S. and running a good second last out in the 

GII Wood Memorial S. to lock up his Derby berth. In addition to

speed, Tax has shown fortitude, particularly in the Withers, as

he overcame a stumbling start and refused to back down from a

two-pronged challenge while in a precarious rail position down

the stretch. Despite being beaten just 1 1/4 lengths by Tacitus

(Tapit) in the Wood, the over-achieving dark bay figures to be

three to four times that one=s price in the Derby and has already

shown the mental toughness to factor late when other, more

well-regarded runners have thrown in the towel. He also is

tactically diverse and is likely to work out a good trip for himself

in a race where others will need dynamics to play out correctly

for them.

CONS: While Tax developed sharply first time out for Gargan last

fall, it=s questionable how much improvement he has left in him,

which is a major factor when going against a field of mostly still-

ascending 3-year-olds. His Beyer figure in the Wood was 95 after

running a 96 in the Withers and both are numbers that are

probably too low to give him a winning chance. He also looked

poised to run away with the Wood after getting a head start on

Tacitus by several lengths, but allowed that one to catch up with

him and couldn=t match strides in crunch time with a horse who

will probably only be fifth or sixth choice in the Derby wagering.

PEDIGREE: Being bred by Claiborne, Tax has a typically regal

pedigree, with his second dam being MGSW/MGISP Yell (A.P.

Indy), who also happens to be the second dam of MGISW >TDN

Rising Star= Elate (Medaglia d=Oro). Third dam Wild Applause

was a MGSW/GISP runner who, in addition to Yell, produced

GISW Eastern Echo (Damascus) and MGSW Roar (Forty Niner).

Deeper in the female family reside GSW and successul sire

Congrats (A.P. Indy) and MGSWs Ironicus (Distorted Humor) and

On Leave (War Front).

VERDICT: An interesting item, being a blue-blood in breeding

but blue-collar in performance, Tax looks like one of the more

live longshots in this potentially-chalky Derby. He is likely too

slow to win, but has the tactical speed, grit and stamina in his

pedigree to stick around and hit the board at a big number en

route to potentially factoring in the 12-furlong GI Belmont S. 

--Joe Bianca

#2 TAX 20-1
(g, Arch--Toll, by Giant=s Causeway, by Silver Ghost)

O-R. A. Hill Stable, Reeves Thoroughbred Racing, Hugh Lynch & Corms Racing Stable | B-Claiborne Farm &
Adele B. Dilschneider (KY) | T-Danny Gargan | J-Junior Alvarado. Lifetime Record: GSW, 5-2-2-1, $326,300

Tax’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
4/6/19 GII Wood Memorial S. 2nd
2/2/19 GIII Withers S. 1st
12/1/18 GII Remsen S. 3rd
10/21/18 Maiden Claiming 1st
9/29/18 Maiden Claiming 2nd

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/tax-pedigree.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201904061758AQD10/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201902021628AQD9/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201812011514AQD8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201810211303KED1/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201809291828CHD2/
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Coady

PROS: This year=s >buzz horse= is getting good at the right time
and couldn=t be training any better at Churchill Downs since
upsetting the GII Twinspires.com Louisiana Derby in his first
attempt versus winners... His 97 Beyer earned in the Fair
Grounds centerpiece puts him right in the mix... Tactical speed
should place him in a very good spot in the early going, too...
CONS: While certainly impressive with a perfect trip in the
Louisiana Derby, the waters get much deeper for a horse that=s
only faced winners once... The LA Derby hasn=t produced a
Kentucky Derby winner since Funny Cide finished second in the
2003 renewal... Inside draw in a 20-horse field is not where you
want to be... PEDIGREE: By My Standards, purchased for
$150,000 after breezing an eighth in :10 3/5 at last year=s OBS
April Sale, became the first graded stakes winner for two-time
GI Breeders= Cup Dirt Mile winner Goldencents, whose first crop
are now sophomores. A Jealous Woman was a two-time SW on
turf and she also finished second in the grassy GII Goldikova S. at
Santa Anita in 2012. She won going as far as 1 1/8 miles...
VERDICT: An intriguing longshot with some upside; worth
considering for the gimmicks at a nice number. BSteve Sherack

#3 BY MY STANDARDS 15-1
(c, Goldencents--A Jealous Woman, by Muqtarib) | ($150,000 2yo >18 OBSAPR)
O-Allied Racing Stable, LLC | B-Don Ladd (KY) | T-W. B. Calhoun | J-Gabriel Saez

Lifetime Record: GSW, 5-2-2-1, $653,710

By My Standards=s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
3/23/19 GII TwinSpires.com Louisiana Derby 1st
2/16/19 Maiden Special Weight-FG 1st

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/goldencents/
http://obssales.com/aprcatalog/2018/6.mp4
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Goldencents#tot
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ByMyStandards40P.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903231811JGD13/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201902161621JGD7/
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Gray Magician | Coady

PROS: Gray Magician is one of only two Derby runners with
experience beyond nine furlongs... He had his biggest finish to
date when second in the 1 3/16-mile G2 UAE Derby.... Peter
Miller has enjoyed success at the Churchill oval, with two
Breeders= Cup wins last November... Miller also saddled
Finnegans Wake to win the GI Woodford Reserve Turf Classic on
the Derby undercard in 2015... CONS: The gray colt had to travel
to Dubai to earn his way into the Derby field--not the most
inspiring route to take and a lot of shipping in a short amount of
time. He was unable to land a blow against the impressive
Maryland-bred Alwaysmining (Stay Thirsty) in the Feb. 16
Miracle Wood S. at Laurel... PEDIGREE: Gray Magician is a full-
brother to last year=s GIII Robert B. Lewis S. winner Lombo. His
dam Burg Berg was a stakes winner and graded placed over the
turf... VERDICT: It will be quite a trick if this Magician makes it to
the winner=s circle. BJessica Martini

#4 GRAY MAGICIAN 50-1 
(c,  Graydar--Burg Berg, by Johannesburg) | ($18,000 RNA yrl >17 FTKJUL)

O-Wachtel Stable, Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners, Gary Barber | B-Twin Creeks Farm (KY)
T-Peter Miller | J-Drayden Van Dyke | Lifetime Record: GSP-UAE, SP-US, 8-1-3-2, $584,140

Gray Magician’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
3/30/19 G2 UAE Derby 2nd
3/9/19 Miracle Wood S. 2nd

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/thoroughbreddailynews

http://www.legacybloodstockllc.com/
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Graydar&log=#tot
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/GrayMagician40P.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pg0mJDqHiyE
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201902161427LRM5/
http://www.facebook.com/thoroughbreddailynews
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Improbable galloping Apr. 30 | Coady

PROS: If it weren=t for his Eclipse-winning stablemate Game

Winner (Candy Ride {Arg}), Improbable likely would=ve been

considered the top 3-year-old in the country as the calendar

turned based off of two dominant stakes wins--first, a 

7 1/4-length romp in the Street Sense S. and then a five-length

conquest of the GI Los Alamitos Derby. He showed an

impressive turn of foot in both of those races and has been

highly regarded since capturing his debut at 2-5 last September

at Santa Anita. Though beaten at short prices in his two

sophomore outings, he has had excuses. Oaklawn doesn=t have

Trakus, so it=s impossible to get an exact number on how many

more feet Improbable covered than winner Long Range Toddy

(Take Charge Indy) in the first division of the GII Rebel S. 

Mar. 16, but the blaze-faced chestnut was four to five wide on

both turns while his rival saved ground all the way, and yet the

margin of defeat was still only a neck in the end. In the 

GI Arkansas Derby, Improbable added blinkers and was

uncharacteristically fractious through the post parade as well as

in the gate, so much so that he had to be backed out and

reloaded, delaying the start for 45 seconds. Once the gates

opened, he had a fairly clean trip and while he couldn=t quite get

past Omaha Beach (War Front), he was beaten only a length

while 5 3/4 lengths clear for the place. Trainer Bob Baffert,

whose presence along belongs in the >pro= column for

Improbable, has said that the blinkers experiment will last just

one race and the colt will be sans shades in the Derby.

Improbable has arguably as much talent as anyone in the field,

and because his form this year is somewhat >dirtied up=, figures

to be fair value in the 8-1 to 10-1 range.

CONS: Unlike in the Rebel, Improbable enjoyed a better trip

than the winner in the Arkansas Derby and had dead aim on

Omaha Beach at the top of the lane, but still didn=t go by.

Several of his rivals will likely have more tactical speed than him

in a race where it=s generally better to be closer to the pace. He

has shown a propensity to toss his head and climb a bit in his

races, which may not bode well for the obstacles and traffic he=ll

likely have to encounter in the Derby. While removing blinkers

should alleviate some of the concerns, whether or not

Improbable has the right temperament for the mob scene of the

Derby still remains questionable. Jose Ortiz, who was aboard in

the Arkansas Derby, will opt to pilot GII Wood Memorial S.

winner Tacitus (Tapit) in the Derby, leaving a new rider with

minimal time to learn Improbable=s peculiarities.

PEDIGREE: Improbable is by City Zip, whose horses generally

prefer distances in the mile range rather than a mile and a

quarter. They also excel on turf, which is where Improbable=s

dam Rare Event did most of her damage, winning three times at

distances up to nine furlongs. Second dam Our Rite of Spring

(Stravinksy) lends more of a dirt influence, scoring three times

on the main track at up to a mile and 70 yards. That mare is a

half-sister to Hard Spun (Danzig), whose biggest success came

when taking the seven-furlong GI King=s Bishop S., but he could

route too, running second in both the Derby and GI Breeders=

Cup Classic in 2007.

VERDICT: Improbable hasn=t quite had the sophomore campaign

his connections envisioned, but he has hardly been disgraced in

his two 3-year-old races and is still one of the five or six likeliest

winners in the Derby off of his raw ability alone. His potential

pitfalls would be more circumstantial--will he keep his act

together up until the gates open, and does he have the focus

necessary to work through potential adversity during his trip

once they do? If his head stays on straight, expect him to be a

major threat as the field turns for home. --Joe Bianca

#5 IMPROBABLE 5-1
(c, City Zip--Rare Event, by A.P. Indy) | ($200,000 KEESEP yrl >17)

O-WinStar Farm LLC, China Horse Club Int=l & Starlight Racing | B-St. George Farm LLC & G. Watts Humphrey Jr.
(KY) | T-Bob Baffert | J-Irad Ortiz, Jr. Lifetime Record: GISW, 5-3-2-0, $619,520

Improbable’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
4/13/19 GI Arkansas Derby 2nd
3/16/19 GII Rebel S. 2nd
12/8/18 GI Los Alamitos Futurity 1st
11/2/18 Street Sense S. 1st
9/29/18 Maiden 1st

Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=City%20Zip&log=#tot
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/ImprobablePed.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201904131942OPM11/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903161756OPM8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201812081727L7D5/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201811021435CHD4/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201809291459SAD1/
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PROS: Vekoma may have a funny-looking stride, but he=s been

all business on the track, winning three times in four starts while

steadily stretched out and stepped up into tougher company.

Debuting with a key maiden score Sept. 23 at Belmont, the

chestnut scored over four future graduates of five also-rans to

return, including SW >TDN Rising Star= Mihos (Cairo Prince).

Registering a convincing tally in the GIII Nashua S. where he beat

MGSW Call Paul (Friesan Fire) by 8 3/4 lengths, Vekoma

stamped himself as one to watch in 2019 and, after a modest

third in the GII Xpressbet Fountain of Youth S., proved much the

best with a 3 1/2-length score in the GII Toyota Blue Grass S. The

second Derby starter for trainer George Weaver, he has proven

to have the tactical speed to lay close and avoid trouble while

not being a need-the-lead type. There=s a good chance he

produces his peak effort in the Derby, which will be the third

start of his form cycle. He figures to get lost some in the

wagering due to his lower-profile connections.

CONS: Distance concerns abound for Vekoma, as his early speed

and unorthodox stride leave questions about his ability to

sustain them for 10 furlongs. Though he answered some doubts

by winning convincingly at nine furlongs in the Blue Grass, he

got his final three furlongs in :39 2/5 and his last eighth in 

:13 2/5, meaning he was decelerating as the race wore on. Some

of that can be chalked up to the above-average pace he

contested, but it was still likely a slower tempo than he=ll

encounter in the Derby, and Keeneland has played kindly to

front-runners throughout the Spring Meet. He also earned a 94

Beyer that day, likely at least five points short of what it=ll take

to win the Derby, though the 97 from his Nashua--if he can run

back to it--makes him more competitive.

PEDIGREE: Being by Candy Ride, whose progeny can do just

about anything on the track, provides little insight into Vekoma=s

stamina probabilities, but more clues can be divined from his

damside. Mona de Momma followed up a 10-1 upset of the 

6 1/2-furlong GIII Las Flores H. at Santa Anita in 2010 with an 8-1

score in the local GI Humana Distaff H. at seven furlongs. She

tried two turns after that for the first and only time and backed

up to finish last of five in the GII Santa Maria S. Her three half-

siblings to earn black-type placings all did so in sprint races,

though Jigadee (Prospectors Gamble) also placed in the two-

turn Miller Genuine Draft Cradle S. Second dam Society Gal

(Linkage) is a half-sister to successful sire Mr. Greeley (Gone

West), who did most of his damage sprinting and whose only

win at a route of ground came when breaking his maiden at 2-5

going a one-turn mile at Belmont.

VERDICT: Though he has demonstrated significant quality as

well as potent tactical speed in his young career, the chances of

Vekoma getting 1 1/4 miles before a field of faster horses

and/or more Classic-leaning pedigrees seem slim, a notion that

was reinforced by his quick early/slow late conquest of a below-

average Blue Grass field. Expect this funky mover to be

prominent up until the top of the lane, but if there=s a big race

win in his future, it=s likely to be in the seven furlong to a mile

range later this year or next. --Joe Bianca

#6 VEKOMA 15-1
(c, Candy Ride {Arg}--Mona de Momma, by Speightstown) | ($135,000 KEESEP yrl >17)

O-R. A. Hill Stable & Gatsas Stables | B-Alpha Delta Stables, LLC (KY) | T-George Weaver | 
J-Javier Castellano | Lifetime Record: MGSW, 4-3-0-1, $788,850

Vekoma’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
4/6/19 GII Blue Grass S. 1st
3/2/19 GII Fountain of Youth S. 3rd
11/4/18 GIII Nashua S. 1st
9/23/18 Maiden 1st

Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/stallion-details?sire=Candy+Ride+%28Arg%29&hid=4077
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/VekomaPed.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201904061825KED10/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903021738GPM13/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201811041545AQD8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201809231435BED3/
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Maximum Security proved elusive on the front end in the GI Xpressbet Florida Derby | Adam Coglianese

PROS: Perfect in four career starts by a total margin of 38

lengths, led by a front-running, tour-de-force in the GI Florida

Derby. No other entrant in the Derby field has posted multiple

triple-digit Beyer Speed Figures and he boasts the field=s highest

rating of 102. Doesn=t look like a ton of other early speed is

signed on despite a full field of 20 and it=s very hard to knock a

horse that does nothing but win.

CONS: What do you make of a horse that debuted for just a

mere $16,000 claiming tag this past December? His lone

attempt around two turns was in the Florida Derby and he really

got away with a glacial pace that day. The runner-up there was

Bodexpress (Bodemeister), a 71-1 maiden of five career starts.

And that aforementioned field-best Beyer on his resume was

earned in an optional starter allowance race going seven

furlongs.

PEDIGREE: Maximum Security became the first graded winner

for his young sire New Year=s Day, who captured the 2013 

GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile for owners/breeders Gary and Mary

West. New Year=s Day was sold to South American interests

earlier this year after beginning his career at stud in Kentucky.

Advisor Ben Glass purchased Maximum Security=s dam Lil Indy

(Anasheed), a half-sister to MGISW millionaire and sire Flat Out

(Flatter), on behalf of the Wests for $80,000 while in foal to

Pioneerof the Nile at the 2014 Keeneland January Sale.

Maximum Security is the lone graded winner produced by his

broodmare sire.

VERDICT: Arguably the toughest read in the field. If the Derby

proves too tough for him, there=s always the Claiming Crown!

BSteve Sherack

#7 MAXIMUM SECURITY 8-1
(c, New Year=s Day--Lil Indy, by Anasheed)

O/B-Gary & Mary West (KY) | T-Jason Servis | J-Luis Saez
Lifetime Record: GISW, 4-4-0-0, $649,400

Maximum Security=s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
3/30/19 GI Xpressbet Florida Derby 1st
2/20/19 OC50k/SAL50k-GP 1st

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/MaximumSecurity40P.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903301835GPM14/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201902201303GPM2/
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Tacitus | Coady

PROS: Tacitus has taken a step forward with each start and

enters the Run for the Roses on a three-race win streak.

Graduating at second asking at Aqueduct in November, the gray

returned off a long layoff to steal the show in the GII Tampa Bay

Derby Mar. 9, stamping himself as one to watch, and made good

on that promise with a score in the GII Wood Memorial S. Apr. 6.

He has a Hall of Fame conditioner in his corner in Bill Mott, who

also trained Tacitus=s champion dam. Jockey Jose Ortiz has yet to

win a Derby, but it is only a matter of time before that is no

longer true and the fact he chose Tacitus as his mount is

noteworthy. The Juddmonte homebred drew well in this affair

and his off the pace running style should aid him on the First

Saturday in May.

CONS: Tacitus has done little wrong in his brief career, but he

has only made four starts, compared to many rivals in the field,

who have faced the starter six to eight times. He also has yet to

face some of the heavy hitters in this field, such as the Bob

Baffert trio. While Mott certainly knows what to do with a good

horse when he has one, he has yet to win a Derby and has not

had many starters in the Run for the Roses. In fact, the only

Triple Crown race Mott has to his credit is the 2010 GI Belmont

S. won by Drosselmeyer.

PEDIGREE: Tacitus is regally bred from a strong Juddmonte

family. He is the first foal out of 2014 champion older mare

Close Hatches, who captured five Grade Is and earned over $2.7

million during her career in the Mott barn. Her full-sister

Lockdown was a stakes winner and MGISP, including a third in

the GI Kentucky Oaks. He also hails from the family of European

champion Xaar and MGISW Senure. Tacitus=s sire Tapit has yet

to produce a Derby winner, but he has three Belmont winners to

his credit in Tonalist, Creator and Tapwrit. The nation=s leading

sire is also responsible for an Oaks winner and champion in

Untapable.

VERDICT: Tacitus has a strong chance to make an impact in this

year=s Run for the Roses and could even give Mott, Juddmonte

and Ortiz their first Derby success. BChristie DeBernardis

#8 TACITUS 8-1
(c, Tapit--Close Hatches, by First Defence)

O/B-Juddmonte Farms, Inc. (KY) | T-Bill Mott | J-Jose Ortiz
Lifetime Record: MGSW, 4-3-0-0, $653,000

Tacitus’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
4/6/19 GII Wood Memorial S. 1st
3/9/19 GII Tampa Bay Derby 1st
11/10/18 Maiden Special Weight-AQU 1st

https://visithorsecountry.com/
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/stallion-details?sire=Tapit&hid=28277
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Tacitus-Pedigree.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201904061758AQD10/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903091726TAM11/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201811101416AQD5/
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Plus Que Parfait takes the UAE Derby | Horsephotos

PROS: Plus Que Parfait broke through at Keeneland last October

over a very strong group of maidens that included subsequent

GII Fasig-Tipton Holy Bull S. upsetter Harvey Wallbanger

(Congrats) and GIII Sunland Park Derby hero Cutting Humor

(First Samurai). He=s run well under the Twin Spires, having just

missed in the GII Kentucky Jockey Club S. last November in the

slop. Plus Que Parfait is the only Derby runner to have won at

longer than 1 1/8 miles--his G2 UAE Derby tally came over 

1 3/16 miles (while also wearing blinkers for the first time). This

will be trainer Brendan Walsh=s first Derby starter, but it=s worth

noting that he=s done well before with main-track marathoners

like MGSWs Scuba (Tapit) and Cary Street (Smarty Jones). 

CONS: Plus Que Parfait still needs to get much faster to win this

--he sports a Beyer Speed Figure top of 84 (no Beyer available

for the Meydan score). His two off-the-board races at Fair

Grounds in the GIII Lecomte S. and GII Risen Star S. leave plenty

to be desired. Plus there are questions surrounding his two best

stakes efforts--KYJC winner Signalman (General Quarters) was

only seventh in the GII Fasig-Tipton Fountain of Youth S. before

finishing third in the GI Blue Grass S.; and the 2019 UAE Derby

field seemed particularly weak. The local runners failed to show

up and the runner-up was another less accomplished American. 

PEDIGREE: Young sire Point of Entry excelled on the grass,

winning at the highest level at up to 1 1/2 miles. A half to Pine

Island (Arch)--who took the prestigious GI Alabama S. at 10

panels on the dirt--Point of Entry is also responsible for talented 

>TDN Rising Star= Analyze It, who was a close second in both the

GI Belmont Derby Invitational S. and GI Secretariat S. at 1 1/4

miles on turf. Plus Que Parfait=s unplaced dam is by good

stamina influence Awesome Again, and his second dam was a

graded stakes winner sprinting at two before producing a

Canadian Oaks winner. 

VERDICT: It=s very tough to envision a scenario in which Plus

Que Parfait beats them all, but he should be staying on and

perhaps he can pick up a minor award. -Brian DiDonato

#9 PLUS QUE PARFAIT 30-1
(r, Point of Entry--Belvedera, by Awesome Again) | ($24,000 RNA Wlg >16 KEENOV; 

$135,000 Ylg >17 KEESEP) O-Imperial Racing LLC | B-Calloway Stables LLC (KY) 
T-Brendan P. Walsh | J-Ricardo Santana Jr. | Lifetime Record: GSW-UAE & GSP-US, 7-2-1-2, $1,590,400

Plus Que Parfait’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
3/30/19 G2 UAE Derby 1st
11/24/18 GII Kentucky Jockey Club S. 2nd
10/7/18 Maiden Special Weight-KEE 1st

http://oaklodgestud.com/
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/stallion-details?sire=Point+of+Entry&hid=21330
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/PlusQueParfait40P.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pg0mJDqHiyE
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201811241755CHD11/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201810071524KED5/
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Cutting Humor | Coady Photo

The home of the Kentucky Derby at sunrise | Horsephotos

IN THE MONEY
Top-three Derby finishers trained by Todd Pletcher

Year Horse (Sire) Finish Winner
2000 Impeachment (Deputy Minister) 3rd Fusaichi Pegasus
2001 Invisible Ink (Thunder Gulch) 2nd Monarchos
2006 Bluegrass Cat (Storm Cat) 2nd Barbaro
2010 Super Saver (Maria=s Mon) WON Same
2013 Revolutionary (War Pass) 3rd Orb
2014 Danza (Street Boss) 3rd California Chrome
2017 Always Dreaming (Bodemeister) WON Same
2018 Audible (Into Mischief) 3rd Justify

PROS: Cutting Humor is a consistent sort whose lone off-the-
board finish came when he blew the first turn and made a
middle move in a key running of the GIII Southwest S. He put it
all together last time in the GIII Sunland Park Derby, defeating
talented Anothertwistafate (Scat Daddy), who returned to be
second in the GIII Stonestreet Lexington S. The stalk-and-pounce
style Cutting Humor displayed at Sunland is always an effective
one in the Derby and trainer Todd Pletcher knows how to get
the roses.

CONS: Cutting Humor has been beaten decisively in the past by
fellow Derby starter Plus Que Parfait, and enjoyed a pretty
perfect trip at Sunland. That race rarely produces major Derby
contenders... Hall of Famer John Velazquez opted to ride Code
of Honor, and Cutting Humor still needs to get faster compared
to other shorter-priced contenders.

PEDIGREE: Sire First Samurai, a precocious MGISW at two, was
promoted from second to first in the nine-furlong GII Fountain
of Youth S. at three. While he=s produced a versatile cast of
runners in terms of distance preference, his best son to date has
been Lea, a GISW at 1 1/8 miles who was third in the 2015 
G1 Dubai World Cup at 10 panels. Last Gunfighter (First
Samurai) was a Grade II winner at this distance. Unraced dam
Pun produced SW/MGSP router Irish You Well (Broken Vow) and
is a half to MGISW sprinter Zensational (Unbridled=s Song).

VERDICT: Seems a >cut= below the top runners but not
completely impossible. -Brian DiDonato

#10 CUTTING HUMOR 30-1
(c, First Samurai--Pun, by Pulpit) | ($135,000 Ylg >17 KEEJAN; $400,000 Ylg >18 FTSAUG)

O-Starlight Racing | B-Dell Hancock & Bernie Sams (KY)
T-Todd A. Pletcher | J-Corey Lanerie | Lifetime Record: GSW, 6-2-2-1, $516,967

Cutting Humor’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
3/24/19 GIII Sunland Park Derby 1st
11/17/18 Maiden Special Weight-GPW 1st

Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=First%20Samurai&log=#tot
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CuttingHumor40p.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903241942SND11/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201811171534GW17/
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Haikal (left) runs them down in the GIII Gotham S. in March | Sarah K Andrew

PROS: In five career appearances over increasing distances,

Haikal has turned in a good and reliable closing kick. That burst

of energy has been employed to best effect by many Kentucky

Derby winners. While native Kentuckian Kiaran McLaughlin has

yet to hoist a Derby trophy, he is more than capable of getting

one to run a good race beneath the Twin Spires. Excruciatingly

close to winning the whole thing in 2005 with Closing Argument

(Successful Appeal) and has since saddled a trio of fourth-place

finishers, all--ironically--for Sheikh Hamdan (Jazil {Seeking the

Gold}, 2006; Frosted {Tapit}, 2015; and Mohaymen {Tapit},

2016).

CONS: Contrarians would make the argument that Haikal=s

victory in the one-mile GIII Gotham S. was the product of an

ideal set-up and that he failed to capitalize on a similar race

shape when no better than third to Tacitus (Tapit) and Tax

(Arch) in the GII Wood Memorial S. last time. Many have

surmised that he will ultimately prove best as a one-turn closer

at distances up to a mile. As of Thursday, connections were

under the gun trying to treat a foot abscess that has rendered

his Derby participation questionable.

PEDIGREE: A half-brother to former >TDN Rising Star= and 

GI Vosburgh S. hero Takaful (Bernardini), Haikal is out of an

unraced half-sister to Ghaamer, a son of 2007 Derby second

Hard Spun, who was a stakes winner and Group 3-placed on turf

in the UAE. Haikal=s third dam Shadayid (Shadeed) won the 1990

G1 Prix Marcel Boussac over a mile and added the 1991 

G1 English 1000 Guineas, but stayed 12 furlongs well enough to

finish third in that year=s G1 Epsom Oaks. Shadayid=s half-

brother Dumaani (Danzig) was a Grade III-winning turf miler in

this country. His relations would seem to make it unlikely that

Haikal would excel over the Derby trip, but paternal grandsire

Awesome Again won a GI Breeders= Cup Classic and sired

another winner of that race, while dam sire Distorted Humor

was represented by 2003 Derby winner Funny Cide.

VERDICT: Haikal appeals as an >underneath= horse, as the front-

runners should give him something to run at in the final two

furlongs. An unlikely winner, but should be motoring late. BALC

#11 HAIKAL 30-1
(c, Daaher--Sablah, by Distorted Humor)

O-Shadwell Stable | B-Shadwell Farm LLC (KY) | T-Kiaran McLaughlin | J-Rajiv Maragh
Lifetime Record: GSW, 5-3-1-1, $373,900

Haikal’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
3/9/19 GIII Gotham S. 1st
2/9/19 Jimmy Winkfield S. 1st

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Haikal.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903091708AQD10/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201902091631AQD8/
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Code of Honor | Coglianese

PROS: Code of Honor has a pair of experienced Hall of Famers

on his side, who know what it takes to win a Kentucky Derby.

Pilot John Velazquez has taken home the roses twice with

Animal Kingdom in 2011 and Always Dreaming in 2017 and Shug

McGaughey won in 2013 with Orb. The homebred won the 

GII Fountain of Youth S. Mar. 2 and closed to be third in the 

Mar. 30 GI Florida Derby after a bit of a troubled trip. The

speedy Florida Derby winner Maximum Security returns here as

well and could provide this one-run closer with the pace setup

he needs to get the job done this time.

CONS: Code of Honor has been inconsistent through his young

career. He followed his debut win at Saratoga with a fast-closing

second in the GI Champagne S., but could only manage fourth as

the chalk in the Mucho Macho Man S. in January. He rebounded

in the Fountain of Youth, but was beaten by a pair of longshots

in the Florida Derby with a Beyer Speed Figure that was four

points less than his previous effort. If the pace setup he needs

does not come to fruition, the chestnut could be compromised.

PEDIGREE: Code of Honor is from the first crop of Noble

Mission, a full-brother to superstar Frankel (GB), making him a

grandson of the mighty Galileo (Ire). Noble Mission, of course,

did his best running on the grass, but should have passed on

enough stamina to his son that 10 furlongs should not be an

issue. Code of Honor=s dam Reunited was a graded stakes-

winning sprinter and she produced GSP Big League

(Speightstown), who also did his best running going short. 

VERDICT: Code of Honor could certainly get a piece of the pie at

a big price, but can=t trust him enough to call him a Derby

winner. BChristie DeBernardis

#13 CODE OF HONOR 12-1
(c, Noble Mission {GB}--Reunited, by Dixie Union)

O/B-W S Farish (KY) | T-Shug McGaughey | J-John Velazquez
Lifetime Record: GSW & GISP, 5-2-1-1, $478,820

Code of Honor’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
3/30/19 GI Florida Derby 3rd
3/2/19 GII Fountain of Youth S. 1st
10/6/19 GI Champagne S. 2nd

BOOKMARK
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/getLatest.php

to download the latest edition of the TDN each day.

https://www.dwaynelukasbook.com
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/stallion-details?sire=Noble+Mission+%28GB%29&hid=19533
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Code-of-Honor-Pedigree.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903301835GPM14/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903021738GPM13/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201810061733BED10/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/getLatest.php
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Win Win Win | Coady

Win Win Win following the Pasco | SV photography

Want to send a “LETTER TO THE EDITOR”

of the Thoroughbred Daily News?

Send an e-mail to: editor@thetdn.com

PROS: Win Win Win, who made his first appearance on the

Derby trail with a track-record setting win in the Pasco S. at

Tampa Bay Downs in January, is a late-running sort in a Derby

which looks loaded with speed. He showed perseverance in the

GII Toyota Blue Grass S. when, mired in traffic on the far turn, he

still closed well late to be second.

CONS: Win Win Win=s big win in the Pasco came over seven

furlongs and, while earmed slices while trying two turns in the

GII Tampa Bay Derby and Blue Grass, it doesn=t look like he has

progressed dramatically with the stretch out in distance.

PEDIGREE: Win Win Win is by Japanese champion miler Hat

Trick, whose own sire was 1989 GI Kentucky Derby winner

Sunday Silence. His dam Miss Smarty Pants is a daughter of 2004

Derby winner Smarty Jones and his second dam Devotion

Unbridled is a daughter of 1990 winner Unbridled.

VERDICT: Win Win Win may be closing late to pick up some

minor placings, but doesn=t seem a likely winner. BJessica

Martini

#14 WIN WIN WIN 12-1
(c, Hat Trick {Jpn}--Miss Smarty Pants, by Smarty Jones) 

O-Live Oak Stud | B-Live Oak Plantation (FL)
T-Michael Trombetta | J-Julian Pimentel | Lifetime Record: SW & MGSP, 6-3-2-1, $367,300

Win Win Win’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
4/6/19 GII Toyota Blue Grass S. 2nd 
3/9/19 GII Lambholm South Tampa Bay Derby 3rd 
1/19/19 Pasco S. 1st

https://www.ftboa.com/Articles/Article/National-Marketing-Campaigns
mailto:editor@thetdn.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/WinWinWin40P.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201904061825KED10/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903091726TAM11/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201901191509TAM7/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201704011851GPM14/
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Master Fencer becomes the first Japanese-bred to contest the Kentucky Derby | Horsephotos

PROS: Placed in a 2000-meter turf maiden on career debut last

September at Hanshin, Master Fencer has taken nicely to racing

on the deep main track surfaces in Japan, with a record of 

4-2-1-0 from four runs. His get-back and run-on style should suit

the projected shape of the Derby. Julien Leparoux knows his

way around Churchill Downs and sees fit to take the call.

CONS: Master Fencer will find conditions much quicker 
underfoot and it remains to be seen how he will handle it. 
Having never placed in a black-type event and having 

finished fourth in his only try at that level, the chestnut 

faces a serious class question Saturday evening.

PEDIGREE: Master Fencer is a member of the first crop of Just a

Way (Jpn) (by Heart=s Cry, by Sunday Silence), the one-time

world=s highest-rated racehorse and winner of the G1 Dubai

Duty Free S. (1800mT), but also at home of the G1 Tenno Sho

(Autumn) over 2000 meters. Just a Way is out of a daughter of

GI Breeders= Cup Classic hero Wild Again. 

   Master Fencer was produced by a daughter of Powder (Broad

Brush), the dam of US dirt MGSW One Caroline (Unbridled=s

Song), who was in turn the dam of GSP Improv (Distorted

Humor) and SP Girl Talk (Medaglia d=Oro). Third dam Charette, a

daughter of GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile winner Chief=s Crown, was

a half-sister to European Horse of the Year St. Jovite and to the

good US dirt runners Lac Ouimet and L=Carriere. The 10-furlong

distance should be in Master Fencer=s wheelhouse.

VERDICT: A sporting gesture it is to have traveled halfway 
around the world for the Derby, but a top-10 finish would be 

a major surprise. --Alan Carasso

#15 MASTER FENCER (JPN) 50-1
(c, Just a Way {Jpn}--Sexy Zamurai, by Deputy Minister)

O/B-Katsumi Yoshizawa | T-K Tsunoda | J-Julien Leparoux | 
Lifetime Record: 6-2-2-0, $234,392

Master Fencer’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
3/31/19 Fukuryu S. (allowance) 2nd
1/14/19 Allowance (Kyoto) 1st
12/23/18 Maiden (Hanshin) 1st

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/MasterFencer.pdf
https://youtu.be/OGE4-vXB3Y8
https://youtu.be/nmCR9k9qp2g
https://youtu.be/mjfFXYCmbfM
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Game Winner | Eclipse Sportswire/Breeders= Cup

Coady

PROS: What=s not to like about this champion? A perfect four-

for-four during an Eclipse-winning juvenile campaign, the bay

captured the GI Del Mar Futurity, GI American Pharoah S. and 

GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile, a race he won beneath the Twin

Spires. Game Winner showed versatility in each of those starts,

as well as an ability to overcome adversity, which will serve him

well in this 20-horse affair. While he finished second in his two

starts this year, the $110,00 KEESEP buy lost nothing in defeat.

The >TDN Rising Star= came up just a nose short of Omaha Beach

off a layoff in the GII Rebel S. Mar. 16 and missed by a half-

length to a strong rally from stablemate Roadster (Quality Road)

in the GI Santa Anita Derby Apr. 6. His Hall of Fame conditioner

Bob Baffert is no stranger to the Kentucky Derby winner circle,

having won five renewals of the Run for the Roses, two of which

led to Triple Crown victories. His pilot Joel Rosario also boasts a

prior Derby win in 2013 courtesy of Orb.

CONS: There is not much to knock on this ultra-consistent colt. If

you want to be nit-picky, you can point to the fact he is winless

this year, but he still ran strong Beyer Speed Figures in those

efforts. He is drawn wide, moving in one to post 15 with the

defection of Omaha Beach, but American Pharoah won from

that same post in 2015. 

PEDIGREE: Game Winner is a son of Candy Ride, who did his

best running over a route of ground, including a victory in the

10-panel GI Pacific Classic. 

   His offspring have also proven to relish the 1 1/4-mile trip with

Horse of the Year and GI Breeders= Cup Classic victory Gun

Runner as one of the most recent examples. His dam Indyan

Giving did not make the races, but her sire A.P. Indy=s prowess

on the racetrack and as both a sire and broodmare sire needs no

explanation. Her dam Fleet Indian was champion older mare in

2006 and retired with 13 wins and over $1.7 million in earnings.

She was privately purchased by Jane Lyon=s Summer Wind

Equine after RNAing for $3.9 million carrying a foal by Storm Cat

at the 2007 Keeneland November Sale. Horses produced by

Lyon=s operation have been red hot in the past couple of season

with the likes of MGISWs McKinzie (Street Sense) and

Moonshine Memories (Malibu Moon) and Grade I winners

Chasing Yesterday (Tapit) and Mozu Ascot (Frankel {GB}), in

addition to Game Winner.

VERDICT: Game Winner looks primed to give Baffert his record-

tying sixth Derby victory. BChristie DeBernardis

#16 GAME WINNER 9-2
(c, Candy Ride {Arg}--Indyan Giving, by A.P. Indy) | ($110,000 yrl >17 KEESEP)

O-Gary & Mary West | B-Summer Wind Equine (KY) | T-Bob Baffert | J-Joel Rosario
Lifetime Record: Ch. 2yo Colt, MGISW, 6-4-2-0, $1,846,000

Game Winner’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
4/9/19 GI Santa Anita Derby 2nd
3/16/19 GII Rebel S. 2nd
11/2/19 GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile S. 1st
9/29/18 GI American Pharoah S. 1st

Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/stallion-details?sire=Candy+Ride+%28Arg%29&hid=4077
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Game-Winner-Pedigree.pdf
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201904061913SAD8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903161907OPM10/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201811021804CHD9/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201809291736SAD6/
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Horsephotos

PROS: Roadster is lightly raced and has steadily improved in

three starts since being named a >TDN Rising Star= for his 

4 1/4-length debut victory last summer at Del Mar. He suffered

his only blemish when third as the favorite to eventual

champion stablemate Game Winner (Candy Ride {Arg}) in the 

GI Del Mar Futurity, and since correcting a breathing issue over

the winter, has come back with a pair of strong efforts as a

sophomore. Annexing a quality optional claimer Mar. 1 at Santa

Anita, he put in a big late run to exact his revenge on Game

Winner with a half-length score in the GI Santa Anita Derby to

punch his ticket to Louisville. He showed a new dimension that

day, relaxing well off the speed and closing to demonstrate the

all-important versatility usually necessary to win a race like the

Derby. Trained by Hall of Famer Bob Baffert, the gray is already

fast enough to win, but looks to have as much room to grow as

any in the field and is a reasonable bet to peak in this, the third

start of his form cycle.

CONS: While his inexperience gives him a chance to improve, it

also could be a hindrance in a field full of more battle-tested

players, and Roadster has yet to face any meaningful adversity

in any of his starts. He also was somewhat fortunate to take

down his champion stablemate last out, as that one covered far

more ground and moved sooner, while Roadster was able to sit

back and make one run in a race that was slowing down late.

Mike Smith, who has been aboard for all four of Roadster=s

starts, orignally opted to stick with GI Arkansas Derby winner

Omaha Beach (War Front).

PEDIGREE: Roadster=s siblings have shown the ability to go long,

albeit on turf. Half-brother Ascend (Candy Ride {Arg}) sprung the

upset at 27-1 in the 2017 GI Woodford Reserve Manhattan S. at

1 1/4 miles and kin Moro Tap (Tapit) was third going 11 furlongs

in the GIII Louisville H. This is despite SW dam Ghost Dancing

never traveling beyond 6 1/2 furlongs in her nine-race career.

Third dam Dance Teacher (Smarten) lends additional stamina, as

she captured the 10-panel GI Ladies H. in her swan song in 1989.

VERDICT: Roadster is one of the X-factors in this year=s Derby, as

he could easily continue his ascent and prove himself most

talented of all or run up the track as his inexperience catches up

to him. But he=s dangerous, not just due to his obvious ability,

but also because of a stamina-leaning pedigree and a now-

proven adaptability. --Joe Bianca

#17 ROADSTER 5-1
(c, Quality Road--Ghost Dancing, by Silver Ghost) | ($525,000 KEESEP yrl >17)

O-Speedway Stable LLC | B-Stone Farm (KY) | T-Bob Baffert | J-Florent Geroux
Lifetime Record: GISW, 4-3-1-0, $706,200

Roadster’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
4/6/19 GI Santa Anita Derby 1st
3/1/19 Allowance/Optional Claiming 1st
9/3/18 GI Del Mar Futurity 3rd
7/29/18 Maiden 1st

DID YOU KNOW?
Roadster (Quality Road)

 was tabbed as a

“TDN Rising Star” 

Visit the TDN Rising Stars section

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=157323
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/stallion-details?sire=Quality+Road&hid=22209
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/roadster-pedigree.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201904061913SAD8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903011951SAD8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201809032103DMD9/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201807291932DMD6/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/rising-stars/


  KENTUCKY DERBY SPECIAL EDITION $ PAGE 20 OF 23  $ THETDN.COM           FRIDAY $ MAY 3, 2019 

Long Range Toddy and owner Willis Horton | Coady

PROS: Long Range Toddy is one of only two horses to beat

otherwise-undefeated Improbable (City Zip), along with Omaha

Beach (War Front), when upsetting that rival in the GII Rebel S.

two back. Prior to a dull sixth-place run in the sloppy-track 

GI Arkansas Derby, the dark bay had been steadily improving

and over-achieving in every race. Breaking his maiden at 13-2,

he repeated at 10-1 in the Clever Trevor S. and upset the

Springboard Mile S. at 18-1. A neck second in the Smarty Jones

S. after that, he navigated traffic trouble to be third in the 

GIII Southwest S. before his Rebel heroics. The homebred has

proven, unlike most others in the field, an ability to fight

through adversity and create his own opportunities irrespective

of circumstances.

CONS: While he tagged Improbable in the Rebel, the difference

in trips between the two that day was enormous, as Long Range

Toddy saved ground all the way around the track and got last

run while the favorite went four to five wide on both turns and

made the first move before just succumbing late. He didn=t get

those benefits in the Arkansas Derby, and though perhaps the

wet track can be used as an excuse, he came up totally empty

when the real running began and was beaten 14 3/4 lengths.

Simply put, he=s too slow on the races he=s run so far, even the

Rebel, and would need a massive move forward to be a win

contender here.

PEDIGREE: Being by Grade I-winning router Take Charge Indy,

himself a product of stout stamina influences A.P. Indy and

three-time Grade I-winning router Take Charge Lady (Dehere),

Long Range Toddy gets plenty of distance influence from the top

side of his pedigree. His dam won thrice going long on turf,

while second dam Pleasant Temper was a MGSW router, also on

grass.

VERDICT: He has some intangibles to like, such as his steady

improvement prior to the Arkansas Derby, his willingness to

overcome trouble and a stamina-heavy pedigree, but Long

Range Toddy is still a clear outsider whose ceiling looks to be a

minor placing without a massive improvement overnight. --Joe

Bianca

#18 LONG RANGE TODDY 30-1
(c, Take Charge Indy--Pleasant Song, by Unbridled=s Song)

O|B-Willis Horton Racing, LLC (KY) | T-Steve Asmussen | J-Jon Court
Lifetime Record: GSW, 8-4-1-1, $854,459

Long Range Toddy’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
4/13/19 GI Arkansas Derby 6th
3/16/19 GII Rebel S. 1st
2/18/19 GIII Southwest S. 3rd
1/25/19 Smarty Jones S. 2nd
12/16/18 Remington Springboard Mile S. 1st
11/2/18 Clever Trevor S. 1st
9/28/18 Maiden 1st
8/31/18 Maiden 4th

https://www.trfinc.org/35-years/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/PED-long-range-toddy.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201904131942OPM11/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903161756OPM8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201902181813OPM9/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201901251726OPM8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201812162055RED11/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201811022249RED7/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201809282103RED3/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201808312120RED4/
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Spinoff | Sarah K Andrew

A >Star=-Studded Derby

One of every five runners in this year=s 
Derby is a TDN Rising Star

Country House
Game Winner

Improbable
Roadster

PROS: Lightly raced Spinoff flashed immediate ability with a

debut win at Gulfstream last June, and shipped north to be third

in the GII Saratoga Special S. He resurfaced to impress with a

romping two-turn optional claiming score at Tampa in February,

and ran very well to be second while hung out with no cover and

up close to the pace in the GII Twinspires.com Louisiana Derby.

He seems like a horse with room to improve, and his high

cruising speed could prove an asset--or a liability--depending on

the pace scenario. 

CONS: As mentioned above, Spinoff could find himself doing too

much of the dirty work early in the Derby. While there=s no

reason he couldn=t see out 10 panels, he also gives off some

miler vibes. 

PEDIGREE: Sire Hard Spun was second in the 2007 Derby and 

GI Breeders= Cup Classic, but was probably better going shorter--

his highest-level win came on the cutback to seven eighths in

the GI King=s Bishop S. His top North American earner thus far

has been Wicked Strong, who was second in both the GI Travers

S. and GI Jockey Club Gold Cup. Another son Hard Aces was a

Grade I winner at the Derby distance, and Hardest Core took the

GI Arlington Million at 10 panels on the lawn. Talented dam

Zaftig romped in the GI Acorn S. over a one-turn mile, and her

previous foal Rugbyman (Tapit) was a >TDN Rising Star= who was

second in last year=s Easy Goer S. Second dam Zoftig (Cozzene)

was a Grade I winner herself over 1 1/16 miles. 

VERDICT: Spinoff clearly has some talent, but this could prove

too much, too soon for him. Needs to avoid getting sucked in

early. -Brian DiDonato

#19 SPINOFF 30-1
(c, Hard Spun--Zaftig, by Gone West)

O/B-Wertheimer and Frere (KY) | T-Todd A. Pletcher | 
J-Manny Franco | Lifetime Record: GSP, 4-2-1-1, $260,000

Spinoff’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
3/23/19 GII Twinspires.com Louisiana Derby 2nd
2/22/19 ALW/OC-TAM 1st
6/23/18 Maiden Special Weight-GP 1st

https://vimeo.com/thetdn
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=592460
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=568928
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=585911
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=157323
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Hard%20Spun&log=#tot
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Spinoff40P.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201903231811JGD13/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201902221315TAM2/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201806231623GPM8/


https://www.darleyamerica.com?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=Full%20page&utm_content=Street%20Sense%20Animal%20Kingdom%20Nyquist&utm_campaign=Stallions
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PROS: Country House was tabbed a >TDN Rising Star= after a

dramatic last-to-first move while breaking his maiden in his

sophomore debut going 1 1/16 miles at Gulfstream Park Jan. 17

(video)... He jumped up to the graded ranks in his next start and,

despite running greenly, found only War of Will (War Front) too

good in the GII Risen Star S. and was a best-of-the-rest third in

the GI Arkansas Derby... CONS: Country House has made a habit

of breaking poorly and racing greenly. Breaking from post 19

Saturday, another tardy beginning would likely scupper any

chance of success in Louisville... PEDIGREE: Country House is a

son of two-time champion Lookin at Lucky, who won the 2010

GI Preakness S. after finishing a troubled sixth as the 6.30-1

favorite from the one hole in the Derby... His dam Quake Lake is

a daughter of Grade I placed Shooting Party (Sky Classic) and is a

half-sister to Prince of Wales S. winner and multiple Grade I

placed Breaking Lucky (Lookin at Lucky)... VERDICT: A clearly

talented runner who may need more time to mature before he=s

ready for the big stage.

#20 COUNTRY HOUSE 30-1
(c, Lookin at Lucky--Quake Lake, by War Chant) 

O-Mrs J V Shields, Jr., E. J. M. McFadden, LNJ Foxwoods | B-J V Shields, Jr. (KY)
T-William Mott | J-Flavien Prat | Lifetime Record: GISP, 6-1-2-1, $260,175

Country House’s Video Highlights
Date Race Finish
4/13/19 GI Arkansas Derby 3rd 
2/16/19 GII Risen Star S. 2nd 

http://blackwoodstables.com/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=592460
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201901171332GPM3/
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Lookin%20At%20Lucky&log=#tot
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CountryHouse40P.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201904131942OPM11/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201902161909JGD12/


http://www.webbcarroll.com/
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Bodexpress (outside) | Lauren King

Coady

PROS: Popped a big figure and finished ahead of a pair of next-

out winners when runner-up in a Gulfstream maiden Feb. 16, an

effort judged strong enough to take a crack at the GI Xpressbet

Florida Derby...Making his two-turn debut on that occasion, he

belied his 71-1 starting price by sitting up close to the pace set

by Maximum Security and finished well clear of Code of Honor

for second money.

CONS: Maidens who have entered the Derby are winless in 11

tries since such statistics have been logged going back 80 years.

The last maiden to contest the Derby was Sonneteer (Midnight

Lute), who finished 16th to Always Dreaming in 2017. The pace

Saturday afternoon figures many lengths quicker and

demanding than in the Florida Derby. Sit too close to it and run

the risk of getting burned up, sit too far back and likely be out of

his comfort zone.

PEDIGREE: By the sire of the aforementioned 2017 Derby hero

Always Dreaming, Bodexpress is out of an unraced half-sister to

Stormy Lord (Stormy Atlantic), a Grade II winner at seven

furlongs on turf who stayed 12 furlongs well enough to finish

second in the 2010 Breeders= S. at Woodbine.

   Bodexpress=s Illinois-bred third dam Explosive Kate (Explodent)

was a useful turf mare at middle distances on the Chicago

circuit. Despite the presence of sprint influences on the female

side of his pedigree, Bodexpress can see out the 10 furlongs

with the right trip.

VERDICT: Required the defection of Omaha Beach to draw into

the field and will need all sorts of luck in running from post

position 20. Look for him in a maiden allowance next time out.

BAlan Carasso

#21 BODEXPRESS 30-1
(c, Bodemeister--Pied a Terre, by City Zip)

O-Top Racing, Global T=bred & GDS Racing | B-Martha Jane Mulholland (KY) | 
T-Gustavo Delgado | J-Chris Landeros | Lifetime Record: GISP, 5-M-3-0, $208,700

https://www.mulhollandsprings.com/
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/stallion-details?sire=Bodemeister&hid=477808

