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Before the Hammer is a series presented by Keeneland that will

spotlight consignors, their stories of success and their featured

offerings at the upcoming Keeneland November Breeding Stock

Sale.

TAKING CHARGE OF THE FUTURE AT THREE

CHIMNEYS
by Amanda Duckworth

   Three Chimneys Farm has been in a transition period recently,

and as a result, has made very specific selections when it comes

to what it will offer at this

year's Keeneland

November Breeding Stock

Sale. Many of their mares

on offer come from a turf

background, as the farm is

moving toward more

dirt-centric pedigrees.

   "We looked at the mares

that we have and took a

lot of the grass ones and

put them on offer because

we want to have around

50 dirt pedigree families,"

said Case Clay, the farm's

chief commercial officer.

   The reason for this new

direction is because Three Chimneys is looking toward the

future at the type of stallions it wants to stand.

   "In America, dirt stallions are what people want to breed to,"

said Clay. "That's not taking anything away from the great

stallions in Kentucky that produce grass horses - we had Rahy

and Dynaformer - but we really want to focus on the Will Take

Charge-types that produce dirt horses.

   "It is difficult to just go buy a stallion prospect, so we are going

to try and play in every market. Maybe we can buy one off the

track, maybe we can breed a dirt horse, and maybe we can buy

a dirt yearling or weanling. The classics here in America are on

dirt, so that's what we are going to try and produce. If we have

grass in the family of the mares, it is harder to produce a dirt

stallion."

   Among the mares in the Three Chimneys draft this year is Wild

Wind (Ger) (hip 107) the Group 1-placed Danehill Dancer (Ire)

mare comes with an impressive pedigree, as her third dam is

champion and exceptional broodmare Miesque. 

   "She has it all in my opinion," said Clay. "She has the form, the

family, and the produce to be a really exciting mare."  

   Three Chimneys acquired Wild Wind in France at the 2012

Arqana December Breeding Stock Sale for i1.175 million ($1.5

million) and is only offering her now because of its move toward

dirt pedigrees. Other mares being offered include Grade I

winner Summer Soiree (hip 75),

who is by War Front, and the

Grade III-winning Tapit mare

Tapicat.

   "It helps that this is an

international sale because these

are some international

pedigrees," said Clay. "It should

be a good market for these

mares." 

   Like it has in the past, Three

Chimneys will also be offering

some high-profile weanlings.

Amongst them is Summer

Soiree's colt by Will Take

Charge.

   "It is a market play," said Clay.

"We were pleasantly surprised by the September market, and

we feel like this might be a good time to sell a special weanling

and the market would be receptive to it. The weanlings on offer

are less grass related, and more market driven."

   The yearling market has been a good one for the farm as well,

as according to Clay, of the 20 yearlings to sell for $1 million or

more at Keeneland in the last two years, five of them came from

Three Chimneys. 

   "Three Chimneys has made a big change over the last few

years in regards to ownership, and it shows that the market is

receiving our product well," said Clay. "It's been rewarding in

that regard. That stat was through three different consignors.

We are working well breeding, raising, and selling horses the

market is receptive to."

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://apps.keeneland.com/sales/Nov16/pdfs/107.pdf
http://apps.keeneland.com/sales/Nov16/pdfs/75.pdf
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Click here for an interview with Case Clay about Three

Chimneys= Keeneland November consignment

   Clay's family owned Three Chimneys for decades before selling

the majority of it to Goncalo Borges Torrealba in 2013. When it

comes to the Keeneland November Sale, there is no doubt that

Three Chimneys has certainly had its share of success both

before and after the farm changed hands.

   In 2004, the farm offered a multiple Grade I-winning mare,

who as unlikely as it sounds, turned out to be a bargain when

she was hammered down for $4.2 million. 

   That mare, Take

Charge Lady, won

more than $2.4

million during her

career. Many of her

biggest victories

came at Keeneland,

where she pulled off

the hat-trick of

winning the

Alcibiades S. (then a

GII, now a GI), Ashland S. (GI), and Spinster S. (GI), the latter of

which she won twice. When she entered the ring at the

Keeneland November Sale, she was carrying her first foal.

   The resulting foal, a filly named Charming, had a modest racing

career but went on to produce the Eclipse Award-winning filly

Take Charge Brandi. Take Charge Brandi sold for $6 million at

Keeneland's 2015 November Breeding Stock Sale to be the

highest-priced horse sold at public auction worldwide last year.

Take Charge Lady, meanwhile, subsequently produced Grade 1

winners Take Charge Indy and Will Take Charge, the latter of

which was named 2013 champion 3-year-old colt and now

stands at Three Chimneys. Take Charge Lady was named

Broodmare of the Year shortly thereafter.

   "We consigned Take Charge Lady for Jerry Bach, and what she

has gone on to do is pretty neat," said Clay. "You can sell a

high-priced one and maybe they don't produce, but to be

attached to her is special. She has gone on to do such great

things, and having Will Take Charge on the farm as a young

stallion now is wonderful."

   Just one year before, Three Chimneys sold GI Breeders' Cup

Distaff winner Spain for $5.3 million. Her weanling Storm Cat

colt followed her into the ring, and he brought $2.4 million,

which at the time was a record price for a weanling at the 

Keeneland November sale. Three Chimneys had consigned both

the mare and her son on behalf of the late Prince Ahmed

Salman's The Thoroughbred Corporation. 

   Another popular race mare, multiple Group I winner Life At

Ten, was consigned by Three Chimneys at the 2011 November

Sale, where she sold for $1.95 million.

   Handling dispersals is one of Three Chimneys strong suits, and

just last year, in addition to its normal offerings, Three Chimneys

was entrusted with Regis Farms dispersal. Both of the farm's top

lots came from that group of horses, and as it happens, they

were both Tapit fillies-Royal Obsession, who brought $1.15

million, and Shook Up, who sold for $1.65 million.

   "Last year's Regis dispersal was a big package of horses, and it

went really well," said Clay. "We've had some good dispersals

here for clients, and November has been a really good niche for

us as consignors."

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://youtu.be/PhJ4wldnMD0
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/shared_content.cfm?id=194

