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D. Wayne Lukas | Coady photo IN TDN EUROPE TODAY
PHOENIX, AQUIS PARTNER IN INVADER
   Rising global stables Phoenix Thoroughbreds and Aquis

Farm have partnered to stand Group 1-winning 2-year-old

Invader (Aus) (Snitzel {Aus}) at Aquis. Click or tap here to go

straight to TDN Europe.

82 YEARS YOUNG, LUKAS
AFTER ANOTHER DERBY

by Bill Finley

   Trainer Wayne Lukas is in his eighties, hasn=t had a winner of

the GI Kentucky Derby since 1999, hasn=t had a horse finish in

the money since 2002 and hasn=t had a starter since 2015. 

Despite a Hall of Fame career, he would seem an unlikely

candidate to win this year=s Derby, but there=s one thing about

Lukas: you can never count him out.

   Look who=s back on the Kentucky Derby trail. Lukas won

Saturday=s GII Risen Star Stakes at the Fair Grounds with Bravazo

(Awesome Again). Ridden by Miguel Mena, he won by a nose at

odds of 21-1. Monday, Lukas will send out GI Hopeful S. winner

and >TDN Rising Star= Sporting Chance (Tiznow) in the GIII

Southwest S. at Oaklawn Park.

   ANow that it looks like we might have a couple for the Derby,

you can=t believe the fan base and the people coming out of the

woodwork,@ Lukas said. AYesterday, the texts were coming in

and the phone was ringing off the wall. People we hadn=t heard

from in a long time. It=s kind of exciting for me. I haven=t won

once since 1999. Not that we=re going to win it, but the fact that

we are in the picture is a really stimulating thing for me at this

point in my career.@

   Art Sherman, who won the 2014 Kentucky Derby with

California Chrome (Lucky Pulpit) at age 77, holds the record for

oldest trainer to have won the Derby.

Cont. p3

MOURINHO BACK IN ARKANSAS FOR SALTY

SOUTHWEST
   >TDN Rising Star= Mourinho (Super Saver) ships back into

Arkansas from his Santa Anita base to contest Monday=s GIII

Southwest S. and attempt to maintain trainer Bob Baffert=s

domination of that Oaklawn leg of the Triple Crown trail. The

$625,000 OBS March acquisition was a debut winner at Santa

Anita Sept. 30, but settled for second in both the Speakeasy S.

Oct. 15 and GIII Bob Hope S. Nov. 11. He put it all together with

a 3 1/4-length front-running romp in the local Smarty Jones S.

Jan. 15 for which he earned a 99 Beyer Speed Figure.

Combatant (Scat Daddy) completed the exacta. 

   Combatant is one of four entered here for two-time

Southwest-winning trainer Steve Asmussen, but Principe

Guilherme (Tapit) will scratch after finishing a disappointing

seventh in Saturday=s GII Risen Star S. Cont. p7

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=507512
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/
http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/horses/tom-s-ready.html
http://www.darbydan.com/horses/shackleford.html#overview


Monday, February 19, 2018

THE WEEK IN REVIEW 5
In the latest Week in Review, Bill Finley looks at a pair of modern-day
iron horses, discusses winter racing in New York and much more.
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EST Race Click for TV
5:16p Royal Delta S.-GIII, GP TJCIS PPs TVG
5:35p Razorback H.-GIII, OP TJCIS PPs TVG
6:10p Southwest S.-GIII, OP TJCIS PPs TVG
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Poster boy. On Monday, Oaklawn Park will honor 2017 Razorback H. winner and Horse

of the Year Gun Runner with a free commemorative poster while supplies last. Hall of

Fame trainer Steve Asmussen will sign the posters near the information booth on the

first floor from 12:15 pm-12:45 pm for a $5 donation to Second Stride, a

Kentucky-based Thoroughbred aftercare program. With earnings of $15,988,500, Gun

Runner is the richest horse to race at Oaklawn. | Coady Photography
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Bravazo | Hodges Photography

Lukas After Another Derby (cont. from p1)

   Bravazo is typical of the type of horses Lukas now so often

wins major races with. He was a horse few believed in coming

into the Risen Star, a race that was headlined by Instilled Regard

(Arch) and Noble Indy (Take

Charge Indy). Every time Lukas

wins a big race, the horse seems

to pay in the double digits.

   AI guess when you get to be 82,

they overlook you,@ he said.

   Bravazo was an erratic 2-year-

old who was good enough to run

second in the GI Claiborne

Breeders= Futurity at Keeneland

last year and erratic enough to

finish tenth, beaten 14 lengths,

in the GII Kentucky Jockey Club

S. Lukas said he had made a

mistake last year when trying to

convert Bravazo into a one-run

horse and the reason he has

been better this year is because he has told the riders to let the

horse get into the running earlier on.

   The son of Awesome Again debuted as a 3-year-old with a

narrow allowance win at Oaklawn Jan. 13 and came back to win

the Risen Star over 41-1 shot Snapper Sinclair (City Zip).

   AI think he is a solid, good horse and he=ll keep everybody

honest,@ Lukas said. AThey=ll be

hyping different ones, which

they usually do with the horses

in Florida, New York and

California. But I think he=s pretty

solid and I think I can get him to

move forward off this. He=ll keep

the deal honest.

   AThe other thing is he is getting

more mature. He was a little

green yesterday in the stretch

when he went to riding him

hard.  A lot of people don=t

realize that, when you go to ride

these babies like that and really

get after them like they do with

an older horse, they drift and

duck and dive and do things. They=re not used to that. He should

move forward after that.@

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.adenastallions.com/horses/awesome-again.html
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Sporting Chance | Sarah K. Andrew

   Bravazo has 54 Derby points, which assures him a spot in the

field if he stays healthy. Lukas said the GII Louisiana Derby at the

Fair Grounds would be next.

   Lukas last won a Triple Crown race with Oxbow in 2013 and

there are plenty of similarities between that horse and Bravazo.

Both are owned by Calumet Farm and both are by Awesome

Again. Both are also out of Cee=s Tizzy mares. 

   AHe=s got Oxbow=s look when it comes to conformation,@ Lukas

said. AI don=t know, it might be stretching things a little bit, but,

sure, there is a similarity there.@

   Prior to Bravazo=s emergence, Sporting Chance looked like

Lukas=s best hope for getting back into the Kentucky Derby

picture. A $575,000 Keeneland September purchase, he won the

Sept. 4 Hopeful by a neck but has not been heard from since.

Topped by the Bob Baffert trained Mourinho (Super Saver), the

Southwest is far from an easy spot to come back in.

   AI think I=ve got him as good as I can make him on Feb. 19,@

Lukas said. AThe problem is every horse in the race but him has

had two outs this year and that third out is usually when you can

figure out where you=re at a little bit. He is coming off a six-

month layoff. Talent-wise, I think he=s there, but in mid-

February I don=t want his best race. But I do need a good one. If

the talent and ability carries him, so be it. He=s a very talented

colt and a very professional horse. A used care salesman could

train this one.@

   Perhaps Sporting Chance would be better off being trained by

an old basketball coach. 

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/82-years-young-lukas-after-another-derby/
http://www.nytbreeders.org/sales/auction-hips.cfm


 TDN HEADLINE NEWS • PAGE 5 OF 13  • THETDN.COM MONDAY • FEBRUARY 19, 2018

Chella | Lauren King

WHO SAYS THEY DON'T MAKE TOUGH

HORSES ANYMORE?
The Week in Review, by Bill Finley

   A 27-year-old rookie trainer claims a horse for $10,000 at

Mahoning Valley and, usually, the story goes nowhere. But not

this one. There are better horses out there than Chella (Where's

the Ring), but good luck finding one more consistent and

durable. When she won a $50,000 starter stakes at Gulfstream

Saturday it was not only the biggest win of her career

purse-wise, but raised her career record to a remarkable 26 for

41.

   "She's not normal," said owner-trainer Elliot Sullivan, now 29

and based for most of the year in Ohio.

   No, she's not. Sullivan claimed the horse for $10,000 April 1,

2015. He won a three-way shake to get her, but wasn't sure if he

had done the right thing. Chella had already won six times in her

career, including three in a row, and was taking a suspicious

drop in class.

   "It looked a little too obvious that she was in for $10,000 the

day I claimed her," Sullivan said. "She ran a bad second in the

race we claimed her out of. She was a really body sore horse

when I got her and they put her on [the]  vet's list [the] day I

claimed her."

   But using such methods as a magnetic blanket and ice

treatments, Sullivan got the horse back to her best. She won

eight straight for her new connections, many of them in starter

allowance company at the Ohio tracks. Sullivan got more

adventurous and started shipping around to find spots. Chella

has won at, among other venues, Keeneland, Churchill, Fort Erie,

Delaware and Mountaineer. Normally, Sullivan stays in Ohio for

the winter, but decided to ship to Tampa Bay this year. There,

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.calumetfarm.com/stallions/keen-ice/
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for the first time since he started campaigning her, he put her in

for a tag. She won the $62,500 optional claimer at Tampa and

there were no takers. Next out she won another starter

allowance, this one at Tampa, and then headed to Gulfstream.

The second choice in the wagering, the 7-year-old won by a

half-length. She's scored in 63.4% of her starts.

   "I don't really know how to explain it," Sullivan said. "To me,

she's just a freak of nature. Anything you put in her way she

takes it down. Seven-eighths is not her preferred distance, but

yesterday she found a way to win. She looked like she was in

trouble at the quarter-pole but she really has the will to win. She

is a very competitive horse. She loves her job. I haven't trained

many horses like that who love to go out and train in the

morning  and love what they do. She makes your job a lot easier

as a trainer."

   What impressed Sullivan the most is the mare's consistency.

She may not always win, but she always tries. She has run out of

the money only once during the 23 starts she's made for his

barn. 

   "The best thing about this mare is she has stayed at the same

level for so long," he said. "I've never had a horse that has come

close to that. They all seem to have a peak of six months to a

year, max. Three years ago, she was at the same level she's at

today. If anything, she's gotten even gotten better with time.

She's just special. She's been a special part of my life."

Speaking of Iron Horses
   Page McKenney (Eavesdropper) was also in the winner's circle

Saturday at Gulfstream, winning a $60,000 starter stakes. That

was win number 21 for the 8-year-old gelding who has made 54

career starts. 

   There were some signs that time had finally caught up with the

Mary Eppler trainee, as he had finished a non-threatening eighth

and fifth in his prior two starts. But both were in tough spots,

including the GIII Harlan's Holiday S., where he was eighth

behind Fear the Cowboy (Cowboy Cal). Dropping down into

easier company helped, as he won by four lengths.

   Like Chella, Page McKenney is one of the more remarkable

stories in racing today. He was claimed in 2013 for $16,000. He's

now earned $1,796,000, most of it for current owners Adam

Staple and Jalin Stable.

Aqueduct's Winter Blues
   For those of you who still think winter racing at Aqueduct--at

least four days a week of it--is a good idea, please look at the

charts of this week's races. 

   Sixty-seven horses started Saturday in nine races for an

average field size of 7.44, and that was the good day. On

Thursday, there were five races with five-horse fields and the

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://coolmore.com/stallions/magician/?farm=america
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Still Having Fun | MJC photo

average field size for the day was 5.5. Friday's eight-race card

kicked off with an early double consisting of two four-horse

races. Forty-seven horses ran, for an average field size of 5.875.

The first three races on Sunday's card were all four-horse fields

and the average field size for the day was 5.77.

   The product matters. Horseplayers are not going to bet on this

stuff and, though no one equates Aqueduct in the winter to

Saratoga, NYRA is tarnishing its brand and driving customers to

other signals by putting together the types of cards horseplayers

despise.

   Surely, there has to be a better way.

Former Jockey Found a Second Career
   One Joey (Skinny Joey) Merlino was all over the news last

week. The reputed boss of the Philadelphia mob, he was in court

in Manhattan on racketeering charges and, on Thursday, the

jury told the judge it was deadlocked. However, the judge told

the jury to get back to work and they will reconvene Tuesday.

   The Associated Press reported, "Joseph >Skinny Joey' Merlino

was a tough-talking >fixer' in a widespread scheme to collect

insurance payments by bribing doctors to write bogus

prescriptions for a pain cream, Assistant U.S. Attorney Max

Nicolas told Manhattan jurors."

   But once upon a time, Merlino, 55, was a fairly obscure bug

boy on the Mid-Atlantic circuit.

   Starting in 1979, Merlino rode for three years and won 41

races, most of them at Monmouth and Parx (then known as

Keystone). His biggest win came in the 1981 Annapolis H. at

Pimlico.

A Sleeper for the Triple Crown
   Still Having Fun (Old Fashioned) is going to have to do a lot

more than win a $100,000 stakes in the middle of winter at

Laurel before anybody gets too excited about him, but don't be

surprised if you hear a lot more from this colt down the road.

   First off, some pretty smart people in Gary Barber and the

Wachtel Stable have already bought into him and they surely

weren't disappointed by Saturday's Miracle Wood at Laurel,

even though the horse only won by a neck.

   Coming off a 4 1/2-length win in the Frank Whiteley S., he had

a brutal trip Saturday. Ridden by Fergal Lynch, he broke from

the one-post on the one-mile, one-turn race, and ducked in at

the start, which cost him about four lengths. Trapped on the

inside and lacking room all down the backstretch, Lynch was

forced to steady. Finally, he found an open lane in midstretch,

but it looked like long shot Old Time Revival (Brethern) was long

gone. But Still Having Fun showed admirable courage, dug down

and caught the longshot before the wire. Trainer Timothy Keefe

said the Private Terms S. is likely next. If the connections don't

point for the Derby, he might just turn out to be the hot new

shooter in the GI Preakness S.

Mourinho Back in Arkansas (cont. from p1)

   Combatant was second in Remington=s Springboard Mile S.

behind Greyvitos (Malibu Moon), who had upended Mourinho

in the Bob Hope. >Rising Star= Retirement Fund (Eskendereya)

has done nothing wrong thus far in two career appearances. He

aired by 7 1/4 lengths first up in New Orleans Dec. 22, and more

or less reproduced that effort against winners Jan. 20. Zing Zang

(Tapit), one of the few closers in a race seemingly overflowing

with early pace players, came on much too belatedly for fourth

in the Lecomte. 

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=563687
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/the-week-in-review-who-says-they-dont-make-tough-horses-anymore/
http://bonitafarm.com/stallions.html
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SOUTHWEST S.-GIII, 3yo, 1 1/16m

PP. Horse Sire

1. My Boy Jack K Creative Cause

2. Sporting Chance K Tiznow

3. Principe Guilherme Tapit

4. Mourinho K Super Saver

5. Road to Damascus K Pioneerof the Nile

6. Seven Trumpets K Morning Line

7. Retirement Fund Eskendereya

8. Zing Zang K Tapit

9. Kentucky Club Oxbow

10. Combatant K Scat Daddy

11. Ezmosh K Tizway

(see Graded Stakes Entries)

Retirement Fund | Hodges Photography

   Baker and Mack=s Sporting Chance (Tiznow) also garnered the

>Rising Star= distinction when he broke his maiden second out at

the Spa in July over a field that included Ezmosh (Tizway). He=s

been off since ducking out but holding on to annex the 

GI Hopeful S. Sept. 4, but has been flattered just the same since

then. Runner-up

Free Drop Billy

(Union Rags) cruised

in the GI Claiborne

Breeders= Futurity,

while fourth finisher

Firenze Fire

(Poseidon=s Warrior)

took the GI Hopeful

S. 

   The connections of

Road to Damascus

(Pioneerof the Nile)

won this race last

year with One Liner

(Into Mischief), and celebrated a romping victory with Audible

(Into Mischief) in the GII Holy Bull S. a couple weeks ago. 

   Todd Pletcher-trained Road to Damascus was fourth behind

well-regarded stablemate Impact Player (City Zip) on debut at

Gulfstream Dec. 13, then broke through on the stretch out when

shipped to Tampa Jan. 14. 

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=556063
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/mourinho-back-in-arkansas-for-salty-southwest/
https://www.juddmonte.com/us/stallions/Mizzenmast/default.aspx
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Ed DeRosa of TwinSpires.com takes on TDN's Steve Sherack and

Brian DiDonato as they handicap each prep race leading up to

the GI Kentucky Derby. The three will make $100 Win/Place bets

--highest bankroll after the Lexington S. wins.

DeRosa: Saturday - Noble Indy settled for third after some

traffic trouble in the stretch of the Risen Star, while Choo Choo

was fifth in the El Camino Real Derby. Bankroll: $770.

GIII Southwest S. - I went into the Smarty Jones opposing

Mourinho but left Oaklawn thinking he'd be tough in the

Southwest, and no one who shows up here makes me think the

result will be any different. Hate chalking out for the weekend,

but I can't just stab. Selection: #4 Mourinho (2-1). 

Sherack: Saturday - Principe Guilherme finished far back after a

wide trip in the Risen Star. Paved (+$530), closer than last time,

got the job done at Golden Gate with room to spare. Bankroll:

$750.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.twinspires.com/offers
https://www.twinspires.com/offers
http://claibornefarm.com/stallions/blame/?utm_source=tdn&utm_medium=hpv&utm_campaign=blame&utm_content=20180219
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Sumahama wins the Hyacinth S. | Horsephotos

GIII Southwest S. - Combatant continues to improve with every

start and should really appreciate a much different pace

scenario in this speed-laden contest than what played out when

chasing Mourinho home after that one was allowed very easy

early fractions in the Smarty Jones. Son of Scat Daddy is primed

for a breakout performance. Selection: #10 Combatant (6-1).

DiDonato: Saturday - Supreme Aura never looked comfortable

in the Risen Star, but Paved (+$530) sat a perfect trip in the El

Camino Real Derby to prove best against the boys. Bankroll:

$2240. 

GIII Southwest S. -  Zing Zang is probably the ultimate Awise guy@

type and very possibly a trap, but he=s one of the few confirmed

closers in a race full of speed. He was just much too far back last

time, but seems poised to turn in a career best. Hopefully it=s

good enough. Selection: #8 Zing Zang (15-1). 

JAPANESE COLT EARNS DERBY BERTH

   Japan=s Road to the Kentucky Derby series wrapped up on

Sunday with the running of the Hyacinth S., and Sumahama

(Jpn) (Neo Universe {Jpn}) earned a spot in the starting gate for

the GI Kentucky Derby with a win in the mile dirt contest that

earned him 30 points in the series. Sumahama had finished

eighth on debut last November and was riding a two-race win

streak into the Hyacinth, with wins in maiden and allowance

company under his girth on Dec. 10 and Jan. 14. He won the 

                                                               

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/thoroughbreddailynews

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/twinspires-com-road-to-the-triple-crown-throwdown-southwest-2/
http://www.facebook.com/thoroughbreddailynews
http://www.taylormadestallions.com/horses/midnight-storm-34247.html
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Hyacinth by 2 1/2 lengths as the 3.7-1 favourite from Taiki

Ferveur (Jpn) (Furioso {Jpn}) and Ruggero (Jpn) (Kinshasa no

Kiseki {Aus}). The latter had won the opening leg of Japan=s Road

to the Kentucky Derby series, the Cattleya Sho, Nov. 25, while Le

Vent Se Leve (Jpn) (Symboli Kris S.) won the second leg, the Zen-

Nippon Nisai Yushun Dec. 13. Le Vent Se Leve did not participate

on Sunday. The Cattleyo Sho and Nisai Yushun carried points of

10-4-2-1, while the Hyacinth was worth 30-12-6-3. Should the

connections of Sumahama, who is not Triple Crown nominated,

opt to not make the trip to Kentucky, the invitation for the berth

will be extended to the next horse in the points standings, in this

case Ruggero, who is Triple Crown nominated.

Sunday, Tokyo, Japan

HYACINTH S. -34,700,000, 3yo, 1600m, 1:38,50, ft.

1--SUMAHAMA (JPN), 123, c, 3, Neo Universe (Jpn)--Sound the

   Beach (Jpn), by Afleet. O-Sanshisuimei Co. Ltd; B-Chiyoda

   Farm Shizunai (Jpn); T-Ryo Takahashi; J-Yusuke Fujioka;

   -18,350,000. Lifetime Record: 4-3-0-0, $172,600.

2--Taiki Ferveur (Jpn), 123, c, 3, Furioso (Jpn)--Ashbery (Jpn), by

   Any Given Saturday. O-U. Taiki Farm; -7,300,000.

3--Ruggero (Jpn), 123, c, 3, Kinshasa no Kiseki (Aus)--Silver Cup

   (Ire), by Almutawakel (GB). (-39,000,000 Wlg >15 JRHJUL) 

   O-Takashi Muraki; -4,550,000.

Margin: 2HF, 1HF, NK. Odds: 3.70, 20.80, 26.20.

Also Ran: Great Time (Jpn), Dark Repulser (Jpn), Meisho Isana

(Jpn), Morino Last Boss (Jpn), Wakamiya Oji (Jpn), Work and

Love (Jpn), Danke Schoni (Jpn), Nishino Trans Am, Neko Washi

(Jpn), Ask Hard Spun (Jpn), Bahn Frei (Jpn), Meisho Opus (Jpn),

Vip Raising (Jpn).

Click for the JRA chart or Video.

Sunday, Santa Anita

LAS FLORES S.-GIII, $100,345, SA, 2-18, 4yo/up, f/m, 6f, 1:09.65,

ft.

1--SELCOURT, 120, f, 4, by Tiz Wonderful

1st Dam: Azure Spring, by Open Forum

2nd Dam: Meadow Concerto, by Meadowlake

3rd Dam: Two-Thirty Girl, by Songman

   >TDN Rising Star.= 1ST GRADED STAKES WIN. O-Medallion     

   Racing, Keith Abrahams & Sandra Lazaruk; B-Keith Abrahams 

   (KY); T-John W. Sadler; J-Tyler Baze. $60,000. Lifetime Record: 

   GSW, 5-3-1-1, $163,920.

                                                               

                                    
                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Furioso%20(Jpn)&log=#tot
http://japanracing.jp/en/racing/result/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWWVBWVYavM
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/tdn-rising-stars/?hid=506210
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/japanese-colt-earns-derby-berth/
http://taylormadefarm.com/
http://www.registerKBIF.com
http://www.taylormadestallions.com/horses/not-this-time-31064.html
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Selcourt | Benoit photo

2--Coniah, 124, m, 5, Harlington--Pretti Woman, by Lord At War 

   (Arg). O/B-James W. & Tammy M. McKenney (CA); T-William E. 

   Morey. $20,000. 

3--Skye Diamonds, 122, m, 5, First Dude--Exonerated, by 

   Johannesburg. O-Allen Racing LLC, Bloom Racing Stables, LLC, 

   Tom Acker & Jon Lindo; B-Dizney Double Diamond LLC (CA); 

   T-William Spawr. $12,000. 

Margins: 3/4, HD, 6. Odds: 1.10, 4.80, 2.00.

Also Ran: Just a Little Hope, Citizen Kitty, Princess Karen.

Click for the Equibase.com chart, the TJCIS.com PPs or the free

Equineline.com catalogue-style pedigree. VIDEO, sponsored by

Fasig-Tipton. 

   >TDN Rising Star= Selcourt had to work every step en route to a

hard-fought win in the Sunday feature at Santa Anita. The Keith

Abrahams homebred, owned in partnership with Medallion

Racing and Sandra Lazaruk vied three across the track early,

gained a narrow lead coming off the turn and dug in resolutely

to prevail narrowly over a stubborn Coniah.

   Selcourt was the widest of three horses dueling across the

track through a sharp opening quarter-mile in :21.54, with

Coniah making her presence felt from between rivals. That pair

kicked clear on the turn as Skye Diamonds appeared to be

getting the ideal setup from just off the pace. 

   Selcourt held a narrow advantage in upper stretch, but Coniah

would not go away easily, and the two battled to the line, with

Selcourt getting the better of a tight finish. Skye Diamonds made

up ground in the lane but just missed nabbing Coniah on the

wire.

   Tabbed a >Rising Star= off a first-out tally over course and

distance last February, the filly reported home a respectable

second in the Santa Paula S. in April and third in the Angel=s

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=8&BorP=P&TID=SA&CTRY=USA&DT=02/18/2018&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
http://www.equibase.com/tdn/pastperformance.cfm?tk=SA&cy=USA&rd=02/18/2018&rn=8&de=D
http://www.equineline.com/tdn/pedigree.cfm?tk=SA&cy=USA&rd=02/18/2018&rn=8&de=D&ref=9671838&pid=4127
http://www.equineline.com/tdn/pedigree.cfm?tk=SA&cy=USA&rd=02/18/2018&rn=8&de=D&ref=9671838&pid=4127
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201802181920SAD8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201802181920SAD8/
http://www.doublediamondfarm.com/
http://www.equineline.com/PortfolioService/LearnMore.cfm
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Susie Raisher | Eclipse Sportswire

Flight S. in May. Sent to the sidelines for the remainder of 2017,

she returned with a flourish in the Jan. 14 Kalookan Queen S.,

romping home a 7 1/2-length winner.

   "She was in with really good horses (today) and their strategy

seemed to be to take it to her," trainer John Sadler said of

Selcourt=s effort Sunday. "She took the pressure and just kept

going. We'll probably go out to a seven-eighths race in her next

start...We might even try her in the [GI] Beholder Mile [in

June]...She's a big-striding filly and can carry her speed well, so

we'll just take it one race at time."

Pedigree Notes:

   The winner has a 2-year-old half-brother by Temple City and a

yearling half-sister by Twirling Candy. Azure Spring--herself a

half-sister to SW & MGSP Open Concert (Open Forum)--was

bred back to Temple City last spring.

SUSIE RAISHER, Photographer/Social Media Coordinator for

Centennial Farms; freelance photographer; social media

consultant; writer.

As part of a new series, we asked a number of people not born

into racing families why they got into the sport, and what their

first racing memory was.

Why did you get involved in the sport?

   Love and admiration for the horses, coupled with the

acceptance of and appreciation for the community that

surrounds them. I was an animal lover from day one, and like a

lot of girls, that led me to horses. An author named Joanna

Campbell had a series called Thoroughbred, centered around

racing. As an avid reader, I absolutely devoured them. I

connected it to the real thing when I stumbled upon a race on

TV and soon realized how close I happened to live to Belmont

Park. My parents never hesitated to support this odd new

interest, and a few weeks later, my ninth birthday present was a

visit to the track. Within the next couple of years, along came

the internet, and with it message boards connecting me to fans

of all ages. Organizations like Trudy McCaffery=s Kids to the Cup

followed. I can=t fathom any other industry offering the access to

young fans that we were granted. Executive Director John

DeSantis made sure we were exposed to every aspect of the

game. Trainers of all levels opened their barns to us. On the

advice of one of the trainers we were introduced to, I found a

layup facility on Long Island to volunteer and learn at. From

there, it was on to the University of Arizona=s Race Track

Industry Program, the Shug McGaughey barn, Coglianese

Photos, NYRA, and now my current position. At every single step

along the way came a feeling of kinship like no other. You don=t

end up in this unique, demanding, heart-stopping,

heartbreaking, enchanting industry if you don=t truly love it, and

the community that surrounds it reflects that.

What's your first racing memory?

   My parents took me to the terrific Breakfast at Belmont

program when I was really little. My mother says it was just

something to do when you=re looking for things to do with small

children, and I have a very vague memory of green and white

barns that must have come from the backside tram tour. The

first solid memory I have is a race I stumbled upon on TV. I had

just gotten in to a fight with my older brother, so I stormed off

and started flipping through the channels. I found the coolest

thing I had ever seen--Tabasco Cat taking the San Rafael S.

                                                               

‘TDN Rising Star’ Selcourt (Tiz Wonderful)
captures the GIII Las Flores S.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/why-racing-with-susie-raisher/
http://www.thetdn.com/race-replays/


            

Monday, Oaklawn Park, post time: 5:35 p.m. EST

RAZORBACK H.-GIII, $500,000, 4yo/up, 1 1/16m

PP HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Untrapped K Trappe Shot Michael Langford Asmussen Santana, Jr. 117

2 Far Right K Notional LaPenta, Robert V. & Rosenblum, Harry T. Catalano Stevens 114

3 Hawaakom Jazil Smoot, Stephan H. & Hawley, Wesley E. Hawley Lanerie 114

4 J Boys Echo K Mineshaft Albaugh Family Stable & Flay, Bobby Romans Albarado 114

5 Leofric K Candy Ride (Arg) Steve Landers Racing LLC Cox Saez 113

6 Sonneteer Midnight Lute Calumet Farm Desormeaux Desormeaux 116

7 Shotgun Kowboy Kodiak Kowboy C. R. Trout Trout Quinonez 115

8 Rated R Superstar Kodiak Kowboy Radar Racing LLC McPeek Hill 114

9 Rocking the Boat K Arch Team Valor, et al Gorder De La Cruz 112

10 Futile Broken Vow Rojas, Jackie & Wilkins, Chris Hartman Contreras 115

11 The Lieutenant K Street Sense Warren, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. William K. McCarthy Van Dyke 112

Breeders: 1-Indian Creek & Jonathan Sheppard, 2-Nossab LLC & Patrick J Crowley, 3-Shadwell Farm, LLC, 4-Betz/Blackburn/J. Betz/Ramsby/CNHHNK,

5-Peter E. Blum Thoroughbreds, LLC, 6-Calumet Farm, 7-C. R. Trout, 8-Thorndale Stable L.L.C., 9-Team Valor LLC & Highfield Stock FarmLTD., 10-Mr. &

Mrs. M. Roy Jackson, 11-John D. Gunther

Monday, Oaklawn Park, post time: 6:10 p.m. EST

SOUTHWEST S.-GIII, $500,000, 3yo, 1 1/16m

PP HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 My Boy Jack K Creative Cause Don't Tell My Wife Stables & Monomoy Stables Desormeaux Desormeaux 119

2 Sporting Chance K Tiznow Baker, Robert C. & Mack, William L. Lukas Saez 117

3 Principe Guilherme Tapit Three Chimneys Farm Asmussen Geroux 115

4 Mourinho K Super Saver Phoenix Thoroughbred III Baffert Van Dyke 122

5 Road to Damascus K Pioneerof the Nile WinStar Farm, China Horse Club & SF Racing Pletcher Velazquez 115

6 Seven Trumpets K Morning Line West Point Thoroughbreds Romans Albarado 117

7 Retirement Fund Eskendereya Lee Levinson Asmussen Bridgmohan 115

8 Zing Zang K Tapit Jackpot Farm Asmussen Lanerie 115

9 Kentucky Club Oxbow Calumet Farm Lukas Vazquez 115

10 Combatant K Scat Daddy Winchell Thoroughbreds LLC & Willis Horton Racing Asmussen Santana, Jr. 115

11 Ezmosh K Tizway Zayat Stables, LLC Cox Stevens 115

Breeders: 1-Brereton C. Jones, 2-Hunter Valley, 3-Three Chimneys Farm, LLC, 4-WinStar Farm, LLC, 5-Robert Tillyer & Dr. Chet Blackey, 6-St. George

Farm, LLC, 7-Tommy Town Thoroughbreds, LLC, 8-Gainesway Thoroughbreds Ltd., 9-Calumet Farm, 10-Paget Bloodstock, 11-Scott Pierce & Lanae Pierce

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/rising-stars/
http://www.keeneland.com/sales/keeneland-sales-breeders-cup-success


 

                                             

Monday, Gulfstream Park, post time: 5:16 p.m. EST

ROYAL DELTA S.-GIII, $200,000, 4yo/up, f/m, 1m

PP HORSE SIRE OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Verve's Tale Tale of Ekati Charles E. Fipke Tagg Ortiz 121

2 Lewis Bay K Bernardini Alpha Delta Stables Brown Ortiz, Jr. 123

3 Giulia K Sky Mesa Stud Colorado Matz Leparoux 119

4 Martini Glass Kitalpha Campanella, Vince and Nation's Racing Stable LLC Nations Lopez 121

5 Tapa Tapa Tapa Tapit Beau Ravine LLC Hamm Morales 119

6 Surprise Wedding High Cotton William A. T. Rainbow Fawkes Gaffalione 121

7 Unbridled Mo Uncle Mo Red Oak Stable Pletcher Castellano 119

8 Curlin's Approval Curlin Alter's Racing Stable Inc. and Bridlewood Farm Alter Zayas 121

Breeders: 1-Charles Fipke, 2-Alpha Delta Stables, LLC, 3-Haymarket Farm LLC, 4-Aschinger Bloodstock LLC, 5-Patricia Pavlish, 6-Mr. & Mrs. William A. T.

Rainbow, 7-Red Oak Stable, 8-Happy Alter

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/


Justify I Benoit

JUSTIFY PROVES HIS WORTH WITH RISING

STAR ROMP AT SANTA ANITA

   Justify touted himself as a potential major player in the 

3-year-old division going forward after dominating his debut to

earn a >TDN Rising Star= nod Sunday at Santa Anita. 

   Heavily backed at 1-2, the chestnut broke last in the field of

five before rushing up between horses to put his head in front

after a quick opening quarter in :21.80. The $500,000 KEESEP

purchase clicked off a scorching :44.37 half and opened up a

three-length advantage at the quarter pole without ever being

asked by Drayden Van Dyke. Once urged, the favorite found

another gear in the final furlong and drew away to a scintillating

9 1/2-length graduation in sharp time. Camby (Candy Ride {Arg})

was another 5 1/2 lengths clear of the third-place finisher.

   AIt=s not too late,@ winning trainer Bob Baffert told the Santa

Anita notes team in regard to putting Justify on the GI Kentucky

Derby trail. AI=ve got a plan. We=re looking [for a graded stakes

race]. He=s shown his brilliance in the morning.@

   Justify=s third dam was GSW Voodoo Lily (Baldski) and he hails

from the family of MGSW Kid Cruz (Lemon Drop Kid). Stage

Magic is a GSP daughter of GISP Magical Illusion. She is also

responsible for a juvenile filly named Egyptian Storm (Pioneerof

the Nile), who sold for $230,000 at last year=s Keeneland

September sale, and a yearling colt by Will Take Charge. She was

bred back to Pioneerof the Nile last season.

2nd-SA, $54,000, Msw, 2-18, 3yo, 7f, 1:21.86, ft.

JUSTIFY, c, 3, Scat Daddy

1st Dam: Stage Magic (GSP, $133,981), by Ghostzapper

2nd Dam: Magical Illusion, by Pulpit 

3rd Dam: Voodoo Lily, by Baldski

Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0, $32,400. Click for the Equibase.com

chart, free Equineline.com catalogue-style pedigree or VIDEO,

sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-WinStar Farm LLC, China Horse Club & SF Racing LLC; B-John

D. Gunther (KY); T-Bob Baffert.

Sunday=s Results:

2nd-TAM, $20,000, Alw (NW1X)/Opt. Clm ($75,000), 2-18, 3yo,

7f, 1:22.77, ft.

JUSTAHOLIC (c, 3, Justin Phillip--Luxaholic, by Macho Uno), a

debut second Dec. 19 at Parx, blew away a field of maidens by 

7 1/4 lengths here Jan. 5 and was made the 19-10 second choice

to double up in this spot. Tracking the speed of odds-on >TDN

Rising Star= Hazit (War Front) from a joint second past a :22.47

quarter, the dark bay drew alongside that rival after a half in

:45.24, took command under confident handling at the top of

the lane and out-kicked the favorite to the wire despite

wandering out a bit for a one-length success.

   AWe really like this colt,@ said winning trainer Keith Nations.

AWe always thought he=d be a sprinter because he=s so quick,

but the way he finished today, I don=t think two turns will be a

problem.@ Sales History: $33,000 Ylg '16 KEESEP; $40,000 2yo

'17 OBSAPR. Lifetime Record: 3-2-1-0, $33,000. Click for the

Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Lucky Man Racing LLC; B-Gabriel Duignan, Patrick Costello,

Ben McElroy & John Wade (KY); T-Keith Nations.
BOOKMARK

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/getLatest.php

to download the latest edition of the TDN each day.

 

                            

                                                               

                                                               

Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Scat%20Daddy&log=#tot
http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=2&BorP=P&TID=SA&CTRY=USA&DT=02/18/2018&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=2&BorP=P&TID=SA&CTRY=USA&DT=02/18/2018&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Justify_pedigree.pdf
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201802181602SAD2/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201802181602SAD2/
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Justin%20Phillip&log=#tot
http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=2&BorP=P&TID=TAM&CTRY=USA&DT=02/18/2018&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201802181313TAM2/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/getLatest.php
http://www.hagyard.com/
http://www.glennwoodfarm.com/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/scat-daddy-colt-romps-with-ease-for-rising-star-nod/
http://www.e-digitaleditions.com/i/934158-february-2018/21


  TDN REGIONAL REPORT • PAGE 2 OF 8  • THETDN.COM         MONDAY • FEBRUARY 19, 2018

9th-GP, $45,100, Msw, 2-18, 3yo, 1 1/8mT, 1:49.57, fm.

BLOCKADE (c, 3, War Front--Hit It Rich {MGSW, $521,810}, by

Smart Strike) ran third going a mile over the Belmont turf

course on debut Sept. 10, but ran into some traffic issues and

dropped to fifth returning at the Elmont oval Oct. 7. Runner-up

to subsequent GIII Cecil B. DeMille S. hero Analyze It (Point of

Entry) there Oct. 28, the striking gray was pounded down to 40

cents on the dollar to graduate Sunday. Ideally positioned

against the rail in midpack, the Stuart Janney homebred relaxed

behind fractions of :23.54 and :48.48. Inching closer in between

horses as noses pointed toward home, he was set down for a

drive with three furlongs remaining and began to reel in the

leading duo three deep. Lacking any acceleration in upper

stretch, Blockade woke up inside the last 100 yards and kicked

away to win by 3/4 of a length. Frontrunner Piantagrane (Scat

Daddy) was second. The winner is a full-brother to Profiteer,

GSP, $173,165, as well as a year-older full-brother named

Medina Ridge. GII Orchid S. and GIII Glens Falls S. heroine Hit It

Rich, who is out of GSW Cuando Puede (Lord At War {Arg}), has

a yearling filly by Malibu Moon and she was covered by

Speightstown last spring. This is the extended family of MGISW

Honey Ryder (Lasting Approval) and MSW & MGSP Cuando (Lord

At War {Arg}). Lifetime Record: 4-1-1-1, $50,550. Click for the

Equineline chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O/B-Stuart S. Janney, III (KY); T-Claude R. McGaughey III. 

5th-GP, $43,000, Msw, 2-18, 3yo, 5 1/2f, 1:04.05, ft.

BELLE TAPISSERIE (c, 3, Tapizar--Se Bella, by Forestry) dueled

on the fastest turf pace of the Saratoga meet when debuting

Aug. 23 before fading to finish ninth and ran a good second

behind the promising King Humor (Distorted Humor) returning

over track and trip Feb. 2. Let go at 16-5 while trying to get his

trainer off of an extended winless streak here, the speedy bay

quickly made the point and showed the way narrowly through

moderate splits of :22.69 and :45.78. Confidently handled into

the lane, he edged away entering the final furlong en route to a

2 1/4-length graduation despite failing to switch leads. Zippy

Willy (City Zip) was second-best. The winner=s dam, picked up

for $19,000 at the 2016 Keeneland November sale, was bred to

Revolutionary last term. Sales History: $47,000 Ylg '16 KEEJAN.

Lifetime Record: 3-1-1-0, $35,162. Click for the Equibase.com

chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Thoroughbred Champions Training Center LLC; B-Fred W.

Hertrich III & John D. Fielding (KY); T-Jaime Mejia.

7th-TAM, $20,000, Msw, 2-18, 3yo, f, 1mT, 1:37.24, fm.

TOCAME LINDA (f, 3, Speightstown--Touching Beauty {GSW,

$183,166}, by Tapit) showed a pedestrian worktab for this

debut before picking it up with a five-furlong breeze around

dogs over the Palm Meadows turf in 1:00 4/5 (5/10) Feb. 9, and

was given a 13-1 chance. Dropping back to run in eighth behind

fractions of :23.26 and :47.79, the homebred drew within five

lengths of the front passing three-quarters in 1:12.49, found her

best stride in the final sixteenth and dove late to nail fellow

firster Victory Gaden (Arch) by a head on the line. Touching

Beauty, winner of the 2010 GIII Comely S., was bought by Don

Alberto with the victress in utero for $800,000 at the 2014

Keeneland November sale. She is also responsible for a juvenile

Pioneerof the Nile colt named Tango One and was bred to

Empire Maker last season. Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0, $11,600.

Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-

Tipton.

O/B-Don Alberto Corporation (KY); T-Thomas Albertrani.

Sunday=s Results:

BROADWAY S., $100,000, AQU, 2-18, (S), 4yo/up, f/m, 6f,

1:11.44, sy.

1--STARTWITHSILVER, 117, m, 5, Jump Start--Office Miss

   (MSW, $394,721), by Silver Ghost.

   1ST BLACK-TYPE WIN. ($32,000 Ylg '14 FTKOCT; $180,000 2yo

   '15 OBSAPR). O-Iris Smith Stable, Lady Sheila Stable & Linda

   Rice; B-Burning Sands Stable, LLC (NY); T-Linda Rice; J-Junior

   Alvarado. $60,000. Lifetime Record: 15-5-4-2, $273,559.

2--Bee Noteworthy, 121, m, 6, Read the Footnotes--Beesanees,

   by Anees. O-Check Mark Stables LLC; B-Sequel Stallions New

   York, LLC & Willard C Freeman (NY); T-H. James Bond. $20,000. 

3--Picco Uno, 121, m, 5, Macho Uno--Piccola Isola, by Western

   Expression. ($35,000 Ylg '14 KEEJAN; $27,000 Ylg '14 KEESEP;

   $34,000 RNA 2yo '15 EASMAY). O-Kennesaw Mountain Racing,

   LLC; B-Topsmeade, LLC & Adena Springs Farm (NY); T-Jason

   Servis. $10,000. 

Margins: 6, 2, 3 1/4. Odds: 2.40, 4.30, 1.50.

Also Ran: Sandy Belle, Frosty Margarita, Shimmering Moon.

Scratched: Bree's Got Heart.

                                                               
                                                               

i i  FOUR STAR SALES GRADUATE  i i

                                                               
                                                               

                                                               
Consigned by Trackside Farm
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   Startwithsilver captured a $35,000 restricted claimer on the

Belmont turf Oct. 6, repeated in a track-and-trip state-bred

optional claimer Jan. 25 and was made the second choice to

triple up in this stakes debut. Off a half-step slowly, the gray

caboosed the field through a :22.77 quarter, started to pick up

her heels after a :46.88 half and charged down the center of the

track to take over outside the eighth pole and draw well clear

for the victory. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO,

sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

GANDER S., $95,000, AQU, 2-18, (S), 3yo, 1m, 1:41.25, sy.

1--NINE ROUTE, 118, c, 3, by The Factor

1st Dam: Flash Act, by Sky Mesa

2nd Dam: Missy's Mirage, by Stop the Music

3rd Dam: First Mirage, by Riva Ridge

   1ST-BLACK TYPE WIN. ($190,000 Wlg '15 FTKNOV; $290,000

   Ylg '16 SARAUG). O-August Dawn Farm; B-McMahon of

   Saratoga Thoroughbreds, LLC (NY); T-Jeremiah C. Englehart;

   J-Dylan Davis. $60,000. Lifetime Record: 4-3-0-0, $127,448.

2--Gio d'Oro, 117, g, 3, Gio Ponti--La Java, by Medaglia d'Oro.

   O/B-Red Diamond Stable LLC (NY); T-Brad H. Cox. $20,000. 

3--Empire Line, 122, c, 3, Morning Line--Homecoming Dance, by

   Vindication. ($50,000 Ylg '16 SARAUG; $180,000 2yo '17

   EASMAY). O-West Point Thoroughbreds & RAP Racing; B-Fred

   W. Hertrich III & John D. Fielding (NY); T-George Weaver.

   $10,000. 

Margins: 3, HF, 3 1/4. Odds: 6.30, 3.65, 0.25.

Also Ran: Engineers Report. Scratched: Evaluator.

   Nine Route finished sixth vs. state-breds behind subsequent

MSW Therapist (Freud) at Belmont in his debut July 2 for Bill

Mott. Making the switch to Jeremiah Englehart=s barn and the

main track, he broke his maiden here against similar Dec. 8

before returning to defeat state-bred optional claiming rivals

last time out Jan. 18. Third choice in a scratched down four-

horse field, the bay flashed his speed and went straight to the

front, splashing through an opening quarter in :23.91.

Unchallenged passing the quarter pole, he kicked clear in the

final furlong for his first black-type success.

   AHe was coming off a sprint and we just wanted to come out

comfortable,@ said winning jockey Dylan Davis. AWhen he went

up in front, I tried to get an easy pace and get him to relax as

much as I could. He broke a step slow and I got a little worried,

but once he got into stride, he took control and I got him to

relax. He geared down and knew what he had to do turning for

home. He handled it [the sloppy track] better than the others

and just got the job done. He had no problems getting over it.@

   Nine Route hails from the same family as GISWs Classy Mirage

(Storm Bird) and Dublin (Afleet Alex). This is the first stakes

winner out of Flash Act, who=s dam is MGISW Missy=s Mirage

(Stop the Music) and is a half to MSW and MGSP Apprehender

(Posse). She also has a juvenile filly by Central Banker, a yearling

full-brother to the winner and visited Laoban last year. Click for

the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

Davis Ties NYRA Record With Six-Bagger Sunday:

   Dylan Davis tied a New York Racing Association record by

piloting six winners on Sunday=s card at Aqueduct. The 23-year-

old scored in the first four races of the day, knocking off odds-on

favorites in all four races, before being put up from second to

first via disqualification in the fifth event, giving him a sweep of

the Pick 5. He picked up his record-equaling win aboard Gorelli

(Posse) in the seventh race, and fell a half-length short of setting

a new mark when runner-up in the day=s ninth and final event.

He was also second in the eighth race and third in the sixth.

   AIt=s incredible,@ Davis told the NYRA notes team. AI really

thought I was going to get this last one here. My eyes widened

up and I was just trying, getting there, getting there and it was

just not enough. But it was an incredible day. Never knew it was

going to happen. I just rode my best race I could ride for the

horse in each situation. I do my homework. And it was lining up

today.@

   Davis also notched a five-win day two weeks earlier at

Aqueduct, and Sunday=s heroics leapfrogged him ahead of

Manny Franco in the meet standings.

Sunday=s Results:

7th-LRL, $53,214, Alw (NW1X)/Opt. Clm ($40,000-$50,000),

2-18, 3yo, f, 6f, 1:12.09, sy.

FRECHETTE (f, 3, El Padrino--Amie's Legend {SW, $104,370}, by

Not For Love) just missed scoring in her local debut Oct. 14

before going wire-to-wire here Nov. 6. She was last seen

running eighth in the Maryland Juvenile Filly Championship S

Dec. 9. Dispatched as the 4-5 favorite, the chestnut sat on the

rail, tucked in behind the leader down the backstretch and

continued along the inside around the far turn. He got by the

pacesetter inside the eighth pole and kicked on to score by

three lengths. Whyyouask (Orientate) outfinished Trafficplan

(Plan) to get his nose down for second. The winner=s dam also

A Phil Hager Yearling Purchase
Sold by Hunter Valley Farm
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has a full-sister to Frechette named Una Buena Mamacita and

visited Golden lad last year. Sales History: $24,000 RNA Ylg '16

EASOCT. Lifetime Record: 4-2-1-0, $71,682. Click for the

Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Two Legends Farm & Richard Golden; B-Two Legends Farm &

Sycamore Hall Thoroughbreds, LLC (MD); T-H. Graham Motion. 

6th-LRL, $40,000, Msw, 2-18, 3yo, f, 1m, 1:41.14, sy.

AWESOME MARY (f, 3, Awesome Again--Truly Marie {SP,

$151,760}, by Hard Spun) finished second in her career bow

here Dec. 15 and was eased to last after setting the pace in the

local mud Jan. 12. Let go at 32-5 in this spot for the connections

of Saturday=s GIII General George S. hero Something Awesome

(Awesome Again), the dark bay was put on the engine once

again and went clear through splits of :23.81 and :47.83. Holding

a seven-length cushion at the eighth pole, she got a bit tired

late, but still had two lengths on Youmakemeblush (Violence) at

the finish. The victress has a juvenile half-brother by

Ghostzapper named Ghost On a Mission and a yearling Discreet

Cat half-brother. Her dam was bred to Fort Larned last spring.

Lifetime Record: 3-1-1-0, $31,200. Click for the Equibase.com

chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Stronach Stables; B-Adena Springs (KY); T-Jose Corrales.

Sunday=s Results:

8th-OP, $81,000, Alw (NW4L)/Opt. Clm ($50,000), 2-18,

4yo/up, 6f, 1:11.71, my.

PETROV (c, 4, Flatter--Saracina, by Bertrando), runner-up in

both the Smarty Jones S. and GIII Southwest S. and fourth in the

GII Rebel S. at this oval last winter, finished third in the 

GIII Gallant Bob S. Sept. 23 at Parx and captured a high-priced

optional claimer Oct. 18 at Keeneland before running last with a

troubled trip when last seen in the Steel Valley Sprint S. Nov. 20

at Mahoning Valley. Let go as the narrow 11-5 second choice

returning to his home base here, the gray broke sharply from his

outside draw and tracked from second through a :22.40 quarter.

Drawing on even terms passing a :46.01 half, he went on with it

three-sixteenths from home and skipped clear from there to

score by 1 1/4 lengths. >TDN Rising Star= Uncontested (Tiz

Wonderful), who beat Petrov in the aforementioned Smarty

Jones, completed the exacta this time around. The winner has

an unraced sophomore half-brother by Old Fashioned named

Sazerac, a juvenile Sidney=s Candy half-sister named Adabel and

a yearling half-sister by the latter sire. His dam was bred to

Frosted last spring. Sales History: $25,000 Wlg '14 KEENOV;

$55,000 Ylg '15 KEESEP; $55,000 2yo '16 OBSOPN. Lifetime

Record: MGSP, 13-4-3-1, $446,127. Click for the Equibase.com

chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Rialto Racing Stables, LLC, Southern Springs Stables, Head of

Plains Partners; B-Sun Valley Farm (KY); T-Ron Moquett.

2nd-FG, $40,000, Alw (NW1X)/Opt. Clm ($50,000), 2-18, 3yo, 5

1/2fT, 1:03.90, fm.

DRENA'S STAR (c, 3, First Samurai--Starlite Starbrite {SW,

$298,327}, by Mutakddim) got caught in the final strides when

unveiled here Nov. 25 before returning to graduate in

frontrunning fashion Dec. 16. Trying the turf for the first time,

the 3-2 favorite quickly sprinted to the lead and guided the field

through a quick opening quarter in :21.88. Challenged to his

outside at the top of the stretch, the homebred found another

gear and kicked away to score by 4 1/4 lengths. Kilroy Was Here

(Distorted Humor) rallied for second. The winner=s dam also has

a juvenile full-sister to Drena=s Star named Perfect Blossom and

a yearling filly by Bayern. She was bred to Kantharos last season.

Lifetime Record: 3-2-1-0, $56,800. Click for the Equibase.com

chart. 

O/B-Paul Van Doren (KY); T-Thomas M. Amoss. 

8th-FG, $40,000, Alw, 2-18, (NW1X), 4yo/up, 1mT, 1:37.76, fm.

DONTBLAMEROCKET (g, 4, Blame--Theme Song, by Dixieland

Band) captured the first two starts of his career before running

fifth in a Keeneland allowance and second in a pair of local spots

Nov. 25 and Dec. 23. Backed to 6-5 favoritism here, the bay

found a midpack slot at the rail behind splits of :23.64 and

:48.07, angled off the fence three-eighths from home, took the

lead at the furlong pole and held sway from Nice Not Nice

(Twirling Candy) for a 1 1/4-length success. The winner=s dam, a

half to MGISW Listening (Night Shift), was bred to Fort Larned

last term. Sales History: $75,000 Ylg '15 FTKOCT. Lifetime

Record: 6-3-2-0, $64,960. Click for the Equibase.com chart. 

O-Frank Fletcher Racing Operations, Inc.; B-Whitham

Thoroughbreds, LLC (KY); T-Albert M. Stall, Jr.

6th-FG, $38,000, Msw, 2-18, 3yo, 5 1/2fT, 1:04.52, fm.

CHAOS THEORY (c, 3, Curlin--Chaotic Cat, by Tale of the Cat),

$260,000 Keeneland November buy in 2015, flashed speed on

the worktab for this debut, capping off his preparations with a

half-mile dirt breeze in :47 4/5 (3/108) Feb. 9. Traveling in ninth
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behind a :22.08 quarter, the chestnut saved ground on the turn

and still had a lot to do past midstretch, but finished full of run

between rivals in the final furlong to graduate by 1 1/4 lengths

over favored First Spring (Sprint At Last). Longshot pacesetter

Marmello (Concord Point) held on for third. The victor has a

juvenile half-sister by Verrazano named Pammi Dearest and his

dam foaled a colt by Honor Code last term before visiting Liam=s

Map. Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0, $22,800. Click for the

Equibase.com chart.

O-Stonestreet Stables LLC; B-Bluewater Sales & Mike Carpenter

(KY); T-Mark E. Casse.

Sunday=s Results:

BAFFLE S., $78,345, SA, 2-18, 3yo, 6 1/2fT, 1:13.04, fm.

1--PUBILIUS SYRUS, 124, c, 3, by Candy Ride (Arg)

1st Dam: Ruthenia (GSW, $339,635), by Pulpit

2nd Dam: Ruthian, by Rahy

3rd Dam: Adoryphar, by Lyphard

   ($140,000 Ylg '16 KEESEP). O-Holly & David Wilson; B-Payson

   Stud Inc (KY); T-Vladimir Cerin; J-Kent J. Desormeaux. $46,800.

   Lifetime Record: 7-3-1-1, $158,940.

2--Afleet Ascent, 122, c, 3, Northern Afleet--Skip Queen, by Skip

   Away. ($32,000 Ylg '16 OBSAUG; $300,000 2yo '17 OBSAPR).

   O-Ed & Susie Orr; B-Jason Hall (LA); T-Jerry Hollendorfer.

   $15,600. 

3--Colosi, 120, g, 3, City Zip--Accept, by Good Reward.

   ($125,000 Ylg '16 KEESEP). O-Dan J. Agnew, Gerry Schneider &

   John V. Xitco; B-Tracy Farmer (KY); T-Mark Glatt. $9,360. 

Margins: 1, 1 1/4, 1 1/4. Odds: 2.60, 4.40, 2.00.

Also Ran: Hemp Hemp Hurray, Madarnas, Psycho Dar.

   Pubilius Syrus, after graduating here Sept. 30, ran second in

the GIII Cecil B. Demille S. Nov. 26 at Del Mar behind >TDN Rising

Star= Analyze It (Point of Entry). He rallied to take the Eddie Long

S. locally Dec. 29, and was the third choice Sunday.

   Settled comfortably off the runaway dueling leaders Psycho

Dar (Storm Wolf) and Afleet Ascent, who were four lengths in

front of the field after a quarter in :21.59, the bay moved into

the three path for a clear shot at the pacesetter crossing the

main track. He ground past a game Afleet Ascent in the final

sixteenth and held on for the victory.

   This is the first foal out of Ruthenia, who is a full-sister to GISW

Rutherienne. She also has a juvenile full-brother to Pubilius

Syrus named Our Bay B Ruth, who sold at last year=s Keeneland

September for $150,000, and a yearling colt by Super Saver. She

was bred to Union Rags this past season. Click for the

Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

1st-SA, $55,035, Msw, 2-18, 4yo/up, f/m, 6 1/2fT, 1:13.90, fm.

GLORIOUS HOUR (f, 4, Bodemeister--Renda {MSW & GSP,

$160,593}, by Medaglia d'Oro) was runner-up debuting on the

local main track last February and filled the same slot off the

bench last out at Golden Gate Jan. 7. Made a 41-10 proposition

in this turf bow, the $300,000 Keeneland September grad found

a good spot in fourth off of a three-way duel through splits of

:22.22 and :44.65. Tipping into the clear after the dirt crossing,

the dark bay swept to the fore just inside the eighth pole and

skipped clear to score by 2 1/2 lengths. Delectable (Uncle Mo)

ran on well from last to complete the exacta. The victress is a

half to Rock Fall (Speightstown), MGISW, $749,180. Her dam is

responsible for a juvenile Paynter colt and was bred to both her

sire and Speightstown last term. Lifetime Record: 3-1-2-0,

$48,400. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored

by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Bonne Chance Farm, LLC; B-SF Racing (KY); T-Paulo H. Lobo.

Saturday Night=s Results:

10th-SA, $58,415, Alw (NW1$X)/Opt. Clm ($40,000), 2-17,

4yo/up, 1 1/4mT, 1:59.73, fm.

SALTINI (h, 5, Bernardini--Salt Champ {Arg} {Ch. 3yof &

MG1SW-Arg, $217,541}, by Salt Lake) broke his maiden here

Oct. 20 before running fourth at Del Mar Nov. 25 and was a

narrow second over this course Jan. 21 in his two tries against

winners. The 5-2 favorite broke sharply and rode the rail down

the hill in a stalking fifth. He moved out to the three path at the

half-mile pole and began to make progress on runaway leader

Hootie (Candy Ride {Arg}), but still had four lengths to make up

inside the final furlong. Saltini stuck to his guns, ground past the

frontrunner late and went on to score by 1 1/4 lengths. Saltini is

a half to Champ Pegasus (Fusaichi Pegasus), GISW, $1,052,520.

Sales History: $22,000 3yo '16 BAROCT. Lifetime Record:

7-2-1-1, $86,645. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO,

sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Diamond A Racing Corporation; B-Diamond A Racing Corp &

Arturo Vargas (KY); T-Richard E. Mandella.
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HAVE A NEW FOAL?
Click here to submit your Foaling News for

Stakes Winning and/or Stakes Producing Mares
for publication in the TDN.

4th-GP, $50K, Msw, 3yo, f, 1 1/8mT, 4:30 p.m. ET

   Dell Ridge Farm=s TOUCH OF GRACE (Tiznow) debuts in this

test for trainer Chad Brown. The $275,000 KEESEP buy is out of

Canadian Horse of the Year and three-time Sovereign Award

winner Sealy Hill (Point Given), who was bred back to Medaglia

d=Oro after producing Touch of Grace and sold for $750,000 at

the 2015 Keeneland November sale. Touch of Grace is a half-

sister to Canadian champion Hillaby (Distorted Humor); and

GSWs Belle Hill (Sky Mesa) and Gale Force (Giant=s Causeway).

Hall of Famer Bill Mott unveils an intriguing firster in Stewart

Armstrong=s Aspen Summer (Animal Kingdom). Out of SW

Greenstreet (Street Cry {Ire}), the $170,000 KEESEP purchase is

a half to MGSW Second Summer (Summer Bird), who earned

$928,455 on the racetrack; and MSW Dry Summer (Any Given

Saturday). TJCIS PPs.

5th-FG, $38K, Msw, 3yo, f, 5 1/2fT, 4:05 p.m. ET

   Glen Hill Farm and Hill >n= Dale=s OFF THE LIST (IRE)

(Declaration of War), an $800,000 KEENOV weanling purchase,

makes her first trip to the post here for trainer Tom Proctor. The

bay is out of GSP Hanky Panky (Ire) (Galileo {Ire}), who

summoned 2,700,000 gns from John Ferguson at the 2015

Tattersalls December sale while carrying a foal by Dubawi (Ire).

Out of MGSW Mariah=s Storm, Hanky Panky is a half-sister to

European Highweight and champion Coolmore sire Giant=s

Causeway (Storm Cat); and MGSW You=resothrilling (Storm Cat),

who is the dam of several talented horse by Galileo (Ire),

including European highweight and new sire Gleneagles (Ire);

French highweight Happily (Ire); G1SW Marvallous (Ire); and

GSW & G1SP Taj Mahal (Ire) and Coolmore (Ire). This is also the

family of MG1SW Decorated Knight (GB) (Galileo {Ire}) and GSW

& G1SP Storm the Stars (Sea the Stars {Ire}). TJCIS PPs.  

--@CDeBernardisTDN

First-/second-crop starters to watch: Monday, Feb. 19
Farm and fee represent current information

Alternation (Distorted Humor), Pin Oak Stud, $7,500

143 foals of racing age/16 winners/0 black-type winners

8-FG, Aoc 1m, SAN ELIJO, 5-1

$30,000 KEE NOV wnl; $40,000 FTK JUL yrl

Animal Kingdom (Leroidesanimaux {Brz}), Jonabell Farm, $35,000

215 foals of racing age/12 winners/3 black-type winners

4-GP, Msw 1 1/8mT, ASPEN SUMMER, 4-1

$170,000 KEE SEP yrl

8-SA, $200K California Cup Derby, 1 1/16m, CONTINENTAL

DIVIDE, 12-1

$45,000 BAR OCT yrl; $245,000 BAR MAY 2yo

Anthony's Cross (Indian Charlie), Pleasant Acres Stallions,

$2,500

30 foals of racing age/1 winner/0 black-type winners

4-OP, Msw 6f, BLASPHEMY, 6-1

$6,000 OBS WIN yrl; $8,500 OBS AUG yrl; $70,000 OBS MAR 2yo

Declaration of War (War Front), Ashford Stud, $40,000

255 foals of racing age/14 winners/3 black-type winners

5-FG, Msw 5 1/2fT, OFF THE LIST (IRE), 5-1

$800,000 KEE NOV wnl

El Padrino (Pulpit), Northview PA, $5,000

112 foals of racing age/13 winners/0 black-type winners

8-LRL, Aoc 6f, TACO SUPREAM, 10-1

$1,600 EAS OCT yrl

Flat Out (Flatter), Spendthrift Farm, $10,000

230 foals of racing age/25 winners/1 black-type winner

6-MVR, Alw 6f, SHE'S FLAT OUT, 10-1

$4,500 FTK OCT yrl

Graydar (Unbridled's Song), Taylor Made Stallions, $15,000

193 foals of racing age/25 winners/1 black-type winner

5-MVR, Alw 6f, ROCKET WARRIOR, 6-1

$15,000 FTK FEB yrl

Indian Evening (Indian Charlie), Victory Rose Thoroughbreds,

$3,000

36 foals of racing age/5 winners/1 black-type winner

6-GG, Aoc 6f, SIZZLING EVENING, 6-1
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BREEDERS’ EDITION

Jimmy Creed (Distorted Humor), Spendthrift Farm, $12,500

183 foals of racing age/24 winners/3 black-type winners

9-GP, Msw 5 1/2f, EVERYONELOVESJIMMY, 10-1

$19,000 RNA KEE SEP yrl

6-OP, Msw 1m, THE MONEY DANCE, 12-1

$23,000 RNA KEE NOV wnl

5-MVR, Alw 6f, THOUGHTLESS DOLL, 9-2

$30,000 RNA KEE SEP yrl; $45,000 OBS OPN 2yo

Kettle Corn (Candy Ride {Arg}), Fair Winds Farm, $3,000

35 foals of racing age/3 winners/0 black-type winners

4-MVR, Msw 6f, CHILLICOTHE, 6-1

4-MVR, Msw 6f, MISTER GRITTY, 10-1

$7,000 FTK OCT yrl

3-MVR, Alw 6f, SILKY TASSELS, 4-1

$5,000 KEE JAN yrl; $26,000 I '17 KEE JAN

Liaison (Indian Charlie), Spendthrift Farm, $10,000

166 foals of racing age/12 winners/2 black-type winners

8-LRL, Aoc 6f, SWINGSTAGE, 20-1

$20,000 EAS OCT yrl

Morning Line (Tiznow), Lane's End Farm, $10,000

134 foals of racing age/17 winners/2 black-type winners

9-OP, $500K GIII Southwest S., 1 1/16m, SEVEN TRUMPETS, 10-1

$45,000 KEE SEP yrl; $205,000 OBS APR 2yo

New York Playboy (Hook and Ladder)

4 foals of racing age/0 winners/0 black-type winners

4-AQU, Msw 6f, PLAYBOY JOHNNY, 30-1

Oxbow (Awesome Again), Calumet Farm, $20,000

167 foals of racing age/7 winners/0 black-type winners

9-OP, $500K GIII Southwest S., 1 1/16m, KENTUCKY CLUB, 30-1

4-OP, Msw 6f, PROXIMUS, 7-2

Paynter (Awesome Again), WinStar Farm, $25,000

218 foals of racing age/19 winners/1 black-type winner

6-OP, Msw 1m, PRYOR, 4-1

$60,000 KEE SEP yrl; $200,000 OBS MAR 2yo

Prospective (Malibu Moon), Ocala Stud Farm, $5,000

97 foals of racing age/13 winners/1 black-type winner

9-FG, Msw 1mT, BIG SHANTY, 8-1

$77,000 OBS WIN yrl; $100,000 OBS MAR 2yo

Rattlesnake Bridge (Tapit), Hartley/De Renzo Thoroughbreds|

LLC, $7,500

88 foals of racing age/6 winners/0 black-type winners

5-MVR, Alw 6f, SEVEN LILIES, 4-1

$16,000 RNA OBS MAR 2yo

Shanghai Bobby (Harlan's Holiday), Ashford Stud, $20,000

237 foals of racing age/17 winners/3 black-type winners

6-LRL, Msw 1m, SHANGHAI CHECK, 9-2

$50,000 KEE NOV wnl; $100,000 KEE SEP yrl; $100,000 OBS APR 2yo

9-GP, Msw 5 1/2f, SHANGHAI SHUFFLE, 2-1

$275,000 KEE SEP yrl

7-OP, Aoc 6f, SHANGHAI TARIFF, 5-1

$100,000 OBS MAR 2yo

4-GP, Msw 1 1/8mT, SUMMER FLING, 6-1

$90,000 KEE SEP yrl; $32,000 EAS MAY 2yo

Take Charge Indy (A.P. Indy), Kor, $20,000

202 foals of racing age/35 winners/3 black-type winners

10-OP, Aoc 1 1/16m, TIZ OUR TURN, 12-1

$22,000 KEE SEP yrl

Violence (Medaglia d'Oro), Hill 'N' Dale Farms, $15,000

248 foals of racing age/37 winners/5 black-type winners

8-SA, $200K California Cup Derby, 1 1/16m, VIOLENT RIDGE, 6-1

ALLOWANCE RESULTS:

6th-OP, $79,000, 2-18, (NW1$X), 3yo/up, 6f, 1:11.66, my.

SWORD FIGHTER (g, 4, Wildcat Heir--Archeress, by Archers

Bay) Lifetime Record: GSP, 7-2-0-2, $104,890. O-Altamira Racing

Stable; B-Brent & Crystal Fernung (NY); T-Peter Miller. *$75,000

2yo '16 OBSAPR.

2nd-AQU, $65,550, (NW2$X)/Opt. Clm ($62,500), 2-18, 4yo/up,

f/m, 1m, 1:40.92, sy.

CRIMSON FROST (f, 4, Stormy Atlantic--Rock Jasmine, by Horse

Chestnut {SAf}) Lifetime Record: 13-3-3-1, $189,113. O-Aron S.

Yagoda; B-Joe Mulholland Jr., John Mulholland & Keith

Desormeaux (KY); T-Linda Rice. *$10,000 Ylg '15 KEESEP.

11th-GP, $45,000, (NW2X)/Opt. Clm ($50,000), 2-18, 4yo/up,

1mT, 1:35.46, fm.

NILEATOR (h, 6, Pioneerof the Nile--Souma, by Mr. Greeley)

Lifetime Record: 26-3-6-4, $183,877. O/B-Zayat Stables, LLC

(KY); T-Dale L. Romans.

1st-GP, $44,000, (NW1X)/Opt. Clm ($35,000), 2-18, 4yo/up, 

1 1/8mT, 1:51.17, fm.

GLOBAL ENTRY (h, 5, Flower Alley--Pacific Sky, by Stormy

Atlantic) Lifetime Record: 21-5-5-1, $153,236. O-Robert Murray;

B-Sanford R. Robertson (KY); T-Bobby S. Dibona. *$75,000 Ylg

'14 KEESEP. 

EQB yearling purchase • www.EQB.com
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to see his debut victory analyzed
by Aaron Vercruysse & Jeff Siegel.

Candy Ride (Arg) - Spooky Minister,
by Deputy Minister | Fee: $2,500 S&N

George G. Isaacs, General Manager
352.622.5319  |  BridlewoodFarm.com

Watch XBTV video

FREAKY TALENTED CANDY RIDESon Of

NEW FOR 2018

A star in
    the making
 –Jeff Siegel

“ “
[CLICK HERE]

http://www.bridlewoodfarm.com/horses/valiant-minister-36222.html#videohash
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4th-GP, $44,000, (NW1X)/Opt. Clm ($25,000), 2-18, 4yo/up,

f/m, 1mT, 1:35.64, fm.

MAGICAL SKY (f, 4, Sky Mesa--Athena's Gift, by Fusaichi

Pegasus) Lifetime Record: 9-2-2-2, $114,003. O-John C. Oxley;

B-Hubert Vester (KY); T-Mark E. Casse. *$150,000 Ylg '15

KEESEP.**1/2 to We Miss Artie (Artie Schiller), GISW, $738,843. 

4th-FG, $40,000, (S), (NW1X)/Opt. Clm ($12,500), 2-18, 4yo/up,

f/m, 1mT, 1:39.08, fm.

CAJUN ENGLISH (m, 6, English Channel--Vitamin Bag {SW,

$137,519}, by Bag) Lifetime Record: 11-2-1-2, $52,810.

O-Hooties Racing LLC; B-Frank C. & James M. Serio (LA);

T-Dwight J. Viator. *1/2 to Indian Wind (Eugene=s Third Son),

MSP, $160,990. 

8th-LRL, $35,000, (C), 2-18, (NW1X), 4yo/up, f/m, 7f, 1:24.12,

my.

CONJECTURE (f, 4, Great Notion--Emerald Song, by Eurosilver)

Lifetime Record: 14-3-6-1, $110,622. O-Harbortown Stable;

B-Mike Dalton LLC (MD); T-Noah Abramson. 

8th-SUN, $32,100, (S), 2-18, (NW3L), 3yo/up, f/m, 1m, 1:41.92,

sl.

TO SATISFY YOU (f, 4, Nacimiento--Crafty Finale, by Crafty C.

T.) Lifetime Record: 7-3-2-0, $70,110. O/B-Denton Crozier (NM);

T-Hermenegildo G. Aldavaz.

3rd-HOU, $20,500, 2-17, (NW1X), 4yo/up, 6f, 1:11.52, ft.

DARYLSLITTLEENGINE (g, 7, Littleexpectations--Lauren P., by

Even the Score) Lifetime Record: 60-10-5-8, $125,803. O-End

Zone Athletics, Inc.; B-Millennium Farms at Moon Lake (LA);

T-Karl Broberg. *$1,200 Ylg '12 TEXAUG. 

5th-HOU, $20,500, 2-17, (NW1X), 4yo/up, f/m, 5fT, 1:00.19, fm.

KUPURI (f, 4, Tale of the Cat--Dyani {SP, $168,342}, by

Dynaformer) Lifetime Record: 9-2-0-0, $23,213. O/B-William

Reed (KY); T-Paul M. Pearson. 

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Bold Rey, f, 3, Bold Warrior--De Mystique, by Dehere. DED,

   2-17, 1m, 1:41.64. B-Hidden Point Farm Inc. (KY). 

Comeoncomeoncat, g, 3, Discreet Cat--Classic Example, by

   Maria's Mon. AQU, 2-18, (S), (C), 6 1/2f, 1:21.17. B-John &

   Kate McMahon & Sisters in Racing LLC (NY). *$15,000 Wlg '15

   FTNMIX.

Fearless Alex, g, 3, Fearless Eagle--Miss Dynaflo, by Cien Fuegos.

   HOU, 2-17, (S), 6f, 1:12.54. B-Jaime Castellanos (TX). 

Dead Broke, g, 3, Prospective--Amazer (SP), by Quaker Ridge.

   AQU, 2-18, (C), 6f, 1:15.60. B-Ocala Stud (FL). *$65,000 2yo '17

   OBSMAR.

Scarlet Streak, f, 3, Roman Emperor--Where's Scarlet, by In

   Excess (Ire). SUN, 2-18, (S), 6f, 1:16.28. B-Gallegos del Norte

   Racing (NM). 

Mo Flash, f, 3, Uncle Mo--Super Flash, by Afleet Alex. AQU,

   2-18, 1m, 1:42.23. B-Susan Chu (KY). *$45,000 Ylg '16 KEESEP. 

Miss Sizzle, f, 4, First Defence--Lady Rapper, by Grand Slam.

   AQU, 2-18, (S), (C), 6 1/2f, 1:21.23. B-Stonewall Farm (NY).

   *1/2 to Princess Violet (Officer), GISW, $777,810; and Baime

   (Star Dabbler), MSP, $221,057. 

Foaled & Sold by Blandford Stud for Hubert Vester

                                                               

Consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency

DID YOU KNOW?
Undefeated GISW Rushing Fall (More Than Ready)

was tabbed as a “TDN Rising Star”

Visit the TDN Rising Stars section on our website!
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Invader | Bronwen Healy IN TDN AMERICA TODAY
82 YEARS YOUNG, LUKAS AFTER ANOTHER DERBY
   Hall of Famer D. Wayne Lukas saddled Bravazo (Awesome

Again) to win the GII Risen Star S. at Fair Grounds. Bill Finley

checks in with the trainer en route to a potential GI Kentucky

Derby try. Click or tap here to go straight to TDN America.

PHOENIX, AQUIS
PARTNER IN INVADER

   Aquis Farm and Phoenix Thoroughbreds have partnered to

secure G1 Sires= Produce S. winner Invader (Aus) (Snitzel {Aus}--

Flame of Sydney {Aus}, by Encosta de Lago {Aus}) for stud duty,

and he will stand at Aquis in 2018. Invader is currently listed as

spelling from the yard of Peter and Paul Snowden, having raced

in the silks of China Horse Club for a partnership that included

Aquis, Newgate SF and WinStar Farm. He earned the highest

Timeform rating for an Australian 2-year-old last season (119)

for his win in the Sires= Produce.

   AWe feel both proud and privileged to have secured so exciting

a young son of Snitzel,@ said Aquis Farm Chief Executive Shane

McGrath. ASnitzel is the best and most commercial champion

sire currently at stud in Australasia and Invader is his best and

fastest 2-year-old son. He is out of stakes winner Flame Of

Sydney and he is a half-brother to Group 1 sprinter Not

Listenin=tome. That combination of sire power, performance and

pedigree is extremely rare. Factor in his impeccable

conformation and athletic physique, his quality and action and

you can understand why we=re so thrilled to have him.@

   A A$475,000 yearling from the Magic Millions Gold Coast

Yearling Sale in 2016, Invader broke his maiden last February

and finished second in the G2 Todman S., but was forced to sit

out the G1 Golden Slipper after developing a foot abscess. 

   Phoenix and Aquis were among the partners to purchase a

A$1.6-million son of Snitzel at Magic Millions in January, and at

the same sale Phoenix sold a handful of pinhooks.

   AWe have observed the Australian market for quite some time

now, and it is evident that both from the point of breeding to

race and breeding commercially, precocity and speed is

paramount,@ Phoenix Thoroughbreds Chief Executive Amer

Abdulaziz said. AThe opportunity to partner with Aquis to launch

the stud career of Invader, who was the champion 2-year-old

colt of his generation and also the best 2-year-old by Snitzel to

date, was an offer we could not refuse.@

   AHe is a stallion that we will support with our best Southern

Hemisphere mares and also in the sales ring when the time

comes to purchase his progeny.@
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Lester Piggott is all smiles after winning the 1976 Epsom Derby

aboard Empery | racingfotos.com

Lester Piggott and The Minstrel

winning the 1977 King George | racingfotos.com

PIGGOTT CLASSICS STILL SHINE BRIGHT

By John Berry

   The beautifully evocative photograph of Lester Piggott and

Vincent O'Brien in last Thursday=s TDN brought the memories

flooding back, memories which warmed the latest bleak winter

morning.

    The road to the Classics starts generally later in the spring in

Europe than it does in the U.S., and at this time of year a catalyst

to prompt reflections on Classic days past never goes amiss. 

   As we gradually count down towards Derby Day 2018, we

approach the 50th anniversary of the victory of the horse whom

Lester Piggott has described as the best of his record nine Derby

winners: Sir Ivor (Sir Gaylord). Some may have different opinions

as to the relative merits of the nine, with many observers

convinced that the 1970 Triple Crown winner Nijinsky should

have been ranked first among these most distinguished of

equals. 

   But Sir Ivor, seemingly, is Lester's pick; and, in truth, one

would be foolhardy to claim to know better than the man whom

many will always regard as the greatest jockey of all time.

   What made Lester so great? Who can say. Whatever the key to

his mastery, however, it does nothing to answer the 'nature

versus nurture' debate so memorably played out by Dan

Aykroyd and Eddie Murphy in the movie 'Trading Places'

because, in retrospect, Lester seemed destined for greatness by

both pedigree and upbringing.

   Lester's father Keith Piggott was a successful trainer, his finest

hour coming when Ayala won the Grand National in 1963. His

grandfather Ernie Piggott was three times Britain's champion

National Hunt jockey and rode three Grand National winners:

Jerry M in 1912 and Poethlyn in 1918 and 1919. His great uncles

Mornington and Kempton Cannon (their sister married Ernie

Piggott) came from arguably Britain's greatest riding and training

family of the 19th century. Both rode a Derby winner, and

'Morny' was Britain's champion jockey in six of the seven

seasons between 1891 and 1897.

   The bottom half of Lester's pedigree represented Flat racing

royalty. His great-grandfather John Rickaby trained the 1855

Derby winner Dayrell. His grandfather Fred Rickaby rode three

Classic winners and his uncle Fred Lester Rickaby rode five

before he was killed in action during the First World War, aged

only 24. Cont. p3

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.equisoftlive.com/
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Lester Piggott last year with the Melbourne Cup | racingfotos.com

Piggott Classics Still Shine Bright Cont.

   His cousins Fred Arthur Rickaby and William Anthony ('Bill')

Rickaby were both leading riders. The former was Britain's

champion apprentice in 1931 and 1932 before increasing weight

curtailed his career; he subsequently emigrated to South Africa

after the Second World War and became a leading trainer in

Durban. The latter was one of England's leading jockeys for

many years until retiring in 1968 at the age of 51 with three

Classic victories under his belt.

   Even in this distinguished company, though, Lester came to

stand out. Plenty of credit for that must go to his upbringing.

Growing up under the strict tutelage of his father, Lester could

ride as soon as he could walk. Born on Nov. 5 1935, he became

apprenticed to his father as soon as he could and rode his first

winner at the age of 12, winning on The Chase at Haydock Park

in 1948.

   Lester was clearly a prodigy, albeit in an era where it was not

unusual for children to ride in races. Earlier in the century Frank

Wootton, whose feat of riding his first winner at the age of nine

is unlikely ever to be repeated, was still aged only 18 when

becoming Britain's champion jockey for the fourth time in 1912.

Lester could not match that level of precocity but he had just

turned 15 when he became champion apprentice in November

1950. He topped the apprentices' standings again in 1951. In

1952 he rode in the Derby for the first time when, still aged only

16, he partnered Gay Time into second place behind Tulyar, the

mount of the veteran Charlie Smirke. Two years later he rode

the first of his nine Derby winners, taking the premier Classic on

Never Say Die, trained in Newmarket by Joe Lawson. Cont. p4
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Piggott at an exhibit in his honour at

The Curragh in 2016 | racingfotos.com

IF PIGGOTT’S ASSOCIATION WITH

MURLESS HAD BEEN A GOLDEN ERA,

HIS PARTNERSHIP WITH O’BRIEN WAS

A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN.

Piggott Classics Still Shine Bright Cont.

   Two potentials clouds, however, loomed on Lester's horizon:

increasing weight, and clashes with authority. He had spent the

winter prior to his first Derby victory riding over hurdles,

seemingly mindful that his

increasing size might dictate that

his future lay under National

Hunt rules. That spring he had

ridden the winner of a selling

hurdle race at the National Hunt

Meeting (now known as the

Cheltenham Festival) as well as

taking the Triumph Hurdle at

Hurst Park on Prince

Charlemagne. Happily, though,

Lester's iron self-discipline

ensured that, despite what was

at the time seen as an almost

unfeasible height (5' 8") for a

jockey, he was able to remain

light enough to ride on the Flat.

The story was that he would

begin the day with a breakfast which consisted of 'a cough and a

copy of the Sporting Life' before getting through the rest of the

day on cigar-smoke.

   Happily, maturation saw Lester tempering the aggression of

his riding. He could not have sustained a lengthy career

otherwise, but the six-month disqualification handed to him by

the Jockey Club stewards for his riding of Never Say Die at Royal

Ascot in a very rough King Edward VII S. three weeks after the

colt's Derby victory served as a vital wake-up call. Not only that,

it also changed the direction of his life: having lived and worked

hitherto in his father's Lambourn stable, he was ordered by the

stewards to move away and start afresh. Newmarket beckoned,

initially to work for Jack Jarvis, to whom he was connected by

marriage (his cousin Bill Rickaby having married the trainer's

niece Bridget). 

   It did not take long, though,

before Lester was riding for the

leading trainer in the town: Noel

Murless, who trained in Warren

Place, from which he landed

eight trainers' championships

between 1957 and 1973. The

pair enjoyed remarkable success

with the Derby winners Crepello

and St Paddy, as well as with

such champions as Petite Etoile, Twilight Alley, Carozza and

Aurelius.

   Noel Murless was still at the height of his powers in 1966

(indeed, the following year he trained the Derby winner Royal

Palace) but that year's Derby meeting saw the end of the golden

era which he and Lester had shared. Vincent O'Brien had been

building up an equine

powerhouse at Ballydoyle in

Ireland. Lester had been riding

for him occasionally since 1958.

In 1957 Ballydoyle had

contained two high-class

3-year-olds, Ballymoss and

Gladness. Irish jockey T. P. Burns

was the stable's principal rider,

both on the Flat and over

hurdles, and he had been riding

them both, including partnering

Ballymoss when he finished

second in the Derby at Epsom

(behind Lester on Crepello) and

first in both the Irish Derby at

The Curragh and the St Leger at

Doncaster. However, Burns was

badly injured in a fall in a hurdle race in the spring of 1958 and

was out of action for the rest of the year. The result was that

Lester was chosen to ride Gladness (winning the Ascot Gold Cup

and, two months later, the Ebor H. at York) while Scobie

Breasley became Ballymoss's jockey, taking the King George VI

And Queen Elizabeth S. at Ascot and the Prix de l'Arc de

Triomphe at Longchamp.

   As O'Brien's stable continued to thrive, it became inevitable

that matters would come to a head. Lester chose to ride

O'Brien's filly Valoris in the 1966 Oaks instead of Murless's

runner Varinia (which was a good choice as Valoris won the race

with Varinia only third). Henceforth, he was O'Brien's jockey

while Murless looked elsewhere, initially to George Moore and

subsequently to Sandy Barclay and then Geoff Lewis.

   If Piggott's association with

Murless had been a golden era,

his partnership with O'Brien was

a match made in heaven. The

two greatest racing professionals

in Europe, they combined to

sweep the board with some of

the mightiest racehorses the

world has ever seen, headed by

the Derby winners Sir Ivor,

Nijinsky, Roberto and The

Minstrel, plus dual Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe winner Alleged. 

Cont. p5
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Lester Piggott and Henry Cecil in 1982 | racingfotos.com

THE FAIRYTALE CAME TRUE AS ROYAL

ACADEMY LANDED A HEART-

STOPPING, TEAR-FLOWINGLY

UNFORGETTABLE VICTORY IN THE

BREEDERS’ CUP MILE

Piggott Classics Still Shine Bright Cont.

   It was, initially anyway, an arrangement which in retrospect

seems rather strange: Piggott still lived in Newmarket and would

only ride O'Brien's overseas runners while the stable jockey Liam

Ward rode the domestic runners. Indeed, Ward, six times

Ireland's champion jockey, rode both Sir Ivor and Nijinsky in the

Irish Derby. The latter won but the former was beaten by the

English-trained Ribero, who was ridden (needless to say) by

Lester.

   Arguably the greatest week for

the team came in June 1975

when O'Brien (who only had 15

horses aged three or above in his

stable at the time) sent nine of

the 15 to Ascot. All but one was

due to run during the four-day

Royal Meeting, while the final

runner, Guillaume Tell, was set

to contest the Churchill S. on the

'Ascot Heath' card on the

Saturday. One of the nine, Sir Penfro, was only running because

he was being sent back to his owner in England, and his owner

wanted an Ascot runner. Of the remaining eight, one (Hail The

Pirates, who was due to contest the Prince Of Wales's S.) was

cast in his box the night before his intended race and had to be

scratched. The remaining seven

all won (Lester actually only rode

five of them as two had light

weights, so he arranged for

Gianfranco Dettori and Willie

Carson to take his place).

   When Lester's time with

O'Brien ended, he enjoyed

another golden era: back at

Warren Place, by now in the

hands of Noel Murless's

son-in-law Henry Cecil. More

Classics victories ensued as well

as his 10th and 11th jockeys'

championships in 1981 and

1982. Lester turned 50 in

November 1985 and the time

seemed right to retire from the

saddle. Training was the obvious

next step, and he duly sent out Cutting Blade to win the G2

Coventry S. at Royal Ascot the following June. Thereafter,

though, the seemingly seamless succession from one chapter to

another turned into the Tales of the Unexpected.

   The first deviation from the script came when the Inland

Revenue launched an investigation into possible tax evasion.

The eventual upshot was that Lester was convicted and served a

year in jail. His wife Susan (he had followed the family tradition

of marrying into a racing dynasty, Susan being the daughter of

one of Newmarket's training doyens, Frederick Lakin 'Sam'

Armstrong) had taken over the stable, but on his release Lester

did not rejoin the training ranks. Instead he and his old ally

Vincent O'Brien hatched a plan in October 1990.

   The master trainer was winding down towards retirement but

had one top-class horse in his

stable: Royal Academy. The

beautiful colt had been ridden in

all his races by the stable jockey

John Reid, but unfortunately the

latter had been injured in a fall

at Longchamp on Arc Day at the

start of the month. O'Brien was

aged 72 and Piggott 54. Could

the only old firm roll back the

years? It could. Lester renewed

his jockey's license and returned

with three rides for Henry Cecil at Leicester. The following day

he won at Chepstow on Nicholas, trained by Susan. On the

Monday he went to The Curragh to ride four horses for O'Brien;

all four won. Five days later the fairytale came true as Royal

Academy landed a heart-stopping, tear-flowingly unforgettable

victory in the G1 Breeders' Cup

Mile at Belmont Park.

   Lester rode for another four

years. In 1992 he registered his

30th and final Classic triumph

when donning Robert Sangster's

silks once again to win the 2,000

Guineas on the Peter

Chapple-Hyam-trained Rodrigo

De Triano (El Gran Senor). The

partnership subsequently landed

three more Group 1 victories

later in the summer, taking the

Irish 2,000 Guineas, Juddmonte

International and Champion S.

He and O'Brien brought their

Royal Ascot curtains down in

1993 when taking the Cork And

Orrery (now Diamond Jubilee) S.

with College Chapel, racing in Jacqueline O'Brien's colours.

There was not a dry eye in the house when the ageing trainer

led the colt back in off the course through the hallowed gates

into the (sadly now gone forever) sacred winner's enclosure.

Cont. p6
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Ted Durcan | Racing Post

EUROPEAN-BRED WINNERS

Piggott Classics Still Shine Bright Cont.

   In October 1994, Lester Piggott, rider of 4,493 winners

including 30 British Classic triumphs, ended up where it had all

began: in the winner's enclosure at Haydock Park on Palacegate

Jack, 46 years after having dismounted in the same spot on The

Chase. During those 46 years he had re-written the record books

and shown himself to be the most successful, most talented,

most charistmatic, most ruthless, most disciplined, most astute,

most respected, most fearless, most feared, most popular, most

feted, most taciturn, most inscrutable, most mythologised, most

professional and greatest jockey of his era.

   Even in retirement, of course, Lester wasn't retired. He and

Susan had had two daughters, one of whom, Maureen, had

married William Haggas, who trains in Newmarket. When

Haggas prepared Shaamit to win the Derby in 1996, you can

guess the identity of his 60-year-old work rider. And if you want

to know who is going to win this year's Derby--well, you could

do worse than ask Lester Keith Piggott, because no man alive

knows horses or racing better than he does.

DURCAN RETIRES FROM THE SADDLE
   Jockey Ted Durcan, 44, announced his retirement from the

saddle on Sunday. During a 25-year career, the County Mayo-

born rider booted home two Classic winners, Light Shift

(Kingmambo) in the G1 Oaks in 2007 and 2009 G1 St Leger hero

Mastery (GB) (Sulamani {Ire}). Durcan will remain part of Sir

Michael Stoute=s team at Newmarket.

   "It's not something I've rushed into,@ said the seven-time UAE

champion jockey. AIt's been at the back of my mind for a while

now. I'm 45 years old at the end of the month and I think it's the

right time to move on. I've retired from race-riding, but I'm

going to stay in the industry and continue my association with

Sir Michael Stoute and his team, which I very much like. I'm in

my third year there and you're surrounded by some lovely

horses and excellent staff as well.@ 

   AI help them out in any way I am able to and I'm also hoping to

explore some other avenues in the industry as well,@ he

continued. AI find the breeding and bloodstock world fascinating

and really interesting. That's an avenue I'd like to explore more.

I'm been riding since the age of 19. It's been absolutely super

and a pleasure. I just think I'm at the right age to move on to

something else."

   Durcan served his apprenticeship in Ireland with Jim Bolger,

for whom he had his first winner, Nordic Pageant (Ire) (Nordico),

at Fairyhouse in October 1992. The last of his more than 1,000

winners was on Face The Facts (Ire) (Nathaniel {Ire}) for John

Gosden in the Listed Rose Bowl S. at Newmarket in September.

   Looking back on his career, Durcan pointed to the victory of

Light Shift as standing out. It was one which propelled her

trainer Sir Henry Cecil back into the big time and was hugely

popular.

   "I've been very lucky,@ said Durcan. AWinning the Oaks on Light

Shift has to be a highlight and winning the St Leger was great. I

had a great time riding in Dubai. I was lucky enough to spend 18

winters and was leading rider over there. It was a very lucky

spot and like our second home. I'll always be grateful for that.

Over the years I've been very lucky to ride for some marvellous

people."

   Durcan's first domestic Group 1 winner came for Tim Easterby

on Somnus (GB) (Pivotal {GB}), who defeated Oasis Dream (GB)

(Green Desert) in the Haydock Sprint Cup in 2003.

   Easterby said, "He was a fantastic jockey for me. He got on

better with Somnus than anybody and he rode plenty of other

winners for me, too. He's been a great jockey and became a

good friend. He's a very good judge and very loyal. I'm sad that

he's retiring, but I'd like to wish him well for the future."

IN UAE:

Ply (GB), g, 4, Dubawi (Ire)--Polygon (GSP-Fr, MSW-Eng), by

   Dynaformer. 2-18, Abu Dhabi, Hcp. (AED100k), 2400mT,

   2:30.78. B-Carwell Equities Ltd. (GB). *165,000gns HRA >17

   TATOCT.
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Ysoldina, dam of last year=s Epsom Derby winner Wings of Eagles

(Pour Moi), is pictured with her Siyouni filly born on Feb. 17. AShe is a

big, strong filly with plenty of bone,@ said Haras de Montaigu=s

Sybille Gibson. Ysoldina will visit Galileo this year

Lady Horseowner | Racing Photos

>LADY= LATE ENTRANT FOR BLUE DIAMOND
   Lady Horseowner (Aus) (Equiano {Fr}), a homebred for Paul

and Carol King, will be a late entrant to the Feb. 24 1200-metre

A$1.5-million G1 Ladbrokes Blue Diamond S. after the Kings pay

a A$55,000 late entry fee on Monday, Racing.com reported.

Trainer Greg Eurell confirmed the news.

   AEverything=s good, she=s a very straightforward filly,@ Eurell

told Racing.com on Sunday. AShe just had a quiet week after

that win in the [Blue Diamond] Preview. That was a good

opportunity to just let her do what she does. Everything=s gone

smoothly--we haven=t had one single problem with her.@

   Lady Horseowner kicked off her career with a victory in a

1000-metre maiden at Moonee Valley on Dec. 8, and followed

up with another score, trying group company for the first time,

in the 1000m G3 Blue Diamond Preview (fillies= division) on Jan.

27. Rider Nikita Beriman will continue her association with the

bay, the third filly sporting an undefeated record in the Blue

Diamond, alongside G2 Blue Diamond Prelude (fillies= division)

heroine Enbihaar (Aus) (Magnus {Aus}) and Kinky Boom (Aus)

(Spirit of Boom {Aus}), a winner of the Inglis Premier on Feb. 3.

DREAM UPSET IN FEBRUARY S.
   Nonkono Yume (Jpn) (Twining) sprang a mild upset in

Sunday=s G1 February S., the first >Win and You=re In= contest for

the 2018 GI Breeders= Cup Classic, in the process lowering the

colours of G1 Dubai World Cup aspirant Gold Dream (Jpn) (Gold

Allure {Jpn}) under Ryan Moore.

   Gold Dream was making his first start since taking the 

G1 Champions Cup on Dec. 3. He was off a step slow and so too

was Nonkono Yume, and the latter tacked onto the back of the

favourite as they raced near the rear of the pack down the

backstretch. Nonkono Yume tracked Gold Dream four wide

around the turn as they began to pick off rivals, and as they

straightened for home Gold Dream looked a likely winner,

charging down the middle of the track with gusto as jockey

Hiroyuki Uchida went to a drive aboard Nonkono Yume. The

favourite began to shorten his stride, however, when he hit the

lead passing the 200 and Nonokono Yume came flying down the

outside and Incantation (Jpn) (Sinister Minister) on the inside.

Gold Dream battled back but Nonkono Yume was game, hitting

the line a neck in front.

      Prior to this year, Nonkono Yume, winner of the 2015 Japan

Dirt Derby, was riding a 10-race losing streak dating back to

December 2015. Those did include defeats by some of the

country=s top dirt runners, however, and the 6-year-old

redeemed himself in January with a win in the G3 Negishi S. off

a ninth behind Gold Dream in the Champions Cup. 

Cont. p8
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Nonkono Yume takes the February S. | Horsephotos

>Dream= Upset in February S. Cont.

   AThe staff tuned him up beautifully and he was in very good

form,@ said jockey Hiroyuki Uchida. AI kept him wide and in good

striking position so that he could unleash his good late charge at

any point, which is probably the reason why we were able to

win today.@

Pedigree Notes...
   While Nonkono Yume is the first Group 1 winner under his first

two dams, his family traces back to the standout racehorse and

sire Heart=s Cry (Jpn) (Sunday Silence), with the American

champion sprinter and dual Group 1 producer My Juliet (Gallant

Romeo) appearing under the fourth dam. Click for the free

Equineline.com catalogue-style pedigree.

Sunday, Tokyo, Japan

FEBRUARY S.-G1, -194,860,000, Tokyo, 2-18, 4yo/up, 1600m,

1:36.00, gd.

1--NONKONO YUME (JPN), 126, g, 6, by Twining

1st Dam: Nonko (Jpn), by Agnes Tachyon (Jpn)

2nd Dam: Lady Tycoon (Jpn), by Criminal Type

3rd Dam: Buper Dance, by Lyphard

   1ST GROUP 1 WIN. O-Kazumasa Yamada; B-Shadai Farm;

   T-Yukihiro Kato; J-Hiroyuki Uchida; -103,402,000. Lifetime

   Record: 21-8-4-1. Werk Nick Rating: A++. Click for the 

   eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree.

2--Gold Dream (Jpn), 126, h, 5, Gold Allure (Jpn)--Mon Vert

   (Jpn), by French Deputy. O-Katsumi Yoshida; B-Northern Farm;

   -40,972,000.

3--Incantation (Jpn), 126, h, 8, Sinister Minister--Original Spin (Ire),

   by Machiavellian. O-Turf Sport Inc; B-Tanikawa Farm; -25,486,000.

Margins: NK, NK, 3. Odds: 9.70, 1.10, 19.00.

Also Ran: Sunrise Nova (Jpn), Let's Go Donki (Jpn), King's Guard

(Jpn), Meisho Sumitomo (Jpn), Sound True (Jpn), Awardee, Best

Warrior, K T Brave (Jpn), T M Jinsoku (Jpn), Nobo Baccara (Jpn),

London Town (Jpn), Lalabel (Jpn), Nishiken Mononofu (Jpn).

Click for the JRA chart and video.

Saturday, Kokura, Japan

KOKURA DAISHOTEN-G3, -78,110,000, Kokura, 2-18, 4yo/up,

1800mT, 1:46.10, fm.

1--TRIOMPHE (JPN), 119, g, 4, by Turtle Bowl (Ire)

1st Dam: Mejiro Tonkinese (Jpn) (SP-Jpn, $649,253), 

by Dance in the Dark (Jpn)

2nd Dam: Mejiro Kurohime (Jpn), by Mogami (Fr)

3rd Dam: Mejiro Tsushima (Jpn), by Bounteous (GB)

   1ST STAKES WIN. O-K T Racing; B-Lake Villa Farm; T-Naosuke

   Sugai; J-Yuga Kawada;  -41,567,000. Lifetime Record: 

   12-5-3-0. Click for the eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree. Werk

   Nick Rating: F.

2--Queen's Milagro (Jpn), 117, m, 6, Manhattan Cafe (Jpn)--Just

   Too Too, by In Excess (Ire). O-Queen's Ranch; B-Tomita Farm;

   -16,162,000.

3--Suzuka Devious (Jpn), 125, h, 7, King Kamehameha (Jpn)--

   Suzuka Laurent (Jpn), by Sunday Silence. O-Keiji Nagai; B-Tsuji

   Farm; -10,081,000.

Margins: 2HF, 1 1/4, NK. Odds: 1.30, 120.40, 8.00.

Click for the JRA chart and video or the free Equineline.com

catalogue-style pedigree.

                                                               

Nonkono Yume (Jpn)=s connections earn:

*Automatic berth into the BC Classic

*$150,000 in pre-entry & entry fees

*Travel award up to $10,000 for domestic starters and

$40,000 for international starters 

(KY-based horses not eligible for travel awards)

Click here for the complete W&YI race schedule.

Follow the TDN staff on Twitter
Thoroughbred Daily News

@garykingTDN @kelseynrileyTDN @collingsberry

@DaithiHarvey @EquinealTDN @HLAndersonTDN
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Singapore Sling (noseband) too strong in Classic Cup | HKJC photo

A >CLASSIC= UPSET
by Alan Carasso

   Nearly seven years ago to the date, a Tony Millard-trained

gelding named Ambitious Dragon (NZ) (Pins {Aus}) returned 9-1

in winning the Hong Kong Classic Cup en route to victory in the

Hong Kong Derby and later went on to be one of the all-time

greats of the local turf. Singapore Sling (SAf) (Philanthropist) has

much to achieve before being mentioned in the same breath as

the two-time Horse of the Year, but in a short time, the gelding

has made massive progress and announced his arrival really and

truly with a convincing success--also at 9-1--in the second leg of

the 4-year-old Triple Crown series Sunday at Sha Tin.

   Neatly drawn in barrier two, Singapore Sling jumped straight

into the bridle beneath the hot-riding Chad Schofield and landed

in a perfect spot one back on the fence in the slipstream of

pacesetting The Golden Age (Fr) (ex Kontrastat {Fr}) (My Risk

{Fr}) as G1 Queensland Derby hero Ruthven (Aus) (Domesday

{Aus}) also pressed forward. Second favourite Exultant (Ire) (ex

G1 Irish 2000 Guineas third Irishcorrespondent {Ire}) (Teofilo

{Ire}) landed in the latter third of the field, while

Nothingilikemore (Aus) (Husson {Arg}), the 4-5 favourite to add

to his win in the Hong Kong Classic Mile, missed the hop and

trailed early. 

   The pace was generous enough and The Golden Age was still

going nicely down the side, but the chief protagonists were

working into it from behind and the stage was set. Schofield

found his way off the inside in upper stretch with Singapore

Sling and came to tackle The Golden Age inside the 200m, then

was doing his best work through the line to score comfortably.

Exultant closed like a horse looking for even further and The

Golden Age outran overlaid odds to be third. Nothingilikemore

followed the move of Exultant around the turn and did well to

be fourth, beaten just under three lengths. He was later found

to have lost his off-fore shoe on the back straight.

   AI just put my hands on the horse=s neck and let him tell me

where he wanted to be and that was nice and close in the box

seat,@ Schofield told HKJC=s David Morgan. AI was worried that

perhaps I was too close because it was a strong pace

throughout. It really surprised me, the kick The Golden Age

gave--he kicked strongly and maintained the momentum he=d

built up. My bloke ran a really strong race though.@

   Millard is happy to deflect any comparisons to his former

champion, at least for now, in favor of focusing on the next

objective, namely the Derby that comes up Mar. 18.

    AAmbitious Dragon was a true champion and this horse is still

building up to be talked of in the same voice--he has to still do it.

There was nothing wrong with his win today, though,@ Millard

said.

   Winner of the G2 Investec Dingaans S. when under the care of

Geoff Woodruff in South Africa, the Drakenstein Stud-bred

Singapore Sling won a Class 2 at Happy Valley Dec. 27 and made

a favourable impression in the Classic Mile, closing to be second.

Pedigree Notes...
   Singapore Sling is one of three graded/group winners for his

sire (by Kris S.--Hidden Reserve), who was relocated to Gaynor

Rupert=s Drakenstein Stud from Gardiner Farms in Ontario,

Canada, in 2012. Singapore Sling is from the sire=s first South

African crop. Philanthropist has also sired GI Nearctic S. hero

Phil=s Dream (champion) and South African Grade 3 winner She=s

A Giver (SAf) in addition to multiple Canadian Classic winners

Pender Harbour (champion) and Bear It=s Time. Singapore Sling=s

second dam was the champion South African sprinter of 1998

and went on to produce Grand Emporium (SAf) (National

Assembly), a Grade 1 winner at home before venturing

overseas, where his major success came in the 2005 

G2 Godolphin Mile for Mike de Kock.

Sunday, Sha Tin, Hong Kong

HONG KONG CLASSIC CUP-LR, HK$10,000,000 (,907,018/

i1,022,299/A$1,609,426/US$1,278,716), Sha Tin, 2-18,

NH/SH4yo, 1800mT, 1:46.99, gd.

1--SINGAPORE SLING (SAF), 126, g, 4, by Philanthropist

1st Dam: Sing Dixie Sing (SAf), by Western Winter

2nd Dam: Whistling Dixie (SAf), by Raise a Man

3rd Dam: A Song Is Born (SAf), by Jamaico (Fr)

   (R225,000 Ylg >15 CTSPRE). O-Nikki Ng Mien Hua; 

   B-Drakenstein Stud (Nom: Mrs G A Rupert); T-Tony Millard; 

   J-Chad Schofield; HK$5,700,000. Lifetime Record: GSW-SAf, 

   10-4-1-2, HK$10,492,290.

2--Exultant (Ire), 126, g, 4, Teofilo (Ire)--Contrary (Ire), by Mark

   of Esteem (Ire). O-Eddie Wong Ming Chak; B-Ballygallon Stud

   Limited; T-Tony Cruz; HK$2,200,000.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com


  TDN EUROPE/INTERNATIONAL • PAGE 10 OF 10 • THETDN.COM MONDAY • 19 FEBRUARY, 2018

Simply Brilliant | Racing Post

AUSTRALIAN GROUP 1 RACES B 2017/2018

Date Race Track

Feb. 24 Blue Diamond S. Caulfield

Futurity S. Caulfield

Oakleigh Plate Caulfield

Mar. 3 Chipping Norton S. Warwick Farm

Surround S. Warwick Farm

Australian Guineas Flemington

Mar. 10 Randwick Guineas Randwick

Canterbury S. Randwick

Australian Cup Flemington

Newmarket H. Flemington

Mar. 17 Coolmore Classic Rosehill

Mar. 23 William Reid S. Moonee Valley

Mar. 24 Golden Slipper S. Rosehill

George Ryder S. Rosehill

Ranvet S. Rosehill

The Galaxy Rosehill

Rosehill Guineas Rosehill

Mar. 31 The BMW Rosehill

Vinery Stud S. Rosehill

THE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Apr. 7 Doncaster H. Randwick

T J Smith S. Randwick

ATC Australian Derby Randwick

ATC Sires= Produce S. Randwick

Apr. 14 Queen Elizabeth S. Randwick

Sydney Cup Randwick

ATC Oaks Randwick

3--The Golden Age (Fr), 126, g, 4, My Risk (Fr)--Sikkim (Fr), by

   Linamix (Fr). O-Mr & Mrs Xiao Tan Ping; B-Bruno Plainfosse; 

   T-Tony Cruz; HK$1,150,000.

Margins: 1 1/4, HF, 1. Odds: 9-1, 12-5, 45-1.

Also Ran: Nothingilikemore (Aus), Rivet (Ire), Doctor Geoff (Ire),

Ruthven (Aus), Morethanlucky (NZ), Rattan (NZ), Grand

Chancellor (NZ), Beauty Miles (NZ), Goldfield (Arg). Scratched:

Patriot Hero (Ire).

Click for the HKJC.com chart, PPs and sectional timing. VIDEO.

FRANKEL CELEBRATES WINNER IN HONG KONG
   Simply Brilliant (GB) (Frankel {GB}), known in Britain as

Senator (GB), became the first winner in Hong Kong for his sire

on Sunday (Video). This is the 12th country the offspring of the

Juddmonte resident have saluted the judge. Victorious in his

first two starts for trainer Richard Fahey and Cheveley Park Stud

in 2016 at Leicester in July and at Carlisle a month later, the

chestnut did not find the winner=s circle again in his native land

in three more appearances, including a sixth going a mile in the

Britannia S. at Royal Ascot on June 22.

   Purchased by the Simply Brilliant Syndicate and send to the

barn of Frankie Lor in Hong Kong, he has yet to be out of the

first three in four starts prior to Sunday. Exactly five months to

the day, Simply Brilliant stepped out at Happy Valley for a 1200-

metre handicap, but couldn=t quite seal the deal when favoured

and settled for second behind Super Fluke (NZ) (Thewayyouare).

The April foal completed the exacta twice more in succession,

first in the Able Friend H. at Sha Tin on Dec. 10 in the wake of

87-rated Key Witness (Aus) (Show A Heart {Aus}) and, as a newly

turned 4-year-old, found only 94-rated Ping Hai Star (NZ) (Nom

Du Jeu {NZ}) too good in the Orchid H. on Jan. 7. Trying 1400

metres on Jan. 21, Simply Brilliant tired late to third after sitting

second through the middle stages. 

   Favoured on Sunday=s Chinese New Year card, the 4-year-old

jumped from stall six and tugged his way up to sit midfield

through three furlongs in :34.79. Zac Purton was sitting on a ton

of horse on the bend, and asked the gelding once a clear route

appeared 400 metres from home. Simply Brilliant let down

powerfully inside the final 200 metres and drew off to win by 1

1/2 lengths, over the hard-charging Sacred Ibis (NZ) (O=Reilly

{NZ}), who swooped down the middle of the course late.
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