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IN TDN EUROPE TODAY
FARRELL ENJOYING WORLDWIDE SUCCESS
Bloodstock agent Marette Farrell, who has been associated

with numerous Grade I winners like this year’s GI Pacific

Classic hero Collected (City Zip), is profiled by Kelsey Riley. 

Click or tap here to go straight to TDN Europe.

HOF TRAINER JACK VAN
BERG DEAD AT 81

By Mike Kane

   Eclipse Award-winner Jack Van Berg, who trained the brilliant

Alysheba and joined his father, Marion, in the Hall of Fame, died

Wednesday morning in a hospital in Little Rock, Ark. He was 81. 

   His death was confirmed by Oaklawn Park spokeswoman

Jennifer Hoyt.

   During his long, distinguished career, Van Berg reached heights

in both quality and quantity. Alysheba, the 1988 Horse of the

Year and the racing=s top-earning Thoroughbred when he

retired, was the greatest of the many standouts Van Berg

handled. He was the first trainer to have 5,000 winners--a mark

he reached July 15, 1987 at Arlington Park with Art=s Chandelle--

and ranks fourth in career victories, with 6,523.

   Among the prominent horsemen to work for Van Berg's

operation are Hall of Fame member Bill Mott, Frank Brothers,

Wayne Catalano, Al Stall and Tom Amoss.

   AIt=s a sad day for racing,@ Brothers said when reached for

comment Wednesday. AIn my mind, he=s probably one of the

best horseman of our time. He was a tough guy, a big cowboy,

but he had a heart of gold. He was always there to help

somebody.@ Cont. p3

DO STATS REFLECT ECLIPSE-WORTHY

ACCOMPLISHMENTS?
By T.D. Thornton

   Are partnership entities being rightfully considered in the

voting for Eclipse Award for Outstanding Owner? That question

is the gist of a letter that Lexington, Kentucky-based bloodstock

agent Liz Crow sent out last week to eligible voters as the Jan. 2

deadline looms for Thoroughbred racing=s end-of-year honors.

   Crow, who explained in the letter that she is writing on behalf

of friend and client Sol Kumin, wrote that her purpose is to

make voters aware that individuals who are involved in multiple

partnerships might not have their accomplishments properly

represented in the statistical breakdowns that accompany the

year-end ballots. Cont. p8 (Click here)
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2 CHAMPION 2YO COLTS 
IN HIS FIRST 4 CROPS.

Only 3 other horses have ever 
sired 2 Eclipse-winning 2yo males:

SEATTLE SLEW
MR. PROSPECTOR
WHAT A PLEASURE

...and none did it faster than  
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REMEMBERING JACK VAN BERG 7
“He didn't run a school--he ran a school of hard knocks. But if you 
were tough enough, didn't mind working and paid attention, you 
could learn something. He made a man out of me and I'm forever 
grateful for that.” --Frank Brothers

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 10
At New Year's time, we thought it appropriate to ask our racing 
community for their resolutions. Up today: Boyd Browning.

TODAY’S GRADED STAKES
EST Race Click for TV
2:30a Hopeful S.-G1, NAK --------------- -----

PRESIDENT & CO-PUBLISHER

Barry Weisbord  @barryweisbord

barryweisbord@thetdn.com

SR. V.P. & CO-PUBLISHER

Sue Morris Finley  @suefinley

suefinley@thetdn.com

V.P., INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

Gary King  @garykingTDN

garyking@thetdn.com

EDITORIAL

editor@thetdn.com

Editor-in-Chief

Jessica Martini  @JessMartiniTDN

Managing Editor

Alan Carasso  @EquinealTDN

Senior Editor

Steve Sherack  @SteveSherackTDN

Racing Editor

Brian DiDonato  @BDiDonatoTDN

News and Features Editor

Ben Massam  @BMassamTDN

Associate Editors

Christie DeBernardis  @CDeBernardisTDN

Joe Bianca  @JBiancaTDN

Assistant Editor

Bobby Klatt

ADVERTISING

advertising@thetdn.com

Director of Advertising

Alycia Borer

Advertising Manager

Lia Best

Advertising Designer

Amanda Crelin

Advertising Assistants

Alexa Reisfield

Michelle Benson

Photo Editor/Dir. of Distribution 

Sarah K. Andrew  @SarahKAndrew

photos@thetdn.com

Social Media Strategist

Justina Severni

Director of Customer Service

Vicki Forbes

customerservice@thetdn.com

Marketing Manager

Alayna Cullen  @AlaynaCullen

Director of Information Technology

Ray Villa

rayvilla@thetdn.com

Bookkeeper

Terry May

media.vista@verizon.net 

WORLDWIDE INFORMATION

International Editor

Kelsey Riley  @kelseynrileyTDN

kelseynriley@thetdn.com

European Editor

Emma Berry

emmaberry@thetdn.com

Associate International Editor

Heather Anderson  @HLAndersonTDN

Newmarket Bureau, Cafe Racing

Sean Cronin & Tom Frary

caferacing@thetdn.com

60 Broad Street, Suite 100 

Red Bank, NJ 07701

732-747-8060 | 732-747-8955 (fax)

www.TheTDN.com

Late Hall of Fame trainer Jack Van Berg pictured with 1987 GI Kentucky Derby winner

and1988 Horse of the Year Alysheba. Our coverage of his passing continues on 

page 3.   | Horsephotos.com
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Alysheba, with Chris McCarron aboard, winning the 

1987 Kentucky Derby | Horsephotos 

Jack Van Berg Dead cont.

   Van Berg was born on June 7, 1936 in Columbus, Neb. At the

age of 49 in 1985--two years before Alysheba won the 

GI Kentucky Derby and GI Preakness S.--he was elected to the

National Museum of Racing=s Hall of Fame in Saratoga Springs,

N.Y. That honor came 15 years after his late father was

inducted. At the time of his death, Van Berg was the

longest-tenured trainer in the Hall of Fame. 

   When he joined the sport=s all-timers, Van Berg said,

AInduction into the Hall of Fame is the greatest honor that racing

can offer. To be recognized by racing men throughout the

country is what trainers dream about when they start their

careers. The greatest influence on my career was, of course, my

father, as good a horseman as ever lived, and it makes me

doubly proud that I have followed him in the Hall of Fame.@

   Marion Van Berg, who died in 1971, was a standout trainer

and owner. He led or shared the title for most wins by an owner

in a season 14 times between 1952 and 1970. He led in purse

money won by an owner four times. The final three of those

leading owner titles 1968-1970, came while his son was training

the stable and emerging as a national force. Jack Van Berg was

the leading trainer in victories in a season nine times between

between 1968 and 1986. In 1976, he won a record 496 races, a

mark that stood until 2004 when it was eclipsed by Steve

Asmussen=s 555 wins.

   Van Berg began working for his father as an 8-year-old and

trained horses in his own name for approximately 65 years.

Equibase stats show that he began with 10 starts in 1957.

However, other biographies say he had his trainer=s license

when he was 16 and that he won his first stakes race--the

George Brandeis H. at Ak-Sar-Ben--with Dagahza in the

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/411120903;208429058;u
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Jack Van Berg | Coady

 mid-1950s. In 2017, he won with 42 of 269 starters. His final

victory was with Star Dog on Nov. 17 at Churchill Downs. His last

graded stakes win came in 1995.

   Alysheba won 11 of 26 starts in a three-year career and retired

following his victory in the 1988 Breeders= Cup Classic with a

then-record $6,679,242 in earnings. He was the 3-year-old male

champion of 1987 when he won the Kentucky Derby, Preakness

and Super Derby and was fourth in his bid for the Triple Crown

in the GI Belmont S. Alysheba won a total of nine Grade I races.

He was third in the 1986 GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile, was second

by a nose to Ferdinand in the 1987 Classic and provided Van

Berg with his Breeders= Cup victory in the =88 Classic. In addition

to the 1988 Horse of the Year title, he was the champion older

male for winning seven of nine starts.

   AI=ll always remember his dedication to the welfare of the

horse,@ Chris McCarron, regular pilot of Alysheba, told TDN. AHe

was not easy to work for. He was a strict mentor. He demanded

as much from everybody who worked for him that he put into

the job himself, which was a lot of hours and hard work. He

could do everything: float teeth, correctively shoe a horse. He

knew a horse from the inside out. He was the all-around

consummate horseman. He was very conscientious.@

   The son of Alydar out of Bel Sheba was owned by the

Scharbauer family and became an incredibly popular runner.

Before the decision to retire him to stud was finalized, Van Berg

said he Awas going to talk awfully hard in favor@ of keeping him

in training for another season. ALosing him, would be like losing

your leg,@ Van Berg said.

   After the victory in the 1988 Classic at Churchill Downs, Van

Berg said, AI don=t know how many people they had here today,

but they were all hollering for him. They had a sign out there,

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/411120903;208429058;u
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 >Alysheba for President!= He=s got my vote, I can tell you that.

He=s done so much. He=s traveled everywhere we=re asked him

to go--one end of the United States to the other--and he gives it

his best effort every time.@

   Alysheba clipped heels with Bet Twice, stumbled badly and

came close to going down near the three-sixteenths pole of the

Derby. Jockey Chris McCarron got him back on his feet and

running again and he won by three-quarters of a length over Bet

Twice. Van Berg wept and after composing himself said. AI don=t

remember ever feeling this way before.@ Later, Van Berg said,

AHad tears in my eyes after the race. Like some little girl. And I

lost my voice. First time in my life I was speechless. This is

awfully hard, to get a horse ready for the first Saturday in May.

Horses are like tomatoes. They spoil easily. That=s why I broke

down. There=s no greater feeling.@

   Preakness winner Gate Dancer helped carry Van Berg to the

1984 Eclipse Award. During that season, Gate Dancer also won

the GI Super Derby and GIII Ak-Sar-Ben Omaha Gold Cup. Gate

Dancer also finished second by a head to Wild Again and was

DQ=d to third in the inaugural running of the Breeders= Cup

Classic. It was the start of a frustrating run in the Classic--Gate

Dancer was second by a head to Proud Truth in =85 and Alysheba

was a nose loser in 1987--prior to Alysheba=s win by a

half-length over Seeking the Gold in 1988.

   Van Berg=s Bold Ego was second in the 1981 Preakness and

Blumin Affair was third in the 1994 Kentucky Derby. Other top

horses he trained were Grade I winners Vilzak and Fit to Scout

and Grade II winners Herat , Bold Style, Alysbelle, Beyond

Perfection and French Seventyfive. 

   Van Berg is survived by a son, trainer, Tom Van Berg, and three

daughters, Tori, Tammy and Traci. He was predeceased earlier

this year by another son, trainer Tim Van Berg. Funeral services

are pending.
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REMEMBRANCES

Chris McCarron | Coady

   AHis outstanding horsemanship was only exceeded by his

wonderful character. He gave and gave

and gave. He attended countless charity

functions over the years. He was a great

auctioneer. Decades ago, when his dad

owned a cattle company in Oklahoma,

he learned how to be an auctioneer and

he was a very good one. But what he

was really good at was getting people to

spend money at these events. We had a

fundraiser for the Don MacBeth Fund in

1988. I loved this oil painting. It was a 

painting of a jockey donning his silks. He

was very pensive, and I could just see

the strategy going through his mind. I

was bidding against John Mabee, and I

told my wife Judy I had no shot. Jack

was the auctioneer, and the bidding got

to about $5,000 and Jack says, >McCarron, if you want to keep

the mount on that colt [Alysheba] you=d better keep on bidding.=

I ended up paying about twice as much as I should. Mr. Mabee

was kind. He let me off the hook at $10,000.

   Here=s another funny little side story: on Derby Day in 1987,

Judy wanted to avoid the congestion and the bedlam that is

Churchill Downs on Derby Day. There used to be an escalator

leading up to the jocks= room that

was glass-enclosed. Judy was

sitting on the bench with a

security guard as the riders were

coming out and going down to the

paddock, and she had a cardboard

box and in it was a sparrow. The

bird had flown in and was stuck

and she put the sparrow in a box.

She said to me, `Can you go back

up there and get some water and

some saltine crackers, and we=ll

grind them up for the bird.= At one

point, after the Derby, Judy shared

that story with Jack. Jack said,

`That bird had better be on the

van to Pimlico,= and sure enough,

we brought that bird. 

  I talked to him last week in the hospital in Little Rock, after his

niece sent me a message that he had taken a turn for the worse.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/animal-kingdom?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Animal%20Kingdom&utm_campaign=Stallions
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It=s as easy as 1, 2... Want to get your TDN in just two clicks? 

Download our iOS app from the App Store. Click for video. Frank Brothers | Horsephotos

Last night, he was suffering some respiratory failure. I talked to

Traci, his daughter, this morning at about eight and she said he

had given them a directive that he didn=t want to be put on life

support. She called me two hours later and told me that he had

passed. He=s going to be sorely missed.@ --Chris McCarron

   AI worked for him for 10 years before I went out on my own. He

didn=t run a school--he ran a school of hard knocks. But if you

were tough enough, didn=t mind working and paid attention, you

could learn something. He made a man out of me and I=m

forever grateful for that. He was just a terrfic guy. He was fair.

He was tough. And he was a man of his word and just one hell of

a guy. Most people that spent some time around him--he made

them better as people and as horseman.@  --Frank Brothers

 

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://youtu.be/N7eiLDRaeNY
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Sol Kumin | Sarah Andrew

DO STATS REFLECT ECLIPSE-WORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS? cont.

from p1

   AUnfortunately, for two reasons [Kumin=s] statistics are not

counted or compiled in your packets,@ Crow wrote. AThe first is

because he runs under a few

different stable names. The

second is that he owns many of

the horses in partnership with

other owners. As partnerships

become ever more important in

owning racehorses, I feel that

we need to take a closer look at

the accomplishments of these

owners, and consider their

achievements in a new light.@

   Since first entering the sport

as an owner in 2014, Kumin, a

Boston-based equity hedge fund

manager, has been instrumental

in putting together multiple

partnerships with two or three

other people that are largely

based on acquiring ownership interests in in-training racehorses.

   Crow wrote that based upon her own research that is not

reflected in the voting materials, Kumin=s various partnerships in

2017 (Sheep Pond Partners, Head of Plains Partners, Madaket

Stables, Monomoy Stables) accounted for 26 graded stakes wins

total, including seven Grade I

victories. Both of those

categories are more than double

the graded and Grade I win

totals of the next closest

competitors.

   The prevalence of partnerships

can be seen in other high-end

aspects of racing in 2017 too,

Crow wrote: All three winners of

this year=s Triple Crown races,

plus the winners of the GI

Breeders= Cup Classic and GI

Breeders= Cup Juvenile, were

collectively owned by more than

one ownership interest.

   AIt is my understanding that

because of the way racetracks

report ownerships it is too

difficult for DRF/The Jockey Club who are compiling the data for

the packets to break out individual owner/entity statistics,@

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/frosted?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Frosted&utm_campaign=Stallions
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Crow wrote. AIn the past, this might not have been as important,

but as partnerships become more common than single

ownership, it is clear the future of racing is shifting to the way

Sol Kumin operates his stable. Several of the biggest operations

in racing--Stonestreet, WinStar, Three Chimneys and Coolmore--

all ran in partnership with other owners in 2017.@

   In 2016, Kumin was honored with the New Owner of the Year

award, which is sponsored by OwnerView as a way to recognize

entry-level participants who make a positive impact on racing.

But the more subjective criteria for that award are not based on

the statistics-driven information that usually carries the voting in

the annual Eclipse Awards.  

   AEverybody who owns horses knows how much work goes into

running a stable,@ Kumin said when reached via phone on

Tuesday. AAnd at the end of the year, you take a good look at

the finished product--what did you do well, what did you not do

well, where can you improve? And I think when I look at the full

body of work this year, I=m pretty proud of it. Then when I think

about how we did it, I think we did it in a really impressive way.@

   Kumin said that lobbying for Eclipse voting is not his style, but

he does feel that it=s important for the sport to reconsider the

increasing role that partnerships play in attracting now owners

to the game.

   AIt=s hard for me to talk like this, because it=s not really my

personality,@ Kumin said. ABut some outfits are able to go to a

sale and spend $10 or $15 million, and we spend significantly

less putting together partnerships.

   AMoving forward, the voting criteria should evolve as the sport

changes,@ Kumin continued. AI think it would be great for the

sport to recognize new blood, younger people with a different

perspective, and new ways to approach the game differently,

especially in a sport where things have been done one way for a

long time. I think when you look at the biggest owners in the

game, many of them are doing it differently.@ -@thorntontd
(Return to p1)

"   "   "
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Boyd Browning | Fasig-Tipton photo

At New Year=s time, we thought it appropriate to ask our racing

community for their resolutions. Each participant was asked for

one racing-related resolution, and one non-racing one. Up today:

Boyd Browning. 

Boyd Browning, President, Fasig-Tipton

My New Year=s resolution is to follow wonderful advice from

Warren Buffet, both personally and professionally.

�   �

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/resolutions-boyd-browning/
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2017 Leading Sires of 2YOs by Winners
for stallions standing in North America through Tuesday, Dec. 26

Earnings and Black-type represents worldwide figures & stud fees are for 2017

Rank Stallion BTW BTH GSW GSH G1SW G1SH Starters Wnrs Highest Earner   Earnings

1 Scat Daddy   7  15   6  10    2    3       83   39   $706,652  $3,431,001

(2004) by Johannesburg  Stands: Ashford Stud USA (Dead) Mendelssohn

2 Into Mischief   5  12   1   4   --   --       85   35   $185,229  $2,277,293

(2005) by Harlan's Holiday  Stands: Spendthrift Farm KY  Fee: $75,000 Aveenu Malcainu

3 Violence   4   6  --   2   --   --       65   31   $134,580  $1,552,106

(2010) by Medaglia d'Oro  Stands: Hill 'n' Dale Farms KY  Fee: $15,000 Cosmic Burst

4 Overanalyze   4   6  --   2   --    1       64   26   $237,000  $1,656,158

(2010) by Dixie Union  Stands: WinStar Farm KY  Fee: $10,000 Piedi Bianchi

5 Midnight Lute   2   7  --   3   --    1       57   24   $159,757  $1,362,921

(2003) by Real Quiet  Stands: Hill 'n' Dale Farms KY  Fee: $20,000 Aheadbyacentury

6 Tapit  --   1  --  --   --   --       59   24    $71,438  $1,213,281

(2001) by Pulpit  Stands: Gainesway Farm KY  Fee: $300,000 Swing Beat

7 Trappe Shot   1   4  --   1   --   --       47   23    $91,080    $887,599

(2007) by Tapit  Stands: Claiborne Farm KY  Fee: $7,500 Beautiful Shot

8 Kitten's Joy   3   9   3   5   --    2       61   22   $402,507  $1,572,490

(2001) by El Prado (Ire)  Stands: Ramsey Farm KY  Fee: $100,000 Gendarme

9 Colonel John   3   7  --   1   --   --       49   22    $93,985    $926,331

(2005) by Tiznow  Stands: Jeju Stud KY  Fee: Private Respect the Hustle

10 Speightstown   2   2  --   1   --   --       41   21   $268,861  $1,194,353

(1998) by Gone West Stands: WinStar Farm KY  Fee: $100,000 Molto Allegro

11 Creative Cause   4   5   1   1   --   --       55   21   $170,415  $1,066,968

(2009) by Giant's Causeway  Stands: Airdrie Stud KY  Fee: $15,000 Significant Form

12 More Than Ready   3   8   3   5    1    1       64   20   $685,000  $2,110,307

(1997) by Southern Halo  S tands: WinStar Farm KY  Fee: $60,000 Rushing Fall

13 Uncle Mo   4   8   1   2    1    1       44   20   $270,000  $1,178,845

(2008) by Indian Charlie  Stands: Ashford Stud KY  Fee: $150,000 Dream Tree

14 Jimmy Creed   2   6   1   2   --    1       44   20   $188,400    $845,173

(2009) by Distorted Humor  Stands: Spendthrift Farm KY  Fee: $5,000 Spectator

15 War Front   3   5   1   2    1    2       43   19   $640,427  $1,543,011

(2002) by Danzig  Stands: Claiborne Farm KY  Fee: $250,000 U S Navy Flag

http://WWW.THETDN.COM/TDN-SIRE-STATS/
https://www.darleyamerica.com?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=Banner&utm_content=Branding&utm_campaign=Stallions
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We are pleased to announce an increase 
in Breeder Awards for maidens 

beginning in January 2018!
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INDUSTRY INFO

Thursday, Aqueduct, post time: 3:34 p.m. ET
EAST VIEW S., $100,000, (S), 2yo, f, 1m
PP HORSE SIRE JOCKEY TRAINER ML
1 Cryinthemoonlight Street Cry (Ire) Davis Baker 7-2
2 Southern Gal Scat Daddy Rocco Jr Casse 12-1
3 Salty Smile Bellamy Road Navarro Rodriguez 15-1
4 Miss Jen Mission Impazible Lopez Ryerson 20-1
5 Cause We Are Loyal Creative Cause Alvarado Hennig 4-1
6 English Soul English Channel Franco Handal 3-1
7 Miss Mystique Teuflesberg Carmouche Gyarmati 6-1
8 Purely Lucky Lookin At Lucky I Ortiz Jr Cox 5-1
9 Rachel’s Big Moon Bodemeister M Garcia Jerkens 10-1

Wednesday=s Results:

8th-TAM, $20,000, Msw, 12-27, 2yo, 1mT, 1:36.90, fm.

REAL STORY (g, 2, Fast Bullet--My Own Story, by Lasting

Approval), backed down to 55-10 while looking to become the

eighth winner for his late freshman sire (by Speightstown),

broke sharply from the rail and went straight to the front. Doling

out splits of :24.47 and :49.14, he was confronted by Big Agenda

(Data Link) into the lane, but stiff-armed that foe gamely to don

cap and gown by a nose. The winner is a half to My Afleet

(Afleet Alex), SW, $360,312; a soon-to-be 2-year-old full-brother

to My Afleet; and a Lea colt born earlier this term. My Own

Story was bred back to Afleet Alex this past season. Lifetime

Record: 1-1-0-0, $11,600. Click for the Equibase.com chart or

VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Jeffrey S. Amling & Merriebelle Stable LLC; B-J. Amling &

Merriefield Farm (KY); T-Ignacio Correas, IV. 

New Florida Sire Stakes for Older Horses Announced:

   Lonny Powell, CEO of the Florida Thoroughbred Breeders' &

Owners' Association, and P. J. Campo, vice president of racing

for The Stronach Group, have announced that the FTBOA will be

sponsoring a new Florida Sire Stakes race at Gulfstream in 2018

and offering a new FSS bonus to be attached to the GI Florida

Derby.

   The new race, The FTBOA Wildcat Heir Florida Sire S., will offer

a purse of $150,000 and will be open to FTBOA registered FSS

eligible 3-year-olds and older. The Wildcat Heir will be run at a

mile on the dirt on the final Saturday of the Summer meet, 

Sept. 29, and will be run as a co-feature on a card featuring

more than $1 million in Florida-bred prize money.

   "The creation this year of the Wildcat Heir is just one of

several examples of how we continue to evolve and grow the

Florida Sire S., which is a very important promotional and

economic platform for our Florida breeders, stallion owners and

thoroughbred industry," Powell said. "The FSS is our major

stakes and special race purse enhancement contribution to our

state's racing programs and directly benefits Florida owners and

trainers. We are very excited to offer our first Sire Stakes for

older horses and think it will be a nice addition to an already big

FSS card and day at Gulfstream.@

   In addition to sponsoring the new stake races, the Ocala-based

state breeders' association is offering a new $100,000

"Win-Only" bonus should an FSS eligible horse win the track's

Florida Derby. The FTBOA will also offer FSS "Win-Only" bonuses

on two of the track's popular summer stakes fixtures for

3-year-olds, the GIII Carry Back S. and the $75,000 Azalea S.

The Stronach Group to Continue Its Long-term Support for the

Jockeys= Guild:

   The Stronach Group announced Wednesday that it will

continue its long-term support of the Jockeys= Guild and its

member jockeys.

   Under the terms of an agreement, effective Jan. 1, each of the

six Stronach Group racetracks will continue to make payments

to the Jockeys= Guild to subsidize health, life, and accident

insurances, as well as short-term and long-term disability

benefits for jockeys who are members of the Guild.

   Tim Ritvo, Chief Operating Officer of The Stronach Group,

commented: "We're extremely pleased to continue our work

with the Jockeys' Guild. Guild members compete in our highest

profile events such as the Pegasus World Cup Invitational and

the Preakness S. We're honored to support the men and women

of the Guild who risk their lives every day while continuing to

work as ambassadors for our sport. As someone who rode and

had a son who also rode, I know the importance of health, life

and disability insurance as well as benefits for all Guild

members." Cont. p2

                                                               

http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=8&BorP=P&TID=TAM&CTRY=USA&DT=12/27/2017&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201712271553TAM8/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/new-florida-sire-stakes-for-older-horses-announced/
http://horsemenstrack.com/
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Declaration of War could get his 12th winner if third timer War

Tom breaks through at Fair Grounds Thursday | Coolmore Photo

Stronach Group cont. 

   Terry Meyocks, National Manager of the Guild said, AWe are

truly appreciative of the strong working relationship that we

have with The Stronach Group and what they are doing now, as

well as everything they have done over the years, for the Guild

and its members. During the past year, we began working

together to address severe and traumatic brain injuries in our

sport and to promote a safe racing environment for everyone. 

This is just yet another example of how Mr. Stronach, Belinda,

and the rest of members of The Stronach Group, have

demonstrated their ongoing support of our jockeys and the

sport of horseracing.@

First-crop starters to watch: Thursday, December 28
Farm and fee represent current information

Declaration of War (War Front), Ashford Stud, $40,000

135 foals of racing age/11 winners/3 black-type winners

8-FG, Msw 5 1/2fT, WAR TOM, 5-1

$135,000 KEE NOV wnl; $130,000 KEE SEP yrl

El Padrino (Pulpit), Northview PA, $5,000

53 foals of racing age/11 winners/0 black-type winners

2-PEN, Msw 6f, JAZZ HALL, 6-1

 

Emcee (Unbridled's Song), Sequel Stallions New York, $7,500

32 foals of racing age/2 winners/0 black-type winners

2-AQU, Msw 1m, ANNE'S SONG, 8-1

$16,000 FTN MIX yrl

 

Flat Out (Flatter), Spendthrift Farm, $10,000

104 foals of racing age/19 winners/1 black-type winner

5-TP, Msw 6 1/2f, FLAT OUT FAST, 6-1

 

Freedom Child (Malibu Moon), Country Life Farm, $3,500

36 foals of racing age/7 winners/1 black-type winner

2-PEN, Msw 6f, SHES JULIA CHILD, 6-1

 

The Lumber Guy (Grand Slam), dead/retired/exported USA,

$5,000

25 foals of racing age/1 winner/0 black-type winners

2-AQU, Msw 1m, FINLEE, 30-1

$14,000 RNA FTN MIX wnl; $5,000 OBS AUG yrl; $21,000 EAS

MAY 2yo

 

Take Charge Indy (A.P. Indy), Kor, $20,000

103 foals of racing age/23 winners/2 black-type winners

8-FG, Msw 5 1/2fT, CHUCK'S DREAM, 4-1

$40,000 FTK JUL yrl; $80,000 FTF MAR 2yo

2-AQU, Msw 1m, SPLIT TIME, 6-5

$62,000 SAR AUG yrl

 

Trinniberg (Teuflesberg), Rockridge Stud, $7,500

11 foals of racing age/1 winner/1 black-type winner

2-AQU, Msw 1m, FOREVER DREAMS, 4-1

$10,000 FTN MIX wnl

Second-crop starters to watch: Thursday, December 28

Farm and fee represent current information

Bodemeister (Empire Maker), WinStar Farm, $30,000

262 foals of racing age/71 winners/5 black-type winners

7-AQU, $100K East View S., 1m, RACHEL'S BLUE MOON, 10-1

 

Country Day (Speightstown), Crestwood Farm, $3,500

60 foals of racing age/13 winners/0 black-type winners

8-FG, Msw 5 1/2fT, BORA BORA, 8-1

 

Creative Cause (Giant's Causeway), Airdrie Stud, $15,000

174 foals of racing age/70 winners/8 black-type winners

7-AQU, $100K East View S., 1m, CAUSE WE ARE LOYAL, 4-1

$65,000 SAR AUG yrl; $120,000 FTF MAR 2yo

 

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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BREEDERS’ EDITION

The Factor (War Front), Lane's End Farm, $15,000
219 foals of racing age/77 winners/8 black-type winners
2-AQU, Msw 1m, BREEZY GAL, 6-1
$130,000 KEE NOV wnl; $60,000 KEE SEP yrl; $120,000 OBS APR
2yo
4-FG, Msw 1mT, FINDING VALUE, 4-1
$67,000 KEE NOV wnl; $70,000 RNA KEE SEP yrl; $150,000 OBS
APR 2yo
 
Get Stormy (Stormy Atlantic), Crestwood Farm, $5,000
144 foals of racing age/36 winners/2 black-type winners
8-FG, Msw 5 1/2fT, DRAGON DREW, 6-1
 
Mission Impazible (Unbridled's Song), Sequel Stallions New
York, $7,500
121 foals of racing age/29 winners/2 black-type winners
7-AQU, $100K East View S., 1m, MISS JEN, 20-1
$5,500 FTN MIX wnl; $21,000 OBS AUG yrl; $32,000 OBS OPN
2yo
  
To Honor and Serve (Bernardini), Gainesway Farm, $20,000
173 foals of racing age/69 winners/1 black-type winner
5-TP, Msw 6 1/2f, HOWARDSTOWN, 20-1

Thursday, December 28, 2017
9th-NKY, -19,490,000 ($176k), Allowance, 2yo, 1200m
   MR MELODY (c, 2, Scat Daddy--Trusty Lady, by Deputy
Minister) turned in a stunning career debut over this distance at
Tokyo Nov. 4, defeating subsequent two-time winner Ryono
Tesoro (Justin Phillip) by a resounding eight lengths (video, gate
1) in track-record time before finishing runner-up when last seen
at Chukyo Dec. 2. A half-brother to GSP Trendy Lady (Unbridled=s
Song), Mr Melody is a maternal grandson of MGSW & MGISP
Klassy Kim (Silent Screen). Bought back for $75K as a KEENOV
weanling, Mr Melody was a $100K KEESEP yearling before
fetching $400K as an OBSAPR breezer. B-Bell Tower
Thoroughbreds (KY)

11th-NKY, Hopeful S.-G1, -136k ($1.2m), 2yo, 2000mT
   Fresh off his win atop Kitasan Black (Jpn) (Black Tide {Jpn}) in
the G1 Arima Kinen, Yutaka Take pilots GENDARME (c, 2,
Kitten=s Joy--Believe {Jpn}, by Sunday Silence) as he looks to
stay perfect in three starts. The homebred graduated at first
asking over 1600m in September (video, gate 6) and made it two
in a row when annexing the G2 Daily Hai Nisai S. at Kyoto Nov.

11 (video, gate 3). A son of Koji Maeda=s champion sprinter,
Gendarme is kin to MSW & G1SP Faridat (Kingmambo) and hails
for the deeper female family of US Horse of the Year Lady=s
Secret (Secretariat). B-North Hills Co Limited (KY)

11th-HSN, -42,300,000 ($373k), Open Class, 3yo/up, 1800m
   RESONATOR (c, 3, Blame--Bluegrass Sara, by Tabasco Cat)
capped a three-race winning streak with a handy victory through
the Nakayama slop in April (video, gate 9) and makes his first
appearance since a highly creditable and narrowly beaten fourth
in the Listed Japan Dirt Derby back in July (video, gate 10) where
he lost third on the wire. The $130K KEESEP yearling is out of a
multiple stakes-winning dam whose SW half-sister Richbabe
(Richman) bred GSWs Street Babe (Street Sense) and
Richwoman (Successful Appeal). B-Hubert Vester (KY) B Alan
Carasso

ALLOWANCE RESULTS:
9th-SA, $62,438, (NW1$X)/Opt. Clm ($40,000), 12-26, 3yo/up,
1mT, 1:35.26, fm.
SPANISH HOMBRE (g, 4, Spaniard--My Kitty {SW, $177,665}, by
Catienus) Lifetime Record: 24-5-1-7, $172,315. O-Chris Curtis;
B-Chad Austin Reed (KY); T-Jack Carava. *$45,000 Ylg '14 KEESEP. 

2nd-MVR, $36,500, (S), 12-27, 3yo/up, 6f, 1:08.63, ft.
ALTISSIMO (g, 4, Noble Causeway--Great Goin Rose {SP}, by
Albert the Great) Lifetime Record: SP, 24-7-3-3, $153,513. 
O-Nancy Lavrich & Elizabeth Rankin; B-Nancy J Lavrich & Niknar
Farm LLC (OH); T-Richard Zielinski. *1/2 to Uptown Gal (Don=t
Get Mad), $140,980. 

4th-MVR, $30,500, (NW3X)/Opt. Clm ($20,000), 12-27, 3yo/up,
1m, 1:35.58, ft.
JOCKER JUSTICE (c, 3, Stay Thirsty--Erica's Melody, by
Unbridled's Song) Lifetime Record: SW, 15-5-2-1, $158,836. 
O-Justice Farm; B-Justice Farm, Greg Justice (OH); T-Aaron M.
West. *$20,000 RNA Wlg '14 KEENOV; $45,000 RNA Ylg '15
KEESEP. 

                                                                   

                                                               

Real Story (Fast Bullet) takes them all 
the way at first asking.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=the+factor
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=mission+impazible
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=to+honor+and+serve
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Scat%20Daddy&log=#tot
https://youtu.be/MBlChZpgYFU
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Kitten's%20Joy&log=#tot
https://youtu.be/KfmK8_ESHZQ
https://youtu.be/kacJ4C6SGRw
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Blame&log=#tot
https://youtu.be/XD6OWmBnsRY
https://youtu.be/nptwA9wo9Fg?t=21
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=stay+thirsty
http://www.twinspires.com/content/?utm_source=thoroughbreddailynews&utm_medium=newsletterbanner&utm_content=&utm_campaign=100si
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/notable-us-breds-in-japan-dec-28-2017/
http://www.thetdn.com/race-replays/


https://www.carma4horses.org/
http://cthfcares.org/


 

THURSDAY, 28 DECEMBER 2017

IN TDN AMERICA TODAY
HALL OF FAME TRAINER JACK VAN BERG PASSES AWAY
Eclipse Award-winner Jack Van Berg, who trained the brilliant

Alysheba (Alydar), passed away on Wednesday morning. He was

81. Click or tap here to go straight to TDN America.

FARRELL ENJOYING
WORLDWIDE SUCCESS

By Kelsey Riley

   Marette Farrell describes her life in the bloodstock business as

Aa bit of a web,@ with each career-building opportunity naturally

leading into another. While it is true that the Thoroughbred

industry tends to present its keen participants with a myriad of

opportunities for growth, it is up to the aspirant to seize them to

full effect, and that is certainly what Farrell has done in a lifelong

career in the business.

   Farrell, an Irish native who resides in Kentucky, recently

passed the 10-year milestone of operating her full-service

bloodstock agency Exhale Enterprises, but the roots of her

success--which has included an attachment to Grade I winners

like Dr. Zic, Hard Not To Like, Palace Episode, Rigoletta, Sharla

Rae, Spring In The Air, Collected, Noted and Quoted,

Champagne Room and Zipessa--began on her family=s

Knockatrina House Stud and a fateful trip to the Doncaster 2-

year-old sales with her father, Canice, and his good friend Paddy

Burns at around age 12.

   AI was really into showjumping initially but my dad took me to

the sales over in England one time with [Paddy Burns], who was

my dad=s really good pal,@ Farrell said. AWe went to Doncaster

and for whatever reason, that was it. I became one of those

little sales brats; dad would take me out of school and I=d go up

to the sales and hang out.@

   Farrell said it was the speed of the racetrack that hooked her,

but she also had an inherent interest in sport and human

athletics, enjoying a successful hockey career and a stint in track

and field while studying physical education in university. She

said playing on the Irish Under 21s and Senior Ladies Hockey

Team gave her both life and practical experience that became

part of the foundation for her future career in racing.

   AWe were really lucky because we traveled all over,@ she said.

AWe were amateurs, but we went to India for six weeks for the

world championships. We=d spend a month in Germany and

Spain for training sessions. I got to travel a lot and I saw a lot,

and I think you learn a lot when you have to dig deep and deal

with getting on the team, not getting on the team, learning to

work with people, being a team player.@

Farrell=s hockey career also provided her a deep appreciation for

alternative therapies, for which she is a firm advocate to this day

and which she studied under Dr. Earl Sutherland in the early

2000s. Cont. p2

Marette and Gai at Magic Millions in 2016 | Magic Millions photo

http://tattersalls.com/
http://www.frbc.fr/
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Farrell Enjoying Worldwide Success Cont. from p1

   AI hurt my back really badly when I was playing hockey,@ she

said. AI was basically told I=d never ride again and I=d probably

never play hockey again. I went to Blackrock clinic, which is the

best clinic in Ireland and did all the things you=re supposed to

do. I ended up going back to a lady who I used to play hockey

with and she figured out it was my back--they didn=t even know

it was my back and it was [discovered through] doing physical

therapy and hands-on massage. I=ve seen what it can do, and it=s

important because these horses are athletes. They need a little

bit of help. The best trainers in the world use all those

therapies.@

   While Farrell enjoyed a successful career in sport she said she

Aalways@ intended to make her way in the Thoroughbred

business, and the first giant step in that direction was a stint

with trainer John Hammond in Chantilly while she awaited the

approval of her American visa. 

   AI was really lucky because that was the time he had Suave

Dancer, Dear Doctor, Polar Falcon--good horse after good

horse,@ she said. AUnlike today where there are a lot of girls

riding, there were actually only two of us. He had over 100

horses, and I was in one yard and there was a Swedish girl in

another yard. It was daunting in one sense but it was amazing. It

was so magical to ride out there in the mornings in Chantilly.@ 

   Farrell=s arrival in the U.S. in the early 90s kicked off a with a

succession of stints working for some of the finest horse people

in various facets of the industry, including a tenure as assistant

to trainer Niall O=Callaghan.

   AI=d always had an interest in the 2-year-old sales from working

with my dad and Paddy Burns,@ she said. AThe track was a lot of

travel and I was with the second string so I was traveling

everywhere. I usually had two bags: one for my work clothes

and one for normal stuff. And my car. I was lucky that a lot of

what I did was with the 2-year-olds and I loved trying to figure

them out.@

   Farrell=s time with O=Callaghan was succeeded by a longer

term with top pinhookers Jerry and Leslie Bailey.

   AI went to work for Jerry Bailey for seven or eight years, and I

did all the sales for him,@ she said. AAgain I was very lucky

because that was in his hey day when he was trotting out all

those really good horses--Honour and Glory, I used to ride him

every day and I loved him.@

   Farrell said that in everything she has done, Athere=s been a

connection that just kicked me on to the next thing,@ and that

was what happened in 2001 when her friend Kim Brette asked

her to go to Dubai to help her and her husband Peter Brette, at

the time an assistant trainer at Godolphin, for a year. Peter

Brette would later become assistant to American trainer

Michael Matz and the workrider of GI Kentucky Derby winner

Barbaro. Cont. p3

Marette Farrell purchased this year=s Pacific Classic winner

Collected for Speedway Stable | Benoit

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Marette Farrell | Fasig-Tipton

Farrell Enjoying Worldwide Success Cont.

   AKim asked me to go over there and help them,@ Farrell said.

AJust to see how it all worked out there, it was a great time. And

I knew I was just going to be there for a finite time.@

   Farrell admits that when she returned to America from Dubai

she was at Aa little bit of a crossroads@ deciding on her next

career move when an opportunity arose with Headley Bell of

Mill Ridge Farm and Nicoma Bloodstock. She describes the

decision to take that job as a Aturning point.@ 

   AIt was a pivotal point for me because then I was moving away

from where I thought I was going,@ she said. AHeadley and I were

like two 180s: he was really into pedigrees and all that and I was

all about, >well that=s a beautiful horse, why are we not doing

that?= But I think we both came to the middle and

complimented each other. I got a lot out of that.@

   After four years with Bell, opportunity yet again came calling,

and this time it was the First Lady of Racing long distance from

Australia.

   AAgain, someone just comes along and says, >you need to do

this,= and you know how persuasive Gai is,@ Farrell said.

ASuddenly I=m on a plane going to Australia, thinking, >what am I

doing?!=@

Cont. p4
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Farrell Enjoying Worldwide Success Cont.

   AI love her and I learned a lot from her and the way she

conducted her business,@ Farrell said. AOur characters are

completely the opposite, but I really respect her. I was exposed

to a lot and I learned a lot about Australian pedigrees. I did all

the writeups for her when she was selling horses. So when

[present-day client Greg] Goodman was talking about going

down for the [Teeley] dispersal a few years ago at Magic

Millions, he asked me, >Marette, do you know anything about

Australian pedigrees?= Well, let me tell you, it all came back.@

   Farrell shares some words of wisdom passed on to her by

Waterhouse: AAs a woman in this business, you have to work

twice as hard, for twice as long and be twice as good just to get

half the recognition.@ Farrell said throughout her career, and

since launching her own business upon her return from Australia

in 2007, she has found this to be true, but she said she has also

found that so many people have given her a chance, and that

Agood people filter to the top regardless of whether you=re male

or female.@

   AYou have to prove yourself to people [as a woman],@ she said.

ABut by the same token the people that are with me have been

with me from the beginning. When I came back from Gai, Mr.

Goodman [of Mt. Brilliant Farm] gave me a phone call and said,

>Marette, do you want to come over to the farm and have a

chat,= and then he said, >I=d love to have you do my bloodstock

stuff.= I know what I know and I know what I can do, but it=s just

part of the industry. But the doors have definitely opened so

much over the last few years. Like what I said about working in

France, when there were 100-plus horses and only two girls.

Now there are a lot of girls on the racetrack, riding and assistant

trainers; they=ve been allowed to show what they can do. I work

with some really great people and they=ve let me do it. It=s a bit

of both, you have to be good to be allowed. I think everything

levels out in the end.@

   Today, in addition to Mt. Brilliant, Farrell=s clientele includes

Peter Fluor and K.C. Weiner=s Speedway Stables, which races

this year=s GI Pacific Classic winner Collected (City Zip); leading

Canadian breeder David Anderson of Anderson Farms, whose

father Bob started with Farrell early in her career; Sean

Fitzhenry, breeder of this year=s GI Natalma S. second Dixie

Moon (Curlin); Patrick Gallagher and Larry Salusto, who

campaigned this year=s GI First Lady S. winner Zipessa (City Zip);

Mike Stidham and Hilary Pridham and Ryan Exline, who races

Champagne Room (Broken Vow) as well as Tuesday=s GII San

Antonio H. winner Giant Expectations (Frost Giant).

Cont. p5

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
mailto:thompson@barnesthompson.com
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Farrell Enjoying Worldwide Success Cont.

   Farrell said she takes pride in the fact that many of the clients

that started with her are still with her, and she said she has

never been afraid to back herself with her own hard-earned

money.

   ABecause I had to prove myself--what separates me from all

the zillion other bloodstock agents out there--I felt the only way

to let people know I=m good at what I do was to put my own

money behind it,@ she said. AThe first horse we bought was with

Joan Scott, I bought Dr. Zic at

the June sale. She became a

Grade I winner. At the same

time I bought a mare with Bob

Anderson named White

Lightning. She was in foal to

Holy Bull and that mare

became the dam of a Group 2 winner [Seduire]. I=ve kept that

family with Dave [Anderson]. A lot of things started at that time

for me, and I=m big into whatever I do, do it well, and whoever is

in my focus, do the best for them that I can. If you do that right

the rest will take care of itself. I=m proud that most of the people

that have started with me are still around me. I like being part of

building something and I take pride in that. It=s their money but

I=m spending it like it=s my own money, and I feel the

responsibility of that.@ 

   Farrell was recently at the Tattersalls December Breeding

Stock Sale with Goodman, where she helped him pick out a pair

of mares from the Ballymacoll dispersal for Mt Brilliant: the

triple stakes-winning Abingdon (Street Cry {Ire}) for

1,050,000gns and the winning 3-year-old filly

Superioritycomplex (Ire) (Hard

Spun) for 400,000gns. The half-

sisters are out of

Justlookdonttouch (Ire) (Galileo

{Ire}), an unraced daughter of

the G1 Yorkshire Oaks and G2

Ribblesdale S. winner Hellenic

(GB) (Darshaan {GB}) and a half-

sister to champions Islington

(Ire) and Greek Dance (Ire),

Group 1 winner Mountain High

(Ire) and two other stakes

winners.  

   AIt=s an international family

and we just want to spark it

again,@ Farrell enthused. AIt=s

time for that family to reignite with some of the Mr. P and the

American speed. We kind of know what we want to do matings

wise, but Hutton [Goodman, Greg=s son] is keen to race one of

them. Abingdon is a listed winner and multiple Group 2-placed,

so maybe if she was a Group 2 winner, but in my opinion it

doesn=t matter, she=s done it and she=s the jewel of all that

family. She=s by Street Cry so she=s Americanized already and the

other one they bought is a Hard Spun, and he=s already shown

he=s going be a very good broodmare sire. He has 14% stakes

winners and the Breeders= Cup Juvenile winner [Good Magic] is

out of a Hard Spun mare. They=re already one step into helping

that family come over here and blossom. It=s a long distance,

durable family, it just needs a

bit of change in direction.@

   Farrell is a regular visitor to

Tattersalls, as well as

Australia=s June and January

sales, and rather than

nominating one country that

does it best, she said each jurisdiction has its strengths.

   AI=ve just finished the Tattersalls December Sale and it=s a

beautiful way to end the year,@ she said. AIt=s so charming over

there, the English way and the ambience and Tattersalls itself is

so unique. It=s neat for an American to go over there, and the

pace is slower and the auctioneers are very theatrical. I think

that=s a really fun trip for someone from the States.@

   AHere in Kentucky in September and November you really

have to be on your game because it=s fast-paced,@ she said.

AThey sell a lot of horses in a day and that in itself generates an

energy and people have to make quick decisions and the right

decisions. Australia, I love going down there. It used to be Paris,

but Sydney is my favourite city in the whole world. It=s part work

and part play and the bloodstock side is thriving down there. Mr.

Goodman has a sister to the

dam of Hartnell so he=s going to

send her down there this year to

Arrowfield. We haven=t made a

decision [about a stallion], but

Redoute=s Choice possibly.@ 

   Farrell was quick to recognize

the contribution of her team

members Tescha von Bluecher

and Zoe Cadman.

   ATescha is toe-to-toe with me

for every sale and whenever we

can tear Zoe away from her role

as a TV analyst, she comes to all

the 2-year-old sales and to

September,@ she said. AI couldn=t

do it without them, and we are a real team. We=re all spokes in a

wheel and everyone has a huge contribution to make and I rely

on them a lot.@ Cont. p6

AI like being part of building something and I take
pride in that. It=s their money but I=m spending it like

it=s my own money, and I feel the
responsibility of that.@

Abingdon selling at Tattersalls | Tattersalls photo

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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Frankie Dettori celebrates aboard Cracksman after the duo triumphed in the G1 QIPCO Champions S. | Racingfotos.com

Farrell Enjoying Worldwide Success Cont.

   When summarizing her life and career in the bloodstock world,

Farrell reflected on the words of another mentor, Dr. Michael

Osborne. 

   ADr. Osborne said to me, >Marette, my one piece of advice to

you is that whatever you do, try to get as much broad-based

experience as possible. Do as much as you can. The more you do

the more you know and the better you=ll be.=@ 

   AI=m one of the lucky ones,@ she said. AI spent a lot of time on

the racetrack, and at the sales. I grew up on a farm. I=m not just

someone who sits behind a desk and knows pedigrees. I

probably started the other way and came to appreciate

pedigrees. I feel I have a very sturdy base, a big oak tree, and

can branch out everywhere. I have a wide smattering of

knowledge so if someone asks me something, even if I don=t

know it, I know where to go to find someone who does.@

TDN'S HORSES OF THE YEAR: CRACKSMAN 

Every day this week, a member of the TDN's Europe/

International team nominates a horse of the season. Tom Frary

selects Frankel's first European Group 1 winner Cracksman.

   For anyone who grew up in or around Newmarket in the

seventies and eighties, Henry Cecil was a shaman of the

horseracing world and his epoch was eventually concluded with

a gift from somewhere out of the ether. 

   Nobody knows where a horse like Frankel (GB) comes from,

just like nobody could ever guess what elements conspired to

constitute a Sceptre (GB), a Secretariat, a Phar Lap (NZ). I'm just

forever grateful to whatever directs these things that he ended

up with the great man at Warren Place. 

   Henry proudly represented the Suffolk town which his

character mirrored with its down-to-earth majesty and his

parting shot was the delivery to "headquarters" of something

extraordinary. What Frankel came to be seen as by the outside

world was a prolific winning machine without a flaw, but he was

a thoroughbred who needed guidance to propel his excessive

energy in the right direction and he was lucky to be sent in front

of a guru. Cont. p7
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TDN=s >Horses of the Year=: Cracksman Cont.

   Frankel's story is as unbelievable now as it seemed at the time,

but I think it will only get better. All that nurturing will make for

a riot of colour yet. I just can't have it that he will not be a

wonderful sire and sire of sires and so it was with some

impatience that I waited for the breakthrough moment from his

first crop. The major juvenile staging posts and the spring and

summer Classics came and went and despite some threats of

eruption from Eminent (GB) and Cracksman (GB) the volcano lay

dormant until as late as mid-October. That Champions Day was

picked for the fateful event was particularly significant, with it

being the final public appearance in racing of Frankel's

much-missed trainer.

   All that aside, I like Cracksman anyway. He's a big, powerful

colt whose levitation was so easy to predict and to follow. If it

was as simple as getting a good colt with good breeding and

training him perfectly, genuine champions would pour forth

every season. Most take a lurch sideways or backwards

somewhere along the line, but Anthony Oppenheimer's

homebred just kept giving more and more of what his dad had

drawn onto his genetic map. He got so good in the autumn, he

made John Gosden change his mind which was no mean feat

given that Enable (GB) (Nathaniel {Ire}) had already achieved

more than enough glory for the yard by then. We saw why at

Ascot and for my money, he was better than his stablemate at

Chantilly a few days before. It seems to me that if they are

handled well the Frankels will just improve with time and

experience, as he did. Maybe I'm wrong, but this one could turn

cosmic in 2018. 

Two racehorses, both male, >fell in love= and grew inseparable.

Until tragedy did it for them AIt was two boys that fell in love

with each other,@ famed trainer Nicky Henderson said of jump

racing geldings Simonsig and Triolo D=Alene. Chuck Culpepper,

The Washington Post

Thursday, Dec. 28, 2017

UNITED KINGDOM:

Al Kazeem (GB) (Dubawi {Ire}), Oakgrove Stud

23 foals of racing age/2 winners/0 black-type winners

13:15-LINGFIELD PARK, 7f, CHINGACHGOOK (GB)

60,000gns RNA Tattersalls December Foals Sale 2015; 65,000gns

RNA Tattersalls October Yearling Sale 2016 - Book 2

Havana Gold (Ire) (Teofilo {Ire}), Tweenhills Farm & Stud

104 foals of racing age/23 winners/2 black-type winners

14:55-LINGFIELD PARK, 7f, BOOMERANG BETTY (IRE)

i6,000 RNA Goffs November Foals 2015; 10,000gns Tattersalls

October Yearling Sale 2016 - Book 3; 35,000gns RNA Tattersalls

Guineas Breeze-Up & HIT Sale 2017

Intello (Ger) (Galileo {Ire}), Haras du Quesnay

102 foals of racing age/11 winners/1 black-type winner

13:15-LINGFIELD PARK, 7f, GARSINGTON (GB)

52,000gns Tattersalls October Yearling Sale 2016 - Book 2

FRANCE:

Blu Constellation (Ity) (Orpen), Allevamento Razza Ticino

7 foals of racing age/0 winners/0 black-type winners

7-PORNICHET, 1700m, PETITE ROODEE (FR)

i16,000 Arqana Deauville v2 August Yearlings 2016

8-PORNICHET, 1700m, PROUD CONQUEROR (FR)

i5,500 Arqana Deauville Autumn Mixed Sale 2016; i10,000

Osarus 2yo Breeze Up Sale 2017

Cityscape (GB) (Selkirk), Overbury Stud

62 foals of racing age/8 winners/0 black-type winners

8-PORNICHET, 1700m, CITY CHAMP (FR)

i52,000 Arqana Deauville August Yearlings 2016

Declaration of War (War Front), Ashford Stud

135 foals of racing age/11 winners/3 black-type winners

7-PORNICHET, 1700m, FRENCH REFLECTION (IRE)

i43,000 RNA Arqana December Breeding Stock Sale 2015 -

English Version -; i37,000 Arqana Deauville October Yearlings

2016; i8,000 Arqana Deauville Autumn Mixed Sale 2017

French Fifteen (Fr) (Turtle Bowl {Ire}), Haras du Logis Saint

Germain

50 foals of racing age/8 winners/1 black-type winner

7-PORNICHET, 1700m, QATAR ARROW (FR)
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Planteur is seeking a baker=s dozen of winners on Thursday at

Pornichet. | The Aga Khan Studs

First-Season Sires With Runners Cont.

George Vancouver (Henrythenavigator), Haras de la Hetraie

69 foals of racing age/6 winners/0 black-type winners

7-PORNICHET, 1700m, GRAZELA D'ANGE (FR)

Planteur (Ire) (Danehill Dancer {Ire}), Haras de Bouquetot

75 foals of racing age/12 winners/0 black-type winners

8-PORNICHET, 1700m, EDIDINDO (FR)

Red Jazz (Johannesburg), Ballyhane Stud

104 foals of racing age/21 winners/0 black-type winners

8-PORNICHET, 1700m, MORE JAZZ (IRE)

i11,000 Goffs November Foals 2015; i15,000 Goffs

Sportsman's Yearling Sale 2016; ,16,000 RNA Goffs UK 2yo

Breeze-Up Sale 2017

Reply (Ire) (Oasis Dream {GB}), Haras d'Ayguemorte

23 foals of racing age/1 winner/0 black-type winners

7-PORNICHET, 1700m, SALTILLA (FR)

i4,000 RNA Arqana Deauville October Yearlings 2016; i4,000

Osarus 2yo Breeze Up Sale 2017

Shamalgan (Fr) (Footstepsinthesand {GB}), Fr

25 foals of racing age/3 winners/0 black-type winners

7-PORNICHET, 1700m, MISS FLANDRES (FR)

i13,000 RNA Arqana Deauville October Yearlings 2016

Swiss Spirit (GB) (Invincible Spirit {Ire}), Whitsbury Manor Stud

76 foals of racing age/16 winners/0 black-type winners

8-PORNICHET, 1700m, SWISS BANK (IRE)

15,500gns Tattersalls October Yearling Sale 2016 - Book 3;

19,048gns RNA Tattersalls Ireland Ascot 2yo Breeze Up Sale

2017

Wednesday=s Results:

4th-WOL, ,5,000, Cond, 12-27, 2yo, 8f 142y (AWT), 1:52.48, st.

ANTONIAN (GB) (c, 2, Intello {Ger}--Highest {GB} {SP-Eng}, by

Dynaformer), a Dec. 9 debut fourth over this strip last time, was

well away to stalk the pace in third after the initial strides here.

Improving one spot before halfway, the 6-5 chalk eased to the

fore on the home turn and kept on strongly under urging in the

straight to prevail by 2 1/2 lengths from Danzay (Ire) (Raven=s

Pass), becoming the 11th winner for his freshman sire (by

Galileo {Ire}). Kin to the yearling colt Arabist (GB) (Invincible

Spirit {Ire}) and filly foal Taima (GB) (Make Believe {GB}), the

homebred bay is the first scorer from two foals to race for Listed

Height of Fashion S. runner-up Highest (GB) (Dynaformer),

herself a half to GII Long Island H. victress Olaya (Theatrical {Ire})

out of stakes-winning G3 Lancashire Oaks second Solaia

(Miswaki). Lifetime Record: 2-1-0-0, $4,713. Video, sponsored

by Fasig-Tipton.

O/B-Denford Stud Ltd (GB); T-John Gosden.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Angel of the South (Ire), f, 2, Dark Angel (Ire)--Oeuvre d=Art (Ire)

   (MGSP-Ity, $186,364), by Marju (Ire). WOL, 12-27, 6f 20y

   (AWT), 1:14.76. B-Castle Estates (IRE). *,170,000 Ylg >16 GOUKPR.

Hello Brigette (Ire), f, 2, Kodiac (GB)--Fern Tycoon (Ire), by College

   Chapel (GB). WOL, 12-27, 6f 20y (AWT), 1:15.14. B-Jack Lynch

   (IRE). *i33,000 Wlg >15 GOFNOV; i80,000 2yo >17 GBMBR.

EQUINE HERPES OUTBREAK AT 

CAGNES-SUR-MER
   A horse at Cagnes-sur-Mer is currently being treated for the

lethal neurological variant of equine herpes virus, France Galop

confirmed to Racing Post on Wednesday. Three other horses

from the same stable are in isolation after spiking fevers,

although none have shown any other EHV-1 symptoms.

Currently running its winter jumps meeting, Cagnes-sur-Mer=s

flat meeting commences on Jan. 13. Biosecurity measures are

now in place at the course, with France Galop also opening up

the Maisons-Laffitte quarantine boxes for trainers who wish to

monitor horses returning from Cagnes before returning to their

yards. EHV-1 affected prominent French trainer Jean-Claude

Rouget=s yard in Pau this past April, resulting in two fatalties.
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EUROPEAN-BRED WINNERS

AUSTRALIAN GROUP 1 RACES B 2017/2018

Date Race Track

Feb. 10 C. F. Orr S. Caulfield

Feb. 17 Lightning S. Flemington

Feb. 24 Blue Diamond S. Caulfield

Futurity S. Caulfield

Oakleigh Plate Caulfield

Mar. 3 Chipping Norton S. Warwick Farm

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Dialekt (Ger), g, 3, Kallisto (Ger)--Dessau (Ger) (SW & GSP-Ger),

 by Soldier Hollow (GB). DOR, 12-26, 9f (AWT), 2:00.43.

B-Gestut Rottgen (GER). *i19,000 Ylg >15 BBAGO.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNER:

Stuck On You (Fr), f, 2; Planteur (Ire)--Back To My Roots, by

 Fusaichi Pegasus. AGN, 12-27, Nwc., 8.5fT. B-M.me Patrick

 Ades-Hazan & Succession Michel Henochsberg (Fr). *i5,000

 Ylg '16 ARQNOV; i5,500 2yo  '17 GORMAY.

IN UNITED STATES:

River Boyne (Ire), c, 2, Dandy Man (Ire)--Clytha (GB), by Mark of

 Esteem (Ire). Santa Anita Park, 12-26, Msw ($55,725), 

 1 1/8mT, 1:48.02. B-Limestone & Tara Studs (Ire). *€20,000

 Wlg >15 GOFNOV; €65,000 Ylg >16 GOFSEP; 70,000gns 2yo >17

 TATAHI.

HOPEFUL S. ATTRACTS 17
   Seventeen juveniles will take part in the G1 Hopeful S. at

Nakayama Racecourse on Thursday, the final Group 1 of the

Japanese season. Sunday Racing=s Time Flyer (Jpn) (Heart=s Cry

{Jpn}) goes favoured at 9-2 on the back of his win in the Listed

Hagi S. over 1800 metres at Kyoto on Oct. 28 and his runner-up

effort last out in the G3 Kyoto Nisai S. going this trip there on

Nov. 25. Second choice is Silk Racing Co.=s G3 Nisai S. bridesmaid

Lucas (Jpn) (Screen Hero {Jpn}) at 5-1, a full-brother to Japanese

Horse of the Year Maurice (Jpn) who finished one better than

Kanayama Holdings Co.=s Charlemagne (Jpn) (Screen Hero {Jpn})

in that 1800m affair on Nov. 18.

Gendarme | JRA photo

   AI want him to get experience at the track, where the Satsuki 
Sho (G1 Japanese 2000 Guineas) will be held,@ said Time Flyer=s 
trainer Kunihide Matsuda to the JRA notes team. AI want him to 
run a big race and we=re really looking forward to what he can 
do, especially with next spring in mind.@

   Gendarme flies the flag for owner Koji Maeda and his 
American-based sire Kitten=s Joy on Thursday. Flawless in two 
trips to the post so far, the Nov. 11 G2 Daily Hai Nisai S. hero will 
be stepping up to 2000 metres for the first time. The 5.90-1 
fourth choice is a son of Japanese champion older mare Believe 
(Sunday Silence), who has already produced Faridat

(Kingmambo) (MSW & G1SP-Jpn) and Fiducia (Medaglia d=Oro)

(SW & GSP-Jpn) to her credit.

   The two-for-two Sans Rival (Jpn) (Rulership {Jpn}) is eyeing his 
first try at group level. Off the mark in a 2-year-old newcomer 
event at Niigata on Sept. 3, he backed up with a course and 
distance victory in the Listed Fuyo S. on Sept. 24. Fellow 
unbeaten colt Jun Valerot (Jpn) (New Approach {Ire}) is also 
making his initial foray into group company. Both of his wins 
have come over the Hopeful=s distance of 2000 metres, with 

the latest at Kyoto in an allowance on Nov. 12.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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Wednesday=s Result:

HYOGO GOLD TROPHY-Listed, (Jpn-G3), ¥31,500,000

(US$278,022/£207,496/€233,636), Sonoda, 12-27, 3yo/up,

1400m, 1:28.40, yl.

1--GRACEFUL LEAP (JPN), 128, h, 7, Gold Allure (Jpn)

1st Dam: Rabbit Foot, by Seeking the Gold

2nd Dam: Argentario, by Believe It

3rd Dam: Away, by Blue Prince

   O-Shinji Maeda; B-North Hills (Jpn); T-Shinsuke Hashiguchi;

   J-Yutaka Take; ¥21,000,000. Lifetime Record: 39-10-8-2.

2--Love Bullet (Jpn), 119, h, 6, by Nobo Jack--Revival Girl (Jpn),

   by Bubble Gum Fellow (Jpn). O-Ichiro Uchiyama; B-Yuji

   Tsushima (Jpn); -5,040,000.

3--Saita Three Red (Jpn), 126, c, 4, by Danon Chantilly (Jpn)--

  Yumeno Lucky, by Salt Lake. O-Norito Nishimura; B-Kataoka

   Farm (Jpn); -2,520,000.

Margins: 1HF, NK, 1HF; Odds: 4.70, 2.50, 2.10. 

JRA VIDEO.

Saturday, Al Rayyan (Doha), Qatar, post time: 7:15 p.m.
QATAR DERBY-Listed, US$500,000, 3yo, 2000mT
SC HORSE SIRE JOCKEY TRAINER
1 Aluqdah (Fr) Zoffany (Ire) Ladjadj al Jehani
2 Burrishoole Abbey (Ire) Acclamation (GB) Suerland al Ghazali
3 Darbuzan (Fr) Zamindar Bentley al Ghazali
4 Khataaf (Ire) Shamardal Golam al Malki
5 Mac Mahon (Ity) Ramonti (Fr) Vargiu A Botti
6 Ming Jung (Fr) Kallisto (Ger) Bughanaim Mountain
7 Neguev (Ire) So You Think (NZ) Peslier de Mieulle
8 Northsea Star (Ger) Sea the Stars (Ire) De Vries Klug
9 Notalot (Ire) Sir Prancealot (Ire) Lukasek Kobeissi
10 Parviz (Ire) Lope de Vega (Ire) Lerner Hickst
11 Pazeer (Fr) Siyouni (Fr) Pedroza al Malki
12 Perfect Storm (Ire) Excelebration (Ire) Cadeddu al Malki
13 Pleaseletmewin (Ire) Power (GB) Avranche al Ghazali
14 Real Value (Fr) Rip Van Winkle (Ire) Convertino al Ghazali
15 Veranda (Fr) Canford Cliffs (Ire) Fiocchi Ibido
16 What A Surprise (Ire) Rip Van Winkle (Ire) Segeon al Malki
Reserves
17 Carigrad (Ire) Excelebration (Ire) No Rider al Ghazali

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/rising-stars/
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GROUP ENTRIES 

            
            

 

                                              

Thursday, Nakayama, Japan, post time: 3:30 p.m. (2:30 a.m. EST)

HOPEFUL S.-G1, ¥135,720,000 (US$1,199,063/£896,278/€1,010,654), 2yo, 2000m

PP HORSE SIRE TRAINER JOCKEY WT

1 Lune Rouge (Jpn) Monterosso (GB) Saito Kitamura 119

2 Tosen Krieger (Jpn) Tosen Laurence (Jpn) Ono Yokoyama 121

3 Water Parfait (Jpn) Rulership (Jpn) Tadokoro Sakai 121

4 Lord Axis (Jpn) Break Run Out Okumura Miura 121

5 Trine (Jpn) Deep Impact (Jpn) Hamada Kitamura 121

6 My Heartbeat (Jpn) Zenno Rob Roy (Jpn) Takahashi Tsumura 121

7 Time Flyer (Jpn) Heart’s Cry (Jpn) Matsuda C. Demuro 121

8 Charlemagne (Jpn) Victoire Pisa (Jpn) Shimizu Tosaki 121

9 Sans Rival (Jpn) Rulership (Jpn) Fujioka Tanabe 121

10 Lucas (Jpn) Screen Hero (Jpn) Hori M. Demuro 121

11 Flatley (Jpn) Heart’s Cry (Jpn) Fujisawa Lemaire 121

12 Jun Valerot (Jpn) New Approach (Ire) Tomomichi Fujioka 121

13 Stay Foolish (Jpn) Stay Gold (Jpn) Yahagi Nakatani 121

14 Work and Love (Jpn) Sinister Minister Tadokoro Uchida 121

15 Gendarme Kitten’s Joy Ikee Take 121

16 Shaft of Light (Jpn) Deep Sky (Jpn) Kitade Matsuda 121

17 Nasuno Symphony (Jpn) Heart’s Cry (Jpn) Takei Yoshida 119

*Posts are displayed in local time.
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