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Always Dreaming | Ashley Blum
IN TDN EUROPE TODAY
TATTERSALLS CRAVEN SALE STARTS TUESDAY
Newmarket hosts the Tattersalls Craven Sale, where 129 juveniles will

go under the hammer after the day=s racing Tuesday and Wednesday. 

 Click or tap here to go straight to TDN Europe.

CLASSIC EMPIRE
REEMERGES IN DERBY 20

by T.D. Thornton

   All of the prep races for the GI Kentucky Derby have been run,

and now the contenders will enter the phase of microscopic

analysis that accompanies the Run For the Roses waiting game.

Please note the rankings below are independent from the ARoad

to the Derby@ points leaderboard that Churchill Downs will use

to determine starting berths; that list can be accessed here.

1. (Last Week: 1) ALWAYS DREAMING (c, Bodemeister--Above

Perfection, by In Excess {Ire})

O-Brooklyn Boyz Stables, Teresa Viola Racing Stables et al. B-

Santa Rosa Partners (KY). T-T Pletcher. Sales History: $350,000

Ylg =15 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: GISW, 5-3-1-1, $648,900.

Last Start: 1st, GI Xpressbet Florida Derby, GP, Apr. 1

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs KY Derby Points: 100

   You can now make a strong case for any of the top five in the

TDN Top 20 to win the Derby. The next 10 or 12 horses fall

within the Aplausible@ category, and the bottom tier is comprised

of Aa win could be envisioned under chaotic circumstances@

types of long shots. But realistically, only the No. 1 and 2 colts

right now--Always Dreaming and Irish War Cry (Curlin)--carry

themselves with the panache that suggests either one could be

on the cusp of a brilliant, crop-defining performance. Cont. p8

WILDCAT HEIR 2YOS EARN OBS BULLETS
by Jessica Martini

   A pair of offspring by the late Wildcat Heir starred during the

first session of the under-tack preview of the Ocala Breeders=

Sales Company=s April Sale of 2-Year-Olds in Training in Florida

Monday, with a filly (hip 148) by the stallion earning the furlong

bullet time of :9 4/5 and a colt (hip 200) turning in the fastest

quarter-mile time of :20 2/5.  

   Craig Wheeler, co-breeder and consignor of hip 148, admitted

his filly=s bullet work was no surprise.

   AShe has been training so well and has always just done

everything right,@ Wheeler explained. AOf course, you never

know if everything is actually going to come together and they=ll

actually do it. That was what we were hoping for, but you=re

always pleasantly surprised when it actually happens.@

Cont. p3

Trained at Crupi’s New Castle Farm
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More Than Ready – Chasethewildwind, by Forty Niner   
$7,500 S&N

WinStarFarm.com  |  859.873.1717 Filly o/o Happy To Go  |  Bred by WinStar

http://www.winstarfarm.com/horses/daredevil.html
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CBA SYMPOSIUM TOASTS & ROASTS LUKAS 5
   The Consignors and Commercial Breeders’ Association held its fourth 
Education Symposium Monday and the highlight of the event was an 
hour-long toast and roast of Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas. Lukas
was surrounded by former assistants Kiaran McLaughlin, Mark Hennig, Mike Maker,
Ron Moquett, Todd Pletcher, Dallas Stewart and George Weaver.

PRESIDENT & CO-PUBLISHER

Barry Weisbord  @barryweisbord
barryweisbord@thetdn.com

SR. V.P. & CO-PUBLISHER

Sue Morris Finley  @suefinley
suefinley@thetdn.com

V.P., INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

Gary King  @garykingTDN
garyking@thetdn.com

EDITORIAL

editor@thetdn.com

Editor-in-Chief

Jessica Martini @JessMartiniTDN

Managing Editor

Alan Carasso  @EquinealTDN

Senior Editor

Steve Sherack  @SteveSherackTDN

Racing Editor

Brian DiDonato  @BDiDonatoTDN

Associate Editors

Christie DeBernardis  @CDeBernardisTDN
Ben Massam  @BMassamTDN

Assistant Editors

Heather Anderson  @HLAndersonTDN
Joe Bianca  @JBiancaTDN

ADVERTISING

advertising@thetdn.com

Director of Advertising

Alycia Borer

Advertising Manager

Lia Best

Advertising Designer

Amanda Crelin

Advertising Assistants

Alexa Reisfield
Michelle Benson

Photo Editor/Dir. of Distribution 

Sarah K. Andrew  @SarahKAndrew
photos@thetdn.com

Social Media Strategist

Justina Severni

Director of Customer Service

Vicki Forbes
customerservice@thetdn.com

Director of Information Technology

Ray Villa
rayvilla@thetdn.com

WORLDWIDE INFORMATION

International Editor

Kelsey Riley  @kelseynrileyTDN
kelseynriley@thetdn.com

European Editor

Emma Berry
emmaberry@thetdn.com

Newmarket Bureau, Cafe Racing

Sean Cronin & Tom Frary
caferacing@thetdn.com

60 Broad Street, Suite 100 

Red Bank, NJ 07701

732-747-8060 | 732-747-8955 (fax)

www.TheTDN.com

Return of a ‘Classic.’ Juvenile champion Classic Empire (Pioneerof the Nile) arrived at

Churchill Downs Monday morning, two days after his GI Arkansas Derby victory. "It was

incredibly rewarding to see Classic Empire return to his full potential," assistant trainer

Norm Casse said of Saturday's win. "It was extremely frustrating and challenging this

winter with his antics but it means so much to our team that he returned the way he

did." | Coady Photography
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Hip 148 | Tibor Szlavik

Wildcat Heir 2yos Earn OBS Bullets 
(cont. from p1)

   Wheeler has already had success with the family. He and

partner Thomas Groves campaigned the filly=s hard-knocking

dam Battingstar (Grand Slam), who won 10 of 48 starts and hit

the board an additional 14 times while earning $222,211. 

   AShe was one of these racehorses

that you just have so much fun

racing,@ Wheeler recalled. AShe won

at Saratoga and Bo Derek got in the

win photo with us. She won every

place we took her. In her last race at

Gulfstream, she was headed and

fought back and won. She was just

one of those mares you love.@

   The juvenile filly is Battingstar=s

second foal. Last year, her colt by

Yes It=s True also turned in a :9 4/5

work before selling for $45,000.

Named True Valor, he has made five

trips to the post and was most recently a narrowly beaten

runner-up at Keeneland last October and is currently working

towards a comeback for owners Wayne Detmar and Keith

Desormeaux.

   Wheeler, who was longtime manager of Jack Dreyfus=s Hobeau

Farm, went out on his own after that historic operation

dispersed in 2010. He and wife Elizabeth have a broodmare

band of some 20 head and breed to sell primarily at the 2-year-

old sales. Their 2016 graduates include Pretty Boy Flash (Gone

Astray), a narrowly beaten third in last year=s GI Hopeful S. who

sold for $375,000 at last year=s OBS

March sale, and multiple stakes winner

R Angel Katelyn (High Cotton), who

sold for $50,000 at last year=s OBS June

sale and has now earned $277,120.

   AI managed Hobeau Farm for 30 years

and when that closed down, we went

out on our own,@ Wheeler said. AIt=s

harder to survive through the highs and

the lows of the economy, but right now

the economy is pretty stable and the

horse market is pretty good for the

middle and upper. We have our own

little operation and we have a few loyal

trainers who send us their stock to break or lay-up or a couple

broodmares here and there. Most of these we are selling [at

OBS April] are ours--we have one we=re selling for a client and

two that I own a piece of--but the rest are mine.@ Cont. p4

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://obssales.com/aprcatalog/2016/524.mp4
http://gainesway.com/stallions/empire-maker/
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Hip 200 | Tibor Szlavik

   Wildcat Heir, who was the leading sire in Florida four times,

passed away in 2015. Wheeler was one of many in the state=s

breeding industry to have enjoyed success with the prolific sire.

   AI=ve had great luck with Wildcat Heir,@ Wheeler said. AI=ve

probably sold at least $1 million by him over the years. I had one

of the first stakes winners by him called Wild Mia, who won

numerous stakes and was graded stakes placed. I got her when

we were just out on our own and the economy crashed. There is

always one horse that kind of saves the day in your memory and

she was the one for us. We raced her and she won $320,000 and

then we sold her for probably $250,000 and it just gave us that

big boost we needed to get through. Losing Wildcat Heir was a

big loss to the Florida breeding industry.@

   Sergio Centeno=s Blue River Bloodstock sent out Wildcat Heir=s

other bullet worker Monday. Hip 200, who blitzed a quarter in

:20 2/5, is out of Business Decision (Put It Back) and from the

family of multiple graded stakes placed Foxy Danseur (Mr.

Greeley), the dam of recent GIII Fantasy S. winner and >TDN

Rising Star= Ever So Clever (Medaglia d=Oro).

   The under-tack show for the OBS April sale continues through

Saturday, with sessions beginning daily at 8 a.m. The auction will

be held next Tuesday through Friday.

OBS APRIL UNDER-TACK SHOW

Monday=s Fastest Furlong Works
Time Hip Sex Sire Dam

:9 4/5 148 filly Wildcat Heir Battingstar

Consigned by Craig L Wheeler, Agent IV

:10 flat 011 filly Paynter Uzume

Consigned by Mayberry Farm, Agent IV

:10 flat 034 filly First Samurai  Way to Go

Consigned by Off the Hook LLC, Agent VI

:10 flat 080 filly Dialed In  Zazzle

Consigned by Parrish Farms, agent

:10 flat 086 filly Stay Thirsty  Ablaze

Consigned by Niall Brennan Stables, Agent XIV

:10 flat 120 colt Candy Ride (Arg)  Appealing Zophie

Consigned by Flying Fish, Agent IV

:10 flat 135 filly Big Drama Awesome Thrill  

Consigned by All in Sales (Tony Bowling), agent

:10 flat 154 colt Justin Phillip  Beautiful Stranger

Consigned by SBM Training and Sales, Agent III

:10 flat 190 colt Twirling Candy  Brenda Leigh

Consigned by Grassroots Training & Sales LLC

:10 flat 192 colt Flat Out  Brightbraveandgood

Consigned by Envision Equine, Agent III

Monday=s Fastest Quarter-Mile Works 

:20 2/5 200 colt Wildcat Heir Business Decision

Consigned by Blue River Bloodstock, Inc., Agent II

:20 4/5 049 filly Macho Uno    Wild Eyes

Consigned by de Meric Sales, Agent XXXVIII

:20 4/5 155 colt Trappe Shot  Beauty for Ashes

Consigned by Southern Chase Farm (Greg & Karen Dodd), agent

:20 4/5 167 filly Alternation  Best Practices

Consigned by Envision Equine, Agent III

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://obssales.com/aprcatalog/2017/148.mp4
http://obssales.com/aprcatalog/2017/148.PDF
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D. Wayne Lukas surrounded by former assistants at CBA Toast

and Roast Monday. | Amanda Duckworth photo

LUKAS TOASTED AND ROASTED AT CBA

SYMPOSIUM by Amanda Duckworth

   The Consignors and Commercial Breeders' Association (CBA)

held its fourth annual Education Symposium in Lexington,

Kentucky, on Monday, highlighted by an hour-long toast and

roast of Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas, which was

moderated by veteran track announcer Frank Mirahmadi. 

Mirahmadi warmed up the crowd by discussing many of Lukas's

top runners and roasting the media as well as most of his

competition, notably Bob Baffert. He also showed off his

remarkable ability to do impressions of famous race calls.

Many of Lukas's former proteges took part in the festivities,

including Mark Hennig, Mike Maker, Kiaran McLaughlin, Ron

Moquett, Todd Pletcher, Dallas Stewart, and George Weaver. 

All of them, along with the audience, were captivated by a video

Keeneland put together of Lukas's accomplishments. Lukas then

joined them on stage and received a standing ovation.

   AHe has been my mentor and my favorite person in life,@ said

McLaughlin. AHe has taught me so much and done everything.

He failed at one thing, though. All of these guys up here are

great horsemen and can ride ponies. He tried his damnedest

with me, and bought a pony that cost about $20,000 and was

literally push button, but I never learned to ride a pony. I am

surprised I was able to keep my job for seven years, but I have a

lot fond memories. He was good on the track and off the track

to me.@

   Another video was shown of those who couldn=t be in

attendance but who wanted to join in the fun, including Baffert,

who said he had a hard time being negative about Lukas, but

joked that he seemed to propose to every pretty girl he took to

dinner. 

   The floor was opened up for stories, both related to horses

and not, and all of the participants got in the spirit of it.

   AOne of the most fortunate things about what we all were able

to do was share all these fantastic times working for Wayne,@

said Pletcher. APeople were attracted to Wayne's organization,

as you can see by the quality of people up here. Everyone could

recognize it was the opportunity of a lifetime to get a chance to

work for someone that terrific, that great. It was an

unbelievable experience for all of us.@

   In the end, while stories were swapped and laughs were had,

it was much more toasting than roasting of the Hall of Fame

trainer.  

   AI don't remember these guys being so warm and fuzzy,@ said

Lukas. AThe horses come and go, and the champions are great,

but to work with these guys, they put me on their shoulders and

put me right into the Hall of Fame. I mean that sincerely.@

On the serious sideY
   The CBA symposium kicked off earlier in the day with a

welcome from Joe Seitz, the organization's president, and an

opening speech from Kentucky State Senator Damon Thayer.

After telling the audience about his background, Thayer

discussed how the state's government is progressing in general

as well as some of the achievements in horse racing that have

been accomplished over the past 15 years. Cont. p6

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.millridge.com/
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   Those equine successes included improvement when it came

to transparency in sales, medication regulations, and breeders'

incentives.

   AI would say to you as participants in the business, these are

good times in Kentucky,@ said Thayer. AYes, we've seen a

contraction of our sport at a national level, but it was probably

long overdue. For the longest time we were producing way too

many horses for the marketplace, and we had way too many

race dates for marketplace. 

   AI think what you see now is a real equilibrium when you look

at the public sales numbers over the last few years. The trend is

very good that the supply and demand is just about right. On the

racetrack side, we are not quite there yet. Racetracks have been

slower to make adjustments in the number of races, but it is

happening.@

Updates from around the industryY
   The symposium also covered the fact The Jockey Club now

requires Thoroughbred foals be microchipped for identification

starting with this foal crop. Breeders had the option to do it in

2016 to get familiar with the process before it became

mandatory, and TJC expects about 60% of the 2016 foal crop will

in fact be microchipped.

   A short video was shown during the symposium to help

breeders who are unfamiliar with the process learn what they

need to do from this foal crop onward.

   Later in the day, Mike Meuser, who has been the

Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance's vice president and secretary

since it was founded, spoke to the audience on the ways TAA is

endeavoring to improve aftercare for racehorses.

   AThe thing we learned this year, when we surveyed within our

industry about perceptions of the TAA, is that barely half of the

people in the industry know about the function that

accreditation plays in what we do,@ he said. AWe are the only

organization in North America that accredits aftercare facilities.

The reason we do that is because we want to make sure that the

money gets to the horses in the best way and that the money

goes to the horses. At the end of the day, we have been able to

transform aftercare in North America through that process.@

Youthful approachY
   The first full panel of the day focused on young professionals

in the industry. It featured two current first-year trainees with

Godolphin Flying Start, two men who work for local farms, and a

representative from a local feed mill.

   Moderator Kurt Becker prompted each panelist to discuss their

starts within Thoroughbred racing. Jack Carlino and Megan

Hebbert are on the GFS, Chance Timm is the director of stallion

seasons and shares at Lane's End Farm, Ben Henley handles

bloodstock services and customer relations at Airdrie Stud, and

Anthony Koch is the sales and marketing manager at Hallway

Feeds.

   GFS, which was formerly known as Darley Flying Start, has

established itself as a leader when it comes to educating young

people who want to work in the industry. The two-year program

is known to be competitive, so those who were accepted into it

discussed the best ways to have a chance of becoming part of it.

   AI think the biggest thing is to show initiative,@ said Carlino.

AShow that you are really passionate about the horses and show

that you really care. You can do that in a variety of ways. Also, if

you are used to one thing and being in one place, go out of your

comfort zone and do something else. That shows that you care

not only about the horses and the business, but that you are

willing to get out there.@

   Given the international nature of racing, Becker and the

foreign panelists also discussed what those interested in

working in the United States need to do to make that dream a

reality. It all starts with getting the proper work visa.

   AIt's very complex,@ said Henley, who is from Australia. AThe

best thing you can do is get a good sponsor. I have been very

fortunate with Mr. Brereton Jones. He's been amazing.@

   A takeaway piece of advice on how to approach getting a job

in the industry came from Koch, who ended up at Hallway Feeds

after Lee Hallway saw him give a speech and was impressed.

   AI always remind young people that people are always

watching you,@ said Koch. AWhen you are out of the town for the

weekend, there is somebody there watching you and that

somebody could have an effect on you later in life. If you are a

dedicated horse person, if you are willing to work and willing to

take those chances and opportunities, there are always farms

willing to help.@ 

Cracking the codeY
   The final educational panel of the afternoon featured Dr.

Emmeline Hill, the chief scientific officer of Plusvital. The

company is a leader in equine nutrition and genetic testing, and

Hill led the audience through a deeper look at using genetics to

attempt to produce a better racehorse through what is called

the speed gene.

   AThere are a number of subtle differences in the genetic code

that make each individual an individual,@ she said. AThe value of

genetics is dependent on the inheritable component.@ 

   Hill acknowledged that there is controversy about using

genetic testing to breed for a specific type of racehorse, and she

also discussed how she believes genetic testing is not a silver

bullet, but rather an additional tool.

Cont. p7

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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   AGenetics is only a fraction of total success, and in no way will

genetics replace the skills of the horsemen and the

horsemanship that is required to produce an elite athlete,@ Hill

said. AWhat it is, is part of the puzzle, and it is the part of the

puzzle we are trying to evaluate.@

   Plusvital has tested about 15,000 horses in the course of its

studies. While many horses are tested anonymously, 200

stallions are listed on the company's website. About 95% of

horses fall into one of three categories, which range from

sprinters to long-distance types.

   One horse who was discussed directly is multiple Group 1

winner Galileo Gold (Paco Boy). According to Plusvital, trainer

Hugo Palmer approached them about whether the colt was

suited for the distance of the G1 Investec Derby. When the

numbers came back unfavorably, his connections opted to run

him in the one-mile G1 St James's Palace S. during Royal Ascot,

and he won.

   AWhether it is recognized or not, people have been using

genetics for 300 years breeding Thoroughbreds,@ said Hill.

AAnytime you are looking at a pedigree, you are trying to

evaluate the genes that have been passed down from ancestors

in the pedigree to that individual. 

   ABreeding is like a genetic lottery. You never know what is

going to be passed down, but what you can do using scientific

information is essentially load your dice.@

Gary Biszantz, Cobra Farm

   Cot Campbell's recent article entitled, ARunners Rarely Run@

got my attention again. I have spoken many times and written

numerous articles about what happened 20 some years ago

when the definition of Atherapeutic@ was rewritten and the

promises of what additional medications would do for horse

racing did not come to fruition. The emphasis was always on the

illegal use of medication by just a few bad actors who tainted

our sport, but the real issue to owners was obviously

overlooked. Bottom line, the amount of starts per year per

horse has declined dramatically. The lack of possible income for

owners was never seriously questioned. Imagine the following

scenario: An owner with six to 10 racehorses is denied the

opportunity to run for $50,000 to $70,000 purse money at least

six times per year and then multiply that times six to 10 horses

and just imagine how much possible income the owner is giving

up! With rising costs, commissions, vet bills, insurance, and state

fees the owners have to pay, the loss of potential income needs

to be addressed. 

   The trainers are paid every month, the jockeys get paid when

they ride, and the vets are paid in full monthly. If you want to

see new owners come into our sport and knowing that losses

are inevitable, we need to see horses run more often so as to

allow for additional income.

   I=m getting older, but I watched horses run on Saturday and

come back and win on Sunday. I watched horses run, work a

mile the next weekend, and run again. They don't run any faster

now and they don't run often enough to let the little guy have a

chance to break even. Only the stakes horses can carry the load! 

I don't blame medication as the only cause, but the results are

unacceptable for the average owner. Old timers like Cot

Campbell and I saw the years when horses ran, trained, and

gave the owner a chance.

   Hopefully, the new medication standards suggested by the

majority of industry stock holders will help change the

presumption that horses need five or six weeks between races!

GIFTED GIRL (IRE), 8, Azamour (Ire)--Hoodwink (Ire), by Selkirk

Foal born Mar. 8, a colt by Bernardini.

Will be bred back to Union Rags.

Owned by and boarded at Mt. Brilliant Broodmares II, LLC.

Accomplishments: SW & MGSP-Eng, GISP-US, $347,132.

CHATHAM, 13, Maria=s Mon--Circle of Gold, by Seeking the Gold

Foal born Mar. 9, a filly by War Front.

Will be bred back to War Front.

Owned by and boarded at Stone Farm.

Accomplishments: SP, $156,431. Dam of Air Force Blue (War

Front), Hwt. 2yo Colt-Eur, MG1SW-Eng & Ire, $474,935.

OVERHEARD, 7, Macho Uno--Whisper to Me, by Thunder Gulch

Foal born Mar. 10, a filly by Street Sense.

Will be bred back to Medaglia d=Oro.

Owned by and boarded at Pin Oak Stud

Accomplishments: MGSW of $204,800.
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Irish War Cry | Sarah Andrew

Classic Empire Reemerges in Derby 20 
(cont. from p1)

   It=s not that the next level of sophomores don=t have it in them

to take legitimate aim at a Triple Crown sweep. It=s just that

Always Dreaming and AIrish@ both won their nine-furlong Derby

preps so emphatically, and in such a commanding manner, that

it suggests they haven=t yet topped out and are still capable of

further progression. Always Dreaming, the only horse on this list

with the advantage of back-to-back wins at 1 1/8 miles (despite

having started only three times in 2017), breezed a half-mile in

:49.55 (5/14) at Palm Beach Downs on Friday under regular rider

John Velazquez, working outside recent GIII Appleton S. winner

All Included (Include). Always Dreaming Ais one of the exceptions

in terms of horses who consistently win breezes whether he=s on

the inside or outside of horses,@ Pletcher said. AIt was, I thought,

a very good breeze. I liked the way he finished the last quarter in

:23-and-change and seemed to cool out quickly and recover quickly.@

2. (2) IRISH WAR CRY (c, Curlin--Irish Sovereign, by Polish

Numbers)

>TDN Rising Star= O/B-Isabelle de Tomaso (NJ). T-H. Graham

Motion. Lifetime Record: MGSW, 5-4-0-0, $699,460.

Last Start: 1st, GII Wood Memorial S., AQU, Apr. 8

Accomplishments: 1st, GII Lambholm South Holy Bull S., GP, Feb.

4, 1st, Marylander S., LRL, Jan. 23

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs, Caulfield on Irish War Cry

KY Derby Points: 110

   Just like in the heyday of prize fighting, when it was customary

to keep boxers isolated at training camps away from pre-match

distractions, it has become de rigueur for top trainers to try to

avoid the pre-Derby circus of the Churchill backstretch by

remaining stabled elsewhere right up until the last minute.

Always Dreaming, for example, is slated to remain at Palm

Beach Downs in Florida for the time being, and trainer Motion

joked last week on AAt the Races With Steve Byk@ that Awe=re

going to stay at Fair Hill and wrap [Irish War Cry] up in bubble

wrap@ to keep him safe and focused. One still wonders whether

this >TDN Rising Star= (who is a relatively late May 2 foal) has

truly learned to settle in the early stages of his races--he was

keen to move early in the Wood Memorial despite an intended

game plan to teach him to wait. Might it be best to just fully

unleash him in the

Derby and let him

establish an

unrestrained tempo

that puts him on the

lead and away from

potential traffic?

Based on his

pedigree and ample

reserve of natural

speed, Irish War Cry

just might be talented enough to wire the field at 10 furlongs--

and not in some eke-it-out fashion, but stylishly and with

presence.

3. (3) MCCRAKEN (c, Ghostzapper--Ivory Empress, by Seeking

the Gold)

>TDN Rising Star= O/B-Whitham Thoroughbreds, LLC (KY). T-Ian

R. Wilkes. Lifetime Record: MGSW, 5-4-0-1, $410,848.

Last Start: 3rd, GII Toyota Blue Grass S., KEE, Apr. 8

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GIII Sam F. Davis S., TAM, Feb.

11, 1st, GII Kentucky Jockey Club S., CD, Nov. 26, 1st, Street

Sense S., CD, Oct. 30 Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, May 6, CD

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs, Caulfield on McCraken

KY Derby Points: 40

   While the top two colts on this list earned their lofty rankings

because I=m hedging we still haven=t seen the all-out best that

either is capable of, >TDN Rising Star= McCraken rates a solid No.

3 because of how reliably and professionally he ran the table

through his first four career races, which included three wins at

Churchill Downs and two graded stakes victories around two

turns. Cont. p9

Brookdale Raised for Isabelle de Tomaso
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McCraken | SV Photography

   Yes, you have to be forgiving of his subpar beaten-fave third in

the Blue Grass S. in order to have confidence in him rebounding

for the Derby. But McCraken does have a been-there-done-that

sense about him, and it=s logical to accept the explanation from

trainer Wilkes that missing a March prep because of an ankle

strain is what caused McCraken to be too keen early and a little

flat late in the Blue Grass, his first race in nearly two months. In

fact, several trainers of other Blue Grass also-rans have noted

how horses that run so-so races in that Keeneland prep

historically come back to fire better races in the Derby. Street

Sense (Street Cry {Ire})=s 2007 parlay of a Blue Grass second into

a Derby victory is an example of such a reversal that will get

mentioned a lot (mainly

because Wilkes was

Street Sense=s assistant

trainer). But a more apt

comparison might be

the 1995 Blue Grass,

when 30-1 Wild Syn

(Wild Again) wired the

field, only to have

fourth-place beaten

favorite Thunder Gulch

(Gulch) come roaring back to win the Derby at vastly inflated

mutuel (while Wild Syn didn=t beat a horse). McCraken can

undoubtedly be counted on to improve in the Derby. The only

question is, will it be enough to outgun other surging, peaking

rivals?

4. (4) GIRVIN (c, Tale of Ekati--Catch the Moon, by Malibu

Moon)

O-Brad Grady. B-Bob Austin & John Witte (KY). T-Joe Sharp.

Sales History: $140,000 RNA Ylg >15 KEESEP; $130,000 Ylg >15

FTKOCT. Lifetime Record: MGSW, 4-3-1-0, $874,400.

Last Start: 1st, GII Louisiana Derby, FG, Apr. 1

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GII Risen Star S., FG, Feb. 25

Next start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 150

   If you=re the No. 4-ranked horse approaching the two-week

mark to the Derby and your regular rider opts off to partner

with the No. 3 horse instead, that might not normally be an

encouraging sign. But when the pick-up jockey ends up being

Mike Smith, one of the sport=s most accomplished and

unflappable big-money riders, the switch could end up being a

huge plus, especially considering that Girvin is still a little light in

the seasoning department. Cont. p10
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Girvin | Lou Hodges

Classic Empire | Coady Photography

Gormley | Horsephotos

   There=s lots of upside for this colt, who will be the first Derby

starter for both trainer Sharp and owner Grady. He=s versatile in

terms of his running style, he can employ tactical speed if

necessary, he=s handled every challenge thrown at him so far,

and seems to have a knack for channeling his energy in a

positive fashion. I=m still skeptical that Girvin=s New Orleans

campaign provided

him with the proper

sparring partners to

handle the rigors of

being knocked

around in a

20-horse Derby field

(his company lines

contain only one

other horse ranked

on the TDN Top 20).

But that lack of solid competition is hardly the fault of Girvin or

his connections, and they are cruising toward the first Saturday

in May with a fresh, fit, mid-range-odds contender who has

more plusses than minuses to his credit based on what we=ve

seen through his first four races.

5. (14) CLASSIC EMPIRE (c, Pioneerof the Nile--Sambuca

Classica, by Cat Thief)

O-John C. Oxley. B-Steven & Brandi Nicholson (KY). T-Mark E.

Casse. Sales History: $475,000 Ylg >15 KEESEP. Lifetime Record:

Ch. 2yo Colt, MGISW, 7-5-0-1, $2,120,220.

Last Start: 1st, GI Arkansas Derby, OP, Apr. 15

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GI Sentient Jet Breeders= Cup

Juvenile, SA, Nov. 5, 1st, GI Claiborne Breeders= Futurity, KEE,

Oct. 8, 1st, GIII Bashford Manor S., CD, July 2.

Next start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs, Caulfield on Classic Empire

KY Derby Points: 132

   The complexion of the Kentucky Derby changed with Classic

Empire=s stretch-storming victory in the Arkansas Derby. After

attitude issues, a foot abscess, and back problems seemingly

knocked the juvenile champ off the Derby trail earlier in the

season, Classic Empire laid many of the qualms and quirks about

his temperament and talent to rest on Saturday at Oaklawn--at

least for the short term. He bobbled slightly at the break, was

taken under a snug rating hold entering the first turn, did not

appear to be at all bothered when covered by traffic on the

backstretch run, and perhaps benefited from having to wait Aon

hold@ until the quarter pole to launch into his best stride,

because by that time a handful of other challengers had already

moved too early and were spent. 

   There was a whole lot of shifting and drifting (read: tired

horses) going on to Classic Empire=s inside during the stretch

run, but watching his powerful, six-wide move off the turn and

the long, ground-gobbling strides of his determined drive, it was

easy to project ahead

several weeks and

envision how a

similar move might

equate to a top-three

finish at Churchill

Downs. AHe just has

so much ability. I

knew if we could get

him here that he=d be

tough,@ said trainer

Casse. AI think the

toughest deal is over, getting to this point. Now he won=t have

to do too much going into the Derby.@

6. (5) GORMLEY (c, Malibu Moon--Race to Urga, by Bernstein)

O-Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Moss. B-Castleton Lyons & Kilboy Estate

(KY). T-John A. Shirreffs. Sales History: $150,000 RNA Ylg =15

KEESEP. Lifetime Record: MGISW, 6-4-0-0, $920,000.

Last Start: 1st, GI Santa Anita Derby, SA, Apr. 8

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GI FrontRunner S., SA, Oct. 6, 1st,

GIII Sham S., SA, Jan. 7.

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs, Caulfield on Gormley

KY Derby Points: 125

   Gormley is a small-of-stature overachiever with a lot of fight in

him, and while these types of horses are easy to root for, they

don=t quite match up with the profiles of 3-year-olds who get

draped in blankets of roses on Derby Day. You have to admire

that he=s been

capably

competing in

nothing but

two-turn graded

stakes races since

Oct. 1, and his

only two defeats

were losses to

Classic Empire and

Mastery (Candy

Ride {Arg}), both

of whom were divisional powerhouses at the time of their

victories. Cont. p11

                                                                        

Congratulations to all the connections from Paramount Sales

Training Graduate      
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Battle of Midway | Benoit

Royal Mo | Benoit

   But one of Gormley=s best attributes--a quick turn of foot
straight from the gate--also works against him, because jockey
Victor Espinoza is constantly having to throttle him back after
the colt gets too anxious too early in his races. After his Santa
Anita Derby win, Espinoza commented that he had to Ajerk him
one time, a bit harder than I wanted@ to get Gormley to settle.
While that tactic was effective in a race that set up perfectly (a
three-way speed duel paving the way for a slowly run stretch
drive), good luck trying to execute a similar maneuver heading
into the always-dicey first turn at Churchill in a 20-horse cavalry
charge. Gormley tries hard and has two Grade I route wins to
show for it. But neither of those victories stamped him as an
intimidating, elite-level foe.

7. (6) BATTLE OF MIDWAY (c, 3, Smart Strike--Rigoletta, by
Concerto)
>TDN Rising Star= O-Fox Hill Farms, Inc. B-Thor-Bred Stables, LLC
(KY). T-Jerry Hollendorfer. Sales History: $410,000 Ylg >15
FTSAUG. Lifetime Record: GISP, 4-2-1-1, $290,000.
Last Start: 2nd, GI Santa Anita Derby, SA, Apr. 8
Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6
Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs
KY Derby Points: 40

   To win the Kentucky Derby, Battle of Midway would have to
buck both a historical trend (not starting at age two) and a
recent numbers knock (he was one of the pacemakers in the
low-speed-figure Santa Anita Derby). Yet a potentially juicy
starting mutuel makes this >TDN Rising Star= an attractive
long-shot play if you=re willing to view him as a raw,
still-developing talent
owned and trained by
patient connections
known for entering
horses where they have
realistic chances at
success. Leaving the Santa
Anita Derby internal
fractions and final-time
enigma out of the
equation for the moment,
Battle of Midway should get credit for running a
better-than-it-looks race at nine furlongs: He broke well,
secured the rail while pressured in a three-way duel, outlasted
two rivals on the lead, and retained enough kick to gamely try
and match strides with eventual winner Gormley. Depending on
how the Derby draw shakes out and how coy rival riders want to
be with other speed-oriented mounts, it doesn=t require a flight
of fancy to envision Battle of Midway breaking on or near the
lead in the Derby, fending off some pesky mid-race challengers,
and still being in the hunt turning for home.

8. (7) ROYAL MO (c, Uncle Mo--Royal Irish Lass, by Saint

Ballado)

O-Mr. & Mrs. Jerome S. Moss. B-Brandywine Farm (KY). T-John

A. Shirreffs. Sales History: $300,000 Ylg >15 KEESEP. Lifetime

Record: GSW & GISP, 6-2-2-1, $267,200.

Last Start: 3rd, GI Santa Anita Derby, SA, Apr. 8

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GIII Robert B. Lewis S., SA, Feb. 4

Next start: Possible for GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 30

   Royal Mo remains on the outside looking in points-wise,

leaving his Derby status up in the air. The combination of ground

that he lost when parked widest from post 13 in the Santa Anita

Derby coupled with

jockey Gary Stevens

having the whip

knocked out of his

hands in deep stretch

contributed to Royal

Mo getting beat by a

length for all the

money--and in

earning those

precious extra

qualifying points that would have come with a better placing.

AHe=s got an unbelievable high cruising speed,@ said Stevens.

ARoyal Mo reminded me a lot of [1997 Derby winner] Silver

Charm. He=s got fight ... I really like what I felt, a lot like I did

with Silver Charm. I lost a battle but I might have won the war,

because he put in a hell of an effort, got a lot of fitness, and a lot

of schooling out of it.@

9. (8) PRACTICAL JOKE (c, Into Mischief--Halo Humor, by

Distorted Humor)

O-Klaravich Stables, Inc. & William H. Lawrence. B-Whispering

Oaks (KY). T-Chad C. Brown. Sales History: $135,000 Ylg >15

KEEJAN; $240,000 Ylg >15 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: MGISW, 6-3-

2-0, $1,015,800.

Last Start: 2nd, GII Toyota Blue Grass S., KEE, Apr. 8

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GI Hopeful S., SAR, Sept. 5; 1st,

GI Champagne S., BEL, Oct. 8.

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 74

                                                               

BRED & RAISED by  Jim & Pam Robinson

Training Graduate      

de Meric Stables Graduate
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Practical Joke | Sarah K. Andrew

J Boys Echo | Sarah Andrew

   Practical Joke is one of only three horses ranked on the current

TDN Top 20 who participated in the GI Breeders= Cup Juvenile

(Classic Empire and Gormley are the others). Thanks to patient

handling and a generous winter break, his campaign has

stretched from winning two Grade I races as a 2-year-old to

finishing second in a pair of Grade IIs so far this spring. But it=s

been since Oct. 8 that Practical Joke last visited the winner=s

circle, a winless streak that is longest among the top 20

points-qualified

Derby horses. And

Practical Joke has

never won a

two-turn race

anywhere, at any

level, and that hole

in his resume looms

as an extremely

difficult obstacle to

overcome in the

10-furlong Derby.

As the first Saturday in May draws near, perhaps it says

something about the lack of assertiveness within the division as

a whole that Practical Joke has consistently been ranked in the

middle tier of TDN Derby horses for the better part of three

months. He hasn=t really made a big, eye-opening jump forward,

nor has he regressed. Yet not too many contending horses have

leapfrogged him either.

10. (9) J BOYS ECHO (c, Mineshaft--Letgomyecho, by Menifee)

>TDN Rising Star= O-Albaugh Family Stable. B-Betz/Blackburn/J.

Betz/Ramsby/CNHHHNK (KY). T-Dale L. Romans. Sales History:

$485,000 Ylg >15 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: GSW, 6-2-1-1,

$349,600.

Last Start: 4th, GII Toyota Blue Grass S., KEE, Apr. 8

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GIII Gotham S., AQU, Mar. 4

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs, Caulfield on J Boys Echo

KY Derby Points: 63

   On the plus side, >TDN Rising Star= J Boys Echo has already

proven he can post a triple-digit Beyer Speed Figure (102 in his

Gotham S. win), and he has overcome adversity on several

occasions, including a better-than-it-looked debut over the

Churchill strip on Oct 2. On the negative side, he=s two-for-six

lifetime and showed no signs of forward progression in his final

Derby prep race, a fourth-place Blue Grass S. try. Nevertheless,

I=m inclined to tout him as an under-the-radar Derby dark horse

based on a gut feeling that he will one day (soon?) put

everything together in smashing fashion, building off his five

straight route races and capitalizing on the fact that trainer

Romans will be operating out of his Barn 4 home base at

Churchill, where he has a knack for getting horses to run well at

this time of year. Despite my subdued enthusiasm for his

chances, I am

starting to wonder if

J Boys Echo is just

one of those horses

who is a magnet for

finding trouble on

the track (in the Blue

Grass he got

bounced in mild

traffic then got

fanned five wide),

which is not what

you want in a 20-horse Derby. As it stands now, he=s just

another wild card in a race that is flush with them already--but

at least he=ll be a nice price in the betting.

11. (10) TAPWRIT (c, Tapit--Appealing Zophie, by Successful

Appeal)

O-Bridlewood Farm, Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners & Robert V.

LaPenta. B-My Meadowview, LLC (KY). T-Todd A. Pletcher. Sales

History: $1,200,000 Ylg >15 FTSAUG. Lifetime Record: GSW, 6-3-

1-0, $343,902.

Last Start: 5th, GII Toyota Blue Grass S., KEE, Apr. 8

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GII Tampa Bay Derby, TAM, Mar.

11, 1st, Pulpit S., GP, Dec. 10

Next Start: Possible for GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs  KY Derby Points: 54

   Like McCraken, Practical Joke, and J Boys Echo ranked above

him, Tapwrit needs to shrug off an inexplicably blah Blue Grass

S. effort and rebound when it counts. AI was disappointed in his

effort in the Blue Grass,@ said trainer Pletcher. AHe didn=t get

away from the gate well, kind of put himself in a difficult

position going into the first turn. He was hung out a little bit

wide on both turns at Keeneland, which generally is not an

effective way to run over the surface there. Also, he came away

basically last, going into the first turn and behind some pretty

moderate fractions. So, you know, I think it was an off race for

him, an off day, a dull performance. Maybe he didn=t like the

track at Keeneland. We=ve also seen over the years, sometimes

having a poor race in your final prep doesn=t always mean that

you=re not going to run well on the big day ... The good news is

physically, he came out of it well and we=ll try to work on a few

things and hope he likes the surface at Churchill. But we=re still

confident that he has more ability than what we saw the other

day and, hopefully, we can get him back in the right direction.@

Barry Berkelhammer 352•804•3000

Bred by My Meadowview. Sold by Denali.
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Battalion Runner | Leslie Martin

Gunnevera | Adam Coglianese

12. (12) BATTALION RUNNER (c, 3, Unbridled=s Song--Tamboz,

by Tapit)

>TDN Rising Star= O-St. Elias Stable. B-Dell Ridge Farm, LLC (KY).

T-Todd A. Pletcher. Sales History: $700,000 Ylg >15 KEESEP.

Lifetime Record: GSP, 4-2-2-0, $200,600.

Last Start: 2nd, GII Wood Memorial S., AQU, Apr. 8

Next Start: Possible for GI Kentucky Derby, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

   >TDN Rising Star= Battalion Runner might be lightly raced (only

four starts, and just two

of them in 2017), but it=s

to his credit that in his

first try at nine furlongs

(and coming off a 64-day

layoff), he was capable

of sparring with the

more dominant Irish

War Cry in the Wood

Memorial before being

overpowered inside the

final furlong. AI think he

ran a credible race,@ said trainer Pletcher. AHe had no excuse.

Irish War Cry was better on the day. But we=re thinking if he

comes back and trains well and takes to the Churchill surface,

you can make a reasonable argument that he could improve.@

Look for a tighter, slightly sharper colt who is likely to offer good

value in the Derby; upset potential here for sure.

13. (13) GUNNEVERA (c, Dialed In--Unbridled Rage, by

Unbridled)

O-Peacock Racing Stables, LLC. B-Brandywine Farm & Stephen

Upchurch (KY). T-Antonio Sano. Sales History: $16,000 Ylg =15

KEESEP. Lifetime Record: MGSW, 8-4-2-0, $1,075,200.

Last Start: 3rd, GI Xpressbet Florida Derby, GP, Apr. 1

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GII Xpressbet Fountain of Youth

S., GP, Mar. 4; 1st, GIII Delta Downs Jackpot S., DED, Nov. 19;

1st, GII Saratoga Special S., SAR, Aug. 14

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs, Caulfield on Gunnevera

KY Derby Points: 84

   Last past the Twin Spires the first time but motoring home in

front the second time down the Churchill homestretch? That will

be the Derby game plan for this deep closer. He=s got the

attitude, the stamina, and the pedigree to excel at 10 furlongs.

And he=s already finished in front of several higher-ranked

horses on this list. So why the mid-list placement within the Top

20? It=s simply because

Gunnevera is so much at

the mercy of the pace

that will be established

in front of him. Not only does

Gunnevera need the

fractions to be as swift

as possible, but his style

dictates that he will very

likely have to loop the

entire group on the far

turn to get into

contending position, meaning there are too many important

in-race variables out of his control to count on him reliably as a

win threat. Use Gunnevera underneath in vertical wagers?

Absolutely. Single him in horizontals or bet him flat to win?

You=re taking your chances.

14. (N/A) CONQUEST MO MONEY (c, Uncle Mo--Stirring, by

Seeking the Gold)

O-Judge Lanier Racing. B-Twin Creeks Farm (NY). T-Miguel L.

Hernandez. Sales History: $150,000 Ylg >15 FTNAUG; $8,500 2yo

>16 KEENOV. Lifetime Record: SW & GISP, 5-3-2-0, $508,900.

Last Start: 2nd, GI Arkansas Derby, OP, Apr. 15

Accomplishments Include: 1st, Mine That Bird Derby, SUN, Feb.

26, 1st, Riley Allison S., SUN, Jan. 29

Next Start: Possible for GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 60

   To be truly appealing, every Derby needs a likeable outsider

who was a low-budget auction buy or hails from an

off-the-beaten-path racing circuit, and with Conquest Mo

Money you get both underdog storylines rolled into one. This

$8,500 dispersal purchase (a New York-bred competing in New

Mexico), outran his odds with a gutsy Arkansas Derby second

that now has his owners considering supplementing the

$200,000 Triple Crown late nomination fee to get him into the

Derby. At Oaklawn, he established good position four wide and

in hand, backed off a beat midway down the backstretch, lost

and re-took the lead, fought and brushed with Malagacy

(Shackleford) off the turn and through the lane, drifted out

despite right-handed encouragement, and was a jump from

winning when Classic Empire steamed by him in the shadow of

the wire. Cont. p14

Trained at Crupi’s New Castle Farm

BRED & RAISED by Brandywine Farm (Jim & Pam Robinson)
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Malagacy | Coady Photography

Hence | Coady Photography

   Although he did not race at age two, Conquest Mo Money has

five route races under his belt since Jan. 6, beating up on lesser

Sunland Park foes before back-to-back seconds in graded stakes.

He=s aggressive on the lead but not all-out crazy to attain the

front; the toughness he showed in the Arkansas Derby will stand

him in good stead in the 20-horse mash-up in Louisville should

his connections pay big bucks for the privilege of starting.

15. (11) MALAGACY (c, Shackleford--Classiest Gem, by Dehere)

>TDN Rising Star= O-Sumaya U.S. Stable. B-John Trumbulovic

(KY). T-Todd A. Pletcher. Sales History: $45,000 Wlg >14 KEENOV;

$130,000 Ylg >15 OBSAUG; $190,000 2yo >16 EASMAY. Lifetime

Record: GSW, 4-3-0-0, $616,800.

Last Start: 5th, GI Arkansas Derby, OP, Apr. 15

Accomplishments Include: 1st, GII Rebel S., OP, Mar. 18

Next Start: Possible for GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 50

   Malagacy=s fifth in the Arkansas Derby does not look all that

promising until you factor in that he was five wide from the 12

hole, always in the hunt while attending a decent pace three

wide down the back straight, and led between calls at three

separate points in the race. He did shift and drift late in the lane

when hitting an invisible stamina wall, which does not portend

well for trying the Derby at 10 furlongs, but this >TDN Rising

Star= was not

disgraced in defeat.

AI felt a little

disappointed about

the post; they didn=t

give me a chance to

load the horse,@ said

jockey Javier

Castellano. AAs soon

as he loaded they

broke out of the

gate. I think he lost a

little momentum there. I had to use a little bit to get him into

position. He gave me a good run. He is a fighter, he fought all

the way to the end. I mean I am not disappointed at all, he gave

me great effort and I am so proud of the horse.@ Trainer Pletcher

indicated Malagacy would ship back to Keeneland and wait to

see how the colt recovers before deciding on whether the Derby

is a go.

16. (16) HENCE (c, Street Boss--Floating Island, by A.P. Indy)

O/B-Calumet Farm (KY). T-Steven M. Asmussen. Lifetime

Record: GSW, 6-2-1-1, $542,601.

Last Start: 1st, GIII Sunland Derby, SUN, Mar. 26

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 50

   Hence and Gunnevera will likely get acquainted in the Derby--

they=ll likely be bringing up the rear of the brigade early while

their jockeys plot a course for the cleanest trip around (or

through) traffic. Hence will be fresh for the Derby coming off a

six-week break, and he gets a slight boost in the rankings this

week because of his

Sunland Derby win, which

last week was flattered by

fourth-place finisher Irap=s

Blue Grass tally, has been

further brightened by

runner-up Conquest Mo

Money=s subsequent

long-shot second in the

Arkansas Derby. As far back

as age two, this colt has

caught some decent company, debuting in a deep Saratoga

maiden race and also running into a sharp field at Keeneland.

Although he=s seemingly settled in as an off-the-pace type, it=s

worth noting that in Hence=s only career try at Churchill Downs,

he did flash speed, and was on the lead going a one-turn mile,

only beaten a neck.

17. (15) IRAP (c, Tiznow--Silken Cat, by Storm Cat)

O-Reddam Racing LLC. B-Aaron & Marie Jones (KY). T-Doug F.

O=Neill. Sales History: $140,000 RNA Ylg >15 KEESEP; $300,000

2yo >16 OBSMAR. Lifetime Record: GISW, 8-1-3-1, $772,600.

Last Start: 1st, GII Toyota Blue Grass S., KEE, Apr. 8

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 113

   Irap required an incredible alignment of circumstances to win

the Blue Grass S. He needed to run the race of his life, and he

also needed four horses ranked much higher than him on the

Derby trail to all run flat, non-threatening races. That unlikely

scenario materialized, and if you could sniff it out, you were

rewarded with a 31-1 return for your handicapping prowess.

There are some things to like about Irap, though, besides his

newly acquired forward momentum at the right time of year:

His winning 93 Beyer Figure matches up with several higher

ranked contenders (including Girvin, whose last two wins were

93 and 91). 

Congrats John & Gladys!! Go Malagacy!!
de Meric Sales Purchase and Graduate
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Irap | Coady

Patch | Lauren King

   Irap also sports a solid foundation of seven consecutive route

races going back to last fall,

including two tries at nine

furlongs. And, of course,

there are his winning

connections, as the

owner/trainer combo of

Reddam/O=Neill scored in

last year=s Derby with

Nyquist (Uncle Mo) and in

2012 with I=ll Have Another

(Flower Alley). This year they

won=t be heading to Louisville with an undefeated favorite like

Nyquist, but with an unheralded longshot.

18. (17) PATCH (Union Rags--Windyindy, by A.P. Indy)

>TDN Rising Star= O/B-Calumet Farm (KY). T-Todd A. Pletcher.

Lifetime Record: GSP, 3-1-2-0.

Last Start: 2nd, GII Louisiana Derby, FG, Apr. 1

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 40

   It=s on to Churchill Downs for >TDN Rising Star= Patch, who has

three lifetime starts and no wins beyond the maiden ranks, but

ran a solid second behind Girvin in the Louisiana Derby. Trainer

Pletcher has saddled two

of the last three horses

who tried to win the

Kentucky Derby off of just

three starts: Materiality

(Afleet Alex) ran sixth in

2015 and Dunkirk

(Unbridled=s Song) was

11th in 2009. For a longer

historical perspective,

consider that from 1900 to

the present, only 15 horses total have entered the Derby off just

three starts. The only winners were Big Brown (Boundary) in

2008, and the filly Regret in 1915.

19. (18) STATE OF HONOR (c, To Honor and Serve--State Cup,

by Elusive Quality)

O-Conrad Farms. B-Manfred & Penny Conrad (ON). T-Mark E.

Casse. Lifetime Record: GISP, 10-1-4-2, $382,548.

Last Start: 2nd, GI Xpressbet Florida Derby, GP, Apr. 1

Next Start: GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 62

   State of Honor owns a combined six seconds and thirds from

10 lifetime starts and recently finished second to the likes of the

higher-ranked Always Dreaming and Tapwrit. He was third

behind McCraken three starts back. He never settled when

wrangled back off the pace in the Florida Derby, and he=s going

to have to learn to chill out to run an effective, winning race.

Assistant trainer Norm Casse said that because State of Honor

trained and raced primarily over Woodbine=s synthetic Tapeta

surface as a 2-year-old, it=s taking him awhile to come around on

dirt. AHorses that are primarily based on the synthetic track

need time to acclimate to the dirt surface,@ Casse said. AWe

really thought State of Honor was a true dirt horse after his first

breeze at Palm Meadows. We have been treating every race in

his 3-year-old campaign as a stepping stone to the first Saturday

in May, and he has improved in each start.@

20. (20) THUNDER SNOW (IRE) (c, Helmet (Aus)--Eastern Joy

{GB}, by Dubai Destination)

O-Godolphin Racing LLC. B-Darley (IRE). T-Saeed bin Suroor.

Lifetime Record: G1SW, 8-4-2-0, $1,627,692.

Last Start: 1st, G2 UAE Derby, MEY, Mar. 25.

Accomplishments Include: 1st, G1 Criterium International, STC,

Oct. 30, 1st, UAE 2000 Guineas, MEY, Feb. 11.

Next Start: Possible for GI Kentucky Derby, CD, May 6

Thoro-Graph sheet, Equineline PPs

KY Derby Points: 100

   It=s difficult to gauge where Thunder Snow, who has raced in

Britain, France and Dubai, fits with the United States-based

runners should his connections opt to use the 100 qualifying

points he=s garnered overseas to enter the Derby. He was the

only Group 1 winner in the field when he scored in the UAE

Derby, and in that race he got spooked by the large infield video

board during pre-race warmups, had difficulty handling the

turns, and shied when confronted with starting gate marks on

the muddy track. AI was trying to get him concentrated, but at

the 200-meter mark he saw the marks on the ground from the

gates and he got scared about it, changed legs and he hung,@

jockey Christophe Soumillon said after the win. AI think he

showed he was just a bit immature. It=s always difficult to say if

he can handle the Kentucky Derby. You never know how good

the competitors will be overseas, but he is a great horse and I

also love him on the turf. He is so versatile.@ Unfortunately for

Thunder Snow, the Kentucky Derby is not run on the turf, it=s a

20-horse stampede with turns that are tighter than Meydan=s,

the infield is chock full of potential distractions, and the

competition will definitely be far tougher than what he

encountered in the UAE Derby.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
TIM WICKES

What Are We Waiting For?

  The last weekend of Derby preps and the water's still muddy. I

love years like this; years when you can just taste a $400 exacta.

Casse and Classic Empire came off the ropes like Ali in Zaire and

delivered a knockout punch to a big, tough field in Arkansas.

Team Casse made a slick comeback here. A little time with the

back doctor, a lot of time with the head doctor and Voila! we

have ourselves a Derby horse again. Now, we just wait and see

which Empire, Vader or Skywalker shows up.

   But enough about that, I'm pestering you yet again to plead

the case of another Hall of Fame longshot, Craig Perret. Why this

guy is a longshot completely escapes me; shoulda had a plaque

decades ago. Four Breeders= Cups, a Derby, a Belmont, and 35

years of smooth, slick, smartest guy in the race rides. Big race

jock. As Stuart Scott would have said, Acool as the other

 side of the pillow.@

   Perret, after riding quarter horses in Louisiana since he

crawled out of his mom=s stroller, made his official debut in

1967, went on to be leading apprentice that year and never

looked back. He won the Gazelle at the Big Apple in 1968 and his

ABig Race Rider@ rep built from there. When Leroy Jolley needed

to replace Braulio Baeza on Honest Pleasure, he called Perret.

Tough man to make happy, tough man to replace. All in a days

work for ol' Craig. Winner.

   Perret rode four, count'm four champion sprinters, but he was

so much more then a speed rider. Somehow he talked Honest

Pleasure and Rhythm into thinking they could get 1 1/4 miles

and won the Travers on both. He and Bet Twice ran off the

screen in the 1987 Belmont, thus denying Alysheba his Triple.

But it=s that Derby ride on Unbridled that sticks in my mind.

   Shuffled at the break, maybe 11th turning down the backside,

Perret kept his patient eye on the yellow polka dots of Pat Day

and Summer Squall, stalking them like a cat on a mouse. Day

made his move, inhaled through his nose and thought he smelt

roses and then, ruh roh, here comes Unbridled. Turning for

home, smooth as silk Perret went past Day like a Globetrotter

goes by a General, gave a casual glance to his right and hand

rode to glory. No big deal. Made it look easy.

   Don't get me wrong, those other four guys are totally qualified

for a spot at The Spa. Albarado 5000+ wins; Gomez 13 Breeders=

Cups and two Eclipses; Espinoza seven Triple Crown wins, and

Castellano four straight Eclipse Awards. But Craig Perret was

something different. Never chose to ride full time in NY or SoCal.

After he turned 25, never had 1000 or more starts in a year

again in his career. Personal choices that now I guess have him

flying under the voters= radar. But if you were at Monmouth

Park anytime over 25+ years, you knew just how good he was.

Rode what he wanted, when he wanted. Lots of favorites,

almost no mistakes. He rode the chalk like Mr. Bergbaum in

sixth grade science. Lean over the paddock rail, watch Perret,

Croll, and Levy standing under a tree talking about who was

gonna stand where in the winner's circle and try and get those

boys beat at your own peril. Watch Perret hit the rode for a big

race, Miami, NY, L.A., or Louisville and put on a clinic. Ask Maple

or Fires. Ask Krone or Brumfield. Angel or Jorge or any other

jock from that era who has a spot on the wall on Union Ave; that

Craig Perret could beat you without seeming to sweat. Open the

door folks, let him in.

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/letter-to-the-editor-tim-wickes/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/podcast/
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Monday=s Results:

5th-PRX, $53,328, Alw, 4-17, (NW1X), 3yo/up, f/m, 1m, 1:42.01,

ft.

STAY SPECIAL (f, 3, Stay Thirsty--Special Dream {SW & GSP,

$124,968}, by Officer) finished off the board in a pair of local

outings to begin her career before waking up with the addition

of blinkers to graduate by open lengths Mar. 22 at Penn

National. Given a 15-2 chance to repeat in this first routing try,

the dark bay broke sharply and made the point heading into the

clubhouse turn before being wrangled back to duel with Sweet

Like Candy (Twirling Candy) through splits of :25.06 and :49.29.

Those two continued to spar into the lane before Stay Special

found some daylight at the three-sixteenths pole and kicked

clear to a 3 3/4-length success. Sweet Like Candy held for the

place. The winner is a half to Momameamaria (Quality Road),

SP, $246,820. Her dam, unable to produce a foal in 2015 or

2016, was bred to Will Take Charge last term. Sales History:

$30,000 RNA Ylg '15 KEESEP; $22,000 2yo '16 OBSOPN. Lifetime

Record: 4-2-0-0, $48,550. Click for the Equibase.com chart or

VIDEO, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Nicole Hedus & William O=Neill; B-White Fox Farm (KY);

T-William C. Hedus.

8th-PRX, $40,500, (S), Alw, 4-17, (NW1BX), 3yo/up, f/m, 5 1/2f,

1:06.47, ft.

ITEM (f, 3, Orientate--Black Coco, by Cape Town) graduated on

debut Oct. 8 at Penn National and repeated with a game victory

in the Maryland Millions Lassie S. two weeks later at Laurel.

Managing no better than sixth in three subsequent tries, the

dark bay was dismissed at 11-1 adding blinkers in this spot.

Aggressively handled to sit third off of a contested :22.92

quarter, Item was boxed in nearing the top of the stretch, but

snuck through a rail opening to take the lead at the sixteenth

pole and edged away to a 3/4-length tally. Odds-on favorite

Firsthand Report (Blame) completed the exacta. Black Coco is

responsible for a juvenile Bellamy Road filly named Jaburu and

was bred to Jump Start last spring. Lifetime Record: SW, 6-3-0-0,

$99,480. Click for the Equibase.com chart or VIDEO, sponsored

by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Tom Coulter; B-Arrowwood Farm, Inc. (PA); T-Rodrigo

Madrigal, Sr.

TOBA Hosts Sagamore Open House:

   The Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association will host

an open house at Sagamore Farm May 16. During the daylong

event, attendees will have the opportunity to speak with farm

president Hunter Rankin, watch horses train and visit the foaling

barn. The event will also offer a tour of the new Sagamore Spirit

Distillery.

   AThe majority of our TOBA clinics are held at tracks and sales

grounds,@ said TOBA=s director of membership and marketing

Aly Kirchner. AThe idea of sharing the owner and breeder

experience with prospective owners in the bucolic setting of

Sagamore Farm, allows a more relaxed learning experience for

guests. Topics to be covered are ownership, equine health, state

incentives, sales and breeding, as well as legal and business

issues. The history of Sagamore Farm is something anyone

involved or follows the sport would admire. For such a place,

during Preakness week, to open its doors to a TOBA group is an

opportunity not to be missed.@

   Visit www.toba.org for more information.

Monday=s Results:

5th-MVR, $29,700, (S), Alw (NW3X)/Opt. Clm ($20,000), 4-17,

3yo/up, f/m, 6f, 1:13.25, ft.

NIKKI MY DARLING (f, 3, Creative Cause--Zamindarling, by

Zamindar) graduated at second asking Aug. 1 at Thistledown

and ran seventh when ambitiously spotted in the GI Chandelier

S. two starts later Oct. 1 at Santa Anita. Annexing an Ohio-bred

allowance over track and trip in her sophomore debut Mar. 8,

the gray repeated in the state-bred Southern Park S. Mar. 25

and was crushed down to 1-5 to make it three in a row here.

Away well, the $100,000 OBS March buy sat second through a

:23.88 quarter, moved to challenge the pacesetter passing a

:48.03 half, took command soon after that and edged clear in

the lane to score by three lengths. Orientate to Luv (Orientate)

was clearly second-best. The victress has a 2-year-old half-sister

by Shackleford named Cassie Is Darling and an unnamed yearling

half-sister by Archarcharch. Zamindarling was bred to

Commissioner last season. Sales History: $47,000 RNA Wlg '14

KEENOV; $47,000 RNA Ylg '15 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: SW,

7-4-0-0, $101,533. Click for the Equibase.com chart.

O-Loooch Racing Stables, Inc. & Imaginary Stables; B-Sheltowee

Farm & James E. Evans (OH); T-Jeffrey A. Radosevich. 

Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Stay+Thirsty#tot
http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=5&BorP=P&TID=PRX&CTRY=USA&DT=04/17/2017&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
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http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=8&BorP=P&TID=PRX&CTRY=USA&DT=04/17/2017&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
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http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/201704171611PHD8/
http://www.toba.org
Http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Creative+Cause#tot
http://www.equibase.com/premium/eqbPDFChartPlus.cfm?RACE=5&BorP=P&TID=MVR&CTRY=USA&DT=04/17/2017&DAY=D&STYLE=EQB
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INDUSTRY INFO

Haydon, White Named to Grayson-Jockey Club Posts:

   Jamie Haydon has been named vice-president and Holly White

director of development of the Grayson-Jockey Club Research

Foundation, the group=s chairman Dell Hancock announced

Monday. Both will be based in The Jockey Club=s Lexington

office. 

   With The Jockey Club since 2008, Haydon will help oversee

daily administration and operations of the foundation. He will

also continue to lend support to the foundation=s equine health

and safety initiatives, such as the Welfare and Safety of the

Racehorse Summit and The Jockey Club=s Thoroughbred Safety

Committee. 

   White previously served in various fundraising capacities for

the Rochester Regional Health Foundation, the University of

Rochester, Keuka College, and the St. John=s Foundation. She

also served as a public relations assistant for the Equine

Marketing Group and Reichert Celebration and for the Alfred

University Equestrian Center. 

   AThese two appointments will fortify our foundation at a time

when we have just announced a record level of funding,@

Hancock said. AJamie brings a wealth of knowledge about the

Thoroughbred industry and a long list of contacts, while Holly is

well-versed in fundraising and maintains a long-lasting

commitment to equine health and soundness. We are fortunate

to have both of them, and we welcome them to the

foundation.@

   Grayson-Jockey Club Research Foundation=s board of directors

recently approved a 2017 budget of $1,483,542 to fund 11 new

equine research projects, eight renewing two-year studies, and

two career development awards. The total was the highest ever

provided in one year by the foundation, which dates from the

creation of the original Grayson Foundation in 1940.

IN JAPAN:

Warrior's Cross, c, 4, Warrior=s Reward--Dattts Cool, by

   Bluegrass Cat. Nakayama, 4-16, Plate Race, 6f. Lifetime

   Record: 7-2-1-3, $189,815. O-Silk Racing; B-B & B Bloodstock

   Inc & Marty Hughes; T-Sakae Kunieda. *$62,000 Ylg >14

   ESLSEP; $200,000 2yo >15 OBSMAR.

#Fiducia, m, 5, Medaglia d=Oro--Believe (Ch. Older Mare-Jpn,

   MSW & GSP-Jpn, $3,836,758), by Sunday Silence. Nakayama,

   4-16, Shunrai S., 6fT. Lifetime Record: 21-6-4-2, $1,045,000.

   O-Koji Maeda; B-North Hills Co Ltd.; T-Shigeki Matsumoto.

   *1/2 to Faridat (Kingmambo), MSW & G1SP-Jpn, $2,775,990.

   **AI had been instructed to make ground earlier,@ said winning

   pilot Yutaka Yoshida. AShe never gave up until the finish and,

   as she is out of a champion mare in Believe, the 1200m should

   suit her.@

Seseri, h, 6, Curlin--Mine Inning (SP), by Mining. Hanshin, 4-16,

   Plate Race, 10f. Lifetime Record: 22-4-0-1, $514,537. O-Naoya

   Fujii; B-William Paca Beatson Jr; T-Hideyuki Mori. *1/2 to

   Ramazutti (Honor Grades), GSW, $312,638. **$50,000 Wlg >11

   KEENOV; $175,000 Ylg >12 KEESEP. ***AHe was able to race

   close to the lead,@ said winning jockey Kenji Kawamata. AI had

   to ask him at just the right time, but he answered me well and

   kicked strongly to the line.@

Second-crop starters to watch: Tuesday, April 18
Sire (Sire’s Sire), current farm, 2013 Fee, #foals of racing age/Winners/

BlackTypeWnrs * Race #-track, race type, distance, runner, odds (if available)

QUITE A HANDFUL (Mutakddim), Holden Farm, $600, 23/0/0

8-IND, Msw 5 1/2f, Handfuls Baby Girl, 6-1

WHAT NOW (Distorted Humor), R Star Stallions, 11/1/0

4-IND, Msw 5 1/2f, Bar Rag, 20-1

4-IND, Msw 5 1/2f, Snapaselfie, 8-1

                                                               

Stay Special (Stay Thirsty) wins second 
straight in her two-turn debut at Parx
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The Breeders’ Farm | 859.294.0030 | spendthriftfarm.com

$320,000
Colt purchased by Dennis O’Neill

at OBS MARCH

$140,000
Colt purchased by West Point TB

at BARRETTS MARCH

Keep your cash.  
Keep your profit.

The Most Brilliant G1 Son of DISTORTED HUMOR 

JIMMY CREED

LOOK FOR MORE FIRST 2YOs AT OBS APRIL

Distorted Humor – Hookedonthefeelin, by Citidancer

Fee: $5,000 S&N | Breed Secure: $6,500

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/horses/jimmy-creed.html
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BREEDERS’ EDITION
 

                                                                                                       

ALLOWANCE RESULTS:

5th-TRY, $25,000, 4-15, (C), 3yo/up, 1 1/2mT, 2:37.40 (NCR), fm.

ANY GIVEN ROYAL (g, 8, Any Given Saturday--Really Royal {SW,

$199,604}, by Unreal Zeal) Lifetime Record: GSP, 43-8-7-6,

$395,946. O-Wendy W. Hendriks; B-Ben Lengacher (KY);

T-Richard J. Hendriks. *$130,000 Ylg '10 KEESEP.

6th-TRY, $25,000, 4-15, (C), 3yo/up, 1 1/2mT, 2:35.60 (NCR), fm.

TOP STRIKER (g, 8, Van Nistelrooy--Two's Cozy, by Cozzene)

Lifetime Record: 27-9-3-4, $341,954. O-Mrs. George M. Sensor;

B-Sycamore Hall Farm LLC (MD); T-Archibald J. Kingsley, Jr.

UPCOMING MAJOR

NORTH AMERICAN STAKES

 Date Race Track

4/21 GIII Doubledogdare S. KEE

4/22 GII Elkhorn S. KEE

GII Charles Town Classic CT

GIII Illinois Derby HAW

4/23 GIII Elkhorn S. KEE

4/29 GII San Francisco Mile GG

5/5 GI Kentucky Oaks CD

GI La Troienne S. CD

GII Alysheba S. CD

GIII Eight Belles S. CD

GIII Edgewood S. CD

GIII Twin Spires Turf Sprint S. CD

GIII Vagrancy H. BEL

5/6 GI Kentucky Derby CD

GI Humana Distaff CD

GI Woodford Reserve Turf Classic CD

GII American Turf S. CD

GII Churchill Distaff Turf Mile CD

GII Sheepshead Bay S. BEL

GIII Pat Day Mile CD

GIII Fort Marcy S. BEL

GIII Westchester S. BEL

GIII Senorita S. SA

5/7 GIII Texas Mile S. LS

GIII Adoration S. SA

5/13 GI Man o’ War S. BEL

GII Ruffian H. BEL

GIII Hanshin Cup  AP

GIII Beaugay S. BEL

GIII Peter Pan S. BEL

GIII Lazaro Barrera S. SA

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://werkhorse.com/enicks/
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IN TDN AMERICA TODAY
WINSTAR TDN DERBY TOP 20 FOR APR. 18 
All the prep races for the GI Kentucky Derby have been run, and

now the contenders enter the phase of microscopic analysis that

accompanies the Run for the Roses waiting game. T.D. Thornton

has the details. Click or tap here to go straight to TDN America.

CRAVEN SALE OPENS
NEWMARKET SEASON

Kodiac filly (Lot 30) | Emma Berry

by Emma Berry

   Newmarket=s 2017 season bursts into action on Tuesday 

but, prior to the Craven meeting getting underway, the 

Rowley Mile played host to 129 juveniles who will go under 

the hammer at Tattersalls in two post-racing sessions, starting 

from 6 p.m. local time today.

   The Craven Sale is the third breeze-up auction to take place in 
Britain over the last fortnight, but it maintains its position as the 
country=s most prestigious sale of its kind, with recent poster 
boys including Mehmas (Ire) (Acclamation {GB}), who, less than 
a month after selling to Peter and Ross Doyle on behalf of Al 
Shaqab Racing for 170,000gns last year, won on debut at 
Chester=s May meeting. From that promising beginning, he 
added victories in the G2 Arqana July S. and G2 Qatar Richmond

S. and is now ensconced at Tally-Ho Stud.

The sale may have lost its sole Deep Impact (Jpn) juvenile

among the 23 withdrawals, but the one Frankel (GB) 2-year-old

to be offered in Britain this year remains, the son of Cape Blanco

(GB)=s half-sister Laurelei (Ire) (Oratorio {Ire}) being a member of

the Bansha House Stables draft (lot 17). Con Marnane=s

consignment also contains the only Uncle Mo youngster in the

catalogue (lot 22), the first foal of stakes winner Lovely Syn

(Freud).

Cont. p2

WEEKLY WRAP FOR APR. 18
by Emma Berry

   The white jacket and purple cap of Gerard

Augustin-Normand's racing silks have in recent years become as

instantly recognisable on racecourses as those more historically

aligned to the French Turf of the Aga Khan, Wertheimer

brothers and the Niarchos family. 

   All four sets of colours were prominent at Chantilly on Sunday,

where the Niarchos-bred Senga provided her Claiborne-based

sire Blame with a serious European Classic chance when winning

the G3 Prix de la Grotte. The fillies' trial was also won by her

trainer Pascal Bary in 2005 for the same owner-breeder when

Divine Proportions (Kingmambo) struck en route to claiming

both the G1 Poule d'Essai des Pouliches and G1 Prix de Diane

Hermes. Cont. p3

http://www.tattersalls.com/cat/breezeup/2017/17.pdf
http://www.tattersalls.com/cat/breezeup/2017/22.pdf
http://www.tattersalls.com/breezeup-sale-overview.php
http://www.arqana.com/catalogue/2017_breeze_up_sale_12_may_2017/221
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(l-r) James Fanshawe, Hugo Merry & Jane Allison | Emma Berry

Animal Kingdom colt | Emma Berry

Craven Sale Opens Newmarket Season Cont. from p1
   The continuing attraction of the American sales to British and
Irish pinhookers was underlined last week at Goffs when a
couple of Keeneland-bought yearlings made hefty profits for
their consignors. Darley=s Animal Kingdom, who has already
been represented by two winners from his first Australian crop,
has just one representative at Tattersalls, lot 58, a son of GI
Personal Ensign S. winner Shadow Cast (Smart Strike) bought by
Roger O=Callaghan for $50,000 at Keeneland last September.

   Four years ago, a colt by Elusive Quality out of the winning
Miesque=s Son mare Gender Dance, who later became the
Group 3 winner Great White Eagle, topped the sale at
760,000gns for Eddie O=Leary=s Lynn Lodge Stud. This time
around O=Leary=s fellow Irish vendor, Jim McCartan of Gaybrook
Lodge Stud, offers his half-brother (lot 141), who is one of four
juveniles in the sale by the late Scat Daddy and failed to reach

his reserve of $65,000 at Keeneland last year.
   A new name on the list of consignors this season is Fforest
Farm, the picturesque Pembrokeshire base of National Hunt
trainer Rebecca Curtis, who, with partner Gearoid Costelloe, is
making a first foray into the world of flat sales this season.
   AWe=re keen to get involved more on the trading side,@ said
Curtis, who consigns a Kodiac (GB) filly (lot 30) and colts by first-
season sire Declaration Of War (lots 73 and 135). AI really enjoy
working with the young horses, particularly the breeze-up
horses.@
   The trainer of around 50 jumpers, Curtis=s first juvenile
through the ring last week at the Goffs UK Breeze-up Sale, a colt
by Zoffany (Ire), sold to the Hong Kong Jockey Club for
,100,000.
   She added, AOne of our owners invested in seven yearlings last
year and we may get involved more heavily next year--we=ll see
how it goes.@
   The profile of the Craven Sale has been improving steadily in
recent years, with last year=s average of 110,788gns and median
of 77,500gns both being record figures. Following a bumper
start to the breeze-up sales at Ascot and Doncaster so far this
month, hopes will be high for similarly impressive results this
year in Newmarket.
   For videos of the breezes and the full catalogue, go to
www.tattersalls.com.

                                                               

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.tattersalls.com/cat/breezeup/2017/58.pdf
http://www.tattersalls.com/cat/breezeup/2017/141.pdf
http://www.tattersalls.com/cat/breezeup/2017/30.pdf
http://www.tattersalls.com/cat/breezeup/2017/73.pdf
http://www.tattersalls.com/cat/breezeup/2017/135.pdf
file:///|//http///r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Kn7CIHa4ohmFXgLaq4z2STqP42rQPzmflS0mVQ3604PY0egGKkzTIiNDKRbPeE9I32-36sOXY3YLza_SZZ9wZ5vcN-JbSLAWjDhER9Jd_zCoMmIsNS-_mfB3z4PmALN5NSex52J-FOoSZDcLP0gqZZmNmYaT_nDnNOKnwCo0qqA=&c=pmYxFBEQyhOY1oY6JpF5WTXgev7ukyxEDZqMLKkN0Zq_-Gjuzu6Nx
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/craven-sale-opens-newmarket-season/
http://www.plus10bonus.com/
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Rebecca Curtis | Racing Post

Rajsaman | Emma Berry

Cont. from p1

   In the colts' trial, the G3 Prix de Fontainebleau,

Brametot (Fr) put down an important marker as

the first group winner for his young sire Rajsaman

(Fr), himself successful in the same race in 2010, in which

Siyouni (Fr) and Lope De Vega (Ire) completed the trifecta. The

latter went on to dual Classic success and, while Siyouni didn't

win again after his G1 Prix Jean-Luc Lagardere victory the

previous year, both he and Lope De Vega have made notably

successful starts to their stallion careers. 

Cont. p4
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Ratiocination & Parabellum | Scoop Dyga

Weekly Wrap Cont.

   Hopes will be high that Rajsaman, the busiest first-season

stallion of 2013 in France upon his retirement to stud, can follow

suit. He has big footsteps to follow even from within his own

farm of Haras de la Cauviniere, as he stands alongside Le Havre

(Ire), whose first crop contained Avenir Certain (Fr). That filly's

double strike in the French Classics was emulated last year by

another of Le Havre's daughters, La Cressonniere (Fr), and both

were raced by the stallion's owner Augustin-Normand in

partnership with Antonio Caro.

Desperate Days For Rouget...
   The link between Le Havre, his Classic-winning daughters and

now Brametot is of course Jean-Claude Rouget, who wrestled

the French champion trainer's title away from Andre Fabre last

year after a banner season which saw Europe's top-rated

3-year-old Almanzor (Fr) (Wootton Bassett {GB}) at the

forefront of his team.

   The strength in depth of Rouget's runners made him a worthy

champion but some of his main rivals had seasons to forget

owing to a respiratory virus which ravaged a number of stables

in Chantilly. Certainly Fabre and both Criquette and Freddy Head

were among the leading trainers in the town whose horses were

affected in the first half of last season.

   While Fabre has had all guns blazing during the early weeks of

this season, Rouget is now in the position of facing a threat to

his stable, and it is one with far more serious repercussions than

mere lacklustre performances. Over the weekend, France Galop

issued a bulletin to confirm an outbreak of the potentially fatal

neurological strain of Equine Herpesvirus (EHV-1) in Pau, the

south-west training centre in which Rouget has by far the

biggest string. The champion trainer confirmed himself at

Chantilly on Sunday that two of his horses--the Antonio

Caro-owned Alcoy (Fr) (Aussie Rules) and recent Saint-Cloud

runner-up Mille Pieds (Fr) (Zoffany {Ire})--have been euthanised.

A further 25 of his horses have tested positive for EHV from a

barn of 57 colts and geldings which contains the Group 1

winners Almanzor and Zelzal (Fr) (Sea The Stars {Ire}).

   Brametot's eye-catching victory, after missing the start and

giving his rivals a five-length lead, could not have come at a

better time to give his trainer a vital boost in a desperate week.

In Chantilly, however, eyebrows may well have been raised in

some quarters that Rouget is even allowed to field any runners,

despite the fact that they are being tested on arrival at

racecourses and stabled apart from other horses.

   Quoted in yesterday's Jour de Galop, the trainer was at pains

to point out that he is adhering strictly to the guidelines set out

by France Galop.

   "We have a special procedure at the racecourses," he said.

"We are not taking any risks. Last year there were risks when

there was a virus here in Chantilly but France Galop did not

consider it serious enough to communicate beforehand. We

travelled thinking that there wasn't a risk but there was. I prefer

to be frank and to communicate openly what is happening in

order to dispel potential rumours from some of my colleagues

who would welcome the news that my horses are forbidden to

run."

Taking Aim at the Classics...
   What effect this episode will have on Rouget's season is

impossible to quantify, but the trainer has already ventured that

even once he has the likes of Almanzor and Zelzal back on track,

which is unlikely to be before June, he feels they will be firing at

only 60 to 70% of their ability. At this stage, he is still leading the

French trainers' table by number of winners, with six in hand

over Fabre at the time of writing, but the former champion is

ahead on prize-money and, if recent group-race results are

anything to go by, appears to have plenty of bullets to fire at

Classic targets.

   One result that narrowly failed to go Fabre's way at Chantilly

on Sunday was the short-head defeat of Godolphin's Parabellum

(Ire) (Dubawi {Ire}), the most expensive colt sold at auction in

Europe in 2015 when plucked from the Ecurie des Monceaux

draft for i2.6 million at Arqana's August Sale.

   His conqueror in the mile maiden, Ratiocination (Ire)

(Excelebration {Ire}), formed the first half of a notable double

for Pascal Bary and the Niarchos family which was completed

later by the aforementioned Senga. The G1 Prix Marcel Boussac

winner Denebola (Storm Cat) is the link between both winners,

as dam of Ratiocination and grandam of Senga. Both appear to

have bright futures and the family's achievements could be

amplified later this season by the first runners for Maxios (GB)

(Monsun {Ger}), who is one of two Group 1-winning sons of

Denebola's half-sister Moonlight's Box (Nureyev). Cont. p5

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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 Rajsaman (Fr)

 Linamix (Fr)
Mendez (Fr)

 Bellypha (Ire)

 Miss Carina (Fr)

 Lunadix (Fr)
 Breton (GB)
 Lutine (GB)

 Rose Quartz
(GB)

 Lammtarra
 Nijinsky II

 Snow Bride

 Graphite
 Mr. Prospector

 Stellarette

 Morning
Light (Ger)

 6-2-1-0, $7,309
 10Fls, 3Wnrs,
1GSP, 1GSW

 Law Society

Alleged
 Hoist the Flag

 Princess Pout

 Bold Bikini
 Boldnesian

 Ran-Tan

 Mosella (Ger)
SP-Ger 

10Fls, 6Wnrs,
1MG1SW

 

 Surumu (Ger)
 Literat (Ger)

 Surama (Ger)

 Monasia (Ger)
 6Fls, 6 Wnrs, 3SWs

 Authi (Ire)

 Monacensia (Ger)

Weekly Wrap Cont.

   A number of French trainers have shown their Classic hands in

trials over the last two weekends, but the British season will

finally lurch into top gear from Tuesday, with the start of the

Craven meeting at Newmarket, followed on Friday by Newbury's

two-day Greenham meeting. The increasing reluctance of

trainers to run their best colts and fillies in public prior to the

Classics means that the picture will not necessarily become

crystal clear but it should at least become less muddy.

   Fabre has already intimated that he could bring the highly

impressive Al Shaqab colt Al Wukair (Ire) (Dream Ahead) to

Newmarket in a bid to win his third G1 2000 Guineas. It may be

more than 20 years since he last struck in the race with

Pennekamp (Bering {GB}), but it was only three years ago that

Miss France (Ire) (Dansili {GB}) gave Fabre his most recent

Classic victory in England in the G1 1000 Guineas. On current

form, any raider dispatched by Fabre across the Channel must

be treated with the utmost respect, whatever may happen in

this week's British trials.

RAJSAMAN & BRAMETOT
   What a difference a few years can make. In an

article for the Thoroughbred Owner & Breeder in

July 2013, I mentioned the imbalance between

the breeding industry in France and its

counterparts in Britain and Ireland. I pointed out

that the French cupboard had been left comparatively bare

when American studs regularly plundered France=s best stallions

during the 1970s and >80s. The cupboard stayed depleted when

French-trained superstars, such as Peintre Celebre, Montjeu,

Hurricane Run, Suave Dancer and Dalakhani, were all retired to

Irish or English studs.

   The situation became so bad that, by 2012, the highest-priced

stallion in France (Elusive City) commanded a fee no higher than

i15,000--a fee which would have seen him struggle to reach

the top 20 in Ireland. Fortunately--as the politicians would say--

some green shoots of revival were beginning to show, with one

of the main causes for optimism being the involvement of

Sheikh Joaan=s Al Shaqab operation at Haras de Bouquetot,

which now houses the highly popular Shalaa. I also mentioned

the possibility that Intello would be based in France.

   One stud I didn=t mention, though, was Haras de la Cauviniere,

but it is this burgeoning operation which has played a significant

role in the rapid turnaround in the French industry=s fortunes.

BRAMETOT (Ire), c, 2014

Lifetime Record: 5-4-1-0, €126,400

   Operated by Sylvain and Elisabeth Vidal, La Cauviniere stood

only one stallion in 2010. Although that horse--Le Havre--had

won the 2009 G1 Prix du Jockey-Club, he was by a stallion who

had been sold to India and his fee was set no higher than

i5,000. A year later Le Havre was joined by Air Chief Marshal, a

Group 3 Irish winner who had been runner-up in the G1 Phoenix

S. as a juvenile. This son of Danehill Dancer started out at a fee

of i3,000.

   Then, in 2013, a third stallion was added in the form of the

miler Rajsaman, who had become a dual Group 2 winner in the

Prix du Muguet and Prix Daniel Wildenstein. Without a Group 1

win to his name, this son of Linamix was priced at only i4,000.

   Of course, Le Havre now ranks as France=s highest-priced

stallion, with his fee having soared to i60,000 following his feat

of siring a dual Classic-winning daughter in two of his first three

crops.

   Air Chief Marshal has also earned an increase in his fee, having

hit the Group 1 target when his second-crop son Mont Ormel

landed last year=s G1 Grand Prix de Paris.

   Now it=s the turn of Rajsaman. His fee jumped to i8,000 for

this season, after he ended 2016 as France=s leading first-crop

sire, with 12 winners from 50 starters. They included Brametot,

winner of the Listed Grand Prix de Bordeaux, and Prinz

Hlodowig, who finished a close second in the G3 Prix de Conde.

   Rajsaman=s profile received another boost two days ago, when

Brametot booked his ticket to the G1 Poule d=Essai des Poulains

with a fine last-to-first effort in the G3 Prix de Fontainebleau.

Remarkably, the Fontainebleau had also been won by Rajsaman

in 2010, by Rajsaman=s sire Linamix in 1990 and by Linamix=s sire

Mendez in 1984. Linamix went on to win the Poule d=Essai.

   Brametot=s finishing effort was reminiscent of the way

Rajsaman often raced, such as when he cut down Rio De La Plata

in the Prix Daniel Wildenstein and when he ran on to finish a

fine third behind Goldikova and Cirrus des Aigles in the G1 Prix

d=Ispahan. Cont. p6
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Brametot | Scoop Dyga

Rajsaman | Scoop Dyga

Pedigree Insights Cont.

   However, Rajsaman didn=t have to be ridden with restraint.

Carrying the Aga Khan=s second colours and apparently acting as

a pacemaker for the odds-on Siyouni, Rajsaman did his job so

well in the Prix de Fontainebleau that he held on to win from

Siyouni and Lope de Vega. Incidentally, Siyouni now ranks as

France=s second-highest-priced stallion, at i45,000, which is

another sign of how far the French industry has flourished since

2012.

   The Aga Khan=s team decided that Rajsaman was surplus to

requirements towards the end of his 3-year-old season and

consequently he was offered at the 2010 Arc de Triomphe sale,

where he was bought for i440,000 on behalf of Saeed Nasser

Al Romaithi. Although Rajsaman proved to be an inspired buy,

his career petered out at the age of five. Sent to Dubai, he failed

to reproduce his best form in three starts in 2012.

   A disappointing final season can often prove a serious

handicap for a young stallion, but not for Rajsaman. The La

Cauviniere team appears to excel at making their stallions

available at the right price and Rajsaman was the busiest stallion

in France in his first season in 2013, when he covered 184

mares. In doing so he continued a trend, as Air Chief Marshal

and Le Havre had been the busiest stallions in France in 2012,

when they respectively covered 156 and 155 mares. In 2014 Le

Havre topped the table with 179 mares, while Rajsaman=s 146

earned him third place. It was a similar story in 2015, when

Rajsaman and Le Havre were the busiest stallions in France, with

219 and 199 mares respectively. In other words, Rajsaman and

Le Havre both enjoy the numerical advantage which is so helpful

to a modern-day stallion, and Rajsaman has 140 yearlings this

year.

   One mustn=t underestimate the help that the La Cauviniere

team has received from Gerard Augustin-Normand, who

co-owns Le Havre=s Classic winners Avenir Certain and La

Cressonniere, as well as Rajsaman=s son Brametot.

   As the saying goes, one swallow does not a summer make, so

Rajsaman still has work to do but the possibility exists that he

could develop into a worthy substitute for his sire Linamix, who

died last year at the age of 29, after being pensioned in 2007.

Linamix was France=s leading sire in 1998 and 2004 and was

responsible for more than 40 group winners from a total of 871

foals, which works out to an impressive figure of nearly 5%.

   Bearing in mind that Linamix left more than 20 group-winning

sons, he theoretically had every chance of establishing a

flourishing male line, but it hasn=t happened and Rajsaman is

only the fourth son to sire a group winner. The only one with

more than one such winner is Slickly, who numbers the

four-time Group 1 winner Meandre among his six group scorers.

The Linamix stallions have arguably enjoyed more success as

sires of jumpers, with the excellent Martaline leading the way.

   Rajsaman was bred by the Aga Khan from Rose Quartz, who

won over 1 5/8 miles for Sheikh Mohammed, and it is fair to

expect Rajsaman to sire winners over a mile and a quarter or

more. Brametot=s pedigree suggests that he will stay well

enough for the Prix du Jockey-Club, provided he continues to

settle.

   His first two dams, Morning Light and Mosella, are respectively

daughters of the G1 Irish Derby winner Law Society and the G1

German Derby winner Surumu. Morning Light has the distinction

of being a half-sister to Monsun, the outstanding German

stallion who often proved an influence for stamina. Moonlight

Melody, another Law Society mare from this family, became the

dam of Molly Malone, winner of the G1 Prix du Cadran over two

and a half miles.
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Classic winner Jet Setting | Racing Post

ENTRIES OPEN FOR GOFFS LONDON SALE
   Entries for the fourth renewal of the Goffs London Sale in

association with QIPCO opened Monday, with the boutique sale

aiming to catalogue approximately 50 lots comprised of horses

in training with Royal Ascot entries and a selection of elite

breeding stock. Slated for The Orangery at Kensington Palace on

the eve of Royal Ascot, Monday, June 19, past graduates of the

sale include next day G2 Coventry S. runner-up Cappella

Sansevero (GB) (Showcasing {GB}) who was knocked down for

£1.3 million in 2014; the first foal by Frankel (GB) offered at

public auction anywhere in the world alongside his dam Crystal

Gaze (Ire) (Rainbow Quest), who was back in foal to the

Juddmonte resident, brought £1.15 million. Last term, G1 Irish

1000 Guineas heroine Jet Setting (Ire) (Fast Company {Ire}) went

the way of the China Horse Club for £1.3 million. Group 1

winner Pornichet (Fr) (Vespone {Ire}), and Classic hero Harbour

Law (GB) (Lawman {Fr}) are also graduates of the Goffs London

Sale.

   AWe have been thrilled with how the sale has developed since

2014, but are always looking to improve and refine it,@ said

Goffs Group Chief Executive Henry Beeby. AAs a shop window on

the eve of the most global race meeting in the world, our vision

for it is to continue to attract new buyers and investment in our

sport. To be able to purchase a thoroughbred on the eve of

Royal Ascot and see it run the same week in your name and in

your own colours is something we believe is very attractive and

are very grateful to the BHA who have enabled this to happen.@

    Continued Beeby, AOnce again, we would like to thank our

title sponsor QIPCO for their ongoing commitment along with

partners, Chateau Leoube, Selfridges and Select Mobile. We are

also delighted to welcome JetSmarter and Claridges as new

supporting partners this year.@

   The sale format will not contain a breeze-up section, unlike

previous years and nominations for horses in training and

breeding stock entries are now open and can be made by

contacting Goffs at +353 45 886600. Alternatively, or for more

information, please go to www.goffs.com.

Monday, Cologne, Germany

KARIN BARONIN VON ULLMANN -

SCHWARZGOLD-RENNEN-G3, i55,000, COL, 4-17, 3yo, f, 8fT,

1:38.88, gd.

1--DELECTATION (GB), 128, f, 3, by Delegator (GB)

1st Dam: Chushka (GB), by Pivotal (GB)

2nd Dam: Ravine (GB), by Indian Ridge (Ire)

3rd Dam: Cubby Hole (GB), by Town and Country (GB)

   (3,000gns RNA Ylg >15 TAOCT). O-Australian Bloodstock Stable;

   B-Crossfields Bloodstock Ltd (GB); T-Andreas Wohler;

   J-Eduardo Pedroza. i32,000. Lifetime Record: GSW-Eng,

   3-3-0-0, i85,746. Werk Nick Rating: A++. Click for the 

   eNicks report & 5-cross pedigree.

2--Alicante (Ger), 128, f, 3, Lando (Ger)--Annouche (Ger), by

   Unfuwain. O/B-Gestut Rottgen (GER); T-Markus Klug. i12,000.

(DH)-3--Peace In Motion, 128, f, 3, Hat Trick (Jpn)--Peace Royale

   (Ger), by Sholokhov (Ire). O/B-Dr Christoph Berglar (KY); 

   T-Waldemar Hickst. i3,000.

(DH)-3--Hargeisa, 128, f, 3, Speightstown--Hasay (GB), by

   Lomitas (GB). O/B-Stiftung Gestut Fahrhof (KY); T-Mario Hofer.

   i3,000.

Margins: 2, NK, DHT. Odds: 2.40, 5.60, 2.00 & 8.20.

Also Ran: Arazza (Ger), Viva La Flora (Ger), Qool (GB), Alwina

(Ger), Djumay (Ger). Scratched: Rainbow Royal (Ire). Click for

the Racing Post result or the free Equineline.com catalogue-

style pedigree.

   Delectation, who stepped up off a two-length debut win for

trainer Bryan Smart at Thirsk Aug. 9 to become the first stakes

winner for her sire (by Dansili {GB}) when annexing the

six-furlong G3 Firth of Clyde S. at Ayr in her only other start Sept.

17, was acquired by new connections after that latest triumph. 

Cont. p8
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Delectation | www.galopponline.de

Salouen | Scoop Dyga

G3 Karin Baronin Von Ullmann-Schwarzgold-Rennen Cont.

   She maintained her unbeaten tally with a decisive score in this

trial for Dusseldorf=s June 18 G2 German 1000 Guineas. The bay

was comfortable under a tight hold in rear, after breaking from

an outer gate, as Alwina (Ger) (Areion {Ger}) poached a clear

lead through the early fractions. Beginning a forward move once

passing the halfway mark, she fanned wide into the straight with

all but the pacesetting Alwina taking a similar route and kept on

powerfully under mild urging once weaving a passage to the

front approaching the final furlong to double her black-type tally

with plenty to spare.

Pedigree Notes...
   Delectation is the third and best winner, from as many foals to

race, out of a winning half-sister to G2 July S. victor Captain

Hurricane (GB) (Desert Style {Ire}), and her second dam Ravine

(GB) (Indian Ridge {Ire}) is a winning half-sister to MGSW G1

1000 Guineas runner-up Niche (GB) (Risk Me {Fr}). She hails

from a family which also includes European champion sprinter

and G1 Nunthorpe S., GI Breeders' Cup Sprint and G1 Haydock

Sprint Cup-winning sire Sheikh Albadou (GB) (Green Desert), and

is kin to a 2-year-old colt by Foxwedge (Aus).

AMORE CONNECTIONS MULLING OPTIONS
   No decision has been made as to which route Dermot Weld

will take with his exciting filly Tocco D'Amore (Ire) (Raven=s

Pass), who was tabbed a >TDN Rising Star= following her six-

length win when unveiled at Naas Apr. 9. The 3-year-old beat

some well-regarded colts on her debut and holds entries in the

G1 Investec Oaks and the Irish equivalent. A Classic trial is likely

to be the next port of call, with the G3 Blue Wind S. at The

Curragh on May 13 an option for the Raven's Pass filly.

   Weld's son and assistant Kris said, "We're not in any great rush

with Tocco D'Amore--she has a lot of entries and is in

everything. A filly as valuable as her, you hope she might live up

to some of her pedigree--it's never guaranteed. We haven't

decided what route we're going with her, but we were thrilled

to win with her at Naas. We weren't surprised she won against

the colts--nobody listened to us so that's not our problem. We'll

give her time to come out of the race and hopefully she'll be

competing in good races before too long."

Tuesday, Newmarket, post time: 4.05 p.m.

BET365 FEILDEN S.-Listed, ,37,000, 3yo, 9fT

SC PP HORSE SIRE JOCKEY TRAINER
1 3 Law and Order (Ire) Lawman (Fr) Harley Tate
2 6 Al Hamdany (Ire) Kodiac (GB) Bentley M Botti
3 4 Apex King (Ire) Kodiac (GB) Atzeni E Dunlop
4 2 Khalidi (GB) High Chaparral (Ire) Dettori Gosden
5 5 Max Zorin (Ire) Cape Cross (Ire) Probert Balding
6 7 Montataire (Ire) Cape Cross (Ire) Fanning Johnston
7 1 Salouen (Ire) Canford Cliffs (Ire) Moore Kirk
All carry 126 pounds bar Law and Order, 129.

   The opening day of Newmarket=s Craven meeting witnesses

the return of Sylvester Kirk=s stable star Salouen in this nine-

furlong contest, used as a stepping stone to Classic glory and

more by Golden Horn (GB) (Cape Cross {Ire}) in 2015. The Upper

Lambourn conditioner is hoping he has a Derby contender in his

care, as the bay comes back off a runner-up finish to National

Defense (GB) (Invincible Spirit {Ire}) in the Oct. 2 G1 Prix Jean-

Luc Lagardere and a third behind Rivet (Ire) (Fastnet Rock {Aus})

in Doncaster=s Oct. 22 G1 Racing Post Trophy last time. Cont. p9
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FIRST WINNER FOR SIRE

Listed Feilden S. Preview Cont.

   ASalouen performed well last year and has done really well

over the winter,@ said Kirk. AHe has strengthened up lovely and

could not be better at the moment. He is in good shape and the

plan is to get him to Epsom for the [June 3 G1] Investec Derby.

We think he wants fast ground as he broke the 2-year-old

course record [tackling an extended mile] at Windsor on good-

to-firm, although he did run well in the Racing Post Trophy on

soft ground. I probably should have made more use of him that

day, but I didn=t want him bombing along and then stopping.@ 

   There is no shortage of talent in opposition and his rivals

include recent Listed International Trial S. victor Law and Order,

who carries a three-pound impost for that success and makes

the short hop from James Tate=s local yard; Marco Botti trainee

Al Hamdany, making his sophomore return coming off a second

in last term=s Listed Silver Tankard S. at Pontefract; and John

Gosden incumbent Khalidi, who was burdened with the top

weight of 133 pounds when third in an informative handicap at

Doncaster in his seasonal debut Apr. 2.

Monday=s Results:

2nd-WOL, ,6,400, Mdn, 4-17, 3yo/up, 5f 216y (AWT), 1:12.82,

stn.

MOSTAHEL (GB) (c, 3, Acclamation {GB}--Entente Cordiale {Ire},

by Ela-Mana-Mou {Ire}), a last-out second going an extended

mile at Leicester Apr. 2, broke in fourth and remained there

through the early fractions of this one. Improving into third at

halfway, the 2-1 second choice quickened smartly to challenge

soon after turning for home and powered clear under mild

urging inside the final furlong to best Farook (Ire) (Raven=s Pass)

by a geared-down four lengths. The 220,000gns TATOCT

yearling is the eighth winner, from as many foals to race, for his

dam and is a full-brother to MG1SW sire Equiano (Fr), and a half

to MGSP Listed Eternal S. and Listed Valiant S. victress Evita

Peron (GB) (Pivotal {GB}), from a family which includes G1SW

sire Vigliotto (Blushing Groom {Fr}). Lifetime Record: 3-1-1-0,

$6,625. Video, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Al Shaqab Racing; B-Newsells Park Stud (GB); T-Richard

Hannon.

2nd-RED, ,6,000, Mdn, 4-17, 3yo/up, 8fT, 1:38, gd.

CARIGRAD (IRE) (c, 3, Excelebration {Ire}--Blissful Beat {GB}, by

Beat Hollow {GB}), who hit the board in seven-panel starts at

Lingfield Oct. 27 and at Chelmsford Apr. 1, sported a first-time

hood and tracked the leaders in third from flagfall here.

Scrubbed along to close with three furlongs remaining, the 11-4

second favourite came under increased pressure inside the final

quarter mile and was ridden out to deny Armandihan (Ire)

(Zoffany {Ire}) by a neck in the dying strides. He is the second

scorer, from as many foals to race, out of an unraced half-sister

to G3 Prix de Conde-winning sire Rashbag (GB) (Reprimand

{GB}) and G3 Criterion S. victor Suggestive (GB) (Reprimand

{GB}). The i160,000 ARAUG yearling is a half to G3 John of

Gaunt S. winner Home of the Brave (Ire) (Starspangledbanner

{Aus}) and a yearling filly by Olympic Glory (Ire). Lifetime

Record: 3-1-0-2, $6,439. Video, sponsored by Fasig-Tipton.

O-Vefa Ibrahim Araci; B-Ecurie du Grand Chene & N Drion (IRE);

T-Hugo Palmer.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Everything For You (Ire), c, 3, Pivotal (GB)--Miss Delila, by

   Malibu Moon. RED, 4-17, 8fT, 1:37.94. B-Highbank Stud LLP

   (IRE). *75,000gns Ylg >15 TATOCT. **1/2 to Ashadihan (GB)

   (Kyllachy {GB}), GSW-Eng, $122,402.

Lightly Squeeze (GB), g, 3, Poet=s Voice (GB)--Zuleika Dobson

   (GB) (GSP-Fr & SP-Eng), by Cadeaux Genereux (GB). WOL,

   4-17, 9f 103y (AWT), 2:02.03. B-Highbury Stud Ltd (GB).

   *17,000gns Ylg >15 TAOCT.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Florida Times (Ire), f, 3, Elzaam (Aus)--Brooklands Time (Ire), by

   Danetime (Ire). COR, 4-17, 5fT, 1:00.40. B-John Griffin (IRE).

Monday=s Results:

1st-LLD, i18,000, Debutantes, 4-17, 2yo, 5 1/2fT, 1:11.30, sf.

+ALL THIS TIME (GER) (f, 2, Dabirsim {Fr}--Amazing Bounty {Fr},

by Tertullian), sent off at 37-10, was sent up to race in a close

second throughout the early stages. Left in front approaching

the final furlong, the homebred drew away to win by four

lengths from Sens des Affaires (Fr) (Whipper). All This Time, who

is the only foal bred from a half to the listed-winning Amazing

Beauty (Ger) (Bahamian Bounty {GB}), becomes the first winner

for her first-season sire (by Hat Trick {Jpn}) who did all his best

work as a 2-year-old and stands at Haras de Grandcamp.

Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0, i9,000. Video, sponsored by

Fasig-Tipton.

O/B-Ecurie Normandie Pur Sang (GER); T-Didier Guillemin.

                                                               

                                                           

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
http://www.attheraces.com/atrplayer-replay-overlay/VOD/984045
http://www.tdn.premiumtv.co.uk/streaming/watch/RacingUKFlashVOD/partnerId_166/videoFileId_16046145/clipId_2679469/index.html
http://thoroughbreddailynews.com/progeny-pps/?sire=Poet's%20Voice%20(GB)#tot
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/2/2609/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/2/2609/
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/salouen-anchors-feilden/
http://destinationeuroperacing.com/


  TDN EUROPE/INTERNATIONAL • PAGE 10 OF 12 • THETDN.COM TUESDAY • 18 APRIL, 2017

OBSERVATIONS
on the European racing scene

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Mandolin Wind (Fr), f, 3, Equiano (Fr)--Dhurwah (Ire), by Green

   Desert. LLD, 4-17, 7fT, 1:26.96. B-A J Duffield (FR).

Dramatist (Fr), c, 3, Muhtathir (GB)--Street Kendra (Fr), by

   Kendor (Fr). MNB, 4-16, 8 1/2fT, 1:50.10. B-Haras du Mezeray

   SA (FR). *i26,000 Ylg >15 ARQNOV. **Full to Silas Marner (Fr),

   GSW-Fr, $410,527; and Chasse Maree (Fr), SP-Fr.

Andalouse Eria (Fr), f, 3, Rio de la Plata--Berroscoberro (Fr), by

   Octagonal (NZ). LLD, 4-17, 7fT, 1:28.35. B-D Chassagneux &

   Ecurie Loire Cheval Associes (FR). *i50,000 RNA Ylg >15

   ARQOCT. **1/2 to Amy Eria (Ire) (Shamardal), GSW-Eng, SW-Fr

   & SP-Ger, $184,907.

GUITE POWELL PASSES AWAY
   Guite Powell (born Marguerite-Marie Grou), passed away

Easter Sunday following a long illness. Guite began her career in

the 70's at Haras de Sai working for Maurice O=Neill, before

helping to create the Haras du Lieu des Champs, which her son

Richard continues to develop today. Late on, she directed Haras

de Bouquetot. Powell will be much missed by her sons, Leonard,

Freddy and Richard, who will continue her passion for horse

breeding and racing. Facing her illness, Powell drew courage

from her eight grandchildren: Louise, Blanche, Jeanne, Eleanor,

George, Edward, Henry and Charles, who brought her much joy

in these last years.

1.10 Maisons-Laffitte, Cond, i35,000, 3yo, c/g, 8fT

GLEN SHIEL (GB) (Pivotal {GB}) returns for the all-conquering

Andre Fabre stable in this fascinating contest, having beaten the

useful filly Vue Fantastique (Fr) (Motivator {GB}) on his sole start

at Saint-Cloud in November. Godolphin=s homebred from the

family of their flagship son of Pivotal, Farhh (GB), faces some

potentially smart types including Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al

Maktoum=s Mankib (GB) (Tamayuz {GB}), a Freddy Head-trained

son of the G1 1000 Guineas heroine Natagora (Fr) (Divine Light

{Jpn}) whose form is closely tied in with Glen Shiel=s stablemate

Veranda (Fr) (Canford Cliffs {Ire}).

1.50 Newmarket, Debutantes, ,10,000, 3yo, 8fT

ELYAASAAT (Frankel {GB}) is just one of several notables lined

up for this Wood Ditton S. which traditionally kicks of

Newmarket=s Craven meeting and has played host to the future

Group 1 winners Shantou, Harbinger (GB) and Mukhadram (GB)

(Shamardal) in recent times. Like the latter, William Haggas has

charge of Shadwell=s son of the GI Flower Bowl Invitational and

GI Breeders= Cup Filly & Mare Turf heroine Lahudood (GB)

(Singspiel {Ire}), with Jim Crowley opting for him out of a trio of

the operation=s representatives including the Sir Michael Stoute-

trained Buldan (GB) (New Approach {Ire}), a 375,000gns

TATOCT son of the G2 Park Hill S. winner Meeznah (Dynaformer)

who was disqualified from second in the 2010 G1 Epsom Oaks.

2.20 Maisons-Laffitte, Cond, i35,000, 3yo, f, 8fT

LA COCHERE (FR) (Le Havre {Ire}) is a member of the

Jean-Claude Rouget establishment which continues to churn out

top-class individuals, especially in the silks of this filly=s owner

Gerard Augustin-Normand. Having beaten Sunday=s G3 Prix de la

Grotte winner Senga (Blame) on her sole start over 7 1/2

furlongs at Deauville in August, the relative of the G2

Ribblesdale S. scorer Flying Cloud (Ire) (Storming Home {GB}) is

of obvious interest.

Monday=s Results:

GROSSER PREIS DER VGH VERSICHERUNGEN-Listed, i25,000,

COL, 4-17, 4yo/up, f/m, 10fT, 2:13.33, sf.

1--#SALVE VENEZIA (GER), 126, m, 5, Areion (Ger)--Salve

   Aurora (Ger), by King=s Best. O/B-Gestut Hony-Hof (GER); 

   T-Jean-Pierre Carvalho; J-Filip Minarik. i14,000. Lifetime

   Record: 12-4-3-1, i25,400.

2--Fosun (Ger), 126, f, 4, Soldier Hollow (GB)--Flamingo Sky, by

   Silver Hawk. (i70,000 Ylg >14 BBAGS) O-Horst Pudwill.

   i6,500.

3--Son Macia (Ger), 130, f, 4, Soldier Hollow (GB)--Sinaada

   (Ger), by Zinaad (GB). (i24,000 Ylg >14 BBAGS). O-Stall

   elektrowelt24.de. i3,000.

Margins: 1 1/4, 4HF, 1HF. Odds: 2.70, 17.50, 2.70.

2nd-COL, i5,100, Mdn, 4-17, 3yo, 1850mT, 1:57,49, gd.

MONREAL (IRE) (c, 3, Peintre Celebre--Montezuma {Ger}, by

Monsun {Ger}), seventh on debut behind the subsequent Listed

Derby-Trial winner Windstoss (Ger) (Shirocco {Ger}) over a mile

here in October, settled in second throughout the early stages.

Gaining the lead passing the two-furlong pole, the 8-1 shot was

green out on his own but was out of reach, as Rosenpurpur

(Ger) (Pour Moi {Ire}) closed to narrow the winning margin to a

length at the line. Cont. p11
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2nd-COL Cont.

   The unraced dam, who is already responsible for the G3 Prix

de Lutece winner and G2 Prix Chaudenay runner-up Moonshiner

(Ger) (Adlerflug {Ger}), Hwt. 3yo-Ger at 14f+, GSW-Fr & SW-Ger,

$143,912, is a full-sister to the G2 Schwarzgold-Rennen third

Meridia (Ger) and a half to the dam of Meergorl (Ger) (Adlerflug

{Ger}) who was successful in last year=s G2 Diana-Trial. This is

the family of another G2 Diana-Trial heroine in Monami (Ger)

(Sholokhov {Ire}), whose half-sister Meridiana (Ger) (Lomitas

{GB}) captured the G1 Oaks d=Italia and GII Orchid H. before

producing the GI Man o= War S. runner-up Center Divider. After

Monreal is a 2-year-old full-brother named Miro (Ger) by the

now-retired Peintre Celebre and a yearling colt by Wiener

Walzer (Ger). Lifetime Record: 2-1-0-0, i3,000.

O/B-Stall Ullmann (Ire); T-Jean-Pierre Carvalho.

4th-HNO, i5,100, Mdn, 4-17, 3yo, f, 11fT, 2:33,80, sf.

+GAEA (GER) (f, 3, Holy Roman Emperor {Ire}--Guantana {Ger}

{MSW & GSP-Ger}, by Dynaformer) was slow to stride early

starting as the 2-1 second favourite but quickly recovered to

race in second stalking Windjammer (Ger) (Campanologist).

Gaining the edge over that rival with a furlong to race, the

homebred asserted to score by 2 1/2 lengths. Gaea is the fourth

foal bred from the useful dual listed winner and G3 Walther J.

Jacobs-Stutenpreis runner-up Guantana and after this promising

debut could be the fourth to gain black-type after the G2

Gerling-Preis, G3 Prix du Lys and G3 Japan Racing Association

Plate winner Guardini (Fr) (Dalakhani {Ire}), GSW-Fr, Ger & Aus,

$168,090, the Listed Hoppegartener Stutenpreis scorer Gouache

(Ger) (Shamardal) and G3 Preis des Winterfavoriten third Guizot

(Ire) (Tertullian). From an excellent von Ullmann family, the

second dam is the G1 Oaks d=Italia heroine, G1 Yorkshire Oaks

runner-up and G1 Preis der Diana third Guadalupe (Ger)

(Monsun {Ger}) whose sons Guiliani (Ire) (Tertullian) and

Guignol (Ger) (Cape Cross {Ire}) achieved Group 1 glory in this

country. Guadalupe is in turn a half to the G1 Deutschland-Preis

and G1 Grosser Preis von Baden-winning sire Getaway (Ger) and

Guadalajara (Ger) (Acatenango {Ger}), who obtained highweight

status in England as a result of her second in the G2 Geoffrey

Freer S. Next to come from Guantana is a 2-year-old colt by

Tertullian named Good Bye (Ger). Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0,

i3,000.

O/B-Stall Ullmann (GER); T-Jean-Pierre Carvalho. 

6th-HNO, i5,100, Mdn, 4-17, 3yo, 8fT, 1:46,70, sf.

+ANNA MAGNOLIA (FR) (f, 3, Makfi {GB}--Anna Simona {Ger},

by Slip Anchor {GB}), backed into 13-10 favouritism, proved

tardy from the gates but was soon able to gain a mid-division

pitch without difficulty. Sticking to the far-side rail with her rivals

sent wide entering the straight and gaining the lead as a result,

the bay always held the upper hand from there and hit the line

with 1 3/4 lengths to spare over Be Sweet (Ger) (Adlerflug

{Ger}). The dam, who produced the listed winner and G1

Criterium de Saint-Cloud runner-up Willie the Whipper (GB)

(Whipper), SW-Eng & G1SP-Fr, $154,057, also has a 2-year-old

full-brother to that performer named Jackfinbar (Fr). Her group-

winning dam Anna Thea (Ire) (Turfkonig {Ger}) was responsible

for the G2 Oppenheim-Union-Rennen scorer Aspectus (Ire)

(Spectrum {Ire}) and the dam of the G1 Preis der Diana third

Andrea (Ger) (Dashing Blade {GB}). This is also the family of the

dual champion Anna Paola (Ger) (Prince Ippi {Ger}). Sales

history: i38,000 RNA Wlg >14 ARQDEC; i42,000 Ylg >15

ARQOCT. Lifetime Record: 1-1-0-0, i3,000.

O-Gestut Brhmmerhof; B-Mlle Larissa Knelp, Mathieu

Offenstadt & Sylvain Fargeon (FR); T-Dominik Moser.

CONDITIONS RESULT:

1st-HNO, i5,100, 4-17, 3yo, 6fT, 1:18.71, sf.

ARTISTICA (GER) (f, 3, Areion {Ger}--Artica {Ger} {SW-Ger}, by

Pentire {GB}) Lifetime Record: SP-Ger, 4-2-0-1, i9,000.

O/B-Gestut Brummerhof (Ger); T-Dominik Moser.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNER:

Aufsteiger (Fr), g, 3, Meshaheer--Moon Romance (Fr), by Nayef.

   COL, 4-17, 7fT, 1:26.49. B-Cocheese Bloodstock Anstalt & A

   Tamagni (FR). *i50,000 RNA Ylg >15 ARQAUG. **1/2 to

   Moonee Valley (Fr) (Aqlaam {GB}) GSW-Fr.

Monday=s Results:

PREMIO NATALE DI ROMA-Listed, i42,900, CAP, 4-17, 4yo/up,

8fT, 1 :37.3, gd.

1--GREG PASS (IRE), 127, g, 5 by Raven=s Pass--Baranja

   (GSP-Ity), by St Jovite. O-Scuderia Incolinx; B-Azienda Agricola

   Valdirone (Ire); T-Il Cavallo In Testa; J-Dario Vargiu.i16,5755.

   Lifetime Record: MGSW-Ity, 16-8-2-2 i145,996. *1/2 to Billy

   Budd (Ire) (Shamardal), G1SP-Ity, $177,292; Big Creek (Ire)

   (Galileo {Ire}), MSP-Ity, $121,206. 

2--Basileus (Ire), 122, c, 4, Dream Ahead--Miss Mariduff, by

   Hussonet. (i36,000 Ylg '14 SGSSEL). O-Michela Crecco.

   i7,293.

3--Azzeccagarbugli (Ire), 122, c, 4, Kodiac (GB)--Consultant

   Stylist (Ire), by Desert Style (Ire). (i18,000 Ylg '14 GOFFEB).

   O-Scuderia Effevi. i3,978.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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EUROPEAN-BRED WINNERS
JAPANESE GROUP 1 RACES B 2017

Date Race Track

Apr. 30 Tenno Sho (Spring) Kyoto

May 7 NHK Mile Cup Tokyo

May 14 Victoria Mile Tokyo

May 21 Yushun Himba (Oaks) Tokyo

May 28 Tokyo Yushun (Derby) Tokyo

June 4 Yasuda Kinen Tokyo

June 25 Takarazuka Kinen Hanshin

Oct. 1 Sprinters= S. Nakayama

Oct. 15 Shuka Sho Kyoto

Oct. 22 Kikuka Sho (St Leger) Kyoto

Oct. 29 Tenno Sho (Autumn) Tokyo

Nov. 12 Queen Elizabeth II Cup Kyoto

Nov. 19 Mile Championship S. Kyoto

Nov. 26 Japan Cup Tokyo

Dec. 3 Champions Cup Chukyo

Dec. 10 Hanshin Juvenile Fillies Hanshin

Dec. 17 Asahi Hai Futurity S. Hanshin

Listed Premio Natale Di Roma Cont.

Margins: 1, 4, 1. Odds: 1.84, 1.50, 1.91.

Also Ran: Pythius (Ire), Mewat (GB), Change Of Moon (Ire),

Clockwinder (Ire).

Click for the Italian Chart or the Italian Video.

PREMIO CARLO CHIESA-Listed, i42,900; CAP, 4-17, 3yo/up,

f/m, 6fT, 1:08.5, gd.

1--#LAST GIFT (IRE), 130, m, 5, Starspangledbanner (Aus)--

   Super Bobbina (Ire) (SW & G1SP-Ity, $194,430), by Daggers

   Drawn. O/B-Scuderia Chimax; T-Massimiliano Narduzzi;

   J-Salvatore Basile. i16,575. Lifetime Record: 23-10-3-3

   i65,909. *1/2 to Refuse To Bobbin (Ire) (Refuse To Bend

   {Ire}), Hwt, Older Horse-Ity at 9 1/2-11f, G1SW-Ity, $309,228.

2--Aravian Poison (Ity), 130, f, 4, Until Sundown--Lady Poison

   (Ire), by Charnwood Forest (Ire). (€3,000 Ylg >14 SGSSEL).

   O-David Ducci. i7,293

3--My Lea (Ire), 121, f, 3, Dandy Man (Ire)--Luvmedo (Ire), by

   One Cool Cat. (i20,000 Wlg '14 GOFNOV; i13,000 Ylg '15

   GOFORB). O-Marco Caracciolo. i3,978.

Margins : 2HF, NK, 5. Odds : 8/06, 7.48, 2.06

Also Ran: Zena Lady (Ire), Adsense (Ire), Airdryer (Ire), La

Vacanza (GB), Bushalem (Ire), Senza Sudore (Fr), Stright Way

(Ity), Aquila Solitaria (Ore), Backstage Gossip (GB).

Click for the Italian Chart or the Italian Video.

IN JAPAN:

Zenith Telescope (Jpn), c, 3, Galileo (Ire)--Fleeting Spirit (Ire)

   (Ch. Sprinter-Eur, Hwt. Older Mare-Eng at 5-7f, G1SW-Eng,

   $1,216,865), by Invincible Spirit (Ire). Hanshin, 4-15, Novice

   Race, 9fT. Lifetime Record: 5-1-0-1, $69,907. O-Sunday Racing;

   B-Northern Farm; T-Manabu Ikezoe. *Full to Khaleesy (Ire),

   SW-Fr. **€1,100,000 i/u >13 GOFNOV.

NEWGATE ADDS BOTT
   Newgate Farm has signed on Aaron Bott of Botty=s Bloodstock

to assist with the sale of stallion nominations, the farm

announced Monday. Newgate will stand 13 stallions during the

2017 Southern Hemisphere season, among them new stallions

Capitalist (Aus) (Written Tycoon {Aus}), Flying Artie (Aus) (Artie

Schiller), Extreme Choice (Aus) (Not A Single Doubt {Aus]) and

Winning Rupert (Aus) (Written Tycoon {Aus}).

   AI am really pleased that Aaron has agreed to come on board

andhelp us for the season,@ commented Bruce Slade, Newgate

Farm=s Director of Stallions and Sales. AAaron has built great

relationships within the industry through his knowledge,

expertise, experience, and friendly service. He will be able to

offer breeders valuable commercial insight and give our team

the ability to better service our clients. We look forward to

working with, and learning from, Aaron over the next few

months.@

   Aaron Bott can be reached at 0409 550 112. To contact the full

nominations team at Newgate, click here.

Follow the TDN staff on Twitter
Thoroughbred Daily News

@garykingTDN @kelseynrileyTDN @collingsberry

@DaithiHarvey @EquinealTDN @HLAndersonTDN
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